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Delve into the complexities of African politics with this concise yet comprehensive introduction. It 
explores the diverse political systems, historical trajectories, and contemporary challenges shaping 
governance across the African continent, offering an accessible overview for students and general 
readers alike.
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African Politics: A Very Short Introduction

Africa is a continent of 54 countries and over a billion people. However, despite the rich diversity 
of the African experience, it is striking that continuations and themes seem to be reflected across 
the continent, particularly south of the Sahara. Questions of underdevelopment, outside exploitation, 
and misrule are characteristic of many - if not most-states in Sub-Saharan Africa. In this Very Short 
Introduction Ian Taylor explores how politics is practiced on the African continent, considering the 
nature of the state in Sub-Saharan Africa and why its state structures are generally weaker than 
elsewhere in the world. Exploring the historical and contemporary factors which account for Africa's 
underdevelopment, he also analyses why some African countries suffer from high levels of political 
violence while others are spared. Unveilling the ways in which African state and society actually function 
beyond the formal institutional façade, Taylor discusses how external factors - both inherited and 
contemporary - act upon the continent. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from 
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized 
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, 
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly 
readable.
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analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly 
readable.

African History: A Very Short Introduction

Intended for those interested in the African continent and the diversity of human history, this work looks 
at Africa's past and reflects on the changing ways it has been imagined and represented. It illustrates 
key themes in modern thinking about Africa's history with a range of historical examples.

Nelson Mandela: A Very Short Introduction

As well as being a remarkable statesman, Nelson Mandela has become a universal symbol of justice, 
a secular saint. Elleke Boehmer examines not only the great anti-apartheid leader's life, but also the 
ways in which images and representations have been used to create the Mandela we know today - an 
internationally recognized icon of freedom.

Geopolitics

Présentation de l'éditeur : "Encompassing everything from great power politics to everyday objects 
such as smart phones, geopolitics affects citizens, governments, and international bodies, and is far 
more than simply the impact of geographical features on political developments. This book considers 
both geopolitics' intellectual historical origins and its current concerns."

Politics: A Very Short Introduction

In this provocative but balanced essay, Kenneth Minogue discusses the development of politics from 
the ancient world to the twentieth century. He prompts us to consider why political systems evolve, how 
politics offers both power and order in our society, whether democracy is always a good thing, and what 
future politics may have in the twenty-first century. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions 
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These 
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors 
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging 
topics highly readable.

African Religions

This book connects traditional religions to the thriving religious activity in Africa today.

Human Dignity in African Philosophy

This book throws a spotlight on the under-explored African perspective on the mercurial concept of 
human dignity. To do so, it employs two strategies. In the first instance, it considers African theories of 
human dignity: (1) vitality; (2) community; (3) Personhood. Secondly, it explores the plausibility of these 
theories by applying them to select applied ethics themes, specifically: animal ethics, disability ethics 
and euthanasia. The aim of this book is not to argue for the plausibility of these African theories, but 
to familiarize the global audience of philosophy, ethics and related disciplines (legal studies, sociology, 
bioethics and so on) with a neglected African perspective on this vital concept. The books is aimed at 
scholars of philosophy interested in non-European and specifically African perspective.

Decolonization

Decolonization is the term commonly used to refer to this transition from a world of colonial empires 
to a world of nation-states in the years after World War II. This work demonstrates that this process 
involved considerable violence and instability.

African History: A Very Short Introduction

Essential reading for anyone interested in the African continent and the diversity of human history, this 
Very Short Introduction looks at Africa's past and reflects on the changing ways it has been imagined 
and represented. Key themes in current thinking about Africa's history are illustrated with a range of 
fascinating historical examples, drawn from over 5 millennia across this vast continent. ABOUT THE 
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles 
in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new 



subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm 
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

