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The phrase "Twain Stanley Enter Paradise" encapsulates a profound journey towards an ultimate state
of bliss and discovery. This conceptual narrative explores the metaphorical or literal pathways to a
perfect realm, offering insights into personal fulfillment, spiritual awakening, and the pursuit of an idyllic
existence. Delve into the themes of transcendence and the attainment of one's heavenly destination.
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Twain & Stanley Enter Paradise

Twain & Stanley Enter Paradise, by Pulitzer Prize-winning author Oscar Hijuelos, is a luminous work of
fiction inspired by the real-life, 37-year friendship between two towering figures of the late nineteenth
century, famed writer and humorist Mark Twain and legendary explorer Sir Henry Morton Stanley.
Hijuelos was fascinated by the Twain-Stanley connection and eventually began researching and writing
a novel that used the scant historical record of their relationship as a starting point for a more detailed
fictional account. It was a labor of love for Hijuelos, who worked on the project for more than ten years,
publishing other novels along the way but always returning to Twain and Stanley; indeed, he was still
revising the manuscript the day before his sudden passing in 2013. The resulting novel is a richly woven
tapestry of people and events that is unique among the author's works, both in theme and structure.
Hijuelos ingeniously blends correspondence, memoir, and third-person omniscience to explore the
intersection of these Victorian giants in a long vanished world. From their early days as journalists in the
American West, to their admiration and support of each other's writing, their mutual hatred of slavery,
their social life together in the dazzling literary circles of the period, and even a mysterious journey

to Cuba to search for Stanley's adoptive father, Twain & Stanley Enter Paradise superbly channels
two vibrant but very different figures. It is also a study of Twain's complex bond with Mrs. Stanley, the
bohemian portrait artist Dorothy Tennant, who introduces Twain and his wife to the world of sv©ances
and mediums after the tragic death of their daughter. A compelling and deeply felt historical fantasia
that utilizes the full range of Hijuelos' gifts, Twain & Stanley Enter Paradise stands as an unforgettable
coda to a brilliant writing career.

Thoughts without Cigarettes

A beloved Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist turns his pen to the real people and places that have
influenced his life and literature. A comprehensive look into the mind of a writer. Born in Manhattan’'s
Morningside Heights to Cuban immigrants in 1951, Oscar Hijuelos introduces readers to the colorful
circumstances of his upbringing. The son of a Cuban hotel worker and exuberant poetry-writing mother,
his story, played out against the backdrop of a working-class neighborhood, takes on an even richer
dimension when his relationship with his family and culture changes forever. During a sojourn with
his mother in pre-Castro Cuba, he catches a disease that sends him into a Dickensian home for
terminally ill children. The yearlong stay estranges him from the very language and people he had so
loved. With a cast of characters whose stories are both funny and tragic, Thoughts Without Cigarettes
follows Hijuelos's subsequent quest for his true identity — a mystery whose resolution he eventually
discovers hidden away in the trappings of his fiction, and which finds its most glorious expression in his
best-known book,The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love. llluminating the most dazzling scenes from
his novels, Thoughts Without Cigarettes reveals the true stories and indelible memories that shaped a
literary genius.

The Encyclopedia of Contemporary American Fiction, 2 Volumes
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Fresh perspectives and eye-opening discussions of contemporary American fiction In The Encyclo-
pedia of Contemporary American Fiction: 1980-2020, a team of distinguished scholars delivers a
focused and in-depth collection of essays on some of the most significant and influential authors and
literary subjects of the last four decades. Cutting-edge entries from established and new voices discuss
subjects as varied as multiculturalism, contemporary regionalisms, realism after poststructuralism,
indigenous narratives, globalism, and big data in the context of American fiction from the last 40 years.
The Encyclopedia provides an overview of American fiction at the turn of the millennium as well as

a vision of what may come. It perfectly balances analysis, summary, and critique for an illuminating
treatment of the subject matter. This collection also includes: An exciting mix of established and
emerging contributors from around the world discussing central and cutting-edge topics in American
fiction studies Focused, critical explorations of authors and subjects of critical importance to American
fiction Topics that reflect the energies and tendencies of contemporary American fiction from the forty
years between 1980 and 2020 The Encyclopedia of Contemporary American Fiction: 1980-2020 is a
must-have resource for undergraduate and graduate students of American literature, English, creative
writing, and fiction studies. It will also earn a place in the libraries of scholars seeking an authoritative
array of contributions on both established and newer authors of contemporary fiction.

