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Explore the profound connection between meditation and culture, delving into how various spiritual 
traditions and cultural practices have shaped mindfulness techniques worldwide. This guide examines 
the historical roots and contemporary expressions of cultural mindfulness, offering insights into its role 
in holistic wellness and personal growth.

You can browse syllabi by discipline, institution, or academic level.
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Meditation and Culture

Behind the stereotype of a solitary meditator closing his eyes to the world, meditation always takes 
place in close interaction with the surrounding culture. Meditation and Culture: The Interplay of Practice 
and Context explores cases in which the relation between meditative practice and cultural context is 
particularly complex. The internationally-renowned contributors discuss practices that travel from one 
culture to another, or are surrounded by competing cultures. They explore cultures that bring together 
competing practices, or that are themselves mosaics of elements of different origins. They seek to 
answer the question: What is the relationship between meditation and culture? The effects of meditation 
may arise from its symbolic value within larger webs of cultural meaning, as in the contextual view 
that still dominates cultural and religious studies. They may also be psychobiological responses to the 
practice itself, the cultural context merely acting as a catalyst for processes originating in the body 
and mind of the practitioner. Meditation and Culture gives no single definitive explanation, but taken 
together, the different viewpoints presented point to the complexity of the relationship.

Handbook of Mindfulness

This handbook explores mindfulness philosophy and practice as it functions in today’s socioeconomic, 
cultural, and political landscape. Chapters discuss the many ways in which classic concepts and 
practices of mindfulness clash, converge, and influence modern theories and methods, and vice 
versa. Experts across many disciplines address the secularization and commercialization of Bud-
dhist concepts, the medicalizing of mindfulness in therapies, and progressive uses of mindfulness 
in education. The book addresses the rise of the, “mindfulness movement”, and the core concerns 
behind the critiques of the growing popularity of mindfulness. It covers a range of dichotomies, such 
as traditional versus modern, religious versus secular, and commodification versus critical thought 
and probes beyond the East/West binary to larger questions of economics, philosophy, ethics, and, 
ultimately, meaning. Featured topics include: A compilation of Buddhist meditative practices. Selling 
mindfulness and the marketing of mindful products. A meta-critique of mindfulness critiques - from 
McMindfulness to critical mindfulness Mindfulness-based interventions in clinical psychology and neu-
roscience. Corporate mindfulness and usage in the workplace. Community-engaged mindfulness and 
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its role in social justice. The Handbook of Mindfulness is a must-have resource for clinical psychologists, 
complementary and alternative medicine professionals/practitioners, neuroscientists, and educational 
and business/management leaders and policymakers as well as related mental health, medical, and 
educational professionals/practitioners.

Mindful America

Jeff Wilson explores the diverse ways in which the Buddhist-derived practice of mindfulness meditation 
has been applied in American culture.

Mindful America

Thirty years ago, 'mindfulness' was a Buddhist principle mostly obscure to the West. Today, it is a 
popular cure-all for Americans' daily problems. The rise of mindfulness in America, Wilson argues, is 
a perfect example of how Buddhism enters new cultures and is domesticated: in each case, the new 
cultures take from Buddhism what they believe will relieve their specific distresses and concerns, and 
in the process create new forms of Buddhism adapted to their needs.

Meditation in Judaism, Christianity and Islam

Meditative practices have flourished in widely different parts of Eurasia, yet historical research on 
such practices is limited. Research to date has focused on contexts rather than actual practices, 
and within individual traditions. For the first time in one volume, the meditative practices of the three 
traditions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam are examined. They are viewed in a global perspective, 
considering both generic and historical connections to practices in other traditions, particularly in India 
and East Asia. Their cultural and historical peculiarities are examined, comparing them both to each 
other and to Asian forms of meditation. The book builds on a notion of meditation as self-administered 
techniques for inner transformation, a definition which focuses on transformative practice rather than 
notions of meditative states and mystical experiences. It proposes ways of studying meditative practice 
historically, and concludes with an essay on the modern scientific interest in meditation.

