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Explore the intricate history of diplomacy in Japan-EU relations, tracing their evolution from the strategic 
dynamics of the Cold War through to the complexities of the post-bipolar international landscape. This 
insightful analysis illuminates key diplomatic shifts, cooperative efforts, and the enduring significance 
of their partnership within the broader context of global affairs.
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Diplomacy in Japan-EU Relations

Since the 1950s, Japan-Europe relations have been characterised by a mutual coldness in terms of 
diplomatic dialogue, punctuated by a number of trade disputes. This book analyses the development 
of the political and diplomatic relationship between Japan and Europe, and shows that – especially 
during the Cold War years – whilst they share a wide range of political values and goals, the quality 
of diplomatic relations has often been sacrificed to both overcome trade issues and as a result of 
systemic factors. Focusing on the institutionalization of relations between Japan and the EU, this 
book examines both the historical-diplomatic dimension and political-strategic discourse. It traces the 
historical development of the relationship from the post-war years, to the signing of the Japan-EU 
action plan in 2001, which marked a key turning point in the relationship. It goes on to examine the 
achievements and criticisms of ASEM, the Asia-Europe Meeting, which whilst meeting successfully for 
the past sixteen years, has also been condemned as little more than a talking shop. Crucially, Oliviero 
Frattolillo’s analysis clearly demonstrates how the interaction between Japan and the EU has been 
constructed on the basis of their perceptions of each other, thus underlining the inherent impact of 
different political identities, cultures and values on international relations. Providing a keen insight into 
Japan-EU relations, this book will appeal to students and scholars of Japanese and European history 
and politics, as well as those interested in the history of international relations and security studies.

Interwar Japan beyond the West

In the late nineteenth century, Japan was the only non-Western country to have successfully faced 
the challenges of Westernization. At the end of the Meiji Era, just three decades after the end of 
the country’s feudal age, it became Great Britain’s ally, while its soldiers were deployed in Beijing, 
operating alongside the great European powers. Meanwhile, in Japan, the perception of a scientifically 
and technologically advanced West came to be imbued by negative connotations, generated by the 
threatening Western presence in Asia. In order to avoid succumbing to the European imperialist yoke, 
Japan has itself gradually converted its international status by embracing an imperialistic identity. 
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The new image of the world responding to the current historical situation could only result from a 
philosophy immersed in historicity, far from its metaphysical dimension. In a philosophy mediated by 
history, self-awareness would have coincided with the “historical manifestations of history”. Based on 
these premises, the ChkMkMron group seemed to have presented Japan’s hegemonic aspirations as an 
expression of its “real historical manifestation”. This sounded like an explicit declaration of ideologically 
supporting the country’s involvement in the war. But what is the meaning that the participants in the 
debates attributed to the idea of Japan’s “real historical manifestation”? The answer lies in a moral 
obligation that the country saw as “the duty” of world history: overcoming modern civilization while 
promoting a new culture.

A Cultural History of Postwar Japan

This book is a political and cultural history of the early postwar Japan aiming at exploring how the 
perception and cultural values of everyday life in the country changed along with the rise of the kasutori 
culture. Such a process was closely tied with both a refusal of the samurai culture and the interwar 
debate on modernity, and it resulted in a decadent way of life, exemplified by intellectuals such as 
Sakaguchi Ango. It depicts a short-lived radical cultural and social alternative, one that forced people 
to rethink their relationship to the kokutai, modernity, social roles, daily practices, and the production 
of knowledge. The subjectivity and daily practices in those years were more important in shaping the 
cultural identities of the Japanese than the new public ideology of the nation. This challenges some 
Euro-American historical notions that the new private sphere has emerged in Japan as an effect of 
the country’s Americanization, rather than from within it. This work not only looks at the immediate 
aftermath of WWII from the perspective of Japan, but also tries to rethink Westernization in the light of 
its global appropriation. This volume is addressed to specialists of Japanese or Asian history, but it will 
also attract historians of the United States and readers from political and intellectual history, cultural 
studies, and historiography in general.