Mark Twain in Paradise

For Mark Twain, it was love at first landfall. Samuel Clemens first encountered the Bermuda Islands
in 1867 on a return voyage from the Holy Land and found them much to his liking. One of the most
isolated spots in the world, Bermuda offered the writer a refuge from his harried and sometimes sad
existence on the mainland, and this island paradise called him back another seven times. Clemens
found that Bermuda’s beauty, pace, weather, and company were just the medicine he needed, and
its seafaring culture with few connections to the outside world appealed to his love of travel by water.
This book is the first comprehensive study of Clemens’s love affair with Bermuda, a vivid depiction of
a celebrated author on recurring vacations. Donald Hoffmann has culled and clarified passages from
Mark Twain’s travel pieces, letters, and unpublished autobiographical dictation—with cross-references
to his fiction and infrequently cited short pieces—to create a little-known view of the author at leisure
on his fantasy island. Mark Twain in Paradise sheds light on both Clemens’s complex character and the
topography and history of the islands. Hoffmann has plumbed the voluminous Mark Twain scholarship
and Bermudian archives to faithfully re-create turn-of-the-century Bermuda, supplying historical and
biographical background to give his narrative texture and depth. He offers insight into Bermuda’s natural
environment, traditional stone houses, and romantic past, and he presents dozens of illustrations,
both vintage and new, showing that much of what Mark Twain described can still be seen today.
Hoffmann also provides insight into the social circles Clemens moved in—and sometimes collected
around himself. When visiting the islands, he rubbed shoulders with the likes of socialist Upton Sinclair
and multimillionaire Henry H. Rogers; with Woodrow Wilson and his lover, socialite Mary Peck; as well
as with the young girls to whom he enjoyed playing grandfather. “You go to heaven if you want to,” Mark
Twain wrote from Bermuda in 1910 during his long last visit. “I'd druther stay here.” And because much
of what Clemens enjoyed in the islands is still available to experience today, visitors to Bermuda can
now have America’s favorite author as their guide. Mark Twain in Paradise is an unexpected addition
to the vast literature by and about Mark Twain and a work of travel literature unlike any other.

Our House in the Last World

Bearing all the hallmarks of Hijuelos's later work -- exuberance, passion, honesty, and humor -- this
debut novel was heralded on its publication twenty years ago as "virtuoso writing . . . a novel of great
warmth and tenderness" (New York Times Book Review). Filled with the sights and sounds of Cuba's
Oriente province and New York City, the music and films of the fifties, lusty fantasies and the toughest
of life's realities, it is the unforgettable story of Hector Santinio, the American-born son of Cuban
immigrants, who is haunted by tales of "home" (a Cuba he has never seen) and by the excesses and
then the death of his loving father.This edition includes a new autobiographical introduction by the
author, reflecting on how he came to write Our House in the Last World, and a new afterword in which
he comments on the story. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.

Empress of the Splendid Season

Oscar Hijuelos vividly brings to life the joys, desires, and disappointment of American life withessed
through the experience of a formerly prosperous Cuban émigré named Lydia Espana--now a cleaning



woman in New York. In magnetic prose, he juxtaposes Lydia's tale with the stories of her clients,
contrasting her experiences with the secret lives of those for whom she works. No one writes better of
love or the pulse of a city, nor has any writer better captured the complexity inherent in the emigration
experience; how assimilation is at once the achievement of dreams, yet also a loss of the past. Empress
of the Splendid Season is Hijuelos at his masterful best, a novel filled with incantatory, rhythmic prose
and rich in heartfelt vision.

The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love

When it was first published in 1989, The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love became an international
bestselling sensation, winning rave reviews and the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. To celebrate its 20th
anniversary, the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel that changed the landscape of American literature returns
with a new afterword by Oscar Hijuelos. Here is the story of the memorable Castillo brothers, from
Havana to New York's Upper West Side. The lovelorn songwriter Nestor and his macho brother Cesar
find success in the city's dance halls and beyond playing the rhythms that earn them their band's name,
as they struggle with elusive fame and lost love in a richly sensual tale that has become a cultural
touchstone and an enduring favorite.

Deep Past

“A fascinating thriller... Linden does a masterly job of integrating intriguing speculative science into a
page-turning plot.” —Publisher's Weekly, starred review If nature could invent intelligence of our scale
in a blink of geologic time, who'’s to say it hasn’t been done before... A routine dig in Kazakhstan takes
a radical turn for thirty-two-year-old anthropologist Claire Knowland when a stranger turns up at the
site with a bizarre find from a remote section of the desolate Kazakh Steppe. Her initial skepticism

of this mysterious discovery gives way to a realization that the find will shake the very foundations

of our understanding of evolution and intelligence. Corrupt politics of Kazakhstan force Claire to take
reckless chances with the discovery. Among the allies she gathers in her fight to save herself and bring
the discovery to light is Sergei Anachey, a brilliant but enigmatic Russian geologist who becomes her
unlikely protector even as he deals with his own unknown crisis. Ultimately, Claire finds herself fighting
not just for the discovery and her academic reputation, but for her very life as great power conflict
engulfs the unstable region and an unscrupulous oligarch attempts to take advantage of the chaos.
Drawing on Eugene Linden’s celebrated non-fiction investigations into what makes humans different
from other species, this international thriller mixes fact and the fantastical, the realities of academic
politics, and high stakes geopolitics—engaging the reader every step of the way.