Asian Traditions of Meditation

Meditation has flourished in different parts of the world ever since the foundations of the great 
civilizations were laid. It played a vital role in the formation of Asian cultures that trace much of their 
heritage to ancient India and China. This volume brings together for the first time studies of the major 
traditions of Asian meditation as well as material on scientific approaches to meditation. It delves deeply 
into the individual traditions while viewing each of them from a global perspective, examining both 
historical and generic connections between meditative practices from numerous historical periods and 
different parts of the Eurasian continent. It seeks to identify the cultural and historical peculiarities of 
Asian schools of meditation while recognizing basic features of meditative practice across cultures, 
thereby taking the first step toward a framework for the comparative study of meditation. The book, 
accessibly written by scholars from several fields, opens with chapters that discuss the definition 
and classification of meditation. These are followed by contributions on Yoga and Tantra, which are 
often subsumed under the broad label of Hinduism; Jainism and Sikhism, Indian traditions not usually 
associated with meditation; Buddhist approaches found in Southeast Asia, Tibet, and China; and 
the indigenous Chinese traditions, Daoism and Neo-Confucianism. The final chapter explores recent 
scientific interest in meditation, which, despite its Western orientation, remains almost exclusively 
concerned with practices of Asian origin. Until a few years ago a major obstacle to the study of 
specific meditation practices within the traditions explored here was a widespread scholarly orientation 
that prioritized doctrinal issues and sociocultural contexts over actual practice. The contributors seek 
to counter this bias and supplement concerns over doctrine and context with the historical study 
of meditative practice. Asian Traditions of Meditation will appeal broadly to readers interested in 
meditation, mindfulness, and spirituality and those in the emerging field of contemplative education, as 
well as students and scholars of Asian and religious studies.

The Awakening of the West

The Awakening of the West is an insightful and elegantly written history chronicling the developing 
relationship between Buddhism and Western culture. As anyone familiar with the work of Stephen 
Batchelor (best-selling author of Buddhism Without Beliefs) would expect, The Awakening of the West 



is presented in a fresh and lively way and backed by thorough research. Using the innovative approach 
of starting with the present and working back in time, Batchelor makes it easy to connect familiar 
contemporary Buddhist teachers to their historical roots. He breathes life into history by capturing the 
personalities and times of famous and lesser-known but important Buddhist figures. After absorbing 
these stories and their context, readers will not only have a greater appreciation of Buddhism as a 
religion but can gain insights that can help them develop their own discerning wisdom. The Awakening 
of the West is a unique, engaging and important book for anyone seeking a greater understanding of 
Buddhism.

Meditation is Mind Culture

Millions of people meditate daily but can meditative practices really make us ‘better’ people? In The 
Buddha Pill, pioneering psychologists Dr Miguel Farias and Catherine Wikholm put meditation and 
mindfulness under the microscope. Separating fact from fiction, they reveal what scientific research – 
including their groundbreaking study on yoga and meditation with prisoners – tells us about the benefits 
and limitations of these techniques for improving our lives. As well as illuminating the potential, the 
authors argue that these practices may have unexpected consequences, and that peace and happiness 
may not always be the end result. Offering a compelling examination of research on transcendental 
meditation to recent brain-imaging studies on the effects of mindfulness and yoga, and with fascinating 
contributions from spiritual teachers and therapists, Farias and Wikholm weave together a unique story 
about the science and the delusions of personal change.

The Buddha Pill

"How Mindfulness Lost Its Mind chronicles the promising rise of mindfulness and its troubling corruption. 
Joiner gives mindfulness its full due, both as an interesting and useful philosophical vantage point 
in itself, and as an empirically supported means to address various life challenges. He then charts 
contemporary societal trends towards individual narcissism that have intertwined with and co-opted the 
mindfulness movement. The book examines the dispiriting consequences for many sectors of society, 
ponders ways to mitigate if not undo them, and considers what if anything can be salvaged from the 
original, useful concept"--

