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The Predicament Of The Individual In The Middle East
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Explore the complex predicament of the individual in the Middle East, examining the unique personal
struggles and profound challenges faced by citizens amidst evolving geopolitical landscapes and
societal pressures. This analysis delves into the human experience within the region, highlighting the
myriad factors contributing to the individual's difficult circumstances.
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The Predicament of the Individual in the Middle East

Democracy has recently gained some influence in the Arab political discourse. Nevertheless one of its
essential components is still missing: the sense of individualism. Crushed by religion and by modern
militant tendencies, the Arab individual has been virtually obliterated. Topics covered in this book
include the Arab-Israeli conflict, the Mashriq states and the Gulf.
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Recent events such as ‘Iran’s Green Revolution’ and the ‘Arab Uprisings’ have exploded notions that
human rights are irrelevant to Middle Eastern and North African politics. Increasingly seen as a global
concern, human rights are at the fulcrum of the region’s on-the-ground politics, transnational intellectual
debates, and global political intersections. The Routledge Handbook on Human Rights and the Middle
East and North Africa: emphasises the need to consider human rights in all their dimensions, rather
than solely focusing on the political dimension, in order to understand the structural reasons behind
the persistence of human rights violations; explores the various frameworks in which to consider
human rights—conceptual, political and transnational/international; discusses issue areas subject

to particularly intense debate—gender, religion, sexuality, transitions and accountability; contains
contributions from perspectives that span from global theory to grassroots reflections, emphasising
the need for academic work on human rights to seriously engage with the thoughts and practices of
those working on the ground. A multidisciplinary approach from scholars with a wide range of expertise
allows the book to capture the complex dynamics by which human rights have had, or could have, an
impact on Middle Eastern and North African politics. This book will therefore be a key resource for
students and scholars of Middle Eastern and North African politics and society, as well as anyone with
a concern for Human Rights across the globe.

Routledge Handbook on Human Rights and the Middle East and North Africa

This book presents an in-depth cultural and political analysis of the issue of political Islam as a potential
source of tensions and conflict, and how this might be peacefully resolved. Looking at modernity from
an Islamic point of view, the author analyses issues such as law, knowledge and human rights.
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Islam's Predicament with Modernity

Covering topical issues concerning the nature of the Israeli state, this engaging work presents essays
that combine a variety of comparative schemes, both internal to Jewish civilization and extending
throughout the world, such as: modern Jewish society, politics and culture historical consciousness in
the twentieth century colonialism, anti-colonialism and postcolonial state-building. With its open-ended,
comparative approach, Israel in History provides a useful means of correcting the biases found in

so much scholarship on Israel, be it sympathetic or hostile. This book will appeal to scholars and
students with research interests in many fields, including Israeli Studies, Middle East Studies, and
Jewish Studies.

Israel in History

This broad thematic study offers a major new research perspective on international migration in the
context of globalisation.

Migration in a Globalised World

Gender and sexual identity formation is an ongoing anthropological conversation in both Middle Eastern
studies and urban studies, but the story of gay and lesbian identity in the Middle East is only just
beginning to be told. Queer Beirut is the first ethnographic study of queer lives in the Arab Middle
East. Drawing on anthropology, urban studies, gender studies, queer studies, and sociocultural theory,
Sofian Merabet's compelling ethnography suggests a critical theory of gender and religious identity
formations that will disrupt conventional anthropological premises about the contingent role that society
and particular urban spaces have in facilitating the emergence of various subcultures within the city.
From 1995 to 2014, Merabet made a series of ethnographic journeys to Lebanon, during which he
interviewed numerous gay men in Beirut. Through their life stories, Merabet crafts moving ethnographic
narratives and explores how Lebanese gays inhabit and perform their gender as they formulate their
sense of identity. He also examines the notion of "queer space” in Beirut and the role that this city, its
class and sectarian structure, its colonial history, and religion have played in these people's discovery
and exploration of their sexualities. In using Beirut as a microcosm for the complexities of homosexual
relationships in contemporary Lebanon, Queer Beirut provides a critical standpoint from which to
deepen our understandings of gender rights and citizenship in the structuring of social inequality within
the larger context of the Middle East.

