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Exploring the dynamics within a fascist society reveals a system where absolute power is centralized, 
individual liberties are systematically suppressed, and the state exercises pervasive control over all 
aspects of life. Such an environment is characterized by intense nationalism, militarism, and the 
systematic use of propaganda to maintain an authoritarian grip, shaping the daily experiences and 
beliefs of its citizens under a totalitarian regime.
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In the Society of Fascists

This work seeks to take a fresh look at the contentious question of the longevity and popularity of 
Mussolini's regime in Italy. In particular, it draws upon new research to challenge what has been the 
most influential paradigm over the last couple of decades, namely, the interpretation of Italian fascism 
as a consensual dictatorship.

In the Society of Fascists

This work seeks to take a fresh look at the contentious question of the longevity and popularity of 
Mussolini's regime in Italy. In particular, it draws upon new research to challenge what has been the 
most influential paradigm over the last couple of decades, namely, the interpretation of Italian fascism 
as a consensual dictatorship.

Generating Inequality

From the 1930s to the 50s in Italy commercial cultural products were transformed by new reproductive 
technologies and ways of marketing and distribution, and the appetite for radio, films, music and 
magazines boomed. This book uses new evidence to explore possible continuities between the uses 
of mass culture before and after World War II.

State of the Masses

The aim of this book is to reconstruct the violent nature of the March on Rome and to emphasise 
its significance in demarcating a real break in the country's history and the beginning of the Fascist 
dictatorship. This aspect of the March has long been obscured: first by the Fascists' celebratory project, 
and then by the ironic and reductive interpretation of the event put forward by anti-Fascists. This volume 
focuses on the role and purpose of Fascist political violence from its origins. In doing so, it highlights the 
conflictual nature of the March by illustrating the violent impact it had on Italian institutions as well as the 
importance of a debate on this political turning point in Italy and beyond. The volume also examines how 
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the event crucially contributed to the construction of a dictatorial political regime in Italy in the weeks 
following Mussolini's appointment as head of the government. Originally published in Italian, this book 
fills a notable gap in current critical discussion surrounding the March in the English language.

Mass Culture and Italian Society from Fascism to the Cold War

This richly textured cultural history of Italian fascism traces the narrative path that accompanied the 
making of the regime and the construction of Mussolini's power. Simonetta Falasca-Zamponi reads 
fascist myths, rituals, images, and speeches as texts that tell the story of fascism. Linking Mussolini's 
elaboration of a new ruling style to the shaping of the regime's identity, she finds that in searching 
for symbolic means and forms that would represent its political novelty, fascism in fact brought itself 
into being, creating its own power and history. Falasca-Zamponi argues that an aesthetically founded 
notion of politics guided fascist power's historical unfolding and determined the fascist regime's violent 
understanding of social relations, its desensitized and dehumanized claims to creation, its privileging 
of form over ethical norms, and ultimately its truly totalitarian nature.

The March on Rome

A collection of essays comparing key aspects of Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy.

Fascist Spectacle

Britain is celebrated for having avoided the extremism, political violence and instability that blighted 
many European countries between the two world wars. But her success was a closer thing than has 
been realized. Disillusionment with parliamentary democracy, outbreaks of fascist violence and fears of 
communist subversion in industry and the Empire ran through the entire period. Fascist organizations 
may have failed to attract the support they achieved elsewhere but fascist ideas were adopted from top 
to bottom of society and by men and women in all parts of the country. This book will demonstrate for the 
first time the true spread and depth of fascist beliefs - and the extent to which they were distinctly British. 
Rich in anecdotes and extraordinary characters, Hurrah for the Blackshirts! shows us an inter-war 
Britain on the high-road to fascism but never quite arriving at its destination.

Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany

"This study considers Italian filmmaking during the Fascist era and offers an original and revealing 
approach to the interwar years. Steven Ricci directly confronts a long-standing dilemma faced by 
cultural historians: while made during a period of totalitarian government, these films are neither 
propagandistic nor openly "Fascist." Instead, the Italian Fascist regime attempted to build ideological 
consensus by erasing markers of class and regional difference and by circulating terms for an imaginary 
national identity. Cinema and Fascism investigates the complex relationship between the totalitarian 
regime and Italian cinema. It looks at the films themselves, the industry, and the role of cinema in daily 
life, and offers new insights into this important but neglected period in cinema history." -- Book cover.

