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The Economic and Administrative History of Early Indonesia

The turn of the century and the crossroads of reformasi presents a timely juncture for examining 
Indonesia's political, economic, and social history--both to evaluate current events and to chart the 
country's future course. Providing an up-to-date overview, this volume explores events, processes, 
and themes in contemporary Indonesia--including the evolution of political institutions and democracy, 
economic development and political economy, religious and social movements, political ideology, and 
the role of the armed forces. By holding a mirror to historical events, the authors add a rich dimension 
to our understanding of Indonesia and its problems, free from the exigencies of the present and the 
prejudices of the past.

Indonesia Today

Based on new datasets, this book presents an economic history of Indonesia. It analyses the causes 
of stagnation of growth during the colonial and independence period, making use of new theoretical 
insights from institutional economics and new growth theory. The book looks at the major themes of 
Indonesian history: colonial exploitation and the successes and limitations of the post 1900 welfare 
policies, the price of instability after 1945, and the economic miracle after 1967. The book not only 
discusses economic change and development – or the lack thereof – but also the institutional and 
socio-political structures that were behind these changes. It also presents a lot of new data on the 
changing welfare of the Indonesian population, on income distribution, and on the functioning of 
markets for rice, credit and labour. Concluding with a discussion on whether the poor profited from 
the economic changes, this book is a useful contribution to Southeast Asian Studies and International 
Economics.

An Economic History of Indonesia

The Austronesian-speaking population of the world are estimated to number more than 270 million 
people, living in a broad swathe around half the globe, from Madagascar to Easter Island and from 
Taiwan to New Zealand. The seventeen papers in this volume provide a general survey of these diverse 
populations focusing on their common origins and historical transformations. The papers examine 
current ideas on the linguistics, prehistory, anthropology and recorded history of the Austronesians.

The Austronesians

Indonesia is often viewed as a country with substantial natural resources which has achieved solid 
economic growth since the 1960s, but which still faces serious economic challenges. In 2010, its per 
capita GDP was only nineteen per cent of that of the Netherlands, and twenty-two per cent of that 
of Japan. In recent decades, per capita GDP has fallen behind that of neighbouring countries such 



as Malaysia and Thailand, and behind China. In this accessible but thorough new study, Anne Booth 
explains the long-term factors which have influenced Indonesian economic performance, taking into 
account the Dutch colonial legacy and the reaction to it after the transfer of power in 1949. The first 
part of the book offers a chronological study of economic development from the late nineteenth to the 
early twenty-first century, while the second part explores topics including the persistence of economic 
nationalism and the ongoing tensions between Indonesia's diverse regions.

Economic Change in Modern Indonesia

This collection of memoir-style articles is based on extended interviews with a number of eminent 
Indonesians who have played an important role in influencing the evolution of Indonesia's economy. 
"Thee Kian Wie, one of Southeast Asia's most eminent economists, has provided a great service to 
the research and policy communities with an interest in Indonesia. In this fascinating volume, we get 
'up close' to many of the most influential architects of economic policy during the Soeharto era -...

Indonesian Economic History in the Dutch Colonial Era

The World in the Year 1000 is organized in four thematic sections covering five world regions: Europe, 
the Islamic world, India, China, and Mesoamerica. All contributions in this volume are original works 
by many of today's leading scholars.

Recollections

This comprehensive history provides a fresh interpretation of Southeast Asia from 100 to 1500, 
when major social and economic developments foundational to modern societies took place on the 
mainland (Burma, Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam) and the island world (Indonesia, Malaysia, and 
the Philippines). Incorporating the latest archeological evidence and international scholarship, Kenneth 
R. Hall enlarges upon prior histories of early Southeast Asia that did not venture beyond 1400, 
extending the study of the region to the Portuguese seizure of Melaka in 1511. Written for a wide 
audience of non-specialists, the book will be essential reading for all those interested in Asian and 
world history.

The World in the Year 1000

Indonesia is now the fourth largest country in the world, but many aspects of its economic history 
remain poorly understood. This book is the first comprehensive survey of Indonesian economic history 
in the 19th and 20th centuries, examining both the Dutch colonial era, and the post-independence 
period. Extensive use is made of recent work by Dutch, Indonesian and Australian scholars to develop 
a number of key themes relating to economic growth and structural transformation of the Indonesian 
economy from the early 19th century to the present.

A History of Early Southeast Asia

A new edition of this classic study of mandala Southeast Asia. The revised book includes a substantial, 
retrospective postscript examining contemporary scholarship that has contributed to the understanding 
of Southeast Asian history since 1982.