EU–Japan Relations and the Crisis of Multilateralism

Presenting the history of relations between the European Union and Japan, this book explains the 
origins and significance of the momentous 2018 Economic Partnership Agreement and its parallel 
Strategic Partnership Agreement. Set within the historical context of the 1991 Hague Declaration and 
Action Plan of 2001, this book analyses the impact of recent background changes to the liberal trading 
order, the proliferation of free trade agreements, and uncertainty about role of the United States in 
the world on relations between Japan and the EU. Adopting a path-dependent approach, it illustrates 
how these agreements were reached as a result of growing patterns of cooperative behaviour between 
the EU and Japan, and the imprint of shared past experiences in areas from trade to security. In so 
doing, this book also raises important questions about the future of multilateral cooperation, exploring 
the potential for bilateral agreements to undermine the possibility of finding international solutions to 
increasingly international problems. EU–Japan Relations and the Crisis of Multilateralism will appeal 
to students and scholars of European and Japanese politics and international relations, as well as 
policymakers internationally with an interest in these significant agreements.

Japanese Public Diplomacy in European Countries

To address the issue of the lack of integration and common policy among Japan’s cultural promotion 
actors and institutions, Gadjeva explores an integrated approach for Japanese public diplomacy 
through public-private partnerships. She examines the potential of the Japan Foundation as a central 
public diplomacy actor in Europe, facilitating a Public-Private Partnership Platform. Focusing on France 
and Bulgaria, Gadjeva observes the Japan Foundation’s role, contributions, and activities implemented 
between the 1970s and 2018, both autonomously and in collaboration with Japanese and local public 
and private actors. She compares the Foundation’s initiatives in the two countries, highlighting both 
the strong points and the space for improvement. In addition, Gadjeva points out essential Japanese, 
French, and Bulgarian actors with potential for future cooperation with the Japan Foundation through 
public-private partnerships. Drawing on her interviews with Bulgarian and French representatives, 
she examines the image of Japan and the future expectations from Japan. Revealing certain cultural 
aspects and less-explored areas of Japanese soft power, she proposes specific project proposals 
for integrated public diplomacy initiatives implemented through a Public-Private Partnership Platform 
facilitated by the Japan Foundation. Providing valuable insights into the strong and insufficient points 
of Japan’s public diplomacy in Europe and policy recommendations, this book will be of great interest 



to scholars and professionals in the spheres of Japanese public diplomacy, foreign cultural policy, and 
Japanese-European international relations.

EU-Japan Relations, 1970-2012

This book presents a comprehensive overview of EU-Japan relations from 1970 to the present. It 
charts developments over the period, analyses key specific areas of importance to the relationship, 
and concludes by assessing how the relationship is likely to develop going forward. Throughout, the 
book discusses the factors on both sides which motivate the relationship, including Japan’s concern to 
secure markets for its advanced industrial products, and the factors motivating current negotiations for 
a deeper and more comprehensive economic and cooperative partnership.

Japan's Foreign Policy After the Cold War

A documentation of the impact of recent changes in the international system of Japan's foreign policy. 
Chapters include: diplomatic style; the thrust for economic success; the search for security; and the 
impact of international relations with neighbouring countries.

Diplomacy in Japan-EU Relations

Since the 1950s, Japan-Europe relations have been characterised by a mutual coldness in terms of 
diplomatic dialogue, punctuated by a number of trade disputes. This book analyses the development 
of the political and diplomatic relationship between Japan and Europe, and shows that – especially 
during the Cold War years – whilst they share a wide range of political values and goals, the quality 
of diplomatic relations has often been sacrificed to both overcome trade issues and as a result of 
systemic factors. Focusing on the institutionalization of relations between Japan and the EU, this 
book examines both the historical-diplomatic dimension and political-strategic discourse. It traces the 
historical development of the relationship from the post-war years, to the signing of the Japan-EU 
action plan in 2001, which marked a key turning point in the relationship. It goes on to examine the 
achievements and criticisms of ASEM, the Asia-Europe Meeting, which whilst meeting successfully for 
the past sixteen years, has also been condemned as little more than a talking shop. Crucially, Oliviero 
Frattolillo’s analysis clearly demonstrates how the interaction between Japan and the EU has been 
constructed on the basis of their perceptions of each other, thus underlining the inherent impact of 
different political identities, cultures and values on international relations. Providing a keen insight into 
Japan-EU relations, this book will appeal to students and scholars of Japanese and European history 
and politics, as well as those interested in the history of international relations and security studies.

Japan's International Relations

This detailed and lucid volume is an essential resource for students of Asian Studies and International 
Politics.