American Politics: A Very Short Introduction

American politics seems to grow more contentious and complicated by the day, and whether American 
democracy works well is hotly debated. Amidst all this roiling partisan argument and confusing claims 
and counterclaims, there has never been a greater need for an impartial primer on the basics of 
the American political system. This Very Short Introduction gives readers a concise, accessible, and 
sophisticated overview of the vital elements of American democracy, emphasizing both how these 
elements function, their historical origins, and how they have evolved into their present forms. Richard 
Valelly covers all facets of America's political system: the bicameral Congress and the place of 
the filibuster, the legislative-executive process, the role of the Supreme Court, political parties and 
democratic choice, bureaucracy, the partisan revival, and the political economy. He offers as well an 
original analysis of the evolution of the American presidency and a fascinating chapter on the effects 
of public polling on political decision-making and voter representation. Valelly shows that the American 
political system is, and always has been, very much a work in progress--unfolding within, and also 
constantly updating, an eighteenth-century constitutional framework. In a refreshingly balanced and 
judicious assessment, he explores the strengths of American democracy while candidly acknowledging 
both gaps in representation and the increasing income inequality have sparked protest and intense 
public discussion. Finally, Valelly considers the remarkable persistence, for more than two centuries, 
of the basic constitutional forms established in 1787, despite the dramatic social changes that have 
reshaped virtually all aspects of American life. For anyone wishing to understand the nuts and bolts 
of how our political system works--and sometimes fails to work--this Very Short Introduction is the 
very best place to start. About the Series: Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and 
original introductions to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary 
Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in 
this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the 
central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution 
of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it has influenced 
society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic discipline, offering all students an 
accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or 
appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions series 
has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.

An Introduction to African Politics

An Introduction to African Politics is the ideal textbook for those new to the study of this vast and 
fascinating continent. It makes sense of the diverse political systems that are a feature of Africa by using 
familiar concepts, chapter by chapter, to examine the continent as a whole. The result is a textbook 
that identifies the essential features of African politics, allowing students to grasp the recurring political 
patterns that have dominated this part of the world since independence. Features and benefits of the 
book include: * thematically organised, with individual chapters exploring issues such as colonialism, 
ethnicity, nationalism, social class, ideology, legitimacy, sovereignty, and democracy * identifies the key 
recurrent theme of competitive relationships between the African state, its civil society, and external 
interests * contains useful boxed case studies of key countries at the end of each chapter, including: 
Kenya; Tanzania; Nigeria; Botswana; Ivory Coast; Uganda; Somalia; Ghana; Zaire; and Algeria * each 
chapter concludes with key terms and definitions as well as questions, advice on further reading, and 
useful notes and references * clearly and accessibly written by an experienced teacher of the subject.

Introduction to African Politics

The second edition of Inside African Politics, updated throughout to reflect political developments 
across the continent, not only provides thorough coverage of the full range of core topics, but also 
furthers an awareness and understanding of key theoretical issues and current debates.Drawing on 
their extensive teaching and fieldwork experience, Pierre Englebert and Kevin Dunn offer:a straightfor-
ward, accessible style, making even complex ideas easy to understand; a balanced approach, exposing 
multiple perspectives on contested issues; a focus on both states and citizens, politics from above and 
below; discussions of existing policies, as well as policy implications of different approaches; and an 



abundance of rich data and illustrative examples.The result is both an essential text and a long-term 
resource for students and scholars alike.

Inside African Politics

We live today in an interconnected world in which ordinary people can became instant online celebrities 
to fans thousands of miles away, in which religious leaders can influence millions globally, in which 
humans are altering the climate and environment, and in which complex social forces intersect across 
continents. This is globalization. In the fifth edition of his bestselling Very Short Introduction Manfred B. 
Steger considers the major dimensions of globalization: economic, political, cultural, ideological, and 
ecological. He looks at its causes and effects, and engages with the hotly contested question of whether 
globalization is, ultimately, a good or a bad thing. From climate change to the Ebola virus, Donald Trump 
to Twitter, trade wars to China's growing global profile, Steger explores today's unprecedented levels of 
planetary integration as well as the recent challenges posed by resurgent national populism. ABOUT 
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of 
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new 
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm 
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Globalization: a Very Short Introduction