The Indonesian Economy in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries

At the beginning of a new century and amidst the turmoil of a new democracy, we need more than 
ever a historical perspective on modern Indonesia. This economic history connects Soeharto's New 
Order (1966-1998) back to the colonial era and helps to explain why the transition from colonialism 
to independence and from New Order to democracy has been difficult and sometimes traumatic. The 
Emergence of a National Economy identifies three themes in this transformation: globalization, state 
formation, and economic integration. These themes link chronological chapters from the pre-1800 
period to the breakdown of the colonial system after 1930, the birth of modern Indonesia, the New 
Order, and the Asian crisis of the 1990s.For sale in Asia, Australia, and New Zealand by NUS Press 
(Singapore)

History, Culture, and Region in Southeast Asian Perspectives



It has been said that "a modern arrogance has blocked our access to the history of the Muslim 
calendar in Southeast Asia". Without at least the outlines of that history, we simply do not understand 
the basis of dates found in Malay sources. Also, without a history of Malay calendars we are denied 
an understanding of the context from which the Javanese Muslim calendar arose. This volume, the 
result of combining empirical evidence with a sound understanding of the structural requirements of 
calendar-making, and of the mechanisms through which these needs could be met, for the first time 
explains how these old octaval calendars actually worked. It traces the history of Muslim calendars 
in Southeast Asia, and attempts to put them into their historical and cultural context. Understanding 
the old calendars will at last throw light on a number of essential aspects of older Malay science and 
culture. An accompanying interactive CD-ROM presents the reader with a tool for converting Malay 
and Javanese dates, with access to the range of variant calendars.

Emergence of a National Economy

Ancient Southeast Asia provides readers with a much needed synthesis of the latest discoveries and 
research in the archaeology of the region, presenting the evolution of complex societies in Southeast 
Asia from the protohistoric period, beginning around 500BC, to the arrival of British and Dutch colonists 
in 1600. Well-illustrated throughout, this comprehensive account explores the factors which established 
Southeast Asia as an area of unique cultural fusion. Miksic and Goh explore how the local population 
exploited the abundant resources available, developing maritime transport routes which resulted in 
economic and cultural wealth, including some of the most elaborate art styles and monumental 
complexes ever constructed. The book’s broad geographical and temporal coverage, including a 
chapter on the natural environment, provides readers with the context needed to understand this 
staggeringly diverse region. It utilizes French, Dutch, Chinese, Malay-Indonesian and Burmese sources 
and synthesizes interdisciplinary theoretical perspectives and data from archaeology, history and art 
history. Offering key opportunities for comparative research with other centres of early socio-economic 
complexity, Ancient Southeast Asia establishes the area’s importance in world history.

Old Muslim Calendars of Southeast Asia

Theory in Archaeology tackles important questions about the diversity in archaeological theory and 
practice which face the discipline in the 1990s. What is the relationship between theory and practice? 
How does `World' archaeological theory differ from `European'? Can one be a good practitioner without 
theory? This unique book brings together contributors from many different countries and continents to 
provide the first truly global perspective on archaeological theory. They examine the nature of material 
culture studies and look at problems of ethnicity, regionalism, and nationality. They consider, too, 
another fundamental of archaeological inquiry: can our research be objective, or must `the past' always 
be a relativistic construction? Theory in Archaeology is an important book whose authors bring together 
very different perceptions of the past. Its wide scope and interest will attract an international readership 
among students and academics alike.

Ancient Southeast Asia

Southeast Asia has sometimes been portrayed as a static place. In the ninth to fourteenth centuries, 
however, the region experienced extensive trade, bitter wars, kingdoms rising and falling, ethnic groups 
on the move, the construction of impressive monuments and debate about profound religious issues. 
Readers of this volume will learn much of how people lived in Southeast Asia five hundred to one 
thousand years ago; the region today cannot be comprehended without reference to the seminal 
developments of that period.

Theory in Archaeology

This history covers mainland and island Southeast Asia from Burma to Indonesia. Volume I is from 
prehistory to c1500. Volume II discusses the area's interaction with foreign countries from c1500-c1800. 
Volume III charts the colonial regimes of 1800-1930 and Volume IV is from World War II to 1999.

Continuity and Change in Southeast Asia

This book brings something new in both dimension and detail to our understanding of Southeast Asia 
from the first to the fourteenth centuries. It puts Southeast Asia in the context of the international trade 
that stretched from Rome to China and draws upon a wide range of recent scholarship in history 



and the social sciences to redefine the role that this trade played in the evolution of the classical 
states of Southeast Asia. By examining the sources of Southeast Asia's classical era with the tools of 
modern economic history, the author shows that well-developed socioeconomic and political networks 
existed in Southeast Asia before significant foreign economic penetration took place. With the growth of 
interest in Southeast Asian commodities and the refocusing of the major East-West commercial routes 
through the region during the early centuries of the Christian era, internal conditions within Southeast 
Asia adjusted to accommodate increased external contacts. Hall takes the view that Southeast Asia's 
response to international trade was a reflection of preexisting patterns of trade and statecraft. In the 
forty years since Coede's monumental work The Indianized States of Southeast Asia was published, a 
great deal of archaeological and epigraphical work has been done and new interpretations advanced. 
By integrating new theoretical constructs, recent archaeological finds and interpretations, and his own 
informed reading and research, Kenneth R. Hall puts his historical narrative on a large canvas and 
treats areas not previously brought together for discussion along comparative lines. Like Coedes' work, 
his book will be important as a basic text for the teaching of early Southeast Asian history.