Japanese Diplomacy in the 1950s

This book provides a detailed examination of Japan's diplomatic relations in the 1950s, an important 
decade in international affairs when new structures and systems emerged, and when Japan established 
patterns in its international relationships which continue today. It examines the process of Japan's 
attempts to rehabilitate itself and reintegrate into a changing world, and the degree of success to 
which Japan achieved its goals in the political, economic and security spheres. The book is divided into 
three parts, each containing three chapters: Part I looks at Japan in the eyes of the Anglo-American 
powers; Part II at Japanese efforts to gain membership of newly forming regional and international 
organizations; and Part III considers the role of domestic factors in Japanese foreign policy making. 
Important issues are considered including Japanese rearmament and the struggle to gain entry into 
the United Nations. In contrast to much of the academic literature on post-war Japanese diplomacy, 
generally presenting Japan as a passive actor of little relevance or importance, this book shows that 
Japan did not simply sit passively by, but formed and attempted to instigate its own visions into the 
evolving regional and global structures. It also shows that whilst Japan did not always figure as highly 
as its politicians and policy makers may have liked in the foreign policy considerations of other nation 
states, many countries and organizations did attach a great deal of importance to re-building relations 
with Japan throughout this period of re-adjustment and transformation.



Reassessing Japan’s Cold War

As memories of the savage conflict inaugurated by the attack on Pearl Harbor recede, the ethical 
foundations that influenced postwar interpretations of Japan’s role during the Cold War era are 
crumbling on different fronts. Retracing Japanese history during the Sixties, this book locates the 
country’s role in Cold War history against the backdrop of the twentieth century, contextualizing older 
trends that shaped postwar changes. It also places Cold War Japan in the global context of America’s 
shifting hegemony and the corresponding structure of the international system. Given its nuanced 
approach, this book will prove instrumental for students and researchers working in studies of Cold 
War history, Japanese history, American history and international history.

The Diplomatic History of Postwar Japan

Winner of the prestigious Yoshida Shigeru Prize 1999 for the best book in public history when it 
was published in its original Japanese, this book presents a comprehensive and up-to-date overview 
of Japan’s international relations from the end of the Pacific War to the present. Written by leading 
Japanese authorities on the subject, it makes extensive use of the most recently declassified Japanese 
documents, memoirs, and diaries. It introduces the personalities and approaches Japan’s postwar 
leaders and statesmen took in dealing with a rapidly changing world and the challenges they faced. 
Importantly, the book also discusses the evolution of Japan’s presence on the international stage and 
the important – if underappreciated role – Japan has played. The book examines the many issues which 
Japan has had to confront in this important period: from the occupation authorities in the latter half 
1940s, to the crisis-filled 1970s; from the post-Cold War decade to the contemporary war on terrorism. 
The book examines the effect of the changing international climate and domestic scene on Japan’s 
foreign policy; and the way its foreign policy has been conducted. It discusses how the aims of Japan’s 
foreign relations, and how its relationships with its neighbours, allies and other major world powers 
have developed, and assesses how far Japan has succeeded in realising its aims. It concludes by 
discussing the current state of Japanese foreign policy and likely future developments.

Eu-Japan Relations and the Crisis of Multilateralism

Presenting the history of relations between the European Union and Japan, this book explains the 
origins and significance of the momentous 2018 Economic Partnership Agreement and its parallel 
Strategic Partnership Agreement. Set within the historical context of the 1991 Hague Declaration and 
Action Plan of 2001, this book analyses the impact of recent background changes to the liberal trading 
order, the proliferation of free trade agreements, and uncertainty about role of the United States in 
the world on relations between Japan and the EU. Adopting a path-dependent approach, it illustrates 
how these agreements were reached as a result of growing patterns of cooperative behaviour between 
the EU and Japan, and the imprint of shared past experiences in areas from trade to security. In so 
doing, this book also raises important questions about the future of multilateral cooperation, exploring 
the potential for bilateral agreements to undermine the possibility of finding international solutions to 
increasingly international problems. EU-Japan Relations and the Crisis of Multilateralism will appeal 
to students and scholars of European and Japanese politics and international relations, as well as 
policymakers internationally with an interest in these significant agreements.

Japan and Germany as Regional Actors

This important book fills the gap in existing literature by employing an explicitly comparative framework 
for analyzing and evaluating Germany's and Japan's post-Cold War regional foreign policy trajectories. 
Through a qualitative content analysis of key foreign policy speeches, this book traces and compares 
German and Japanese national role conceptions by identifying policymakers' perceived duties and 
responsibilities of their country. Further, through two case studies on missile defence policies and 
textbook disputes this study investigates actual foreign policy behaviour in order to question the 
assertion that post Cold War Germany and Japan are following very different paths.

