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Open the Social Sciences

A distinguished international group of scholars traces the history of the social sciences, describes the 
recent debates surrounding them, and discusses in what ways they can be intelligently restructured in 
light of this history and the debates.

Open the Social Sciences

Published in association with UNESCO, this volume examines the political governance of cultural 
diversity. Interdisciplinary to comparative social sciences, it assesses public-policy responses to ethnic, 
linguistic and religious diversity, and addresses the conditions, forms, and consequences of democratic 
and human-rights-based governance of multi-ethnic, multi-lingual and multi-faith societies.

Democracy and Human Rights in Multicultural Societies

Social science from Western countries continues to have the greatest global influence, but the field is 
expanding rapidly in Asia and Latin America, particularly in China and Brazil. In sub-Saharan Africa, 
social scientists from South Africa, Nigeria andKenya produce 75% of academic publications. In South 
Asia, barring some centres of excellence in India, social sciences as a whole have low priority. These 
are a few of the findings from World Social Science Report, 2010: Knowledge divides. Produced 
by the International Social Science Council (ISSC) and co-published with UNESCO, the Report is 
the first comprehensive overview of the field in over a decade. Hundreds of social scientists from 
around the world contributed their expertise to the publication. Gudmund Hernes, President of the 
ISSC, Adebayo Olukoshi, Director of the United Nations African Institute for Economic Development 
and Planning (IDEP), Hebe Vessuri, Director, Venezuelan Institute for Scientific Research (IVIC), and 
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François Héran, Director of Research, National Institute for Demographic Studies (INED), France, are 
among the experts who presented the Report during its official launch at UNESCO Headquarters in 
Paris on 25 June 2010.

World Social Science Report 2010

Internationalisation of Social Sciences in Central and Eastern Europe explores the way in which social 
sciences, in comparison with other sciences in Europe, have been divided by the political orders of 
West and East. As part of the field of science policies in Europe, this book contributes to the creation of 
a new understanding of the European academic landscape of social sciences with particular focus on 
CEE countries. In its investigation of the emergence of social sciences in Central and Eastern Europe 
following the collapse of the totalitarian systems, this book discusses how the internationalisation of 
the social sciences and the convergence between Western and Eastern social scientific life is hindered 
by factors including funding, academic contacts, and curriculum development. The issues addressed 
within the text serve to prompt the realisation that coherence in European social sciences can be 
reached only if new academic traditions and cultures are developed, and science policies harmonised. 
This book is essential reading for undergraduate and graduate students of European Integration, CEE 
or Transitional Studies, and any courses related to science policies. It is also relevant to science 
administrators and policy makers at national and European level.

Internationalisation of Social Sciences in Central and Eastern Europe

In this proceedings, authoritative experts and policy makers examine the current state and status of 
the social sciences and present their views on what needs to be done.

The Social Sciences at a Turning Point?

This expanded and updated edition of Complexity Theory and the Social Sciences: The State of the 
Art revisits the use of complexity theory across the social sciences and demonstrates how complexity 
informs approaches to various contemporary issues in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, widen-
ing social inequality, and impending social and ecological catastrophe wrought by global warming. 
The book reviews complexity theory in the practice of the social sciences and at their interface with 
ecological science. It outlines how social theory can be reconciled with complexity thinking and presents 
a review of the way research can be done using complexity theory. The book suggests how complexity 
theory can be used to understand and evaluate governance processes, particularly with regard to 
social inequality and the climate crisis. The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is also examined 
through a complexity lens, reviewing how complexity thinking has been employed in relation to the 
pandemic and how implementing a complexity framework can transform health and social care. The 
book concludes with a call to action and the use of complexity theory to inform critical thinking in the 
education system. This textbook will be immensely useful to students and researchers interested in 
social research methods, social theory, business and organization studies, health, education, urban 
studies, and development studies.

Complexity Theory and the Social Sciences

A unique discussion between philosophers and social scientists which extends the frontiers of the 
philosophy of the social sciences.