There are many stories we can tell about the past, and we are not, perhaps, as free as we might 
imagine in our choice of which stories to tell, or where those stories end. John Arnold's Very Short 
Introduction is a stimulating essay about how we study and understand history. The book begins by 
inviting us to think about various questions provoked by our investigation of history, and explores the 
ways these questions have been answered in the past. Concepts such as causation, interpretation, 
and periodization, are introduced by means of concrete examples of how historians work, giving the 
reader a sense of the excitement of discovering not only the past, but also ourselves. ABOUT THE 
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles 
in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new 
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm 
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

History: A Very Short Introduction

Niccolo Machiavelli taught that political leaders must be prepared to do evil so that good may come 
of it, and his name has been a byword ever since for duplicity and immorality. Is his sinister reputation 
deserved? In answering this question Quentin Skinner traces the course of Machiavelli's adult life, from 
his time as Second Chancellor of the Florentine republic, during which he met with kings, the pope, and 
the Holy Roman Emperor; to the fall of the republic in 1512; to his death in 1527. It was after the fall of 
the Republic that Machiavelli composed his main political works: The Prince, the Discourses, and The 
History of Florence. In this second edition of his Very Short Introduction Skinner includes new material 
on The Prince, showing how Machiavelli developed his neo-classical political theory, through engaging 
in continual dialogue with the ancient Roman moralists and historians, especially Cicero and Livy. The 
aim of political leaders, Machiavelli argues, should be to act virtuously so far as possible, but to stand 
ready 'to be not good' when this course of action is dictated by necessity. Exploring the pivotal concept 
of princely virtu to be found in classical and Renaissance humanist texts, Skinner brings new light to 
Machiavelli's philosophy of a willingness to do whatever may be necessary - whether moral or otherwise 
-to maintain a position of power. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford 
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books 
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, 
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Machiavelli

Of undoubtable relevance today, in a post-9-11 world of growing political tension and unease, this Very 
Short Introduction covers the topics essential to an understanding of modern international relations. 
Paul Wilkinson explains the theories and the practice that underlie the subject, and investigates issues 
ranging from foreign policy, arms control, and terrorism, to the environment and world poverty. He 
examines the role of organizations such as the United Nations and the European Union, as well as 
the influence of ethnic and religious movements and terrorist groups which also play a role in shaping 



the way states and governments interact. This up-to-date book is required reading for those seeking a 
new perspective to help untangle and decipher international events. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very 
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every 
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our 
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting 
and challenging topics highly readable.

International Relations: A Very Short Introduction

'I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it' This slogan, attributed 
to Voltaire, is frequently quoted by defenders of free speech. Yet it is rare to find anyone prepared 
to defend all expression in every circumstance, especially if the views expressed incite violence. So 
where do the limits lie? What is the real value of free speech? Here, Nigel Warburton offers a concise 
guide to important questions facing modern society about the value and limits of free speech: Where 
should a civilized society draw the line? Should we be free to offend other people's religion? Are 
there good grounds for censoring pornography? Has the Internet changed everything? This Very Short 
Introduction is a thought-provoking, accessible, and up-to-date examination of the liberal assumption 
that free speech is worth preserving at any cost. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions 
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These 
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors 
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging 
topics highly readable.

Free Speech: A Very Short Introduction

Anchored in the principles of the free-market economics, 'neoliberalism' has been associated with 
such different political leaders as Ronald Reagan, Margaret Thatcher, Bill Clinton, Tony Blair, Augusto 
Pinochet, and Junichiro Koizumi. In its heyday during the late 1990s, neoliberalism emerged as the 
world's dominant economic paradigm stretching from the Anglo-American heartlands of capitalism to 
the former communist bloc all the way to the developing regions of the global South. At the dawn of the 
new century, however, neoliberalism has been discredited as the global economy, built on its principles, 
has been shaken to its core by a financial calamity not seen since the dark years of the 1930s. So is 
neoliberalism doomed or will it regain its former glory? Will reform-minded G-20 leaders embark on a 
genuine new course or try to claw their way back to the neoliberal glory days of the Roaring Nineties? 
Is there a viable alternative to neoliberalism? Exploring the origins, core claims, and considerable 
variations of neoliberalism, this Very Short Introduction offers a concise and accessible introduction 
to one of the most debated 'isms' of our time. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions 
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These 
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors 
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging 
topics highly readable.