Japan's International Relations

The new edition of this comprehensive and user-friendly textbook provides a single volume resource 
for all those studying Japan's international relations.

Nationalism and Power Politics in Japan's Relations with China



Despite flourishing economic interactions and deepening interdependence, the current political and 
diplomatic relationship between Japan and China remains lukewarm at best. Indeed, bilateral relations 
reached an unprecedented nadir during the spring of 2005, and again more recently in autumn 2012, 
as massive anti-Japanese demonstrations across Chinese cities elicited corresponding incidents of 
popular anti-Chinese reprisal in Japan. This book systematically explores the complex dynamics that 
shape contemporary Japanese-Chinese relations. In particular, it analyses the so-called 'revival' of 
nationalism in post-Cold War Japan, its causality in redefining Japan's external policy orientations, and 
its impact on the atmosphere of the bilateral relationship. Further, by adopting a neoclassical realist 
model of state behaviour and preferences, Lai Yew Meng examines two highly visible bilateral case 
studies: the Japanese-Chinese debacle over prime ministerial visits to Yasukuni Shrine, and the mul-
ti-dimensional dispute in the East China Sea which comprises the Senkaku/Diaoyudao territorial row, 
alleged Chinese maritime incursions, and bilateral competition for energy resources. Through these 
examples, this book explores whether nationalism really matters; when, and under what circumstances 
nationalism becomes most salient; and the extent to which the emotional dimensions of nationalism 
manifest most profoundly in Japanese state-elites' policy decision-making. This timely book will be 
of great interest to students and scholars of both Japanese and Chinese politics, as well as those 
interested in international relations, nationalism, foreign policy and security studies more broadly.

Japan's Subnational Governments in International Affairs

1. Contexts : conceptual, comparative and Japanese -- 2. Japanese SNGs as international actors : 
domestic dimensions -- 3. International exchanges : SNGs lead with a soft approach -- 4. International 
cooperation : a strategic edge -- 5. Economic diplomacy -- 6. Hard diplomacy : SNGs and national 
security.

The US-Japan Alliance

Japan's use of Soft power in its international politics is as yet understudied. Soft power presents as 
many challenges as promises. This book explores the way Japan uses soft power in its relationship 
with the US, its Asian neighbours and Europe and aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of the 
role of soft power in international relations. Hard power, on the other hand, is more tangible and has 
received far greater scholarly scrutiny than soft power. However, as this collection makes clear, hard 
power has its limitations and counterproductive consequences as an instrument of policy. This book 
makes it clear that hard power alone will not provide Japan with the peace and security it desires. A 
smart balancing or mixture of hard and soft power is required. Is Japan up to this challenge? While 
this book cannot give a definitive answer to this question, the excellent line-up of contributors present 
their best analyses of the effectiveness of Japan's current attempt at balancing the two components 
of national power in meeting its bilateral and multilateral security challenges. The US-Japan Alliance 
is suitable for upper undergraduates, postgraduates and academics in International Politics, Political 
Science, Security studies and Japanese studies. Winner of The Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Special 
Prize, 2011.

Japan's Border Issues

Japan was sometimes described as a country of "peace" during the Cold War period, in contrast to 
the continental border conflicts taking place at the time, such as the China-Soviet rivalry. However, 
as the maritime frontier was "rediscovered" and defined by the regional powers and legal refinements 
of the 1970s, the process of states seeking a secure maritime zone has accelerated and maritime 
rivalries have become as intense as inland rivalries. This book examines the territorial disputes souring 
relations between Japan and its three neighbours: Russia, South Korea and China. It combines an 
empirical study with theoretical advancements in comparative research to understand the Cold War and 
post-Cold War border issues related to Japan, particularly the Northern Territories/South Kurils dispute 
with Russia; Takeshima/Dokto with Korea; and Senkaku/Diaoyu with China and Taiwan. Based on the 
history of negotiations with the Soviet Union and Russia over the course of fifty years, the study offers 
a series of practical suggestions to enable these disputes to be separated from arguments over their 
history and resolved on the basis of the principle of mutual advantage for those affected by them. This 
book provides not only the key to resolving these three disputes affecting East Asia, but the framework 
in which to seek the resolution of other territorial issues worldwide. Explaining the history and possible 
outcomes of Japan’s territorial disputes with Russia, South Korea and China whilst providing concrete 



steps for resolving entrenched territorial disputes, this book will be of great interest to students and 
scholars of International Relations, Japanese Politics and International Law.