Southeast Asia in the 9th to 14th Centuries

A sequel to the first ASEAN Reader. Some of the classic readings from the original ASEAN reader 
have been incorporated into this new compilation, but the majority of the readings cover events of 
the past decade (1993-2003). During this decade ASEAN as an organization was revamped, and its 
membership increased from six to ten.

The Making of a Bureaucratic Elite

This pioneering volume traces the history of the region which became Indonesia, from early times to the 
present day, in over three hundred specially drawn full-colour maps with detailed accompanying text. In 
doing so, the Atlas brings fresh life to the fascinating and tangled history of this immense archipelago. 
Beginning with the geographical and ecological forces which have shaped the physical form of the 
archipelago, the Historical Atlas of Indonesia goes on to chart early human migration and the changing 
distribution of ethnic groups. It traces the kaleidoscopic pattern of states in early Indonesia and their 
gradual incorporation into the Netherlands Indies and eventually into the Republic of Indonesia.

The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia

This book deals with the confrontation of Buddhism and Brahmanism in India. Both depended on 
support from the royal court, but Buddhism had less to offer in return than Brahmanism. Buddhism 
developed in a manner to make up for this.

Maritime Trade and State Development in Early Southeast Asia

This highly acclaimed, 'bold and refreshing' collection of essays takes a critical look at Asians' 
perception of their natural environments as well as at Western views of Asia in this respect.

The Journal of Asian Studies

This book contains a collection of papers on various aspects of Indonesia's economic and its industrial 
development. It discusses the early independence period in the 1950s; the Soeharto era (1966-1998); 
and the ensuing two economic crises, namely the Asian Financial Crisis of 1997/98 and the Global 
Financial Crisis of 2008.

The 2nd ASEAN Reader

This book explains the dynamics behind the economic transformation from the colonial era to the 
post-independence period in Indonesia and Vietnam. It analyses the different Vietnamese and Indone-
sian government approaches to the economic legacies of colonialism remaining in these countries 
after independence. It also demonstrates that despite critical differences between the two nation-states, 
the Vietnamese and Indonesian leaderships were pursuing similar long-term goals: to create a truly 
independent national economy. The book discusses the way in which the Indonesian government 
established complete economic control, resembling the socialist transformation of North Vietnam in 
the 1950s, and the various means by which the government of South Vietnam concentrated economic 
power in its own hands during the late 1950s and early 1960s. It also explores how the Indonesian 
government was determined remove the economic legacy of Dutch colonialism by placing the entire 



economy under strong state control and ownership in accordance with the spirit of Guided Democracy 
and Guided Economy in the late 1950s and the early 1960s. This book is a point of reference for 
students, researchers and academics interested in a comparative analysis of the economic systems 
implemented by the colonial and fascist powers in Indonesia and Vietnam.

Historical Atlas of Indonesia

This is the first world history of empire, reaching from the third millennium BCE to the present. 
By combining synthetic surveys, thematic comparative essays, and numerous chapters on specific 
empires, its two volumes provide unparalleled coverage of imperialism throughout history and across 
continents, from Asia to Europe and from Africa to the Americas. Only a few decades ago empire 
was believed to be a thing of the past; now it is clear that it has been and remains one of the most 
enduring forms of political organization and power. We cannot understand the dynamics and resilience 
of empire without moving decisively beyond the study of individual cases or particular periods, such 
as the relatively short age of European colonialism. The history of empire, as these volumes amply 
demonstrate, needs to be drawn on the much broader canvas of global history. Volume Two: The History 
of Empires tracks the protean history of political domination from the very beginnings of state formation 
in the Bronze Age up to the present. Case studies deal with the full range of the historical experience of 
empire, from the realms of the Achaemenids and Asoka to the empires of Mali and Songhay, and from 
ancient Rome and China to the Mughals, American settler colonialism, and the Soviet Union. Forty-five 
chapters detailing the history of individual empires are tied together by a set of global synthesizing 
surveys that structure the world history of empire into eight chronological phases.

The Politics of Middle Class Indonesia

This work is unique, since it is the first comprehensive bibliography on Indonesian Law listing materials 
in various languages, including Russian, Japanese and Chinese. The bibliography is divided into 
various fields of law and each chapter starts with an introduction on the related field. The growing 
(economic) importance of Indonesia and the increasing trade relations with this country call for an 
instrument on how to find the law in Indonesia. This bibliography will fill this gap as it includes all material 
on Indonesian law in a non-Indonesian language which has been published since 1949.