Mindlessness

Meditation has flourished in different parts of the world ever since the foundations of the great 
civilizations were laid. It played a vital role in the formation of Asian cultures that trace much of their 
heritage to ancient India and China. This volume brings together for the first time studies of the major 
traditions of Asian meditation as well as material on scientific approaches to meditation. It delves deeply 
into the individual traditions while viewing each of them from a global perspective, examining both 
historical and generic connections between meditative practices from numerous historical periods and 
different parts of the Eurasian continent. It seeks to identify the cultural and historical peculiarities of 
Asian schools of meditation while recognizing basic features of meditative practice across cultures, 
thereby taking the first step toward a framework for the comparative study of meditation. The book, 
accessibly written by scholars from several fields, opens with chapters that discuss the definition 
and classification of meditation. These are followed by contributions on Yoga and Tantra, which are 
often subsumed under the broad label of Hinduism; Jainism and Sikhism, Indian traditions not usually 
associated with meditation; Buddhist approaches found in Southeast Asia, Tibet, and China; and 
the indigenous Chinese traditions, Daoism and Neo-Confucianism. The final chapter explores recent 
scientific interest in meditation, which, despite its Western orientation, remains almost exclusively 
concerned with practices of Asian origin. Until a few years ago a major obstacle to the study of 
specific meditation practices within the traditions explored here was a widespread scholarly orientation 
that prioritized doctrinal issues and sociocultural contexts over actual practice. The contributors seek 
to counter this bias and supplement concerns over doctrine and context with the historical study 
of meditative practice. Asian Traditions of Meditation will appeal broadly to readers interested in 
meditation, mindfulness, and spirituality and those in the emerging field of contemplative education, as 
well as students and scholars of Asian and religious studies.

Hindu, Buddhist and Daoist Meditation

Burma’s Mass Lay Meditation Movement: Buddhism and the Cultural Construction of Power describes 
a transformation in Buddhist practice in contemporary Burma. This revitalization movement has had 



real consequences for how the oppressive military junta, in power since the early 1960s, governs the 
country. Drawing on more than ten years of extensive fieldwork in Burma, Ingrid Jordt explains how 
vipassan� meditation has brought about a change of worldview for millions of individuals, enabling them 
to think and act independently of the totalitarian regime. She addresses human rights as well as the 
relationship between politics and religion in a country in which neither the government nor the people 
clearly separates the two. Jordt explains how the movement has been successful in its challenge to the 
Burmese military dictatorship where democratically inspired resistance movements have failed. Jordt’s 
unsurpassed access to the centers of political and religious power in Burma becomes the reader’s 
opportunity to witness the political workings of one of the world’s most secretive and tyrannically ruled 
countries. Burma’s Mass Lay Meditation Movement is a valuable contribution to Buddhist studies as 
well as anthropology, religious studies, and political science.

Asian Traditions of Meditation

WHERE DID U LEARN? Is a photographic journey capturing the essence and a meditation on the 
element of Play Culture. Unique and masterfully captured images woven with the philosophy and 
question of Play as a faculty of the "Mind\

Burma’s Mass Lay Meditation Movement

The relationship between meditation and the martial arts is a multifaceted one: meditation is one of the 
practices in which martial artists engage in order to prepare for combat, while the physical exercises 
constituting much of the discipline of the martial arts might well be considered meditative practices. 
Michael Raposa, himself a martial arts practitioner, suggests there is a sense in which meditation 
may in turn be considered a form of combat, citing a variety of spiritual disciplines that are not strictly 
classified as "martial arts" yet that employ the heavy use of martial images and categories as part 
of their self-description. Raposa, in this extraordinary alloy of meditation manual, historical synthesis, 
and spiritual guide, provides a fascinating approach to understanding the connection between martial 
arts and spirituality in such diverse disciplines as Japanese aikido, Chinese tai chi chuan, Hindu 
yoga, Christian asceticism, Zen Buddhism, and Islamic jihad. What happens when spiritual discipline is 
appropriated for exercises meant for health or recreation? How might prayer, meditation, and ritual be 
understood as martial activities? What is the nature of conflict, and who is the enemy? These are some 
of the questions Raposa raises and responds to in Meditation and the Martial Arts, his rumination on 
the martial arts as meditative practice and meditation as a martial discipline.

Where Did U Learn?

The Routledge Handbook of Yoga and Meditation Studies is a comprehensive and interdisciplinary 
resource, which frames and contextualises the rapidly expanding fields that explore yoga and medi-
tative techniques. The book analyses yoga and meditation studies in a variety of religious, historical 
and geographical settings. The chapters, authored by an international set of experts, are laid out 
across five sections: Introduction to yoga and meditation studies History of yoga and meditation in 
South Asia Doctrinal perspectives: technique and praxis Global and regional transmissions Disciplinary 
framings In addition to up-to-date explorations of the history of yoga and meditation in the Indian 
subcontinent, new contexts include a case study of yoga and meditation in the contemporary Tibetan 
diaspora, and unique summaries of historical developments in Japan and Latin America as well 
as an introduction to the growing academic study of yoga in Korea. Underpinned by critical and 
theoretical engagement, the volume provides an in-depth guide to the history of yoga and meditation 
studies and combines the best of established research with attention to emerging directions for future 
investigation. This handbook will be of interest to multidisciplinary academic audiences from across the 
humanities, social sciences and sciences. Chapters 1, 4, 9, 12, and 27 of this book are freely available 
as a downloadable Open Access PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.