Soft Power in Japan-China Relations

Soft power has tended to be overlooked in the field of international relations, often dismissed as 
lacking relevance or robustness as a theoretical concept. This book seeks to expand upon the idea 
of ‘soft power’ in international relations and to investigate how it actually functions by looking at three 
case studies in Japan-China relations during the post-war period. These cases involve the action of 
Japan’s soft power in China due to the activities of agents at three levels in society: the state level 
(an agency of the central government), the sub-state level (a local government), and at the non-state 
level (a non-governmental organisation). In addition, a major theme of the book is to examine the 
role of important international actors whose roles are not covered sufficiently in international relations 
discourse. Utpal Vyas demonstrates ways in which soft power is a useful analytical tool to understand 
relations between China and Japan in the early 2000s. The case studies help to reveal the complexities 
of interaction between China and Japan beyond the usual state-level analyses and offer a valuable 
resource for the study of Sino-Japanese relations and IR in general. This book will be of interest 
to academics and postgraduate students in Japanese studies, Chinese studies and International 
Relations.

Historical Dictionary of Japanese Foreign Policy

The Historical Dictionary of Japanese Foreign Policyincludes a chronology, an introduction,, appendix-
es, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 400 cross-referenced entries on 
important personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture.

Japanese-Soviet/Russian Relations Since 1945

In this volume Kimie Hara reviews the dispute over the Northern Territories between Japan and 
the Soviet Union/Russia, and the problems of political rapproachement in terms of foreign policy 
decision-making between them.

Japan’s World Power

Since the end of the 1960s, Japan’s power in the world has largely been linked to its economic 
successes, while it has pursued a decidedly pacifist post-war foreign policy. Recently, however, there 
has been talk of Constitutional reform, especially since the new security legislation of 2016. Coupled 
with the conservative tilt of the two Houses, there is evidence to suggest that Japan’s approach to 
exercising its power could be changing. Japan’s World Power therefore seeks to examine the nature of 
Japan’s power today, showing how the country’s influence on the global stage appears to be shifting 
from economic and financial, to more political and military. Featuring a team of Japanese international 
relations experts, each chapter analyses the different facets of Japanese power, evaluating both its 
current status and the challenges which lie ahead. Ultimately, however, this book demonstrates that 
despite recent developments and changes, the way in which Japan exercises its power remains 
decidedly different from other major powers as it continues to be guided by its pacifist identity. Providing 
a multi-faceted assessment of Japan’s power, as well as its weaknesses, this book will be useful to 
students and scholars of Japanese Politics, Asian Foreign Policy and Asian Politics in general.

EU-Japan Security Cooperation

This book assesses EU-Japan security relations, examining how they have developed in individual 
security sectors and how they could be affected by international developments. The conclusions of 
the Economic Partnership Agreement and the Strategic Partnership Agreement in 2017 demonstrate 
the steady growth in EU-Japan political relations. Since the 1990s, dialogues between the EU and 
Japan have benefitted from extensive trade and investment ties and shared liberal values. Based on 
collaborative research by European and Japanese scholars, this book provides an in-depth, systematic 
and comparative analysis of the extent to which the EU and Japan have achieved concrete actions 
in the pursuance of security cooperation across a range of key areas such as nuclear proliferation, 
regional security, international terrorism, and energy and climate security. Further, it seeks to explain 
why some security sectors (such as economic and cybersecurity) have resulted in more extensive 
EU-Japan cooperation, while others lag behind (such as military and regional security). Common 



declarations and actions of shared interest and concerns have often led to only modest levels of security 
collaboration, and the book highlights factors that may be seen as intervening between intention and 
action, such as the role of external actors, for instance China and the US, and the constraints of internal 
EU and domestic Japanese politics. This book will be of much interest to students of European security, 
Japanese politics, diplomacy studies and international relations.

Rethinking Japan's Identity and International Role

This paper presents a study of Japan's international role with a special focus on its historical evolution. 
To that end, the following three pillars lay the necessary theoretical foundations: one, the notions of 
historical and political identity and a discussion of the ambivalent shapes they have taken in Japan; 
two, the regional context, an examination of Japan's situation with respect to Asian history as a whole, 
and finally, the "civilian power" concept as defined by Hanns W. Maull.