The Chinese Blue Shirt Society

This is the first text to examine women and sport in Italy during the period 1861-1945. To qualify 
and quantify the impact of fascism on Italian Women's sport, the author first of all examines the 
pre-fascist period in terms of female physical culture. The text then describes how during the fascist era, 
women moved strictly within a framework designed by medicine and eugenics, religious and traditional 
education. The country aspired to emancipation, as promised by the fascist revolution but emancipation 
was hard to advance under the fascist regime because of male hegemonic trends in the country. This 
book shows how the engagement of women in some sporting activity did promote and support some 
gender emancipation. The conclusion of the book demonstrates how, in the post-war period, women 
found it hard to advance further on, for a number of reasons.

Hurrah For The Blackshirts!

Historians, political scientists, cultural scholars, and journalists offer new views of the 1936 clash 
between police, fascists, and anti-fascists in London's Jewish neighborhood. Among their concerns are 
the diversity of Jewish responses, government reactions, fascist perception and representations, the 
role of gender, and the shifting cultural memory. Also included is Simon Blumanfeld's play The Battle of 



Cable Street and excerpts from its sequel. Distributed by ISBS. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, 
Inc., Portland, OR

Cinema and Fascism

The supremacy of the global fascist superman never became a reality but was certainly an intention. 
This work explores the use of the image of the male body in European, American and Asian fascism 
of varying degrees and various interpretations, and the differences and similarities involved.

Italian Fascism and the Female Body

Ordinary Violence in Mussolini's Italy reveals the centrality of violence to Fascist rule, arguing that the 
Mussolini regime projected its coercive power deeply and diffusely into society through confinement, 
imprisonment, low-level physical assaults, economic deprivations, intimidation, discrimination, and 
other everyday forms of coercion. Fascist repression was thus more intense and ideological than 
previously thought and even shared some important similarities with Nazi and Soviet terror.

Remembering Cable Street

Describes the development of Oswald Mosley's British Union of Fascists. After failing to win support 
for his Keynesian economics, Mosley adopted Italian-style fascism. Until 1934 he was considered 
respectable, but violence at his meetings, attacks on the Jews, and his dictatorial ideas alienated middle 
class support. Ch. 4 (pp. 89-113), "Antisemitism and the Campaign in East London, " emphasizes the 
native roots of British antisemitism. The fascist campaign in the East End in 1936-37 was partly a 
reaction to Jewish hostility, as claimed by the fascists, and partly opportunistic exploitation of a local 
issue, as claimed by the Left. Mosley's accusations against Jews became more extreme in order to 
rationalize the BUF's failure and he demanded the "total eradication" of Jewry. Describes debates in 
the Jewish community and in the left-wing parties over their response. The fascists were finally curbed 
by local authorities and the central government. The BUF had little long-term impact in England, unlike 
more extreme racist fascism.