Queer Beirut

Following the tradition and style of the acclaimed Index Islamicus, the editors have created this new
Bibliography of Art and Architecture in the Islamic World. The editors have surveyed and annotated a
wide range of books and articles from collected volumes and journals published in all European lan-
guages (except Turkish) between 1906 and 2011. This comprehensive bibliography is an indispensable
tool for everyone involved in the study of material culture in Muslim societies.

Bibliography of Art and Architecture in the Islamic World (2 vols.)

In Intellectual Origins of the Republic, aavcl investigates the histories of liberalism and nationalism in
the late Russian and Ottoman Empires and early Republican Turkey through the prism of the life, ideas
and times of the revolutionary writer Ahmet A ao lu.

Intellectual Origins of the Republic: Ahmet A ao lu and the Genealogy of Liberalism in Turkey

Comprehensive and critical analysis of the post-Zionist debates and their impact on various aspects of
Israeli culture. Post-Zionism emerged as an intellectual and cultural movement in the late 1980s when
a growing number of people inside and outside academia felt that Zionism, as a political ideology,
had outlived its usefulness. The post-Zionist critique attempted to expose the core tenets of Zionist
ideology and the way this ideology was used, to justify a series of violent or unjust actions by the Zionist
movement, making the ideology of Zionism obsolete. In Beyond Post-Zionism Eran Kaplan explores
how this critique emerged from the important social and economic changes Israel had undergone

in previous decades, primarily the transition from collectivism to individualism and from socialism to
the free market. Kaplan looks critically at some of the key post-Zionist arguments (the orientalist and
colonial nature of Zionism) and analyzes the impact of post-Zionist thought on various aspects (literary,
cinematic) of Israeli culture. He also explores what might emerge, after the political and social turmoill



of the last decade, as an alternative to post-Zionism and as a definition of Israeli and Zionist political
thought in the twenty-first century.

Beyond Post-Zionism

These essays illustrate the various ways in which women fall short of being vested with the rights and
privileges that would define them as fully enfranchised citizens. They offer an in-depth examination

of national legislation on personal status, penal law, labor law, nationality, and social security law.
Others include indicators such as female education and employment, and many comment on the
types of mobilization and activism engaged in by Middle Eastern women themselves to press for

an expansion of their citizenship rights. Along with its sister volume, Citizenship and State in the
Middle East, Applications and Approaches, also by Syracuse University Press, this book represents a
pioneering approach to the Middle East from a citizenship perspective. The contributors raise a number
of important and controversial issues that merit serious consideration.

Gender and Citizenship in the Middle East

Study of a Jordanian village, focusing on the choice of available political strategies.

Low-Key Politics

This volume aims at confronting the image of the Middle East as a region that is fraught with totalitarian
ideologies, authoritarianism and conflict. It gives voice and space to other, more liberal and adaptive
narratives and discourses that endorse the right to dissent, question the status quo, and offer alternative
visions for society.

Arab Liberal Thought after 1967

Authors offer various perspectives on Islam, its role in the Middle East, and how conflict in the Middle
East affects the rest of the world.

The Middle East

Over the last three decades, a new generation of conceptual artists has come to the fore in the

Arab Middle East. As wars, peace treaties, sanctions, and large-scale economic developments have
reshaped the region, this cohort of cultural producers has also found themselves at the center of inter-
generational debates on the role of art in society. Central to these cultural debates is a steady stream
of support from North American and European funding organizations—resources that only increased
with the start of the Arab uprisings in the early 2010s. The Politics of Art offers an unprecedented look
into the entanglement of art and international politics in Beirut, Ramallah, and Amman to understand
the aesthetics of material production within liberal economies. Hanan Toukan outlines the political
and social functions of transnationally connected and internationally funded arts organizations and
initiatives, and reveals how the production of art within global frameworks can contribute to hegemonic
structures even as it is critiquing them—or how it can be counterhegemonic even when it first appears
not to be. In so doing, Toukan proposes not only a new way of reading contemporary art practices as
they situate themselves globally, but also a new way of reading the domestic politics of the region from
the vantage point of art.