Japan's Security Relations with China Since 1989

1. Japanese-Chinese relations under Cold War conditions -- 2. The rise of traditional and non-traditional 
security concerns -- 3. Between power balancing and enmeshment policies -- 4. The dynamics of 
engagement.

Routledge Handbook of Japanese Foreign Policy

From a nuclear North Korea and territorial disputes in the East China Sea, to global climate change 
and Asia-Pacific free trade agreements, Japan is at the center of some of the most challenging issues 
that the world faces today. Taking an interdisciplinary approach, comprising contributions from the 
fields of politics, sociology, history, and gender studies, this handbook creates a comprehensive and 
innovative overview of the field, investigating the widening variety of interests, sometimes competing, 
that constitute Japanese foreign policy. Organized topically, it is divided into sections, including: • 
Japan’s evolving foreign policy landscape • Global environmental and sustainable development • 
International and national security • International political economy • International norms and civil 
society. Providing an evaluation of the key actors, institutions, and networks influencing Japanese 
foreign policy, the Routledge Handbook of Japanese Foreign Policy is an essential resource for students 
and scholars of Japanese and Asian Politics, International Relations, and Foreign Policy.

Japan's Evolving Security Policy

Japan has been expanding its military roles in the post-Cold War period. This book analyses the shift 
in Japan’s security policy by examining the collective ideas of political parties and the effect of an 
international norm. Starting with the analysis of the collective ideas held by political parties, this book 
delves into factors overlooked in existing literature, including the effects of domestic and international 
norms, as well as how an international norm is localised when a conflicting domestic norm already 
exists. The argument held throughout is that these factors play a primary role in framing Japan's security 
policy. Overall, three security areas are studied: Japan’s arms trade ban policy, Japan’s participation in 
United Nations Peacekeeping Operations, and Japan’s enlarged military roles in international security. 
Close examination demonstrates that the weakening presence of the left since the mid-1990s and 
the localisation of an international norm encouraged Japan to broaden its military role. Providing a 
comprehensive picture of Japan’s evolving security policy, this book asserts that shifts have occurred 
in ways that do not violate the pacifist domestic norm. Japan's Evolving Security Policy will appeal to 
students and scholars of International Relations, Asian Politics, Asian Security Studies and Japanese 
Studies.

Japan, Internationalism and the UN

Japan has enormous economic power and yet is a minor player in international politics. In part this has 
been due to the partnership with US, but now with the end of cold war there is a fierce debate going on 
in Japan regarding the international political role for the nation. This book is a response to the issues 
raised and was originally published in Japanese for a Japanese audience. Ronald Dore provides a full 
analysis of Japan's post war international position and in particular its role within the UN, the use of 
armed force and constitution. Japan, Internationalism and the UN provides a unique insight into Japan's 
foreign policy and its related domestic politics. It is the product of nearly half a century of study and 
discussion with the Japanese themselves about their place in the world.

Japan and the New Silk Road



This book presents a study of Japanese involvement in post-Soviet Central Asia since the indepen-
dence of these countries in 1991, examining the reasons for progress and stagnation in this multi-lateral 
relationship. Featuring interviews with decision-makers and experts from Japan, China, Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, and the Philippines, this book argues that Japan’s impact on Central Asia and 
its connectivity has been underappreciated. It demonstrates that Japan’s infrastructural footprint in the 
New Silk Road significantly pre-dated China’s Belt and Road Initiative, and that the financial and policy 
contribution driven by Japanese officials was of a similar order of magnitude. It also goes on to show 
that Japan was the first major power outside of post-Soviet Central Asia to articulate a dedicated Silk 
Road diplomacy vis-à-vis the region before the United States and China, and the first to sponsor pivotal 
assistance. Being the first detailed analytical account of the diplomatic impact made on the New Silk 
Road by various Japanese actors beyond formal diplomacy, this book will be useful to students and 
scholars of Japanese politics, as well as Asian politics and international politics more generally.