Philosophy of the Social Sciences

What is social science? Does social scientific knowledge differ from other kinds of knowledge, such 
as the natural sciences and common sense? What is the relation between method and knowledge? 
This concise and accessible book provides a critical discussion and comprehensive overview of the 
major philosophical debates on the methodological foundations of the social sciences. From its origins 
in the sixteenth century when a new system of knowledge was created around the idea of modernity, 
the author shows how the philosophy of social science developed as a reflection on some of the 
central questions in modernity. Visions of modernity have been reflected in the self-understanding 
of the social sciences. From the positivist dispute on explanation vs. understanding to controversies 
about standpoint to debates about constructivism and realism, Delanty outlines the major shifts in 
the philosophy of social science. He argues that social science is an intellectual framework for the 
transformation of the social world. The new edition is updated and expanded throughout with the 



latest developments in the field, including a new chapter on feminist standpoint epistemology, and 
additional material on neo-positivism, pragmatism, and reflexivity. This is one of the most ambitious 
and wide-ranging texts in recent years on debates on method and the contemporary situation of 
social science. It is of interest to undergraduate students and postgraduates as well as to professional 
researchers with an interest in the philosophy of the social sciences and social theory.

Social Science

Immanuel Wallerstein, one of the most influential yet controversial sociologists of the past half-century, 
is a touchstone in innumerable debates about globalization and the power of capitalism, the nature 
of development in the modern era, and how to come to grips with widespread inequalities while 
recovering the potential for social change. The Anthem Companion to Immanuel Wallerstein offers 
a compelling guide to his writings and ideas, his influences and reception, and the reasons for 
his enduring significance, with 10 original interpretive essays written by a distinguished group of 
international scholars. Importantly, the contributors also advance Wallerstein’s work into neglected 
areas such as climate change, global pandemics, racism, and gender and demonstrate his importance, 
not just to debates in his intellectual context, but to those of our times as well. This companion provides 
a multifaceted tool for thinking with Wallerstein, while showing where those engaging with Wallerstein’s 
thought can take his work in the contemporary world.

The Anthem Companion to Immanuel Wallerstein

This book addresses current societal debates around the globe. Written by respected researchers 
from France, Germany, Belgium, Denmark, Spain, Portugal and Italy, the chapters are based on 
presentations given at a conference organized by the European Academy of Sciences, in partnership 
with the Royal Academy of Belgium and French Academy of Sciences, in Brussels (Belgium) in 
November 2016. The book approaches science and society from a perspective of progress. Does 
progress in science ultimately translate into progress in society? How can we ensure that scientific 
progress becomes both materially and intellectually beneficial for society, including people who are 
far away from or socially excluded from it? Progress is a common feature of science and of human 
societies. There is no doubt that one of the driving forces of the material and intellectual progress of 
mankind has been science and technology. However, these are not the only forces acting on human 
history, so that the role of science and technology is not always fully recognized and sometimes even 
rejected. The various chapters of this book cover many aspects of these issues, arriving at valuable 
new insights.

Progress in Science, Progress in Society

The current social reality and changing global forces and spaces are inspiring the rethinking, refining, 
and re-empowering of the world social sciences to broach the frontiers of human knowledge, enhance 
mutual understanding across cultures and civilizations, and shape a better world. Taking Tsinghua 
University’s sociology as a case, this book concentrates on how internationalization shapes disciplinary 
development in a global context of asymmetrical academic relations. This inquiry is set amidst China’s 
dramatic economic, social, political, and cultural transformations, as well as the institutional reforms 
in this Chinese flagship university. This book seeks to probe how Chinese and Western knowledge, 
institutions, and cultures are integrated in the ongoing process of internationalization and concentrates 
on the disciplinary evolution of Tsinghua’s sociology—intellectually, institutionally, and culturally—draw-
ing on top-down higher education policy and bottom-up perceptions and experiences of Tsinghua’s 
social scientists. This book highlights that higher education internationalization is an evolving process 
whose advanced phase would require Chinese social scientists to bring China to the world. It is time for 
Tsinghua University to reassess the long-term impact of internationalization on its academic disciplines 
and provide sufficient support for the development of the social sciences.This book will attract aca-
demics, practitioners, and postgraduate students interested in higher education internationalization, 
international academic relations, global constellation and distribution of academic power, academic 
knowledge production, and the development and intellectual influences of the Chinese social sciences.