Mr. Ives' Christmas

Hijuelos' novel tells the story of Mr. Ives, who was adopted from a foundling's home as a child. When
we first meet him in the 1950s, Mr. Ives is very much a product of his time. He has a successful
career in advertising, a wife and two children, and believes he is on his way to pursuing the typical
American dream. But the dream is shattered when his son Robert, who is studying for the priesthood,
is killed violently at Christmas. Overwhelmed by grief and threatened by a loss of faith in humankind,
Mr. lves begins to question the very foundations of his life. Part love story--of a man for his wife, for his
children, for God--and part meditation on how a person can find spiritual peace in the midst of crisis,
Mr. lves' Christmas is a beautifully written, tender and passionate story of a man trying to put his life in
perspective. In the expert hands of Oscar Hijuelos, the novel speaks eloquently to the most basic and
fulfilling aspects of life for all of us.

Empress of the Splendid Season

Oscar Hijuelos vividly brings to life the joys, desires, and disappointment of American life witnessed
through the experience of a formerly prosperous Cuban emigre named Lydia Espana--now a cleaning
woman in New York. In magnetic prose, he juxtaposes Lydia's tale with the stories of her clients,
contrasting her experiences with the secret lives of those for whom she works. No one writes better of
love or the pulse of a city, nor has any writer better captured the complexity inherent in the emigration
experience; how assimilation is at once the achievement of dreams, yet also a loss of the past. Empress
of the Splendid Season is Hijuelos at his masterful best, a novel filled with incantatory, rhythmic prose
and rich in heartfelt vision.

Dark Dude



In the 1960s, Rico Fuentes, a pale-skinned Cuban American teenager, abandons drug-infested New
York City for the picket fence and apple pie world of Wisconsin, only to discover that he still feels like
an outsider and that violent and judgmental people ca

Latino Almanac

A celebration of people and pride! Explore the achievements and contributions of Latinos in the United
States with this illuminating history. Latinos in the United States are a vibrant mix of people and multiple
identities, each unique, varied, and accomplished. Beginning with the Spanish explorers in the sixteenth
century, Latinos have been an important part of American society. They’ve fought the Revolutionary
War, the Civil War, and all wars in between and since, and in the last decade, their businesses have
grown at twice the pace of the overall U.S. economy. The most complete and affordable single-volume
reference on Latino history available today, Latino Almanac: From Columbus to Corporate America
honors the history and the impact of Latinos on the United States. This hefty tome is a fascinating
mix of biographies, little-known or misunderstood historical facts, and enlightening essays on signif-
icant legislation, movements, current issues, and achievements across a variety of fields, including
business, labor, politics, the military, music, sports, law, media, religion, art, literature, theater, film,
science, technology, and medicine. A large collection of 650 biographies includes both celebrated
and lesser-known Latino stars, such as Dolores Fernandez Huerta, labor leader Sonia Sotomayor,
Supreme Court justice Juan Felipe Herrera, U.S. poet laureate Roberto C. Goizueta, businessperson,
former CEO of Coca-Cola Selena Gémez, actor, singer, producer Rebecca Lobo, basketball player,
sports analyst Anthony D. Romero, executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, U.S. congressperson Ellen Ochoa, astronaut, engineer Anthony R. Jiménez,
entrepreneur Maria Hinojosa, journalist Dennis Chavez, U.S. senator Oscar Mufioz, businessperson,
CEO United Airlines Antonia Novello, surgeon general of the United States Geraldo Miguel Rivera,
journalist Lin-Manuel Miranda, playwright, actor, director Alex Rodriguez, baseball player Rodolfo
Anaya, novelist Desi Arnaz, television producer, actor, singer Jessica Mendoza, sportscaster, softball
player Nydia Velasquez, U.S. congressperson Edward James Olmos, actor Marco Rubio, U.S. senator
Rita Moreno, actor, dancer César Chavez, labor leader Marcelo Claure, businessperson, former Sprint
CEO Ariel Dorfman, playwright, novelist Miriam Colén, actress, theater owner, producer Joaquin
Castro, chair of the Hispanic Congressional Caucus And many, many more! While Latinos are among
both the original and newest immigrants, today the majority of U.S. Latinos were born here and most
speak English—although most are bilingual to one degree or another. Their influence on the economy
and culture continues to increase. Their impact on the United States has been wide-ranging. Salsa
has even overtaken ketchup to become the most popular condiment in the United States! Devoted to
illustrating the moving and often lost history of Latinos in America, Latino Almanac is a unique and
valuable resource. Numerous photographs and illustrations, a helpful bibliography, a timeline, and an
extensive index add to its usefulness. Commemorating and honoring Latino achievements, honors, and
influence, this important book brings to light all there is to admire and discover about Latino Americans!