Japan's Foreign Policy Maturation

First Published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Japan's China Policy

Japan's China Policy understands Japan's foreign policy in terms of power - one of the most central 
concepts of political analysis. It contributes a fresh understanding to the subject by developing relational 
power as an analytical framework and by applying it to significant issues in Japan's China policy: the 
negotiations for a bilateral investment protection treaty and the disputed Pinnacle (Senkaku/Diaoyu) 
Islands. Hagström demonstrates that Japan exerted power over China in such divergent empirical 
settings for the most part by using civilian instruments positively, defensively and through non-action. 
Given that Japan's foreign policy is often portrayed rather enigmatically in terms of power, the unique 
contribution of Japan's China Policy is to demonstrate how to analyze power aspects of Japan's foreign 
policy in a more coherent fashion. This revealing approach to Japan's foreign policy will be of huge 
interest to anyone studying Japanese politics, foreign policy or international relations.

Japan’s Cold War Policy and China

From 1960s to the early 1970s in East Asia, the Cold War bipolar system, centering on the US 
and USSR, shifted to a more complicated structure. After the Cuban Missile Crisis, Washington and 
Moscow accelerated the détente process, leading China to fear a "collusion" of the two superpowers. 
Publicly attacking its former ally while continuing to fight against America, China rose as a symbol of 
multipolarization in international politics during this era. Focusing on Japan’s policy toward this changing 
paradigm, Kanda examines Japanese leaders’ perceptions of the international order and how they 
reacted to this changing international environment. This book moves beyond the traditional Eurocentric 
view of the Cold War, emphasizing the significant role Japan played. The research provides insight into 
the foreign policy patterns of post-World War II Japanese diplomacy, particularly in relation to China and 
the USSR. The investigation relies on careful readings of archival records from Japan, China, Taiwan, 
the US, the UK, Australia and the UN, published diplomatic documents from France and Germany, and 
personal papers, diaries and memoirs. This volume will appeal to anyone who is interested in postwar 
Japan's politics and diplomacy, international history of East Asia, and the Cold War history in general.

Japan's Peace-Building Diplomacy in Asia

The conventional portrayal of Japan’s role in international affairs is of a passive political player 
which – despite its position as the world’s second largest economic power – punches below its 
weight on the world stage: its foreign policy driven by Washington, mercantilism and constrained by 
domestic pacifism. This book examines Japan’s emerging identity as an important participant in conflict 
prevention and peace-building in Southeast and South Asia, demonstrating that Japan has increasingly 
sought a positive and active political role commensurate with its economic pre-eminence. The book 
considers Japanese involvement in many of the region’s most serious recent conflicts: including Japan’s 
part in the brokering and maintaining of peace in Cambodia, which in 1992 saw the first dispatch 
of troops abroad by Tokyo since the end of World War II, and the attempts to bring peace to Aceh, 
Sri Lanka, East Timor and Mindanao. The Japanese example, when compared with other countries 
prominent in the fields of conflict prevention, suggests that Tokyo – given its pacifist strategic culture 
– relies on diplomacy and Official Development Assistance rather than peace enforcement through 
military means. Overall, this book provides a lucid appraisal of Japan’s overall foreign policy, as well as 



its new role in conflict prevention and peace-building - analysing the reasons behind this shift towards 
an active international role and assessing the degree of success it has enjoyed.

Japan's Economic Power and Security

Is Japan re-emerging as a normal, or even a great, military power in regional and global security affairs? 
This Adelphi Paper assesses the overall trajectory of Japan’s security policy over the last decade, and 
the impact of a changing Japanese military posture on the stability of East Asia. The paper examines 
Japan’s evolving security debate, set against the background of a shifting international environment and 
domestic policymaking system; the status of Japan’s national military capabilities and constitutional 
prohibitions; post-Cold War developments in the US Japan alliance; and Japan’s role in multilateral 
regional security dialogue, UN PKO, and US-led coalitions of the willing. It concludes that Japan is 
undoubtedly moving along the trajectory of becoming a more assertive military power, and that this 
trend has been accelerated post-9/11. Japan is unlikely, though, to channel its military power through 
greatly different frameworks than at present. Japan will opt for the enhanced, and probably inextricable, 
integration of its military capabilities into the US Japan alliance, rather than pursuing options for greater 
autonomy or multilateralism. Japan’s strengthened role as the defensive shield for the offensive sword 
of US power projection will only serve to bolster US military hegemony in East Asia and globally.