At War with Society

The Fascist regime under Mussolini regarded its youth as its best hope for the future. Young people 
were courted more assiduously than any other group in the society and their political socialization 
became a central concern of the government. Believe, Obey, Fight discusses the various tools used 
by the Fascist regime from 1922 to 1943 to shape the political values and environment of the young. 
Tracy Koon focuses on the secondary agents of socialization, including the party, the educational 
establishment, youth groups, and the media of political communication. She shows that the response to 
this socialization ranged from apparent consent to dissent and finally to open opposition. The regime 
employed several methods to produce consensus among the young. Koon's analysis begins with a 
discussion of the rhetorical style of Mussolini's message and the key political myths manipulated by his 
propaganda machine: fascism as continuing revolution and social justice, the glories of ancient Rome, 
the hygienic function of war and violence, the religious spirit of the new creed, and the omniscience of 
the leader. She then describes the pre-Fascist educational system, the "most Fascist" Gentile reforms of 
1923, and the later revision of those reforms by zealous party men engaged in the Fascist regimentation 
of teachers and students and the militarization and politicization of curricula and textbooks. Equally 
important agents of socialization were the Fascist groups organized for young people from their earliest 
years through the university level, including the annual national competitions and forums in which 
members could express their ideas on a range of issues. The regime provided physical, military, sports, 
and political training to strengthen the new Fascist society. Fascist socialization did for a time create a 
superficial consensus by appealing to both the love of conformity that marks the very young and the 
economic fears that caused students to conform in the hope of jobs. But Koon argues that the regime's 
attempt to exert totalitarian control over the young deprived them of personal identity. As time passed, 
the contradictions of the regime became clearer, the chasm between Fascist rhetoric and reality more 
obvious. In the end, the majority of young people came to believe that the regime had given them 
nothing to believe in, no one to obey, and nothing for which to fight. Originally published in 1985. A 
UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to 
make available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These 
editions are published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, 
bringing readers both historical and cultural value.

Superman Supreme

This new text places interwar European fascism squarely in its historical context and analyses its 
relationship with other right wing, authoritarian movements and regimes. Beginning with the ideological 
roots of fascism in pre-1914 Europe, Martin Blinkhorn turns to the problem-torn Europe of 1919 to 1939 
in order to explain why fascism emerged and why, in some settings, it flourished while in others it did 
not. In doing so he considers not just the 'major' fascist movements and regimes of Italy and Germany 
but the entire range of fascist and authoritarian ideas, movements and regimes present in the Europe 
of 1919-1945.

Ordinary Violence in Mussolini's Italy

Despite their undeniable importance, the leaders of the Fascist and Nazi youth organizations have 
received little attention from historians. In Shaping the New Man, Alessio Ponzio uncovers the largely 
untold story of the training and education of these crucial protagonists of the Fascist and Nazi 
regimes, and he examines more broadly the structures, ideologies, rhetoric, and aspirations of youth 
organizations in Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany. Ponzio shows how the Italian Fascists’ pedagogical 
practices influenced the origin and evolution of the Hitler Youth. He dissects similarities and differences 
in the training processes of the youth leaders of the Opera Nazionale Balilla, Gioventù Italiana del 
Littorio, and Hitlerjugend. And, he explores the transnational institutional interactions and mutual 
cooperation that flourished between Mussolini’s and Hitler’s youth organizations in the 1930s and 
1940s.

Illusions of Grandeur

Ruth Ben-Ghiat's innovative cultural history of Mussolini's dictatorship is a provocative discussion of 
the meanings of modernity in interwar Italy. Eloquent, pathbreaking, and deft in its use of a broad 
range of materials, this work argues that fascism appealed to many Italian intellectuals as a new 
model of modernity that would resolve the contemporary European crisis as well as long-standing 



problems of the national past. Ben-Ghiat shows that—at a time of fears over the erosion of national and 
social identities—Mussolini presented fascism as a movement that would allow economic development 
without harm to social boundaries and national traditions. She demonstrates that although the regime 
largely failed in its attempts to remake Italians as paragons of a distinctly fascist model of mass society, 
twenty years of fascism did alter the landscape of Italian cultural life. Among younger intellectuals in 
particular, the dictatorship left a legacy of practices and attitudes that often continued under different 
political rubrics after 1945.

Believe, Obey, Fight

It is now 80 years since Mussolini's Fascism came to power in Italy, but the political heirs of the original 
Fascism are part of government in today's Italy. The resurgence of neo-fascist and neo-Nazi extremism 
all over Europe are a reminder of the continuing place of fascism in contemporary European society, 
despite its political and military defeat in 1945. This thoroughly revised, updated and expanded edition 
provides a critical and comprehensive overview of the origins of Fascism and the movement's taking 
and consolidation of power. Philip Morgan: - Explains how the experience of the First World War created 
Fascism - Describes how the unsettled post-war conditions in Italy enabled an initially small group of 
political adventurers around Mussolini to build a large movement and take power in 1922 - Focuses on 
the workings of the first ever 'totalitarian' system and its impacts on the lives and outlooks of ordinary 
Italians - Considers the meshing of internal 'fascistisation' and expansionism, which emerged most 
clearly after 1936 as Italy became more closely aligned with Nazi Germany - Examines the demise of 
Italian Fascism between 1943 and 1945 as Mussolini and his party became the puppets of Nazism - 
Provides an explanation and interpretation of Fascism, locating it in contemporary history and taking 
account of recent debates on the nature of the phenomenon. Clear and approachable, this essential 
text is ideal for anyone interested in Italy's turbulent political history in the first half of the 20th century.