Neoliberalism: A Very Short Introduction

No political concept is more used, and misused, than that of democracy. Nearly every regime today 
claims to be democratic, but not all 'democracies' allow free politics, and free politics existed long 
before democratic franchises. This book is a short account of the history of the doctrine and practice of 
democracy, from ancient Greece and Rome through the American, French, and Russian revolutions, 
and of the usages and practices associated with it in the modern world. It argues that democracy is 
a necessary but not a sufficient condition for good government, and that ideas of the rule of law, and 
of human rights, should in some situations limit democratic claims. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very 
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every 
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our 
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting 
and challenging topics highly readable.

Democracy: A Very Short Introduction

Political thought is an essential ingredient of politics and the study of political ideas is equally essential 
for the analysis of political systems. Although the study of African politics has expanded in past years, 
African political ideas have been relatively neglected. Yet a significant characteristic of African political 



activity is that those who exert the greatest influence in practical politics also take the lead in formulating 
those ideas that might be characterised as political thought. The relationship between African political 
thought and African political action is, in formal terms, a close one. In addition to the main introduction, 
which discusses the characteristics and significance of African political ideology, the editors have 
provided short introductions to each major section of documents, biographies of the authors quoted, 
and a substantial bibliography of works by individual Africans or non-Africans who have influenced 
thought, as well as of more general sources. With this book the reader will be able to understand readily 
the issues which are of the most fundamental concern in African politics, and the attitudes which inform 
the actions of those in crucial posts of political authority.

African Aims and Attitudes

Environmental politics has many faces and operates at multiple scales: it preoccupies individuals as 
well as governments, drives local agreements as well as international treaties, results in minor business 
changes as well as wholesale business decisions, and fluctuates between a politics of protest and one 
of accommodation. In this Very Short Introduction Andrew Dobson offers a lively and comprehensive 
commentary on the many facets of environmental politics today. Looking towards the future, he asks 
whether environmental politics will be comfortably accommodated by mainstream politics, or whether 
the advent of the Anthropocene - a whole new geological epoch driven by human impact on the 
environment - will herald a break with the politics of growth that has dominated social life since the 
beginning of the Industrial Revolution. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from 
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized 
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, 
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly 
readable.

Environmental Politics

This 'Very Short Introduction' discusses the necessity of welfare states in modern capitalist societies. 
Situating social policy in an historical, sociological, and comparative perspective, David Garland brings 
a new understanding to familiar debates, policies, and institutions.

The Welfare State

This Very Short Introduction explores the key themes from more than 1,000 years of Scotland's 
fascinating history. Covering everything from the Jacobites to devolution to the modern economy, this 
concise account presents a fully-integrated picture of what Scottish society, culture, politics and religion 
look like, and why.

Scotland: A Very Short Introduction

John Maynard Keynes (1883-1946) is a central thinker of the twentieth century, not just an economic 
theorist and statesman, but also in economics, philosophy, politics, and culture. In this Very Short 
Introduction Lord Skidelsky, a renowned biographer of Keynes, explores his ethical and practical 
philosophy, his monetary thought, and provides an insight into his life and works. In the recent financial 
crisis Keynes's theories have become more timely than ever, and remain at the centre of political 
and economic discussion. With a look at his major works and his contribution to twentieth-century 
economic thought, Skidelsky considers Keynes's legacy on today's society. ABOUT THE SERIES: The 
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every 
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our 
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting 
and challenging topics highly readable.