Meditation and the Martial Arts

This book begins with Buddhism's involvement in the culture and thought of India, and observes its 
moves into other, very different contexts: China, Southeast Asia, Tibet, Japan, and even the West, to 
a limited extent. The book accepts the diversity within Buddhism, giving roughly equal treatment to its 
two major traditions -- the Theravada and the Mahayana. KEY TOPICS: Probes the philosophy and 
religion of Buddhism and how they relate to cultural traditions.

Routledge Handbook of Yoga and Meditation Studies

Insight meditation, which claims to offer practitioners a chance to escape all suffering by perceiving the 
true nature of reality, is one of the most popular forms of meditation today. The Theravada Buddhist 
cultures of South and Southeast Asia often see it as the Buddha’s most important gift to humanity. In 
the first book to examine how this practice came to play such a dominant—and relatively recent—role 
in Buddhism, Erik Braun takes readers to Burma, revealing that Burmese Buddhists in the colonial 
period were pioneers in making insight meditation indispensable to modern Buddhism. Braun focuses 
on the Burmese monk Ledi Sayadaw, a pivotal architect of modern insight meditation, and explores 
Ledi’s popularization of the study of crucial Buddhist philosophical texts in the early twentieth century. 
By promoting the study of such abstruse texts, Braun shows, Ledi was able to standardize and simplify 
meditation methods and make them widely accessible—in part to protect Buddhism in Burma after the 
British takeover in 1885. Braun also addresses the question of what really constitutes the “modern” 
in colonial and postcolonial forms of Buddhism, arguing that the emergence of this type of meditation 
was caused by precolonial factors in Burmese culture as well as the disruptive forces of the colonial 
era. Offering a readable narrative of the life and legacy of one of modern Buddhism’s most important 
figures, The Birth of Insight provides an original account of the development of mass meditation.

Buddhism

Where are we now? Where are we going? : preparing our students for an uncertain future / Patricia 
A. Jennings, Anthony A. DeMauro, and Polina P. Mischenko -- A selective review of mindfulness 
training programs for children and adolescents in school settings / Rebecca N. Baelen, Michael V. 
Esposito, and Brian M. Galla -- Turn and listen : strengthening compassion and leadership in the adult 
community in schools / Pamela Seigle, Chip Wood, and Lisa Sankowski -- Modeling mindfulness : 
principal leadership and development for personal and organizational growth / Eleanor Drago-Severson 
and Jessica Blum-DeStefano -- Embodied teacher mindfulness in the classroom : the calm, clear, 
kind framework / Cynthia Taylor, Patricia A. Jennings, Alexis Harris, Deborah L. Schussler, and Robert 
W. Roeser -- Cultivating passion for practicing and teaching mindfulness : a multiple-case study of 
compassionate school project teachers / Polina P. Mischenko and Patricia A. Jennings -- The school 
counselor : change agent and collaborator for holistic student well-being / Rebecca L. Tadlock-Marlo 
and Meghan Damler -- Creating mindful and compassionate schools : including parents as partners / 
J. Douglas Coatsworth, Melissa Ward George, and Aimee Kleisner Walker -- Finding peace in chaos : 
mindfully prepared public school teachers / Richard C. Brown and Elizabeth Grassi -- Being in school 
transformation : toward equity and social justice / Velma L. Cobb.