Fascism and the Right in Europe 1919-1945

This collection represents a tool to broaden and deepen our geographical, institutional, and historical 
understanding of the term totalitarianism. Is totalitarianism only found in ‘other’ societies? How come, 
then, it emerged historically in ‘ours’ first? How come it developed in so many countries either in 
Western Europe (Italy, Germany, Portugal, and Spain) or under implicit Western forms of coercion (Latin 
America)? How do relations between individual(s), mass and the visual arts relate to totalitarian trends? 
These are among the questions this book asks about totalitarianism. The volume does not impose a 
‘one size fits all’ interpretation, but opens new spaces for debate on the connection between the visual 
arts and mass-culture in totalitarian societies. From the Mediterranean to Scandinavia, from Western 
Europe to Latin America, from the fascism of the early 20th century to contemporary forms of totalitarian 
control, and from cinema to architecture, the chapters included in TotArt bring expertise, historical 
sensibility and political awareness to bear on this varied range of phenomena. This collection offers 
international contributions on visual, performing and plastic arts. The chapters range from examination 
of comics to study of YouTube videos and American newsreels, from Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and 
Uruguayan cinemas to more contemporary American films and TV series, from painters and sculptors 
to the study of urban spaces.

Shaping the New Man

What is fascism? Is it revolutionary? Or is it reactionary? Can it be both? Fascism is notoriously hard to 
define. How do we make sense of an ideology that appeals to streetfighters and intellectuals alike? That 
is overtly macho in style, yet attracts many women? That calls for a return to tradition while maintaining 
a fascination with technology? And that preaches violence in the name of an ordered society? In the 
new edition of this Very Short Introduction, Kevin Passmore brilliantly unravels the paradoxes of one of 
the most important phenomena in the modern world—tracing its origins in the intellectual, political, and 
social crises of the late nineteenth century, the rise of fascism following World War I, including fascist 
regimes in Italy and Germany, and the fortunes of 'failed' fascist movements in Eastern Europe, Spain, 
and the Americas. He also considers fascism in culture, the new interest in transnational research, and 
the progress of the far right since 2002. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from 
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized 
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, 
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly 
readable.

Fascist Modernities



The study of welfare can illuminate debate about some of the grand themes in modern Italian history 
- the question of the success or failure of nation-building; the question of the relative strengths and 
weaknesses of the state; and the question of continuity and discontinuity from liberalism to fascism. It 
can also deepen understanding of one of the most pressing problems confronting historians of Italian 
fascism - the question of the actual impact of fascist rule on Italian society. Despite this, surprisingly 
few scholars have done any work on this important topic. This book aims to contribute to scholarship 
on the social history of modern Italy by examining welfare thinking and policies from the nineteenth 
century to the fascist period.

Italian Fascism, 1915-1945

This book explores the day-to-day 'lived experience' of fascism in Venice during the 1930s, charting the 
attempts of the fascist regime to infiltrate and reshape Venetians' everyday lives and their responses 
to the intrusions of the fascist state.

TOTalitarian ARTs

The history of ideas combined with political, social and psychological theory - a new synthesis of 
approaches invaluable to students both of contemporary politics and of modern (particularly European) 
history.

Fascism as a Mass Movement

This definitive contribution to social science literature describes German's general theory of authori-
tarianism in modem society, and applies it to authoritarian movements and regimes likely to merge out 
of the social mobilization of the middle and lower classes. Germani analyzes the nature, conditions, 
and determinants of authoritarianism in the context of Latin American political and social developments 
and compares it to European fascist movements.