Keynes: A Very Short Introduction

Women and Power in Africa: Aspiring, Campaigning, and Governing examines women's experiences 
in African politics as aspirants to public office, as candidates in election campaigns, and as elected 
representatives. Part I evaluates women's efforts to become party candidates in four African countries: 
Benin, Ghana, Malawi, and Zambia. The chapters draw on a variety of methods, including extensive 
interviews with women candidates, to describe and assess the barriers confronted when women seek 
to enter politics. The chapters help explain why women remain underrepresented as candidates for 



office, particularly in countries without gender-based quotas, by emphasizing the impact of financial 
constraints, fears of violence, and resistance among party leaders. Part II turns to women's experiences 
as candidates during elections in Kenya and Ghana. One chapter provides an in-depth account of a 
woman's presidential bid in Kenya, demonstrating how gendered ethnicity undermined her candidacy, 
and another chapter presents a novel evaluation of the media's coverage of women candidates in 
Ghana. Part III turns to women as legislators in Namibia, Uganda, and Burkina Faso, asking whether 
women engage in substantive representation on gendered policy issues once in office. The chapters 
challenge the assumption that a critical mass of women is necessary or sufficient to achieve substan-
tive representation. Taken together, the book's chapters problematize existing hypotheses regarding 
women in political power, drawing on understudied countries and variety of empirical methods. By 
following political pathways from entry to governance, the book uncovers how gendered experiences 
early in the political process shape what is possible for women once they attain political power. 
Oxford Studies in African Politics and International Relations is a series for scholars and students 
working on African politics and International Relations and related disciplines. Volumes concentrate on 
contemporary developments in African political science, political economy, and International Relations, 
such as electoral politics, democratization, decentralization, the political impact of natural resources, 
the dynamics and consequences of conflict, and the nature of the continent's engagement with the 
East and West. Comparative and mixed methods work is particularly encouraged. Case studies are 
welcomed but should demonstrate the broader theoretical and empirical implications of the study and 
its wider relevance to contemporary debates. The series focuses on sub-Saharan Africa, although 
proposals that explain how the region engages with North Africa and other parts of the world are 
of interest. Series Editors: Nic Cheeseman, Professor of Democracy and International Development, 
University of Birmingham; and Ricardo Soares de Oliveira, Professor of the International Politics of 
Africa, University of Oxford.

Women and Power in Africa

Annotation Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa represent almost 18% of the world economy, 
with their contribution to world growth having already exceeded 50%. But what does the emergence of 
the BRICS mean for global politics? Andrew Cooper discusses the BRICS as a concept and its practice 
in global politics.

The BRICS

The influence of Aristotle, the prince of philosophers, on the intellectual history of the West is second 
to none. In this book Jonathan Barnes examines Aristotle's scientific researches, his discoveries in 
logic and his metaphysical theories, his work in psychology and in ethics and politics, and his ideas 
about art and poetry, placing his teachings in their historical context. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very 
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every 
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our 
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting 
and challenging topics highly readable.

Aristotle: A Very Short Introduction

"African American Religion offers a provocative historical and philosophical treatment of the religious 
life of African Americans. Glaude argues that the phrase "African American religion" is meaningful 
only insofar as it singles out the distinctive waysreligion has been leveraged by African Americans 
to respond to different racial regimes in the United States. That bold claim frames how he reads the 
historical record. Slavery, Jim Crow, and current appeals to color blindness serve as a backdrop for 
histreatment of conjure, African American Christianity and Islam"--

African American Religion

This book introduces readers to the concepts of political philosophy. It starts by explaining why the 
subject is important and how it tackles basic ethical questions such as 'how should we live together in 
society?' It looks at political authority, the reasons why we need politics at all, the limitations of politics, 
and whether there are areas of life that shouldn't be governed by politics. It explores the connections 
between political authority and justice, a constant theme in political philosophy, and the ways in which 
social justice can be used to regulate rather than destroy a market economy. David Miller discusses why 
nations are the natural units of government and whether the rise of multiculturalism and transnational 



co-operation will change this: will we ever see the formation of a world government? ABOUT THE 
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles 
in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new 
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm 
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Political Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction

Thomas Hobbes, the first great English political philosopher, has long had the reputation of being a 
pessimistic atheist, who saw human nature as inevitably evil and proposed a totalitarian state to subdue 
human failings. In this illuminating study, Richard Tuck re-evaluates Hobbes's philosophy and dispels 
these myths, revealing him to have been passionately concerned with the refutation of scepticism, and 
to have developed a theory of knowledge which rivalled that of Descartes in its importance. ABOUT 
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of 
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new 
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm 
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Introduction to African Politics: a Continental Approach

'The United Nations: a Very Short Introduction' engages the current debate over the United Nation's 
effectiveness and explains how it was originally conceived, how it has come to its present form, and 
how it must confront new challenges in a rapidly changing world. In what ways has the UN succeeded 
and failed as a guardian of international peace and security, as a promoter of human rights, protector 
of international law, and engineer of socio-economic development?

Hobbes: A Very Short Introduction

Generally referring to all forms of social coordination and patterns of rule, the term 'governance' is 
used in many different contexts. In this Very Short Introduction, Mark Bevir explores the main theories 
of governance and considers their impact on ideas of governance in the corporate, public, and global 
arenas.

The United Nations

A great deal of the world's history is the history of empires. Indeed it could be said that all history 
is colonial history, if one takes a broad enough definition and goes far enough back. And although 
the great historic imperial systems, the land-based Russian one as well as the seaborne empires of 
western European powers, have collapsed during the past half century, their legacies shape almost 
every aspect of life on a global scale. Meanwhile there is fierce argument, and much speculation, 
about what has replaced the old territorial empires in world politics. Do the United States and its allies, 
transnational companies, financial and media institutions, or more broadly the forces of 'globalization', 
constitute a new imperial system? Stephen Howe interprets the meaning of the idea of 'empire' through 
the ages, disentangling the multiple uses and abuses of the labels 'empire', 'colonialism', etc., and 
examines the aftermath of imperialism on the contemporary world. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very 
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every 
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our 
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting 
and challenging topics highly readable.

Governance: A Very Short Introduction

This book provides the first comprehensive overview of Africa's history of democracy, grappling with 
important questions facing Africa today.

Empire: A Very Short Introduction

This innovative and lively book is quite unlike any other introduction to postcolonialism. Robert Young 
examines the political, social, and cultural after-effects of decolonization by presenting situations, 
experiences, and testimony rather than going through the theory at an abstract level. He situates 
the debate in a wide cultural context, discussing its importance as an historical condition, with 
examples such as the status of aboriginal people, of those dispossessed from their land, Algerian raï 



music, postcolonial feminism, and global social and ecological movements. Above all, Young argues, 
postcolonialism offers a political philosophy of activism that contests the current situation of global 
inequality, and so in a new way continues the anti-colonial struggles of the past. ABOUT THE SERIES: 
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost 
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject 
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make 
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Democracy in Africa

There is often a demand for a short, sharp definition of racism, for example as captured in the popular 
formula Power + Prejudice= Racism. But in reality, racism is a complex, multidimensional phenomenon 
that cannot be captured by such definitions. In our world today there are a variety of racisms at play, 
and it is necessary to distinguish between issues such as individual prejudice, and systematic racisms 
which entrench racialiazed inequalities over time. This Very Short Introduction explores the history 
of racial ideas and a wide range of racisms - biological, cultural, colour-blind, and structural - and 
illuminates issues that have been the subject of recent debates. Is Islamophobia a form of racism? 
Is there a new antisemitism? Why has whiteness become an important source of debate? What is 
Intersectionality? What is unconscious or implicit bias, and what is its importance in understanding 
racial discrimination? Ali Rattansi tackles these questions, and also shows why African Americans and 
other ethnic minorities in the USA and Europe continue to suffer from discrimination today that results 
in ongoing disadvantage in these white dominant societies. Finally he explains why there has been a 
resurgence of national populist and far-right movements and explores their implications for the future 
of racism. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press 
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way 
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new 
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Postcolonialism: A Very Short Introduction

Together these countries pioneered new technologies that have made them ever richer.

Racism: a Very Short Introduction

Global Economic History: A Very Short Introduction
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