The Predicament of Homecoming

The provides in-depth analysis of Arab liberalism, which, although lacking public appeal and a com-
pelling political underpinning, still sustained viability over time and remained a constant part of the Arab
landscape.

The Politics of Art

Diwan and Galal looks at the structure and prospects of the Middle East economies after the 2011
Uprisings, focusing on issues of economic growth, inequality, the impact of oil, and the unfolding political
transitions. On the growth question, the book looks into the extent of structural transformation of the
economy, the political economy reasons for the lack of structural change, and the external conditions in
the EU and in the GCC that underpin the lack of structural change. On inequality, the book offers new
measures of equality of opportunity in human development and in the job market, and it also reviews the



complex political economy of subsidy removal. Regarding natural resources, the volume provides three
innovations: connecting the notion of 'oil curse' to the global phenomena of asset bubbles; evidence
that resource curse effects do not rise monotonically with the size of the resource rent, but rather,
according to an inverted U shape; and an extension of the concept of rent to the other non-olil rents
that are also predominant in the region. Finally, the volume places the political transition in the region in
a global perspective using various methods — theoretical, comparative, and empirical, and it explores
the relationship between democracy in its variety of forms and economic development.

Arab liberal thought in the modern age

These 77 papers collected here by Knights (Mendelow defense fellow, The Washington Institute for
Near East Policy--WINEP) provide an overview of the analyses produced by WINEP about Iraq between
the start of the American invasion and occupation in March of 2003 and the so-called handover of
sovereignty on June 28, 2004. The exceptions to this rul

The Middle East Economies in Times of Transition

In Changing Stories: Postmodernism and the Arab-Islamic World some recent ideas current in
postmodernist theoretical discourse are critically investigated and pragmatically applied to concrete
issues relating to the contemporary Arab-Islamic world. In particular Jean-Francois Lyotard's distinction
between grand narratives (or master stories) and small stories (or local narratives) is taken by the
authors as a starting-point and point of reference and in various ways they address the legitimacy
and applicability of this distinction. After a general introduction nine separate articles deal with the
predicament of Palestinian women in the occupied territories, Dutch development-aid discourse in
Gaza and the West Bank, Islamism and modernism in Tunisia, modernist and postmodernist political
discourse in Egypt, feminism in Egypt and, as a travelling theory, in the Arab world as a whole,
juridical and educational attitudes towards Turkish and Moroccan immigrants in the Netherlands, and
the concept of the Islamic city. The volume should therefore be of interest not only to those concerned
with Middle Eastern studies but also to anyone wanting to keep abreast of the latest currents in critical
and theoretical discourse.

Private Testimony and Public Policy

This work represents the current and most relevant content on the studies of how Christianity has fared
in the ancient home of its founder and birth. Much has been written about Christianity and how it has
survived since its migration out of its homeland but this comprehensive reference work reassesses
the geographic and demographic impact of the dramatic changes in this perennially combustible world
region. The Rowman & Littlefield Handbook of Christianity in the Middle East also spans the historical,
socio-political and contemporary settings of the region and importantly describes the interactions that
Christianity has had with other major/minor religions in the region.

Operation Iragi Freedom and the New Iraq

Arab Masculinities provides a groundbreaking analysis of Arab men's lives in the precarious aftermath
of the 2011 Arab uprisings. It challenges received wisdoms and entrenched stereotypes about Arab
men, offering new understandings of rujula, or masculinity, across the Middle East and North Africa. The
10 individual chapters of the book foreground the voices and stories of Arab men as they face economic
precarity, forced displacement, and new challenges to marriage and family life. Rich in ethnographic
details, they illuminate how men develop alternative strategies of affective labor, how they attempt

to care for themselves and their families within their local moral worlds, and what it means to be

a good son, husband, father, and community member. Arab Masculinities sheds light on the most
private spaces of Arab men's lives—offering stories that rarely enter the public realm. It is a pioneering
volume that reflects the urgent need for new anthropological scholarship on men and masculinities in
a changing Middle East.