Fascism: A Very Short Introduction

The continuing interest in the history, ideas, structure and development of fascism in Britain in the 
twentieth century appears to show little sign of diminishing. This collection of essays, first published in 
1980, deals in some depth with new evidence and interpretations of the phenomenon of British fascism 
and provides a reassessment of some of the major issues that have caused controversy, examines the 
diverse nature of British fascism and suggests areas which need further research. The early essays 
identify certain elements of British fascism, particularly anti-semitism, which produced the ideology of 
the inter-war organisations calling themselves ‘fascist’. Stress is laid on the British roots rather than the 
European influences of Italy or Germany, and the book also considers the Imperial Fascist League, 
a competitor of the British Union of Fascists in the 1930s. The second section of the book deals with 
particular aspects of the BUF. Considering its ideology and tactics, there are studies of anti-semitism, 
economic thought and the public order question. Presenting new research and fresh interpretations 
of existing material, this important volume considers many of the crucial and unanswered questions 
surrounding British fascism.

Italy's Social Revolution

Highlighting the "mass" nature of interwar European fascism has long become commonplace. Through-
out the years, numerous critics have construed fascism as a phenomenon of mass society, perhaps the 
ultimate expression of mass politics. This study deconstructs this long-standing perception. It argues 
that the entwining of fascism with the masses is a remarkable transubstantiation of a movement which 
understood and presented itself as a militant rejection of the ideal of mass politics, and indeed of 
mass society and mass culture more broadly conceived. Thus, rather than "massifying" society, fascism 
was the culmination of a long effort on the part of the élites and the middle-classes to de-massify 
it. The perennially menacing mass – seen as plebeian and insubordinate – was to be drilled into 
submission, replaced by supposedly superior collective entities, such as the nation, the race, or the 
people. Focusing on Italian fascism and German National Socialism, but consulting fascist movements 
and individuals elsewhere in interwar Europe, the book incisively shows how fascism is best understood 
as ferociously resisting what Elias referred to as "the civilizing process" and what Marx termed "the 
social individual." Fascism, notably, was a revolt against what Nietzsche described as the peaceful, 
middling and egalitarian "Last Humans."

Everyday Life in Fascist Venice, 1929-40



Alessandra Tarquini’s A History of Italian Fascist Culture, 1922–1943 is widely recognized as an 
authoritative synthesis of the field. The book was published to much critical acclaim in 2011 and revised 
and expanded five years later. This long-awaited translation presents Tarquini’s compact, clear prose 
to readers previously unable to read it in the original Italian. Tarquini sketches the universe of Italian 
fascism in three broad directions: the regime’s cultural policies, the condition of various art forms and 
scholarly disciplines, and the ideology underpinning the totalitarian state. She details the choices the 
ruling class made between 1922 and 1943, revealing how cultural policies shaped the country and 
how intellectuals and artists contributed to those decisions. The result is a view of fascist ideology as 
a system of visions, ideals, and, above all, myths capable of orienting political action and promoting 
a precise worldview. Building on George L. Mosse’s foundational research, Tarquini provides the best 
single-volume work available to fully understand a complex and challenging subject. It reveals how the 
fascists used culture—art, cinema, music, theater, and literature—to build a conservative revolution that 
purported to protect the traditional social fabric while presenting itself as maximally oriented toward the 
future.