Internationalizing the Social Sciences in China

The European social sciences tend to absorb criticism that has been passed on the European approach 
and re-label it as a part of what the critique opposes; criticism of European social sciences by 
“subaltern” social sciences, their “talking back”, has become a frequent line of reflection in European 



social sciences. The re-labelling of the critique of the European approach to social sciences towards a 
critique from “Southern” social sciences of “Western” social sciences has somehow turned “Southern” 
as well as “Western” social sciences into competing contributors to the same “globalizing” social 
sciences. Both are no longer arguing about the European approach to social sciences but about which 
social thought from which part of the globe prevails. If the critique becomes a part of what it opposes, 
one might conclude that the European social sciences are very adaptable and capable of learning. 
One might, however, also raise the question whether there is anything wrong with the criticism of the 
European social sciences; or, for that matter, whether there is anything wrong with the European social 
sciences themselves. The contributions in this book discuss these questions from different angles: 
They revisit the mainstream critique of the European social sciences, and they suggest new arguments 
criticizing social science theories that may be found as often in the “Western” as in the “Southern” 
discourse.

The Global Social Sciences

The social sciences have, ever since they were first established as academic disciplines, played a 
foundational role in most spheres of modern society - in policy-making, education, the media and 
public debate - and hence also, indirectly, for our self-understanding as social beings. The Social 
Scientific Gaze examines the discursive formation of academic social science in the historical context 
of the 'social question', that is, the protracted and wide-ranging discussions on the social problems of 
modernity that were being debated with increased intensity during the nineteenth century. Empirically, 
the study focuses on the Lorén Foundation, a combined private funding agency and early research 
institute, which was set up in 1885 to promote the rise of Swedish social science and to investigate the 
social question. Comprising an heuristic case, the close analysis of the Foundation makes it possible 
not only to reconstruct its basic ideas and practices, but also to situate its activities in broader historical 
and sociological context. The Social Scientific Gaze argues that the rise of Swedish social science 
may be seen not only as an 'answer' to the social 'question', but also as one attempt alongside others 
- including contemporary social literature, the philantropic reform movement, and the introduction of 
modern social policy - to conceptualize, mobilize and regulate the social sphere. In this process it is 
furthermore shown how an ambigious yet distinct 'social scientific gaze' was discursively articulated.

The Social Scientific Gaze

The social sciences in the United Kingdom are extensive, diverse and influential. At any one time, 
more than four million students study the social sciences in schools; and about a half million students 
study social science in universities. Total university income from the social sciences is at the four billion 
dollar level. Beyond that, many social scientists hold key positions in government, business, the media, 
civil service, and the voluntary sector. Great Expectations reviews the status of the social sciences in 
Great Britain at the beginning of the twenty-first century. While making clear that work opportunities 
for social scientists are substantial and that levels of intellectual performance equal that of graduates 
in physics, it provides a hard hitting, empirically grounded examination of a near crisis situation. The 
report goes far beyond what one conventionally expects in commissioned reports, arguing that the 
academic treadmill, driven by excessive accountability burdens, reduces the originality and quality of 
much academic research. The report emphasizes the ideological and parochial nature of much British 
social research. As a result, there is little applicability internationally, even less interdisciplinary work, 
and at times, an outright bias against the market economy as such. The Commission Report, is even 
handed, tough minded, and frank in discussing how it is that social science and new social and technical 
forces do not always mesh. The optimism exuded is measured, but genuine. Great Expectations 
offers policy recommendations and scientific goals that can be serviceable not only in the United 
Kingdom, but in all advanced societies in which social research is a central component of economic 
stability and development. It is a superb reference volume enriched by original analysis and pungent, 
clear-headed writing. Members of the commission include: Professor David Rhind, Vice Chancellor of 
the City University served as Chairman of the Commission. Members included Huw Beynon (Cardiff), 
Patricia Broadbent (Bristol), Vicki Bruce (Edinburgh), Barry Buzzan (LSE), Sue Duncan (Government 
Researcher), Stuart Etherington (National Council for Voluntary Organizations), Janet Lewis (Oxford), 
Denise Lievesley (UNESCO), Richard Portes (LBS), Marc Renaud (Research Council of Canada), 
Michael Tonry (Cambridge), and David Walker (The Guardian).