Changing Stories

What are the prospects of the Middle East region moving 'from a warfare to a welfare'? A group of
leading scholars of the Mlddle East and North Africa (political scientists, economists, sociologists,
strategic analysts, and historians) adopt a common political economy approach to answer this much
debated question.

The Rowman & Littlefield Handbook of Christianity in the Middle East



Fashioning a working political structure in Israel that will bring together all aspects of society, from Jews
to Arabs, ultra-Orthodox to assertively secular, has never been easy. However, two developments have
intensified this challenge: demographic changes have sharpened the differences between the groups;
and open challenges of legitimacy have undermined the previous de facto acceptance of pluralism.
There has been no strong civic framework of Israeliness to replace Zionism as a shared identity that
would override more parochial identities and interests. Added to these pressures are the collapse of the
peace process in late 2000 and the influence of global developments on the Arab-Israel conflict and on
Israeli domestic society. In this volume, twelve noted scholars of Israel present authoritative and analytic
overviews of these important issues. The ability of the Israeli political system to bridge differences
through a Jewish tradition of power-sharing has, in the past, managed to overcome enormous divisions,
at least within the Jewish sector. Economic progress and globalization have brought Israel closer to
other developed societies in many respects, while exposing Israel to pressures associated with these
trends. Closer analysis of these critical issues reveals that there are also positive forces at work as the
nation seeks a broader synthesis of its Jewish legacy and universal liberal values.

Arab Masculinities

As Mubarak's regime nearing its end becomes a strong possibility, many pressures, both foreign and
domestic, are coming to bear on Egypt to bring democratic reforms to this struggling country. In The

Mubarak Leadership and Future of Democracy in Egypt, Alaa Al-Din Arafat studies this new era and

the obstacles that must be overcome.

The Middle East in Global Change

A critical legal study of religion and state relations in Israel focusing on the religiously entrapped
Palestinian-Arab individuals.

Is There a Clash of Civilizations?

This is a comprehensive survey of minorities in the Middle East with a special focus on the post Arab
Spring era. Minority communities in the Middle East are the most susceptible to the turbulence engulfing
the region; the majority may suffer physical violence and socioeconomic loss, but minorities could
potentially vanish. Instead of ushering in democracy and inclusive politics, the revolutionary upheavals
have prompted chaos and fear and reinforced the resurgence of Islamic fundamentalism throughout
the region. Zabad uses historical sources as well as first-hand interviews to vividly describe the current
status of minorities in the Middle East, explaining attitudes towards the revolutionary upheavals as well
as the various strategies they used to avail themselves of the opportunities presented and to confront
the risks posed. The question of ethnic, sectarian and religious minorities is situated in the context of the
broader history of the region in order to explain the underlying institutional and ideological factors that
caused their predicament and problematized their relationship with the majority. The book providesa
rich trove of information and insights generated from ten case studies that covered the Sh+'a in Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain, Lebanon and Egypt, the Druze, the Alawites, Christians and Kurds in Syria, the Copts
in Egypt, and the Zaydis in Yemen.