The Nature of Fascism

Deep historical trends suggest the United States could be moving toward a distinctly novel form of 
fascism, embracing elements of the historical phenomenon as it appeared in such countries as Italy, 
Germany, Japan, and Spain while departing in significant ways. A twenty-first century fascism would 
hardly be revolutionary or totalitarian, as it would involve no dramatic break with the past, following a 
logic of continuity and building on firmaments of entrenched power going back to World War II. This 
new type of fascist regime would be driven by a tightening confluence of sectoral interests in American 
society: corporate, state, military, and cultural – interests favoring oligarchy, authoritarianism, the 
warfare system, and surveillance order within an expanding globalized matrix of power. The dominant 
historical forces emphasized by such theorists as C. Wright Mills (The Power Elite) and Sheldon Wolin 
(Democracy, Inc.), an important foundation of this book, have grown stronger and more pervasive 
across the decades. An integrated power structure has been fueled by new advances in technology, 
a money-saturated political system, and neoliberal globalism bolstered by the spread of right wing 
populism that, among other things, has catapulted Donald Trump into the U.S. presidency. In this book, 
Carl Boggs explores new political and ideological terrain in systematically considering the prospects 
for a gradual development of fascism in contemporary American society and, by extension, elsewhere 
across the advanced industrial world. He persuasively argues that modern fascistic trends, arguably 
most visible in the U.S., demonstrate a closer affinity with Mussolini’s Italy (corporate state) than with 
the more extreme Nazi German model of tyranny and genocide. A very timely scholarly enterprise, this 
book will be of interest to students of contemporary radical politics, fascism more broadly, US political 
history, ideologies and party politics.

Authoritarianism, Fascism, and National Populism

The Routledge Companion to Fascism and the Far Right is an engaging and accessible guide to the 
origins of fascism, the main facets of the ideology and the reality of fascist government around the world. 
In a clear and simple manner, this book illustrates the main features of the subject using chronologies, 
maps, glossaries and biographies of key individuals. As well as the key examples of Hitler's Germany 
and Mussolini's Italy, this book also draws on extreme right-wing movements in Latin America, Eastern 
Europe and the Far East. In a series of original essays, the authors explain the complex topics including: 
the roots of fascism fascist ideology fascism in government and opposition nation and race in fascism 
fascism and society fascism and economics fascism and diplomacy.

British Fascism

"Italy has been made; now we need to make the Italians," goes a familiar Italian saying. Mussolini was 
the first head of state to include women in this mandate. How the fascist dictatorship defined the place 
of women in modern Italy and how women experienced the Duce's rule are the subjects of Victoria de 
Grazia's new work. De Grazia draws on an array of sources—memoirs and novels, the images, songs, 
and events of mass culture, as well as government statistics and archival reports. She offers a broad 
yet detailed characterization of Italian women's ambiguous and ambivalent experience of a regime that 
promised modernity, yet denied women emancipation. Always attentive to the great diversity among 
women and careful to distinguish fascist rhetoric from the practices that really shaped daily existence, 
the author moves with ease from the public discourse about femininity to the images of women in 



propaganda and commercial culture. She analyzes fascist attempts to organize women and the ways 
in which Mussolini's intentions were received by women as social actors. The first study of women's 
experience under Italian fascism, this is also a history of the making of contemporary Italian society.

Fascism and the Masses

Examines the largely ambivalent attitudes towards Jews evinced by the general populace and the 
government in Britain. Analyzes the hostility that did occur in the context of a society undergoing 
profound social, economic, and political change. States that the clearest features of modern British 
antisemitism are that Jews are perceived firstly as a foreign group and secondly as a malevolent 
power in society. Discusses British fascist organizations, the strongest of which was the British Union 
of Fascists led by Oswald Mosley; the evacuation experiences of London's Jews; the extent of the 
debate on the "Jewish question" in all levels of society; widespread economic and social prejudices; 
the negative images of the Jew; the attitudes of the government, which refused to admit the existence 
of antisemitism and denied that the Jews were a separate entity; and the response of pro-Jewish or 
anti-antisemitic forces.

A History of Italian Fascist Culture, 1922–1943

After years of research, American syndicalist author H. R. Morgan presents a collection of the key 
statements made by the early Fascist leaders and their best thinkers. Included are criticisms of and 
solutions to all of the problems troubling the world today. Both the causes of global misery and the 
reasons for their having happened are plainly mentioned. The solutions are simply stated and strait 
forward. If you want to know why things today are the way they are, read this book. Contained within its 
pages is a sweeping panorama of pertinent statements made by those 'realists' of the twentieth century, 
that is actually, from the 1880's on up to today. "Fascism is not racism," says Morgan, "Fascism is 
realism." It is a doctrine of realistic social and economic policies for todays world. It is neither 'right-wing' 
or 'left-wing'; it is the extreme radical center. It is "thinking outside of the box" as they say. The book 
begins with a very informative introduction containing a large amount of historical background. It is, 
however, preceded with a preface of equally historical and semi biographical importance. Afterward 
is the main text called the 'Codex'. The 'Codex' is a long anthology of excerpts, quotes, paraphrases, 
citations and commentary. The book ends with a final word by Morgan. Also included is a complete 
bibleography and index. It is recommended for first or second year political science majors and for all 
those who are interested in the true meaning of Fascism for our time, rather than what they've seen 
and heard on television and in the mass media.

