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Learn how to meticulously break down the budget for your documentary film, covering essential 
pre-production, production, and post-production costs. This guide offers practical strategies for man-
aging expenses, finding funding, and ensuring your independent film project stays on track financially.
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Understanding documentary budgets

Documentary budgets can range from $30,000 to $1.5 million, depending on the film's duration, scope, 
and experience of creative team/crew. In some rare ...

How Much Does a Documentary Cost to Make?

A well thought-out budget is a clear plan for making a film. And a good budget reveals a lot about how 
a film is going to be made, what kind of story you'll be ...

How to Make a Documentary on a Budget | Artlist

22 Dec 2023 — If you're going to make a film, you need a budget. ... I've used the above template for 
budgets as low as $10,000 and as large as $2,000,000.

Film budgeting - Wikipedia

For documentary film-making at the lowest-budget level, '$1000 per finished minute' is the cheapest 
starting point for costing. We recommend using $2000 ...

Navigating Documentary Film Funding | by Jonny von Wallström | Medium

24 Mar 2022 — Depending on the quality, platform and length, a documentary can cost anywhere 
between a few thousand to billions of dollars. Many refer to ...

An Introduction to Documentary Budgeting

The “Topsheet” is a quick summary of the entire budget at a glance. In the second tab you'll find the 
typical industry breakdown on top, and a ...

Guide to Documentary Filmmaking Pt.2: Funding and ...
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PRODUCTION FILM & LAB, 220. 70, 5610, Field Drives—LaCie Rugged Drives, 2, 1 TB Drives, 110, 
220. 71, (Assume max 4 hrs/~64 GB per day, 140 hrs total, need 2.5 ...

How Much Does a Documentary Cost to Make?

A documentary budget is a key item to raise money for your film. Learn what it takes to create an 
accurate and professional budget that will impress ...

How to Plan Your Documentary Budget

4 Jan 2019 — It has several sample documentary budgets and includes detailed explanations of the 
rationale behind each line item.

How to Make a Feature Documentary Movie Budget

Sample Short Documentary Budget

How To Create An Accurate Documentary Budget

A (Revised!) Introduction to Documentary Budgeting
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