Mr. Ives' Christmas

Mr. Ives' personal peace and faith in the goodness of God are imperilled when his son is shot and killed
just before Christmas.

Dark Dude

He didn't say good-bye. He didn't leave a phone number. And he didn't plan on coming back - ever. In
Wisconsin, Rico could blend in. His light hair and lighter skin wouldn't make him the "dark dude" or
the punching bag for the whole neighborhood. The Midwest is the land of milk and honey, but for Rico
Fuentes, it's really a last resort. Trading Harlem for Wisconsin, though, means giving up on a big part of
his identity. And when Rico no longer has to prove that he's Latino, he almost stops being one. Except
he can never have an ordinary white kid's life, because there are some things that can't be left behind,
that can't be cut loose or forgotten. These are the things that will be with you forever.... These are the
things that will follow you a thousand miles away. For anyone who loved The Outsiders -- and for anyone
who's ever felt like one -- Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist Oscar Hijuelos brings to life a haunting choice
and an unforgettable journey about identity, misidentity, and all that we take with us when we run away.

Twain's End



"In March of 1909, Mark Twain cheerfully blessed the wedding of his private secretary, Isabel V. Lyon,
and his business manager, Ralph Ashcroft. One month later, he fired both, wrote a ferocious 429-page
rant about the pair, and then --with his daughter, Clara Clemens--slandered Isabel in the newspapers,
erasing her nearly seven years of devoted service to their family."--Page 4 of cover

The Fourteen Sisters of Emilio Montez O'Brien

The saga of the Montez O'Brien family, the children of an enterprising Irish-American named Nelson
O'Brien, and his beautiful, aristocratic Cuban-American wife, Mariela Montez. The lives of their extra-
ordinary children span the 20th century and the globe.

Mr. lves' Christmas

Hijuelos' novel tells the story of Mr. Ives, who was adopted from a foundling's home as a child. When
we first meet him in the 1950s, Mr. Ives is very much a product of his time. He has a successful
career in advertising, a wife and two children, and believes he is on his way to pursuing the typical
American dream. But the dream is shattered when his son Robert, who is studying for the priesthood,
is killed violently at Christmas. Overwhelmed by grief and threatened by a loss of faith in humankind,
Mr. lves begins to question the very foundations of his life. Part love story--of a man for his wife, for his
children, for God--and part meditation on how a person can find spiritual peace in the midst of crisis,
Mr. lves' Christmas is a beautifully written, tender and passionate story of a man trying to put his life in
perspective. In the expert hands of Oscar Hijuelos, the novel speaks eloquently to the most basic and
fulfilling aspects of life for all of us.

How Not to Drown in a Glass of Water

'One of my favorite books | have read in years' Quiara Alegria Hudes, Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright
and screenwriter of In the Heights Write this down: Cara Romero wants to work. Cara Romero thought
she would work at the factory of little lamps for the rest of her life. But when, in her mid-50s, she loses
her job in the Great Recession, she is forced back into the job market for the first time in decades. Set
up with a job counselor, Cara instead begins to narrate the story of her life. Over the course of twelve
sessions, Cara recounts her tempestuous love affairs, her alternately biting and loving relationships
with her neighbor Lulu and her sister Angela, her struggles with debt, gentrification and loss, and,
eventually, what really happened between her and her estranged son, Fernando. As Cara confronts her
darkest secrets and regrets, we see a woman buffeted by life but still full of fight. Structurally inventive
and emotionally kaleidoscopic, How Not to Drown in a Glass of Water is Angie Cruz's most ambitious
and moving novel yet, and Cara is a heroine for the ages.

Mark Twain's Visit to Heaven

A Pulitzer Prize-winning author makes his teen fiction debut with a gritty coming-of-age novel that is
full of details and icons of teenage life in the 1960s: the lure of the hippie culture, the fight to fit in, and
the desperate need to break away.

Dark Dude

The last story published by Twain, in 1909, tells of Captain Elias Stormfield's journey to heaven and
his experiences there. This irreverent satire punctures conventional religious views of the afterlife and
delivers a sharp critique of so-called human virtues-which are often humanity's own vanities in disguise.