Fascism Old and New

The ability to organize millions of people for political purposes is a potent and relatively recent weapon 
in the struggle for power. Political scientists have studied two types of mass organization, the political 
party and the interest group. In this book Gregory Kasza examines a third type, which he calls the 
administered mass organization. AMOs are mass civilian bodies created by authoritarian regimes 
to implement public policy. Officials use them to organize youths, workers, women, or members of 
other social sectors into bodies resembling the mass conscript army. A network of AMOs produces a 
conscription society, a major force in twentieth-century politics in over 45 countries. Using comparative 
history and organization theory, Kasza analyzes the politics of the conscription society in both military 
and single-party regimes. He discusses the origins of AMOs in Japan, the Soviet Union, and Fascist 
Italy and their subsequent spread to China, Egypt, Nazi Germany, Peru, Poland, and Yugoslavia. He 
focuses on the use of AMOs to curb political opposition, to mobilize for war, and to shift control over 
the means of production. Kasza shows how, in the hands of despotic rulers, AMOs have contributed 
to the extremes of political barbarism characteristic of the twentieth century.

The Routledge Companion to Fascism and the Far Right

Die im vorliegenden Band versammelten Aufsätze analysieren die vielfältige Art und Weise, wie der 
Vatikan, die nationalen Kirchen und einzelne Katholiken mit dem Aufstieg der extremen Rechten 
in Europa während der 1920er, 1930er und frühen 1940er Jahre umgingen, vom Ende des Ersten 
Weltkriegs, der mit Recht als einer der wichtigsten Katalysatoren des europäischen Faschismus in 
der Zwischenkriegszeit gilt, bis zum Schluss und zu den unmittelbaren Nachwirkungen des Zweiten 
Weltkriegs. Während einige Aufsätze sich auf theoretische, methodologische Probleme konzentrieren, 
beschäftigen sich die meisten Beiträge mit jeweils einem Land oder einer Region, wo eine faschistische 



Bewegung oder ein solches Regime zwischen den Kriegen und während des Zweiten Weltkriegs 
erfolgreich war, und wo es gleichzeitig eine signifikante katholische Präsenz in der Gesellschaft gab. 
Fast ganz Europa wird behandelt – ein beispielloses Unternehmen - , und eine große Zahl wichtiger 
Kontexte und Methoden wird untersucht. So wirken die Beiträge mit an der allgemeinen Entwicklung 
eines interpretativen ‚Cluster‘-Modells, das eine Reihe von Grundmustern der Forschung vereinigt und 
zukünftige Untersuchungen anregen wird. The papers presented in this volume analyse the many ways 
in which the Vatican, national Churches and individual catholics dealt with the rise of the extreme right 
in Europe throughout the 1920s, 1930s and early 1940s, from the end of the First World War, arguably 
one of the main catalysts of European interwar fascism, to the conclusion and immediate aftermath of 
the Second World War. While a number of papers focus primarily on theoretical, methodological issues 
pertaining to the book’s general theme, the majority of papers focus on either a country or region 
where a fascist movement or regime flourished between the wars and during the Second World War, 
and where there was a significant catholic presence in society. The various chapters cover almost the 
entire European continent – an endeavour that is unprecedented –, and they explore a wide range 
of relevant contexts and methodologies, thus further contributing to the general development of an 
interpretive ‘cluster’ model that incorporates a series of investigative matrixes, and that will hopefully 
inspire future research.

How Fascism Ruled Women

The Persistence of Prejudice
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