The Birth of Insight

Meditation, Karma, and Nonviolence: Teachings and Practices from the Buddhist and Jain Cultures 
Chapter 1: Meditation (Concepts and Knowledge) Explains the philosophical concepts and important 
understandings related to the practice of meditation. Chapter 2: Meditation (Technique and Instruction) 
Detailed instructions for practicing traditional silent meditation. Chapter 3: Oneness Transmits the 
ancient knowledge of our connection with all Life, as realized by practitioners of meditation and related 
practices. Chapter 4: Karma Thoroughly explores the meaning of the ancient principle of Karma (action 
and reaction, cause and effect), as related to one's activities and experiences in life. Chapter 5: Karmic 
Conduct Explores the traditional knowledge and general principles associated with the mastery of 
karma through morality (non-harming), and lifestyle. Chapter 6: Culture and Practices A diverse wealth 
of information on the practices, lifestyle, and traditions that have come down to us from the ancient 
Jain and Buddhist cultures. Clear, detailed translations Of rare knowledge and writings, From among 
the most enlightened lines Of ancient human ancestry. Enhancing our experience of Life, and our deep 
connection With all living beings. Inspiring subtle realizations. Practical techniques to compliment a rich 
philosophy. Short readings arranged amidst abundant art and poetry...

The Mindful School



Teaches highly effective, proven, and practical methods of introducing mindfulness in the workplace. 
Learn to apply the techniques of mindfulness, meditation, and a positive mindset. Based on principles 
from the highly successful Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction program. Leadership skills.

Meditation, Karma, and Nonviolence

Mindfulness is now all the rage. From endorsements by celebrities, to monks, neuroscientists, and 
meditation coaches rubbing shoulders with CEOs at the World Economic Forum in Davos, it is clear 
that mindfulness has gone mainstream. Some have called it a revolution. The evangelical promotion 
of mindfulness as a panacea for all that ails us has begun to give way to a backlash, with questions 
arising whether its claims for achieving happiness, wellbeing and career success have been over-sold. 
Expanding on his influential essay Beyond McMindfulness, Ronald Purser debunks the so-called 
ñmindfulness revolutionî, arguing its proponents have reduced mindfulness to a self-help technique 
that fits snugly into a consumerist culture complicit with Western materialistic values. In a lively 
and razor-sharp critique of mindfulness as it has been enthusiastically co-opted by corporations, 
public schools, and the U.S. military, Purser explains why such programs inevitably fall short of their 
revolutionary potential. Simply paying attention to the present moment while resting snugly in our 
private bubbles is no mindfulness revolution. Mindfulness has become the new capitalist spirituality, 
a disciplined myopia, that mindlessly ignores the need for social and political change.

Firefly Culture: Illuminate Your Workplace by Tuning In to Mindfulness

In this time of quarantine and global uncertainty, it can be difficult to deal with the increased stress 
and anxiety. Using ancient self-care techniques rediscovered by Herbert Benson, M.D., a pioneer in 
mind/body medicine for health and wellness, you can relieve your stress, anxiety, and depression at 
home with just ten minutes a day. Herbert Benson, M.D., first wrote about a simple, effective mind/body 
approach to lowering blood pressure in The Relaxation Response. When Dr. Benson introduced this 
approach to relieving stress over forty years ago, his book became an instant national bestseller, which 
has sold over six million copies. Since that time, millions of people have learned the secret—without 
high-priced lectures or prescription medicines. The Relaxation Response has become the classic 
reference recommended by most health care professionals and authorities to treat the harmful effects 
of stress, anxiety, depression, and high blood pressure. Rediscovered by Dr. Benson and his colleagues 
in the laboratories of Harvard Medical School and its teaching hospitals, this revitalizing, therapeutic 
tack is now routinely recommended to treat patients suffering from stress and anxiety, including heart 
conditions, high blood pressure, chronic pain, insomnia, and many other physical and psychological 
ailments. It requires only minutes to learn, and just ten minutes of practice a day.