Extract from Captain Stormfield's Visit to Heaven

Captain Stormfield's Visit to Heaven is a short story written by American writer Mark Twain. It first
appeared in print in Harper's Magazine in December 1907 and January 1908, and was published in
book form with some revisions in 1909. This was the last story published by Twain during his life. The
story follows Captain Elias Stormfield on his decades long cosmic journey to Heaven; his accidental
misplacement after racing a comet; and the general obsession of souls with the celebrities of Heaven
such as Adam, Moses, and Elijah, who according to Twain become as distant to most people in Heaven
as living celebrities are on Earth. Twain uses this story to show his view that the common conception of
Heaven is ludicrous, and points out the incongruities of such beliefs with his characteristic adroit usage
of hyperbole.



Extract from Captain Stormfield's Visit to Heaven (Esprios Classics)

Punctuated with great wit, beauty, and playfulness, Mason's brilliant and beguiling debut novel reimag-
ines Homer's classic story of the hero Odysseus and his long journey home after the fall of Troy, opening
up this classic Greek myth to endless reverberating interpretations.

The Lost Books of the Odyssey

James Rollins odhaluje starodavné nebezpe i ukryté na strankach Bible, které ohroZuje sou asny

sv t.Pokud se skute n odehraly egyptské rany, nemohly by nastat znovu, tentokrat v celosv tovém

m Yitku?Dva roky po svém zmizeni v suidanské pousti se vodce britské archeologické expedice profesor
Harold McCabe objevuje znovu, ale umira dYiv, nez sta i vyprav t svoj pYib h. Zahada se prohloubi, kdyz
pitva odhali d sivou skute nost: n kdo ho za al zaziva mumifikovat.Profesor McCabe zmizel pYi hledani dokazc
deseti egyptskych ran z MojziSovych aso. A skute nost, Ze lékaYsky tym, jenz provad | pitvu profesorova

t la, onemocni neznamou chorobou, klade znepokojivou otazku.Neschyluje se k dalSim?Velitel Gray

Pierce a Sigma Force pYi hledani odpov di cestuji z epidemii postizenych ulic Kahiry ke starobylé hrobce
ukryté pod Zhavymi sudanskymi pisky a do odlehlého arktického komplexu provozovaného Silenym
géniem. Dochéazi vSak as, po ktery je mozné vypoYadat se s hrozbou zrozenou z davné minulosti a

znovu uskute n nou nejmodern jSi v dou — s nebezpe im, jeZz zahdji sérii pohrom vrcholicich smrti vSech
dtinasvt...a zni enim celého lidstva. James Rollins se narodil v roce 1961 v illinoiském Chicagu jako
jedno ze sedmi d ti. Je autorem Yady napinavych dobrodruznych romano, pYeloZzenych do vice nez tyYice
jazyko.V estin dosud vySlo: Podzemni YiSe, PohYbeno v hlubinach, Pise na bouYe, Mapa z kosti, Ledovy
ostrov, erny Yad, Amazonie, JidaSov kmen, Fantom hlubin, Posledni orakulum, Kli soudného dne, OltaY
ztraceného raje, ablova kolonie, Stin krale lebek, Ve stinu sfingy, Rodokmen smrti, BoZi oko, Sesty

zanik, Labyrint z kosti a ze série o Yadu sangvinisto: Krvava relikvie, Nevinna krev a Pekelna krev a ze
série s Tuckerem Waynem: Po atek zkéazy a Stvanice.Vystudoval veterinarni lékaYstvi a poté si zYidil praxi

v kalifornském Sacramentu. Jako amatérsky potap a nadSeny jeskyHaY travi v tSinu volného asu pod zemi
nebo pod vodou. Zije v pohoYi Sierra Nevada.Jestlize chcete o autorovi v d t vic, navstivte jeho webové
stranky www.jamesrollins.com.

Sedma pohroma

A beautiful collection of short stories that explores blacks and whites today, Elbow Room is alive with
warmth and humor. Bold and very real, these twelve stories examine a world we all know but find
difficult to define. Whether a story dashes the bravado of young street toughs or pierces through the
self-deception of a failed preacher, challenges the audacity of a killer or explodes the jealousy of two
lovers, James Alan McPherson has created an array of haunting images and memorable characters in
an unsurpassed collection of honest, masterful fiction.

Elbow Room

Originally published: Berkeley, Calif; London: University of California Press, 1969.

No. 44, The Mysterious Stranger

The bestselling story about love, loss and hope that launched David Almond as one of the best
children’s writers of today. Winner of the Carnegie Medal and the Whitbread children's book of the Year
Award. When a move to a new house coincides with his baby sister's illness, Michael's world seems
suddenly lonely and uncertain. Then, one Sunday afternoon, he stumbles into the old, ramshackle
garage of his new home, and finds something magical. A strange creature - part owl, part angel, a
being who needs Michael's help if he is to survive. With his new friend Mina, Michael nourishes Skellig
back to health, while his baby sister languishes in the hospital. But Skellig is far more than he at first
appears, and as he helps Michael breathe life into his tiny sister, Michael's world changes for ever .