Buddhism in the Shadow of Brahmanism

The presidency of Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono (2004-14) was a watershed in Indonesia's modern 
democratic history. Yudhoyono was not only the first Indonesian president to be directly elected, but also 
the first to be democratically re-elected. Coming to office after years of turbulent transition, he presided 
over a decade of remarkable political stability and steady economic growth. But other aspects of his rule 
have been the subject of controversy. While supporters view his presidency as a period of democratic 
consolidation and success, critics view it as a decade of stagnation and missed opportunities. This 
book is the first comprehensive attempt to evaluate both the achievements and the shortcomings of the 
Yudhoyono presidency. With contributions from leading experts on Indonesia's politics, economy and 
society, it assesses the Yudhoyono record in fields ranging from economic development and human 
rights, to foreign policy, the environment and the security sector.

The Economic Development of Southeast Asia

This volume provides a lively review of recent economic and political developments in Indonesia 
and addresses the issue of the country's "Technological Challenge" from a variety of perspectives. 
These include the policy foundations, the analytical issues, case studies, international co-operation 
and transfers, as well as particular challenges at the sectoral level and among both large and small 
enterprises. This is the first volume in English to examine these important questions facing the world's 
fourth largest country.

Asian Perceptions of Nature

There are reasons for thinking that this is at last Indonesia's moment on the world stage. Having 
successfully negotiated its difficult transition to democracy after 1998, Indonesia has held three popular 
elections with a low level of violence by the standards of southern Asia. Recetly its economic growth 
rate has been high (above 6 per cent a year) and rising, where China's has been dropping and the 
developed world has been in crisis. Indonesia's admission in 2009 to the G20 club of the world's most 



influential states seemed to confirm a status implied by its size, as the world's fourth-largest country 
by population, and the largest with a Muslim majority. Some international pundits have been declaring 
that Indonesia is the new star to watch, and that its long-awaited moment in the sun may at last have 
arrived.

Indonesian Trade and Society

A collection of the classic essays of O. W. Wolters, reflecting his radiant and meticulous lifelong study 
of premodern Southeast Asia, its literature, trade, government, and vanished cities. Included is an 
intellectual biography by the editor, which covers Wolters's professional lives as a member of the 
Malayan Civil Service and, later, as a scholar. This volume displays the extraordinary range of Oliver 
Wolters's work in early Indonesian, Vietnamese, Cambodian, and Thai history.

Indonesia's Economy Since Independence

A rich collection of lengthy and thorough articles about such a broad field as the history, art and 
archeology of South and Southeast Asia, this volume is a worthy tribute to a great scholar. Professor 
J. G. de Casparis has lectured and published widely both at the School of African and Oriental Studies 
in London and at the Departments of South and Southeast Asian Studies in Leiden. Inspired by his 
lifelong devotion to this field, his former colleagues and students, now spread over many countries in 
Asia and the West, present the selected fruits of their research as a token of friendship and admiration. 
Epigraphy is the main theme in most of the thirty articles contained in this volume, but others focus 
on the Borobudur, the Old-Javanese calendar, books and writing materials, Buddhist iconography, 
and important issues such as the nature of the ‘lasting relationship’ between South and Southeast 
Asia, particularly in pre-Islamic times. All authors share the outspoken historical and textual approach, 
so characteristic of the work of Professor de Casparis and his circle, thus giving this book its inner 
coherence and consistency. This book is not just a random collection of papers. The scope and richness 
of the contributions will not fail to appeal to new generations of scholars and students working in this 
field, and as such this book is expected to fulfill its own role in the transmission of knowledge regarding 
the great civilizations of ancient South and Southeast Asia.

Beyond Political Skin

Indonesia is the world's largest archipelagic state. In 2001 it embarked on a "big bang" decentralization 
involving a major transfer of administrative, political and financial authority to its districts, now number-
ing more than 500. Together with the rapid transition from authoritarian to democratic rule in the late 
1990s, this initiative has transformed the country's political, social and business life. While national 
government is the major area of contestation, power has shifted irreversibly away from the centre. 
How this significantly increased regional autonomy works will have a crucial bearing on the future of 
the Indonesian nation-state. This volume features contributions by over 40 writers with deep expertise 
on Indonesia. The book provides a timely, comprehensive and analytical assessment of the country's 
regional development dynamics in the post-decentralization environment. It explores historical, political 
and development patterns at the regional level; the relationship between decentralization and gover-
nance; local-level perspectives; migration, cities and connectivity; and the challenges confronting the 
peripheral regions of Aceh and Papua.

The Oxford World History of Empire

Indonesian Law 1949-1989
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