Japan's Cold War Policy and China

"From 1960s to the early 1970s in East Asia, the Cold War bipolar system, centering on the US 
and USSR, shifted to a more complicated structure. After the Cuban Missile Crisis, Washington and 
Moscow accelerated the dâetente process, leading China to fear a "collusion" of the two superpowers. 
Publicly attacking its former ally while continuing to fight against America, China rose as a symbol 
of multipolarization in international politics during this era. Focusing on Japan's policy toward this 
changing paradigm, Kanda examines Japanese leaders' perceptions of the international order and 
how they reacted to this changing international environment. This book moves beyond the traditional 
Euro-centric view of the Cold War, emphasizing the significant role Japan played. The research provides 
insight into the foreign policy patterns of post-World War Two Japanese diplomacy, particularly in 
relation to China and the USSR. The investigation relies on careful readings of archival records from 
Japan, China, Taiwan, the US, the UK, Australia and the UN, published diplomatic documents from 
France and Germany, and personal papers, diaries and memoirs. This volume will appeal to anyone 
who is interested in postwar Japan's politics and diplomacy, international history of East Asia, and the 
Cold War history in general"--

Japanese Diplomacy

Groundbreaking study demonstrating how Japan’s leaders play an important role in diplomacy. A 
political leader is most often a nation’s most high-profile foreign policy figure, its chief diplomat. But how 
do individual leadership styles, personalities, perceptions, or beliefs shape diplomacy? In Japanese 
Diplomacy, the question of what role leadership plays in diplomacy is applied to Japan, a country where 
the individual is often viewed as being at the mercy of the group and where prime ministers have been 
largely thought of as reactive and weak. In challenging earlier, simplified ideas of Japanese political 
leadership, H. D. P. Envall argues that Japan’s leaders, from early Cold War figures such as Yoshida 
Shigeru to the charismatic and innovative Koizumi Jun’ichir? to the present leadership of Abe Shinz?, 
have pursued leadership strategies of varying coherence and rationality, often independent of their 
political environment. He also finds that different Japanese leaders have shaped Japanese diplomacy in 
some important and underappreciated ways. In certain environments, individual difference has played 
a significant role in determining Japan’s diplomacy, both in terms of the country’s strategic identity 
and summit diplomacy. What emerges from Japanese Diplomacy, therefore, is a more nuanced overall 
picture of Japanese leadership in foreign affairs.

The EU–Japan Partnership in the Shadow of China

Both the European Union and Japan have been major beneficiaries and supporters of the liberal 
international order, first led by the United States since the end of World War II. During this period, 
they have emerged as global powers, however, the very order that nurtured their rise is now facing 
twin threats. First, through authoritarian China’s promotion of alternative models of global governance, 
and second from a crisis of liberalism, manifested in the policies of President Donald Trump and Brexit. 
This book explores these challenges faced by both the EU and Japan, providing a multidisciplinary 



approach to studying the relationship between the two. It analyses their cooperation in terms of security, 
defence and trade and examines how their shared normative values are ultimately implemented. Having 
recently concluded an Economic Partnership Agreement and with a Strategic Partnership Agreement 
in the pipeline, this book asks whether they can convert their latent and modest cooperation into an 
alternative form of leadership and an antidote to the illiberal tide sweeping the developed world? As the 
first book to shed light on the new Economic Partnership Agreement between the EU and Japan, this 
book will be useful to students and scholars of Japanese Studies, as well as European Union politics 
and international political economy more generally.

Japan's National Identity and Foreign Policy

In Japan's National Identity and Foreign Policy, Alexander Bukh focuses on the construction of the 
Japanese self using Russia as the other, examining the history of bilateral relations and comparisons 
between the Russian and Japanese national character.

Japan’s Reluctant Realism

In Japan's Reluctant Realism , Michael J. Green examines the adjustments of Japanese foreign policy in 
the decade since the end of the Cold War. Green presents case studies of China, the Korean peninsula, 
Russia and Central Asia, Southeast Asia, the international financial institutions, and multilateral forums 
(the United Nations, APEC, and the ARF). In each of these studies, Green considers Japanese 
objectives; the effectiveness of Japanese diplomacy in achieving those objectives; the domestic and 
exogenous pressures on policy-making; the degree of convergence or divergence with the United 
States in both strategy and implementation; and lessons for more effective US - Japan diplomatic 
cooperation in the future. As Green notes, its bilateral relationship with the United States is at the 
heart of Japan's foreign policy initiatives, and Japan therefore conducts foreign policy with one eye 
carefully on Washington. However, Green argues, it is time to recognize Japan as an independent actor 
in Northeast Asia, and to assess Japanese foreign policy in its own terms.
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