Critical Issues in Israeli Society

The problems in the Middle East run deeper than dictatorship. Inspired by the popular uprisings that
overthrew the presidents of Tunisia and Egypt, Arabs across the Middle East are demanding change.
But achieving real freedom will involve more than the removal of a few dictators. Looking beyond the
turmoil reported on our TV screens, Guardian journalist Brian Whitaker examines the ‘freedom deficit'
that affects Arabs in their daily lives: their struggles against corruption, discrimination and bureaucracy,
and the stifling authoritarianism that pervades homes, schools and mosques as well as presidential
palaces. Drawing on a wealth of new research and wide-ranging interviews, Whitaker analyses the
views of people living in the region and argues that in order to achieve peace, prosperity and full
participation in today's global economy, Arabs should embrace not only political change but far-reaching
social and cultural change as well. ‘A passionate call for political and social change in Arab countries’
-- Jeremy Bowen 'A call to arms for Arab citizens' -- International Affairs 'A lively, highly readable and
illuminating survey of the countless things that are wrong with the Middle East today' -- Avi Shlaim,
Guardian 'This is a writer willing to rattle a few cages... Detailed and well-documented' -- Huffington
Post '[Should] be required reading by Arab elites from the Atlantic to the Gulf* Patrick Seale, Al Hayat



'‘Whitaker spares no criticism of the region's governments' -- Egypt Today 'Outstanding and credible’ --
Jordan Times

The Mubarak Leadership and Future of Democracy in Egypt

The first comprehensive summary of psychological studies of Arab-Muslim societies, this book exam-
ines psychological development through the life-span, describing how traditional patterns appear to be
changing in both "modernizing" and "underdeveloping" sectors of Middle Eastern societies. It provides
a scholarly account of the region's cultural psychology, and also offers insight into the daily lives of
parents, children, and families as they struggle behind and sometimes in the headlines to modernize
while conserving valued traditions.

A Multicultural Entrapment

The images of women in chadors or burqas as contrasted with images of belly dancers which circulate
today as representations of Muslim/Middle Eastern women do not fluctuate from the images propagat-
ed by Orientalist paintings and colonial photographs which also offer contrasting representations of the
veiled thus secluded and the naked or semi-naked thus eroticised Muslim/Oriental woman. As well as
challenging the prevailing stereotypes of the Middle Eastern and North African women, the book aims
to highlight the element of diversity which characterises the lives of these women and the regions to
which they belong. The sense that most of the Middle Eastern and North African countries are Muslim
does confer a common identity, a distinction from others that may serve to bridge wide social, cultural,
and economic differences among them. However, it is also important to stress that significant elements
other than Islam contribute to the making of MENA societies and women'’s cultural identities. This book
was published as a special issue of the British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies.

Middle Eastern Minorities

Since it was first published in 2006, this concise overview of the making of the contemporary Middle
East has become essential reading for students and general readers who want to gain a better
understanding of this diverse region. Writing for a wide audience, Mehran Kamrava takes us from

fall of the Ottoman Empire to today, exploring along the way such central issues as the dynamics

of economic development, authoritarian endurance, and the Israel-Palestinian conflict. For this new,
thoroughly revised edition, he has brought the book fully up to date by incorporating events and issues
of the past few years. The Modern Middle East now includes information about the June 2009 Iranian
presidential elections and their aftermath, changes precipitated so far by the Obama administration,
Israel’s attack on Gaza in 2008, the effects of globalization on economic development, and more.

The Impact of the October Middle East War

'Hope for the Earth' explores the viability of an eschatological approach to an ecological theology,
spirituality, and praxis in the South African context. The basic intuition of such an eschatological
approach is that an environmental praxis can only be empowered on the basis of an adequate
understanding of Christian hope. Despair in the face of environmental destruction will inevitably lead
to a spirit of resignation. Where, then, can a vision of hope that includes hope for the earth be found?
The author proposes a "road map" for eschatology based on the observation that eschatology has
traditionally responded to three aspects of the human predicament, namely 1) the evil effects of sin; 2)
the problem of finitude and transience; and 3) the limitations of human power and knowledge in space
(Part A). This analysis is used to fathom the depths of despair as a result of environmental destruction
(Part B). The Biblical roots and subsequent history of Christian eschatology are discussed briefly (Part
C). Recent contributions in Christian eschatology, ecological theology, cosmology, and South African
expressions of hope are explored in depth in search of a vision of hope that includes hope for the earth
itself (Part D). The eschatological road map is used to develop a vision of hope for the earth on the
basis of a theology of life: life amidst death and destruction, life beyond death and eternal life in the
presence of God (Part E). Finally the implications of this vision for an ecological ethos, spirituality, and
praxis in the South African context are indicated (Part F).