Great Expectations



This 2-volume work includes approximately 1,200 entries in A-Z order, critically reviewing the literature 
on specific topics from abortion to world systems theory. In addition, nine major entries cover each of the 
major disciplines (political economy; management and business; human geography; politics; sociology; 
law; psychology; organizational behavior) and the history and development of the social sciences in a 
broader sense.

Reader's Guide to the Social Sciences

First published in 2003, The Cambridge Handbook of Social Sciences in Australia is a high-quality 
reference on significant research in Australian social sciences. The book is divided into three main 
sections, covering the central areas of the social sciences-economics, political science and sociology. 
Each section examines the significant research in the field, placing it within the context of broader 
debates about the nature of the social sciences and the ways in which institutional changes have 
shaped how they are defined, taught and researched.

The Cambridge Handbook of Social Sciences in Australia

John Gerring's exceptional textbook has been thoroughly revised in this second edition. It offers a 
one-volume introduction to social science methodology relevant to the disciplines of anthropology, 
economics, history, political science, psychology and sociology. This new edition has been extensively 
developed with the introduction of new material and a thorough treatment of essential elements 
such as conceptualization, measurement, causality and research design. It is written for students, 
long-time practitioners and methodologists and covers both qualitative and quantitative methods. It 
synthesizes the vast and diverse field of methodology in a way that is clear, concise and comprehensive. 
While offering a handy overview of the subject, the book is also an argument about how we should 
conceptualize methodological problems. Thinking about methodology through this lens provides a new 
framework for understanding work in the social sciences.

Social Science Methodology

This book is based on the premise that mainstream economics has become excessively specialized 
and formalized, entering a state of de facto withdrawal from the study of the economy in favour 
of exercises in applied mathematics. The editors believe that there is much scope for synergies by 
engaging in an encounter with economics and the other social sciences. The chapters in this book 
offer important new contributions to such a development. A select group of highly regarded contributors 
illustrate the potentially enlightening relationship between economics and a wide range of social 
science disciplines. In addition, some important concepts for economic analysis for example the notion 
of routines, of social capital and of flexibility are explored from the vantage point of several social 
sciences. Postgraduate students in most social science disciplines and in economic sociology will find 
much to interest them in this book, as will students of psychology and economics.

Economics and the Social Sciences

It is now widely recognized that research on human health requires more than a focus on human 
biology and disease entities. Lifestyles, attitudes, stress, education, income--all are now understood to 
contribute to the spread of disease, the effectiveness of curative therapies, and the prevention of illness, 
as well as to good health and an enhanced sense of well-being. However, despite such developments 
and the rise of interdisciplinary research, there is still considerable debate about how best to conduct 
research and shape policies that insightfully integrate concepts and methods drawn from the full range 
of the health, social, and behavioral sciences. Moreover, scholars and researchers who wish to engage 
in such interdisciplinary inquiry have no texts that serve as substantive and practical guides to the most 
effective avenues. This volume fills this unfortunate gap by presenting a series of case studies that 
provide a variety of illustrative models of how best to undertake interdisciplinary research on health. 
All the authors have successfully carried out innovative, collaborative research programs; they give 
compelling accounts of the benefits of interdisciplinary research, and the central strategies required 
for successfully achieving such benefits. This volume will be an invaluable resource for scholars and 
scientists, as well as for decision-makers in academic settings, foundations, and government agencies 
seeking to develop and promote interdisciplinary programs that expand the boundaries of research 
dedicated to improving human health and well-being.

Expanding the Boundaries of Health and Social Science



Interdisciplinary research now receives a great deal of attention because of the rich, creative contribu-
tions it often generates. But a host of factors--institutional, interpersonal and intellectual--also make a 
daunting challenge of conducting research outside one's usual domain. This newly updated and revised 
edition of Interdisciplinary Research is a substantive and practical guide to the most effective avenues 
for collaborative and integrative research in the social, behavioral, and bio-medical sciences. It provides 
answers to questions such as what is the best way to conduct interdisciplinary research on topics 
related to human health, behavior, and development? Which are the most successful interdisciplinary 
research programs in these areas? How do you identify appropriate collaborators? How do you find 
dedicated funding streams? How do you overcome peer-review and publishing challenges? This is the 
only book that provides answers directly from researchers who have carried out successful interdisci-
plinary programs. The editors give a concise of account of the lessons that can be taken from the book, 
and then present a series of case studies that reveal the most successful interdisciplinary research 
programs. These programs provide a variety of models of how best to undertake interdisciplinary 
research. Each of the chapter authors has carried out innovative, collaborative programs, and all give 
compelling accounts of the benefits of interdisciplinary research and the central strategies required to 
achieve them.