McMindfulness

Have you ever heard about Transcendental Meditation? You know that many stars, like the Beatles or 
Stevie Wonder, performed it, but you have no idea what is about? Do you know that Meditation is much 
more than just Yoga and staying silent? You have been interested in Meditation and Eastern culture for 
a long time, but you don't know where to find something more? In this book you can find the answers to 
these questions and to many others! THE MOST LIFE-CHANGING BOOK ON TRANSCENDENTAL 
MEDITATION THAT WILL SHAPE YOUR THINKING ON HOW TO MEDITATE IN PRACTICAL WAYS 
by Gregory F. George is the ideal book to be introduced to Transcendental Meditation. This book is the 
perfect way for beginners to approach this practice, because it allows them to discover Meditation both 
theoretically and practically. The first sections of the book are dedicated to the most didactic part of 
the explanation of Meditation. They tell you about the story of Meditation, how it has developed during 
the centuries until today and how Transcendental Meditation was born and has spread in the Western 
world. You will find this part really interesting, especially if you are a beginner, because it will show how 
many ideas that we associate with Meditation just come from the mix between the Easter and Western 
culture and that a lot of them are only the surface of something deeper. Then the book proceeds with the 
expositions of the effects of Meditation on people, its benefits both on the physical and psychological 
level are presented. For a more complete outlook of them, you will find many examples and studies on 
the subject, comprehensive of sources to read up more. Finally, the book offers a small introduction to 
the practice of Transcendental Meditation by explaining how to move the first steps in this discipline. 
This last part is very practical, it speaks to you as you are trying to do it, guiding you through the different 
methods and techniques. Of course, it just gives you a small hint of what Meditation can actually be, 
but for sure it will make you curious to know more about it! This book is a great choice for anybody 



who wants to learn something more about Meditation, whether they are new to this practice or not. 
It is a pleasant read since it is really fluent and interesting, with a lot of informations that space from 
history to medicine, to religion and much more. Moreover, after reading this writing you will not only be 
more documented on Transcendental Meditation (and on other types of Meditation that are described 
here), but you will also be able to understand the basics of Meditation and how to start practicing it, 
at the beginning by yourself and then with the supervision of a master. You are going to learn some 
concentration techniques that you can do at home to become more familiar with Meditation and with 
everything that comes from it. So, what's left to say except "it will be an awesome read, you should 
definitely check it out!"? Enjoy the read!

The Relaxation Response

This book explores the reciprocity between Buddhist, Derridean, and Foucauldian understandings 
about ethics, subjectivity, and ontological contingency, to investigate the ethical and political potential 
of insight meditation practice. The book is narrated from the perspective of a postcolonial ‘Western 
Buddhist’ convert who, despite growing up in Singapore where Buddhism was a part of his dis-
aporic ‘Chinese’ ancestral heritage, only embraced Buddhism when he migrated to Australia and 
discovered Western translations of Buddhist teachings. Through an autoethnography of the author’s 
Buddhist-inspired pursuit of an academic profession, the book develops and professes a non-doctrinal 
understanding of faith that may be pertinent to ‘believers’ and ‘non-believers’ alike, inviting the academic 
reader in particular to consider the (unacknowledged) role of faith in supporting scholarly practice. 
Striking a careful balance between critical analysis and self-reflexive inquiry, the book performs in all 
senses of the word, a profession of faith.

Meditation for Beginners

Discusses the philosophy and history of meditation and connections between mind, body and spirit, 
how such beliefes affect adherents' lives.

Buddhism and Cultural Studies

Mindful meditation is now embraced in virtually all corners of society today, from K-12 schools to 
Fortune 100 companies, and its virtues extolled by national and international media almost daily. It 
is thought to benefit our health and overall well-being, to counter stress, to help children pay attention, 
and to foster creativity, productivity and emotional intelligence. Yet in the 1960s and 1970s meditation 
was viewed as a marginal, counter-cultural practice, or a religious ritual for Asian immigrants. How did 
mindfulness become mainstream? In The Mindful Elite, Jaime Kucinskas reveals who is behind the 
mindfulness movement, and the engine they built to propel mindfulness into public consciousness. 
Drawing on over a hundred first-hand accounts with top scientists, religious leaders, educators, 
business people and investors, Kucinskas shows how this highly accomplished, affluent group in 
America transformed meditation into an appealing set of contemplative practices. Rather than relying on 
confrontation and protest to make their mark and improve society, the contemplatives sought a cultural 
revolution by building elite networks and advocating the benefits of meditation across professions. 
Yet, spreading the Dharma far and wide came with unintended consequences and this idealistic 
myopia came to reinforce some of the problems it originally aspired to solve. A critical look at this 
Buddhist-inspired movement, The Mindful Elite explores how elite movements can spread and draws 
larger lessons for other social, cultural, and religious movements across institutions and organizations.

The Popularity of Meditation & Spiritual Practices

An examination of the current political crisis in Burma, and in particular its Buddhist and socio-psycho-
logical aspects.