The Impact of the October Middle East War

"Edward Said was an exiled individual - the 'out of place' Palestinian in the USA. He saw the
consequences of the 1948 dismantling of Palestine and the establishment of Israel through his parents'



experiences and through the collective statelessness imposed on the Palestinians. His own personal
experience of exile intensified when he moved to the USA. Yet despite the significance of exile to
Said's life and work, no scholarship has yet focused on this theme in his writings or traced its ongoing
applicability and importance. Rehnuma Sazzad fulfils this pressing need in literary and cultural research
by providing the first comprehensive definition of Said's theory of exile and revealing its legacy in
relation to five Middle Eastern intellectuals: Naguib Mahfouz, Mahmoud Darwish, Leila Ahmed, Nawal
El Saadawi and Youssef Chahine. Sazzad argues that for Said, the ideal intellectual is a metaphorical
exile. This exile does not have to be spatially disconnected from a homeland, but must demonstrate

a willing homelessness through specific strategies and techniques. By selecting a novelist, poet,
feminist, flmmaker and essayist, Sazzad shows how intellectuals from diverse fields become part of
the Saidian discourse through the expression of these 'exilic' qualities. The book creates a portrait of
redoubtable intellectual practice and in the twenty-first century context, when the frontiers of belonging
are constantly redrawn, Edward Said's Concept of Exile adds new depths to discourses of resistance,
home and identity."--Bloomsbury Publishing.

What's Really Wrong with the Middle East

This book examines global governance through Foucaultian notions of governmentality and security, as
well as the complex intersections between the two. The volume explores how Foucault's understanding
of the general economy of power in modern society allows us to consider the connection of two
broad possible dynamics: the global governmentalization of security and the securitization of global
governance. If Foucault's work on governmentality and security has found resonance in IR scholarship
in recent years it is in large part due to his understanding of how these forms of power must
necessarily take into account the management of circulation that, in seeking to maximize ‘good’ versus
‘bad’ circulatory flows, brings into play and problematizes the 'inside'/'outside’ upon which domestic
and international spaces have been traditionally understood. Indeed, Foucault introduces a set of
conceptual tools that can inform our analyses of globalization, global governance and security in ways
that have been left largely unexplored in the discipline of IR. Miguel de Larrinaga is Assistant Professor
at the University of Ottawa where he has been teaching since 2002. Marc G. Doucet is an Associate
Professor in the Department of Political Science at Saint Mary’s University.

The Muslim World Book Review

Combines analysis of transnational prostitution and traffic in women with a social history of the League
of Nations and interwar globalization. Global Women, Colonial Ports is a transnational history of
state-regulated prostitution in the Middle East and North Africa between the two world wars. Beginning
with international efforts to eradicate traffic in women and children, Liat Kozma examines French and
British policies regarding local and foreign prostitutes in the region and shows how these policies
affected and interacted with global migration routes of prostitutes and procurers. In so doing, she re-
veals how colonial domination mediated global mobility of people, practices, and ideas. Kozma weaves
together the perspectives of colonial and local feminists with those of medical doctors, demonstrating
that debates on prostitution were globalized and that transnational networks of knowledge and activism
existed. She also explores the League of Nations’ involvement in this social issue. As a history of

the Middle East, the book joins recent scholarship on modern globalization and the integration of the
region in global economic, activist, social, and religious interconnectedness. “Meticulously researched,
carefully written, and compellingly argued, this book breaks new ground. Kozma looks across the
region at a fascinating social issue—regulated prostitution—tying it to global concerns. Moving adroitly
from international law and urban planning to migration, disease, and abolition, she helps craft a new
understanding of mobility in the interwar period. This is transnational history at its best.” — Beth Baron,
author of The Orphan Scandal: Christian Missionaries and the Rise of the Muslim Brotherhood

The Middle East
Gender and Diversity in the Middle East and North Africa
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