Interdisciplinary Research : Case Studies from Health and Social Science

This is a unique and groundbreaking collection of questions and answers coming from higher education 
institutions on diverse fields and across a wide spectrum of countries and cultures. It creates routes 
for further innovation, collaboration amidst the Sciences (both Natural and Social) and the Humanities 
and the private and the public sectors of society. The chapters speak across socio-cultural concerns, 
education, welfare and artistic sectors under the common desire for direct responses in more effective 
ways by means of interaction across societal structures.

Social Sciences and Cultural Studies

Since the early 1990s, Southeast European studies have undergone profound changes, being shaped 
by the wars of Yugoslav succession and the ramifications of post-socialism, coupled with democratic 
deficiencies, which characterize most of Southeast Europe. The countries which it encompasses rest 
uneasily on the periphery of the developed variant of Western capitalism, but they have nonetheless 
to contend with the challenges of adjusting to a market economy. The imprint of these contexts on 
academic research has led to a discussion of the role of Southeast European studies. It is the task 
of this volume to summarize and raise awareness of this discussion. (Series: Studies on South East 
Europe - Vol. 16) [Subject: European Studies, Sociology, Politics]

Southeast European Studies in a Globalizing World

By now, most academics have heard something about the new science of complexity. In a manner 
reminiscent of Einstein and the last hundred years of physics, complexity science has captured the 
public imagination. ® One can go to Amazon. com and purchase books on complexification (Casti 
1994), emergence (Holland 1998), small worlds (Barabási 2003), the web of life (Capra 1996), fuzzy 
thinking (Kosko 1993), global c- plexity (Urry 2003) and the business of long-tails (Anderson 2006). 
Even television has incorporated the topics of complexity science. Crime shows ® ® such as 24 or 
CSI typically feature investigators using the latest advances in computational modeling to “simulate 
scenarios” or “data mine” all p- sible suspects—all of which is done before the crime takes place. The 
® World Wide Web is another example. A simple search on Google. Com using the phrase “complexity 
science” gets close to a million hits! C- plexity science is ubiquitous. What most scholars do not realize, 
however, is the remarkable role sociologists are playing in this new science. C- sider the following 
examples. 0. 1 Sociologists in Complexity Science The first example comes from the new science of 
networks (Barabási 2003). By now, most readers are familiar with the phenomena known as six-degrees 
of separation—the idea that, because most large networks are comprised of a significant number of 
non-random weak-ties, the nodes (e. g. , people, companies, etc.

Sociology and Complexity Science

This is a unique and groundbreaking collection of questions and answers coming from higher education 
institutions on diverse fields and across a wide spectrum of countries and cultures. It creates routes for 
further innovation, collaboration amidst the Sciences (both Natural and Social), the Humanities, and 



the private and public sectors of society. The chapters speak across sociocultural concerns, education, 
welfare and artistic sectors under the common desire for direct responses in more effective ways by 
means of interaction across societal structures.

Theoretical and Methodological Approaches to Social Sciences and Knowledge Management

One of the very first books to explore the role of the social sciences in historical, sociological, and global 
perspectives, it does so by analyzing the practical making and discursive aspects of social scientific 
disciplines, including sociology, economics, psychology, business and administration studies, social 
gerontology, gender studies, educational science, geography, and political science. It looks at them 
not only in their academic setting but also in extra-academic contexts and in a broader global setting. 
The volume includes 15 chapters written by an international and multidisciplinary group of scholars. 
The overall aim of the book is to encourage a contextual and reflexive understanding of the complex 
and dynamic relationship between the social sciences and society of the past and in today’s globalized 
world. It is concerned with the bonds between the social sciences and society at large, including themes 
such as gender and power, science and politics, academic boundaries and global power relations, and 
postcolonial perspectives.

Social Science in Context

An account of the history of the social sciences since the late eighteenth century.