Mental culture in Buddhism

A penetrating and wide-ranging journey through contemporary spirituality, meditation technology, and 
post-modern culture, Getting to Where You Are challenges the very basis of contemporary spirituality 
and the consumer society that created it. Harrison's book, Doing Nothing, which Utne Reader called 
a caustic exploration of our psychospiritual obsessions established him as one of the most insightful 
and provocative authors in the arena of spiritual inquiry. Yoga Journal characterised Harrison's voice as 
uncompromising honesty and New Age Journal calls his writing persuasive. Getting to Where You Are 



is a far-reaching investigation of our ideas about life and our spirituality, in which Harrison challenges 
the notions of enlightenment as a way to happiness, zero-coupon bonds as the way to security, and 
Stephen Hawking as the final arbiter of scientific reality. What does all of this have to do with meditation? 
Everything. Because meditation is about everything.Harrison suggests that the only meditation that 
does not produce more mind clutter than it removes is the active exploration of life -- as it is -- free 
from the restraints of doctrine, religious belief, and technique-oriented practices. And free from the 
embedded conceptual framework of our culture. Getting To Where You Are explores what meditation 
actually is and, more important, what it is not and how it got that way. In a series of interlinked essays, 
filled with humour and insight, Harrison investigates the fabric of life as the very expression of our 
spirituality.

The Mindful Elite

Nothing lasts forever. This common experience is the source of much anxiety but also hope. The concept 
of impermanence or continuous change opens up a range of timely questions and discussions that 
speak to globally shared experiences of transformation and concerns for the future. Impermanence 
engages with an emergent body of social theory emphasizing flux and transformation, and brings this 
into a dialogue with other traditions of thought and practice, notably Buddhism that has sustained a 
long-lasting and sophisticated meditation on impermanence. In cases drawn from all over the world, 
this volume investigates the significance of impermanence in such diverse contexts as social death, 
atheism, alcoholism, migration, ritual, fashion, oncology, museums, cultural heritage and art. The 
authors draw on a wide range of disciplines, including anthropology, archaeology, art history, Buddhist 
studies, cultural geography and museology. This volume also includes numerous photographs, artworks 
and poems that evocatively communicate notions and experiences of impermanence.

Mind, Its Source and Culture

Contemporary Judaism is transforming, especially in America, from a community experience to 
more of a do-it-yourself religion focused on the individual self. In this book Christopher L. Schilling 
offers a critique of this transformation. Schilling discusses problematic aspects of Jewish mindfulness 
meditation, and the relationship between Judaism and psychedelics, proceeding to explore the science 
behind these developments and the implications they have for Judaism.

Mental Culture in Burmese Crisis Politics

The applications and use of mindfulness-based interventions in medicine, mental health care, and 
education have been expanding as rapidly as the empirical evidence base that is validating and 
recommending them. This growth has created a powerful demand for professionals who can effectively 
deliver these interventions, and for the training of new professionals who can enter the fold. Ironically, 
while the scientific literature on mindfulness has surged, little attention has been paid to the critical 
who and how of mindfulness pedagogy. Teaching Mindfulness is the first in-depth treatment of the 
person and skills of the mindfulness teacher. It is intended as a practical guide to the landscape of 
teaching, to help those with a new or growing interest in mindfulness-based interventions to develop 
both the personal authenticity and the practical know-how that can make teaching mindfulness a highly 
rewarding and effective way of working with others. The detail of theory and praxis it contains can also 
help seasoned mindfulness practitioners and teachers to articulate and understand more clearly their 
own pedagogical approaches. Engagingly written and enriched with vignettes from actual classes and 
individual sessions, this unique volume: Places the current mindfulness-based interventions in their 
cultural and historical context to help clarify language use, and the integration of Eastern and Western 
spiritual and secular traditio ns Offers a highly relational understanding of mindfulness practice that 
supports moment-by-moment work with groups and individuals Provides guidance and materials for 
a highly experiential exploration of the reader's personal practice, embodiment, and application of 
mindfulness Describes in detail the four essential skill sets of the mindfulness teacher “p> Proposes 
a comprehensive, systematic model of the intentions of teaching mindfulness as they are revealed in 
the mindfulness-based interventions Includes sample scripts for a wide range of mindfulness practices, 
and an extensive resource section for continued personal and career development Essential for today's 
practitioners and teachers of mindfulness-based interventions Teaching Mindfulness: A Practical Guide 
for Clinicians and Educators brings this increasingly important discipline into clearer focus, opening 
dialogue for physicians, clinical and health psychologists, clinical social workers, marriage and fam-
ily therapists, professional counselors, nurses, occupational therapists, physical therapists, pastoral 



counselors, spiritual directors, life coaches, organizational development professionals, and teachers 
and professionals in higher education , in short, everyone with an interest in helping others find their 
way into t he benefits of the present moment.