.. Skellig won the Carnegie Medal and the Whitbread Children's Book Award. David Almond is also
winner of the 2010 Hans Christian Andersen award. Powerful and moving - The Guardian This newly
jacketed edition celebrates 20 years of this multi-award-winning novel.

Skellig

Exuberant storytelling full of wry comedy, dark history, and devastating satire—by the celebrated and
original author of the #1 New York Times bestseller, Say You're One of Them. From a suspiciously cheap
Hell's Kitchen walk-up, Nigerian editor and winner of a Toni Morrison Publishing Fellowship Ekong



Udousoro is about to begin the opportunity of a lifetime: to learn the ins and outs of the publishing
industry from its incandescent epicenter. While his sophisticated colleagues meet him with kindness
and hospitality, he is soon exposed to a colder, ruthlessly commercial underbelly—callous agents,
greedy landlords, boorish and hostile neighbors, and, beneath a superficial cosmopolitanism, a bedrock
of white cultural superiority and racist assumptions about Africa, its peoples, and worst of all, its food.
Reckoning, at the same time, with the recent history of the devastating and brutal Biafran War, in which
Ekong’s people were a minority of a minority caught up in the mutual slaughter of majority tribes,
Ekong’s life in New York becomes a saga of unanticipated strife. The great apartment deal wrangled
by his editor turns out to be an illegal sublet crawling with bedbugs. The lights of Times Square slide
off the hardened veneer of New Yorkers plowing past the tourists. A collective antagonism toward the
“other” consumes Ekong’s daily life. Yet in overcoming misunderstandings with his neighbors, Chinese
and Latino and African American, and in bonding with his true allies at work and advocating for healing
back home, Ekong proves that there is still hope in sharing our stories. Akpan’s prose melds humor,
tenderness, and pain to explore the myriad ways that tribalisms define life everywhere, from the villages
of Nigeria to the villages within New York City. New York, My Village is a triumph of storytelling and a
testament to the life-sustaining power of community across borders and across boroughs.

New York, My Village

This four-volume reference work surveys American literature from the early 20th century to the present
day, featuring a diverse range of American works and authors and an expansive selection of primary
source materials. Bringing useful and engaging material into the classroom, this four-volume set covers
more than a century of American literary history—from 1900 to the present. Twentieth-Century and
Contemporary American Literature in Context profiles authors and their works and provides overviews
of literary movements and genres through which readers will understand the historical, cultural, and
political contexts that have shaped American writing. Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American
Literature in Context provides wide coverage of authors, works, genres, and movements that are
emblematic of the diversity of modern America. Not only are major literary movements represented,
such as the Beats, but this work also highlights the emergence and development of modern Native
American literature, African American literature, and other representative groups that showcase the
diversity of American letters. A rich selection of primary documents and background material provides
indispensable information for student research.

Twentieth-Century and Contemporary American Literature in Context [4 volumes]

A cult classic of Italian literature, published in English for the first time, with an afterword by André
Aciman, author of Call Me By Your Name. 'A masterpiece' - Le Figaro 'Dazzling in every detail' - Elle In
the late 1960s, Leo Gazzara leads a precarious life in Rome. He spends his time in an alcoholic haze,
bouncing between hotels, bars, uninspiring jobs, romantic entanglements and the homes of his rich
friends. Leo drifts, aimless and alone. But on the evening of his thirtieth birthday, he meets Arianna.
All night they drive the city in Leo’s run-down Alfa Romeo, talking and talking. They eat brioche for
breakfast, drink through the dawn, drive to the sea and back. A whirlwind beginning. What follows is
the story of the year Leo fell in love and lost everything. Intense, romantic, witty and devastating, Last
Summer in the City is a forgotten classic of Italian literature which offers an intoxicating portrait of two
lonely people, pushing and pulling each other away and back again. 'The most beautiful love story of
the year' - Il Giornale

Last Summer in the City

"Captain Stormfield's Visit to Heaven" is a short story written by American writer Mark Twain. It first
appeared in print in Harper's Magazine in December 1907 and January 1908, and was published in
book form with some revisions in 1909. This was the last story published by Twain during his life.

Captain Stormfield's Visit to Heaven

He caught the westbound is an old American hobo expression for someone who has departed from
this life. In the case of this book it is employed to be symbolic of a passing American way of life and the
people who created that. We live in troubled times, and the author often uncomfortably reminds us so.
Yet positive travel experiences relieve the pessimism wherein the author says, It could be worse. But
not much . ..