The Cambridge History of Science: Volume 7, The Modern Social Sciences

The book develops the model of institutional constructivism to aid socio-legal research and to account 
for patterns of socio-legal change.

Institutional Constructivism in Social Sciences and Law

This innovative book provides new perspectives on the globalization of knowledge and the notion of 
hegemonic sciences. Tying together contributions of authors from all across the world, it challenges 
existing theories of hegemonic sciences and sheds new light on how they have been and are 
being constructed. Examining more closely the notions of 'human rights' and 'individualization', this 
much-needed volume offers new and alternative ideas on how to transform the universalization of the 
Western model of science and can serve as an eye-opener for all those interested in non-hegemonic 
scientific discourse. This book is published within the Series 'Beyond the Social Sciences'.

Theories about and Strategies against Hegemonic Social Sciences

This volume brings together contributions that resemble spotlights thrown on the past twenty-five years 
of science and technology studies. It covers a broad range: history of science; science and politics; 
science and contemporary democracy; science and the public; science and the constitution; science 
and metaphors; and science and modernity and provides a critical overview of how the field of science 
and technology studies has emerged and developed.

Social Studies of Science and Technology: Looking Back, Ahead

The book sees procreation, the forgotten basis of population dynamics, and its macrohistorical results 
through the lenses of world-system analysis in a nondogmatic way. This interdisciplinary book sheds 
light on the historical paths leading to the current unprecedented numbers of humans on the globe, 
fuelled by the capitalist demand for labor and mediated by the role of women in society. Procreation 
and Population is a critical text, opposing the current disciplinary fences that demonstrably hinder our 
comprehension of social phenomena. Attentive to gender relations, the book boldly tracks “the big 
picture” of population dynamics and its most reliable theories in times of postmodernist taboos on 
generalizations and on the search for the historical laws of human society.

Procreation and Population in Historical Social Science

The premise of Social Science and Power in Indonesia is that the role and development of social 
sciences in Indonesia over the past fifty years are inextricably related to the shifting requirements of 
power. What is researched and what is not, which frameworks achieve paradigmatic status while others 
are marginalized, and which kinds of social scientists become influential while others are ignored are 



all matters of power. These and other important themes and issues are critically explored by some of 
Indonesia's foremost social scientists in this seminal work.

Social Science and Power in Indonesia

This book is nothing short of a state-of-the-world address, delivered by a scholar uniquely suited to 
the task. Immanuel Wallerstein, one of the most prominent social scientists of our time, documents the 
profound transformations our world is undergoing. With these transformations, he argues, come equally 
profound changes in how we understand the world. Wallerstein begins his work with an appraisal of 
significant recent events -- the collapse of the Leninist states, the exhaustion of national liberation 
movements, the rise of East Asia, challenges to national sovereignty, dangers to the environment, 
debates about national identity, and the marginalization of migrant populations. Wallerstein places these 
events and trends in the context of the changing modern world-system as a whole and identifies the 
historic choices they put before us. The End of the World As We Know It concludes with a crucial 
analysis of the momentous intellectual challenges to social science as we know it today and suggests 
possible responses to them.

The End of the World as We Know it

A collection of new essays examining the impact of Neo-Kantianism on a range of philosophical topics 
and fields of study.

New Approaches to Neo-Kantianism

What do I do after the data analysis is done? This is one of the questions that plague most writers doing 
qualitative research, and it is one of the key questions that inform this new work by Janice Morse, 
Director of the International Institute of Qualitative Methodology at the University of Alberta. Together 
with a contributor panel of 22 renowned and frequently-published qualitative research authors, Dr. 
Morse explores a wide range of topics, from the nuts and bolts (protecting participantsÆ confiden-
tiality, finishing a project, developing the writing topic, finding other approaches), to the angst of the 
publishing process (critiquing qualitative research dealing with refection, responding to criticism), and 
from the methodological (linking qualitative and quantitative research, and performing participatory 
action research and qualitative meta-analysis) to application (generalizability in qualitative research, 
the politicking of research results, qualitative research in policy development). These discussions 
make Completing a Qualitative Project a perfect companion volume for Dr. MorseÆs early volumes, 
Qualitative Nursing Research and Critical Issues in Qualitative Research. WhatÆs more, since the 
development of the book provided for input from the contributors on the othersÆ chapters, each article 
combines the wisdom of the entire contributor panel and is followed by a dialogue on a related topic. 
These dialogues resulted from intense brainstorming sessions among the contributors. In perusing the 
book readers will be comforted to learn that they are not alone in their qualitative writing endeavors. 
Completing a Qualitative Project is intended to inform, support, cajole, and inspireùaltogether and 
enlightening read!