Getting to where You are

The late medieval and early modern period is a particularly interesting chapter in the development of 
meditation and self-reflection. The volume aims at examining its forms, functions and strategies, from a 
variety of disciplines, including literary criticism, art history, history of religion, philosophy, and theology.

Impermanence

Hectic life? Feel like you’re racing along on a hamster wheel? Want some inner peace but don’t know 
how to achieve it? If your answer is “yes,” then be sure to read on. Meditation Made Simple carries with 
it a simple message: anyone can learn to meditate, regardless of culture or belief system. It doesn’t 
take long and it’s not difficult—it’s simply a matter of finding a technique that works for you as an 
individual. Busy mum, well-being expert, and author, Jo knows how little time you have. In Meditation 
Made Simple, she will help you to: • understand how meditation can benefit you in so many ways • 
appreciate how easy meditation can be • explore a few simple techniques to discover which work for 
you • enjoy results very quickly and easily And with plenty of space to make notes and record your 
findings as you go along, Meditation Made Simple becomes not just a book to read but a completely 
interactive learning experience.

Zen Judaism

The West has drawn upon Hinduism on a wide scale, from hatha yoga and meditation techniques, to 
popular culture in music and fashion, yet the contribution of Hinduism to the counter-culture of the 
1960s has not been analysed in full. Hinduism and the 1960s looks at the youth culture of the 1960s 
and early 1970s, and the way in which it was influenced by Hinduism and Indian culture. It examines the 
origins of the 1960s counter-culture in the Beat movement of the 1950s, and their interest in Eastern 
religion, notably Zen. When the Beatles visited India to study transcendental meditation, there was 
a rapid expansion in interest in Hinduism. Young people were already heading east on the so-called 
'Hippie Trail', looking for spiritual enlightenment and an escape from the material lifestyle of the West. 
Paul Oliver examines the lifestyle which they adopted, from living in ashrams to experimenting with 
drugs, sexual liberation, ayurvedic medicine and yoga. This engaging book analyses the interaction 
between Hinduism and the West, and the way in which each affected the other. It demonstrates the 
ways in which contemporary Western society has learned from the ancient religion of Hinduism, and 
incorporated such teachings as yoga, meditation and a natural holistic lifestyle, into daily life. Each 
chapter contains a summary and further reading guidance, and a glossary is included at the end of 
the book, making this ideal reading for courses on Hinduism, Indian religions, and religion and popular 
culture.

Teaching Mindfulness

More than forty years ago, two friends and collaborators at Harvard, Daniel Goleman and Richard 
Davidson were unusual in arguing for the benefits of meditation. Now, as mindfulness and other brands 
of meditation become ever more popular, promising to fix everything from our weight to our relationship 
to our professional career, these two bestselling authors sweep away the misconceptions around these 
practices and show how smart practice can change our personal traits and even our genome for 
the better. Drawing on cutting-edge research, Goleman and Davidson expertly reveal what we can 
learn from a one-of-a-kind data pool that includes world-class meditators. They share for the first 
time remarkable findings that show how meditation - without drugs or high expense - can cultivate 
qualities such as selflessness, equanimity, love and compassion, and redesign our neural circuitry. 
Demonstrating two master thinkers at work, The Science of Meditation explains precisely how mind 
training benefits us. More than daily doses or sheer hours, we need smart practice, including crucial 
ingredients such as targeted feedback from a master teacher and a more spacious worldview. Gripping 
in its storytelling and based on a lifetime of thought and action, this is one of those rare books that has 
the power to change us at the deepest level.

Meditatio – Refashioning the Self



Author Robert Wright shows how Buddhist meditative practice can loosen the grip of anxiety, regret, 
and hatred, and deepen your appreciation of beauty and other people." -- Adapted from book jacket.

Meditation Made Simple

Hinduism and the 1960s
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