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PREHISTORY

The Grail knight Gurnemanz is at the forest lake not far from the castle.

The squires ask who the mysterious woman is. Gurman answers that she is a cursed woman who is
expiating a debt. Hall-dead, she was found in the forest at the time when the terrible thing happened
to Amfortas.

He tells the squires the story of Amforta's wound, which has tormented him for years and has not
closed since. The spear lies unreachable at Klingsor.

In prayer, a voice had appeared to Amfortas, prophesying that only a pure fool, knowing through pity,
could succeed in recovering the spear.

Now a man appears with a dead swan in his hand, which he had shot from the sky with his bow.
Gurnemang admonishes him that hunting is forbidden here.

Gurnemanz then invites the young man to the castle in the hope of meeting the fool who will one day
bring back Klingsor's spear

In the hall of Montsalvat, Parsifal witness the communion ritual to which Gurnemanz invites him in
order to win Parsifal over for their cause. Solemnly the knights march up. Finally, Amfortas is carried
in.

The bowl is ceremoniously unveiled. A ray of light penetrates from above and the bow shines in a
brilliant purple color. Amfortas blesses the bread and wine.

The knights take communion. Amfortas then leaves the hall followed by the knights. Gurnemanz and




Pandfal remain behind.

In Klingsor's magic castle.

Parsifal approaches the castle on his way from Montsalvat and Klingsor orders Kundry to seduce him,
as she once did with Amfortas.

Kundry enters this scene in transformed form as a young woman. She calls him Parsifal and thus
reveals his true name.

Kundry sees the hopelessness of her action and calls Klingsor for help. He appears with the spear
and hurls it at Parsifal's head.

The castle sinks and the garden in withered to a wasteland. Parsifal looks at Kundry, who has
collapsed, and calls out to her that she knows where to find him.

In the area of Montsalvat, it is spring

Gurnemanz hears a groan. He discovers Kundry lying half frozen on the ground. She is dressed in
her penitential robe; when Gurnemanz wakes her up, she seems transformed.

Parsifal, for his part, tells him of his years-long, rocky Journey in search of Montsalvat, Exhausted,
Parsifal collapses.

He then anoints Parsifal's head and welcomes him as Amfortas' successor.

Parsifal, for his part, turns to Kundry and performs the baptism to release her from her torment and
Sult.

Now the three proceed to the castle. Parsifal carries the spear solemnly before him.

In the great hall the aged Amfortas is before the shrine. Painfully he feels the guilt of his father's death
because he never revealed the Grail. The knights implore him to reveal the life-giving Grail.

Parsifal performs the ritual and the Grail glows again.
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