Completing a Qualitative Project

The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Political Science contains twenty-seven freshly written chapters 
to give the reader a panoramic introduction to philosophical issues in the practice of political science. 
Simultaneously, it advances the field of Philosophy of Political Science by creating a fruitful meeting 
place where both philosophers and practicing political scientists contribute and discuss. These philo-
sophical discussions are close to and informed by actual developments in political science, making 
philosophy of science continuous with the sciences, another aspiration that motivates this volume. 
The chapters fall under four headings: (1) evaluating theoretical frameworks in political science; (2) 
methodological challenges and reconciliations; (3) the purposes and uses of political science; and, (4) 
the interactions between political science and society. Specific topics discussed include the biology of 
political attitudes, intra-agent mechanisms, rational choice explanations, theories of collective action, 
explaining institutional change, conceptualizing and measuring democracy, process tracing, qualitative 
comparative analysis, interpretivism and positivism, mixed methods, within-cause causal inference, 
evidential pluralism, lab and field experiments, external validity, contextualization, prediction, expertise, 
clientelism, feminism, values, and progress in political science.

The Oxford Handbook of Philosophy of Political Science



This volume employs new empirical data to examine the internationalization of the social sciences 
and humanities (SSH). While the globalization dynamics that have transformed the shape of the world 
over the last decades has been the subject of a growing number of scientific studies, very few such 
studies have set out to analyze the globalization of social and human sciences themselves. Arguing 
against the complacent assumption that Science is ‘international by nature’, this work demonstrates 
that the growing circulation of scholars and scientific ideas is a complex, contradictory and contested 
process. Arranged thematically, the chapters in this volume present a coherent exploration of patterns 
of transnationalization, South-North and East-West exchanges, and transnational regionalization. 
Further, they offer fresh insight into specific topics including the influence of the Anglo-American 
research infrastructure and the development of social and human sciences in postcolonial contexts. 
Featuring contributions from leading international scholars in the field, this work will advance the 
research agenda and will have interdisciplinary appeal for scholars from across the social sciences.

The Social and Human Sciences in Global Power Relations

Neither the title of the 35th Congress of the International Institute of Sociology, nor its timing and location 
were coincidental — The Moral Fabric in Contemporary Societies being discussed in 2001 in Poland, 
a country which had experienced two totalitarianisms in the previous century. The events of the new 
millennium thus far demonstrate that history is aimless unless the societies who are its agents have 
moral goals or visions which they pursue. The contents of this volume constitute the best evidence of a 
belief in the universality and importance of moral issues for the social sciences. The deliberations here 
cover the notion of trust, proceed with the issue of economic inequalities, discuss multiple modernities 
as a response to imposed modernization, debate postcommunism and corruption, and, finally, examine 
genocide and its social consequences. The book opens and closes with reflections on the theoretical 
aspects of what constitutes the moral fabric today.

The Moral Fabric in Contemporary Societies

The essays in this volume explore three aspects of social transformation of Southeast Asian Societies 
namely, social change and develoment, the role of intellectuals, religious and cultural values. They are 
a tribute to the seminal contributions of the distiguished Malaysian sociologist Syed Hussein Alatas.

Local and Global: Social Transformation in Southeast Asia

This book provides an essential insight into the practices and ideas of maps and map-making. It 
draws on a wide range of social theorists, and theorists of maps and cartography, to show how maps 
and map-making have shaped the spaces in which we live. Going beyond the focus of traditional 
cartography, the book draws on examples of the use of maps from the sixteenth century to the 
present, including their role in projects of the national and colonial state, emergent capitalism and the 
planetary consciousness of the natural sciences. It also considers the use of maps for military purposes, 
maps that have coded modern conceptions of health, disease and social character, and maps of the 
transparent human body and the transparent earth.

A History of Spaces
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