He Caught the Westbound

Celebrating Fifty Years of Picador Books Winner of the National Book Award 1990 The Apocalypse
would definitely put a crimp in my career plans. Rutherford Calhoun, a puckish rogue and newly freed
slave, spends his days loitering around the docks of New Orleans, dodging debt collectors, gangsters,
and Isadora Bailey, a prim and frugal woman who seeks to marry him and curb his mischievous instincts.
When the heat from these respective pursuers becomes too much to bear, he cons his way on to the
next ship leaving the dock: the Republic. Upon boarding, to his horror he discovers that he is on an
illegal slave ship embarking on the Middle Passage, the portion of the triangular trade route that saw
slaves transported from Africa to the US. Staffed by a crew of criminals and degenerates, the Republic
is on a mission to enslave members of the legendary Allimuseri tribe, while the sadistic yet philosophical
Captain Falcon has a secondary objective: securing a mysterious cargo that possesses a terrifying
and otherworldly power. What follows is a story of Rutherford’s battle for survival, as he finds himself
juggling loyalties between the ship’s crew and the enslaved passengers, and is forced to use every
ounce of the charm and cunning that he possesses to endure the desperate conditions and battle the
myriad deadly forces on the high seas. A masterful blend of allegory, black comedy, naval adventure
and supernatural horror, Charles Johnson's wildly inventive Middle Passage is a true modern classic.
Part of the Picador Collection, a series showcasing the best of modern literature.

Middle Passage

Louise Erdrich meets Karen Russell in this deliciously strange and daringly original novel from Pulitzer
Prize finalist Margaret Verble: An eclectic cast of characters--both real and ghostly--converge at an
amusement park in Nashville, 1926.

When Two Feathers Fell from the Sky

'‘Goldman is a natural storyteller - funny, intimate, sarcastic, all-noticing.' James Wood, The New Yorker
Francisco Goldberg has been living and working in Mexico City as a journalist for over a decade, but
has recently returned to New York City in hopes of 'going home again.' It's been five years since the
end of his last relationship and he is falling in love again. Soon he is beckoned back to Boston by the
high school girlfriend who was witness to his greatest youthful humiliations, and his mother, Yolanda,
around whom his story orbits like a dark star. Backdropping this five-day trip to his childhood home is the
spectre of Frank's recently deceased father, Bert, an immigrant from Ukraine, volcanically tempered,
pathologically abusive, yet also at times infuriatingly endearing; as well as the high school bullies who
gave him the moniker 'monkey boy' and his estranged sister, Lexi. Told in an open, irresistibly funny and
passionate voice, this extraordinary portrait of growing up outside the dominant culture unearths the
hidden cruelties in a predominantly white, working-class Boston suburb where Francisco - aka Paco,
aka Frankie Gee - came of age. A crowning achievement from one of the most important American
voices of the last 40 years.

Monkey Boy

Includes an author Q&A and a poem by Gary Soto from the collection Red hot salsa.



Cool Salsa

(Was it Heaven or Hell?, Mark Twain) Includes: 100 famous quotes of Mark Twain, Complete bibliog-
raphy of Mark Twain, Biography of Mark Twain, The family consisted of four persons: Margaret Lester,
widow, aged thirty six; Helen Lester, her daughter, aged sixteen; Mrs. Lester's maiden aunts, Hannah
and Hester Gray, twins, aged sixty-seven. Waking and sleeping, the three women spent their days and
night in adoring the young girl; in watching the movements of her sweet spirit in the mirror of her face;
in refreshing their souls with the vision of her bloom and beauty; in listening to the music of her voice;
in gratefully recognizing how rich and fair for them was the world with this presence in it; in shuddering
to think how desolate it would be with this light gone out of it. By nature-and inside-the aged aunts
were utterly dear and lovable and good, but in the matter of morals and conduct their training had been
so uncompromisingly strict that it had made them exteriorly austere, not to say stern. Their influence
was effective in the house; so effective that the mother and the daughter conformed to its moral and
religious requirements cheerfully, contentedly, happily, unquestionably. To do this was become second
nature to them. And so in this peaceful heaven there were no clashings, no irritations, no fault-finding,
no heart-burnings.

Was It Heaven Or Hell?, the Original Short Story (Annotated)

SHORTLISTED FOR THE DYLAN THOMAS PRIZE 2011 Bruno Littlemore; linguist, artist, philosopher.
A life defined by a soaring mind, yet bound by a restrictive body. Born in down-town Chicago, Bruno's
precocity pulls him from an unremarkable childhood, and under the tuition of Lydia, his intellect dazzles
a watching world. But when falls in love with his mentor, the world turns on them with outrage: Bruno
is striving to be something he is not, and denying everything that he is. For despite his all too human
complexities, dreams and frailties, Bruno's hairy body, flattened nose and jutting brow are, undeniably,
the features of a chimpanzee. Like its protagonist, this novel is big, abrasive, witty, perverse, earnest
and accomplished. The Evolution of Bruno Littlemore goes beyond satire by showing us not what it
means, but what it feels like be human - to love and lose, learn, aspire, grasp, and, in the end, to fail.

