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Locke's "Essay Concerning Human Understanding,” Book I, ch's i-vii - Locke's "Essay Concerning
Human Understanding," Book I, ch's i-vii by Adam Rosenfeld 3,906 views 7 years ago 1 hour,

16 minutes - The continuation of our discussion of John Locke's "Essay Concerning Human
Understanding,,” focusing on his discussion of the ...
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discussion of book Il of John Locke's "Essay Concerning Human Understanding,," in which Locke
works out a theory of simple ...
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Why They Move When They Move They'Re Not Just like Spazzing Out All the Time like a Fox in the
Woods Isn't Just Like like Freaking Out and Just like Moving all Willy-Nilly It Moves in Very Kind

Of Predictable and Purposive Ways and in Order To Do that It Needs To Be Able To Perceive Its
Environment and Know that like those Things Are Good that those Things Are Painful those Things
Are Pleasant Plants Don't Do that So Much They Behave but a Plant Never Kind Of Looks Around
and Says and this Is Not True There's At Least One Plant That Does this and It Freaks Me Out but
Other Plants Don't Say There's Not Enough Water Here Ah

And Then Last but Not Least There's the Activity of Abstracting Yeah Abstracting or Separating One
Piece of an Idea of a Simple Idea How's that Work Abstracting Separating | Could See if | Start Out
with a Complex Idea | Might Be Able to Abstract or Separate Pieces of It Apart Could | Do this on

a Simple Idea Could | Abstract Something from It Seems like It Would Be Difficult We Ran into a
Trouble Kind of a Little Bit of Trouble like this with a Cart Where Descartes Said that the Mind-Body
Unity Is a Simple Idea and We Were like the Unity of Two Things Is a Simple Idea and Descartes
Says Oh Yeah Well | Said It Was a Unity and | Can but It's a Unity of Two Things How Simple Is that
Well if You Take It as One Thing Then

But I'LI Point this Out At Least before We Kind Of Get Going on Talking about like What Are

these Three Different Kinds of Ideas and and What's Going On with the Three Activities That Are
Responsible for Creating Complex Ideas Do You Notice a Pattern Right off the Bat or At Least like
Hints of a Pattern of a Whiff of a Pattern Is There a Connection between the Way that these Complex
Ideas Are Created the Activities That Go into Creating Them and the Kinds of Complex Ideas that
There Are Yes Yeah Substances Look like Maybe There's a Kind of a Combination into a Unity When
We'Re Talking about Substance Modes Seem like Maybe They Have To Do and these Two Are Maybe
Less Obvious because We Don't Know those of Us Who Weren't Very Careful Readers or It's Been
a Little While since You'Ve Read Maybe We Don't Remember What Exactly Substances and Modes
Are We'Ll Definitely Talk about that in the Remaining Time

And Then I'M Going To Put a Big Fat Question Mark in Multiple Question Marks All over this because
| Don't Actually Think It Works that Way That's Very Very Tempting but You'LIl Notice that Locke Never
Says like There Are Three Ways of like Creating Complex Ideas and those Three Ways Correspond
to Three Different Kinds He Doesn't Spell It Out Quite like that He Leaves that a Little Bit Vague and
the More You Start Attending to Substances and Modes and Relations the More You Start Realizing
that like Oh It Is Not That Simple as Relations Are Made by Relating Substances

But You'Ll Notice that Locke Never Says like There Are Three Ways of like Creating Complex Ideas
and those Three Ways Correspond to Three Different Kinds He Doesn't Spell It Out Quite like that
He Leaves that a Little Bit Vague and the More You Start Attending to Substances and Modes and
Relations the More You Start Realizing that like Oh It Is Not That Simple as Relations Are Made by




Relating Substances Are Made by Unifying and Modes Are Made by Abstracting but It's a Good Start
It's a Good Start to Understanding What these Things Mean When He Starts Talking about Modes
And It's Always in Such a Way Such that that Thing That You'Ve Abstracted this Is Why We Suggest
that Modes Are Created through Abstraction or Separation the Thing That Is Abstracted Can't Actually
Subsist all on Its Own So for Example Tallness Is Tallness a Thing That Can Exist All by Itself or Do
There Have To Be Tall Things Yeah Maybe You'D Have To Have Short Things and So Maybe Taller
Taller Definitely Seems like that's a Relation Right but Tall this or any Redness Does Redness EXxist
All by Itself What About Three What about the Number Three Is the Number Three a Thing All by
Itself

And It Seems that Three Is Something That | Abstract Away from Three Things and It Doesn't Really
Stand All by Itself and There Are Many Modes That Work this Way these Are Complex Ideas this

Is Tricky because I'Ve Taken One Piece out of Something That Seemed like It Had Maybe Many
Pieces | Took One Thing Away from another Idea and Now this Thing That | Took Away Is Complex
It's Complex because of the Way that It Reveals the Original Idea To Have Had Parts Right It's Also
Complex in the Sense that It Was Made It Doesn't Come to Me It's an Idea That | Make on the Basis
of those Ideas That Did Come to Me through Sensation or through Reflection through Perception
But like It's One Thing as a Collection of Three Things It Is a Collection of Three Things Yeah Okay
So One Unity Perhaps What about Beauty Is There like Beauty Itself Hanging Out Someplace in the
World Are There Are Beautiful Things Well Do You Get Beauty Directly from Site or Do You Get like
Color and Shape Located in Space and Then from that Maybe You Also Maybe Will Turn Your Eye
Inward and Recognize that like and | Experienced both Inward and Outward | Experienced some
Pleasure in this Site in this Particular Arrangement of Color and Shape Arranged

But like You'Re Not Your Existence Isn't Dependent on Other Things the Same Way That Like the
Dozens Existence Depends On like the Dozen Eggs in Order To Be a Dozen Does that Make Sense
We Can Also Look to Kind of Ed Amala G Here and See like Sub Stance or Sub It Literally Means
Standing under or Subtending or Kind Of like Sometimes Folks Will Say Subject in some Very Specific
Sort of AImost Grammatical or Logical Context To Talk about a Similar Sort of Thing Which Literally
Means To Throw under Something That's Thrown Underneath and the Thing That's Going On with
Substances and Almost like every Instance that Locke Is Talking about these Is that Substances
Seem To Be this Way That We Unify

He Says Your Memory Is What Allows You To Kind Of like Draw all of these Past Versions of Yourself
into One Thing and Say like There's the Thinker of all of My Thoughts and I'M Kind Of Coming Up
with this Complex Idea That Says like | Had this Idea and Then | Had the Bowling Party When | Was
Five Years Old and Then | Kissed a Girl and Then Like | Ate a Turkey Sandwich and Then | Became
a Vegetarian like all of these Things Happen to the Same Person by Virtue of Which Like | Can String
Them All Together with Memory
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hour, 15 minutes - The beginning of our conversation on John Locke's "Essay Concerning Human
Understanding,." Here we focus on Book | of this ...
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