The Evolution of Bruno Littlemore

Mark Twain, was 'an outspoken critic of American involvement in the Philippines and China’, and "one
of the mammoth figures in anti-imperialism, and certainly the foremost anti-imperialist literary figure,"
having become in January 1901 a vice president of the Anti-Imperialist League of New York. James
Smylie explains the controversy: "Twain went after the respected Congregationalist minister, Reverend
William Scott Ament, director of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. Ament
joined other powers in seeking indemnities from the Chinese after the Boxer Rebellion against western
exploitation in 1900. Twain, perhaps unfairly, was shocked that Ament would use such blood money for
the "propagation of the Gospel" and to promote the "blessings of civilization" to brothers and sisters who
"sitin darkness." He summoned to missionaries: Come home and Christianize Christians in the states!"
Samuel Langhorne Clemens (November 30, 1835 - April 21, 1910), better known by his pen name
Mark Twain, was an American author and humorist. He wrote The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876)
and its sequel, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1885), the latter often called "The Great American
Novel." Twain grew up in Hannibal, Missouri, which provided the setting for Huckleberry Finn and Tom
Sawyer. After an apprenticeship with a printer, he worked as a typesetter and contributed articles to the
newspaper of his older brother, Orion Clemens. He later became a riverboat pilot on the Mississippi
River before heading west to join Orion in Nevada. He referred humorously to his singular lack of
success at mining, turning to journalism for the Virginia City Territorial Enterprise. In 1865, his humorous
story, "The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County," was published, based on a story he heard
at Angels Hotel in Angels Camp, California, where he had spent some time as a miner. The short
story brought international attention, and was even translated into classic Greek. His wit and satire, in
prose and in speech, earned praise from critics and peers, and he was a friend to presidents, artists,
industrialists, and European royalty. Though Twain earned a great deal of money from his writings
and lectures, he invested in ventures that lost a great deal of money, notably the Paige Compositor,

a mechanical typesetter, which failed because of its complexity and imprecision. In the wake of these
financial setbacks, he filed for protection from his creditors via bankruptcy, and with the help of Henry
Huttleston Rogers eventually overcame his financial troubles. Twain chose to pay all his pre-bankruptcy
creditors in full, though he had no legal responsibility to do so. Twain was born shortly after a visit by
Halley's Comet, and he predicted that he would "go out with it," too. He died the day after the comet



returned. He was lauded as the "greatest American humorist of his age," and William Faulkner called
Twalin "the father of American literature.”

Was It Heaven? Or Hell?

“I am Moscow’s underground son, the result of one too many nights on the town,” says Mbobo, the pre-
cocious twelve-year-old narrator of Hamid Ismailov's The Underground. Born from a Siberian woman
and an African athlete competing in the 1980 Moscow Olympics, Mbobo navigates the complexities
of being a fatherless, mixed-raced boy in the Soviet Union in the years before its collapse, guided
only by the Moscow subway system. Named one of the "ten best Russian novels of the 21st Century”
(Continent Magazine), The Underground is Ismailov’s haunting tour of the Soviet capital, on the surface
and beneath. Though deeply engaged with great Russian authors of the past—Dostoyevsky, Nabokov,
and, above all, Pushkin—Ismailov is an emerging master of Russian writing that reflects the country’s
diversity today. Reviews "Hamid Ismailov has the capacity of Salman Rushdie at his best to show the
grotesque realization of history on the ground.”" —Literary Review "The dream of grandeur is more than
justified by the artfulness of The Underground, which...create[s] the motifs of blackness, subterranean
movement, and isolation that are the novel’s strongest effects.”" —Transitions Online Hamid Ismailov
is an Uzbek journalist, writer, and translator who was forced to flee Uzbekistan in 1992 for the United
Kingdom, where he now works for the BBC World Service. His works are still banned in Uzbekistan.
His writing has been published in Uzbek, Russian, French, English, and other languages. He is the
author of novels including Sobranie Utonchyonnyh, Le Vagabond Flamboyant, Two Lost to Life, The
Railway, The Underground, A Poet and Bin-Laden and The Dead Lake; poetry collections including
Sad (Garden) and Pustynya (Desert); and books of visual poetry Post Faustum and Kniga Otsutstvi.
Carol Ermakova studied German and Russian language and literature and holds an MA in translation
from Bath University. She first visited Russia in 1991. More recently, Ermakova spent two years in
Moscow working as a teacher and translator. Carol currently lives in the North Pennines and works as
a freelance translator.

The Underground
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