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Explore the complex question of why intelligent individuals continue to hold religious beliefs in the
modern era. This examines the interplay of faith, reason, and personal experience, providing insights
into the motivations and justifications that underpin beliefin God, even among the most rational thinkers.
We delve into the philosophical, psychological, and sociological factors contributing to this enduring
phenomenon.
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The God Conclusion

It is an all too familiar path. A young person leaves home for college. He still believes in God and
likely believes in the particular faith of his family. Then the deconversion begins. By the time he earns
an undergraduate degree not only has he discarded the faith of his family, he has abandoned belief
in God altogether. In fact, he looks back at his family and those who continue to believe in wonder.
How can they still believe?It is a fact that the more education a person receives the more likely she

is to become an atheist. A recent study also found that average intelligence is an excellent predictor
of rates of atheism. That is, the higher the intelligence, the higher the rate of non-belief.It is natural

to assume that intelligence and education give us a firmer grip on truth. Doesn't it make sense then
that the individual who replaces faith with skepticism and disbelief is headed in the right direction?
Shouldn't we conclude that this person is drawing closer to truth?Absolutely not'Having abandoned
faith himself by the end of graduate school, author IW Brown then spent years examining the very best
arguments for and against God's existence. In The God Conclusion: Why Smart People Still Believe,
Brown makes a powerful case that the most educated and intellectual among us are often the furthest
from the truth about God. They most certainly don't enjoy any advantage over the less educated when
striving to understand existence and the transcendent. Vocal advocates of atheism regularly boast
that the brainiest among us are non-believers. Contrary to what they would suggest, however, there
is no reason to defer to the experts in science, philosophy, or academia when it comes to the God
Question.The God Conclusion dispels the notion that intelligence and learning should lead to disbelief.
It describes how and why rational, well-informed people still have reason to believe in God. If you or
someone you know struggles to maintain faith in God in the face of the wisdom of the world, The God
Conclusion is for you!
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In this groundbreaking volume, J. Anderson Thomson, Jr., MD, with Clare Aukofer, offers a succinct
yet comprehensive study of how and why the human mind generates religious belief. Dr. Thomson,

a highly respected practicing psychiatrist with credentials in forensic psychiatry and evolutionary
psychology, methodically investigates the components and causes of religious belief in the same
way any scientist would investigate the movement of astronomical bodies or the evolution of life over
time—that is, as a purely natural phenomenon. Providing compelling evidence from psychology, the
cognitive neurosciences, and related fields, he, with Ms. Aukofer, presents an easily accessible and
exceptionally convincing case that god(s) were created by man—not vice versa. With this slim volume,
Dr. Thomson establishes himself as a must-read thinker and leading voice on the primacy of reason
and science over superstition and religion.

Why | Believed

Part auto-biography and part exposé of Ken Daniels' experience and long time belief in Christianity and
the questions and answers he's had to ask about with regard to the validity of Christian theories.

Why People Believe Weird Things

A survey of a range of irrationalisms, with explanations of their empirical and logical flaws, this book
describes the differences between science and pseudo-science, and goes on to describe and critique
popular contemporary irrationalisms. Why do smart people believe weird things?Why do so many
people believe in mind reading, past-life regression therapy, extra-terrestrial abduction and ghosts?
What is behind the rise of 'scientific creationism' and Holocaust denial? In an age of supposed scientific
enlightenment why do we appear more impressionable than ever?Scientific historian, and director

of the Skeptics Society, Michael Shermer debunks these extraordinary claims in a no-holds-barred
assault on the popular superstitions and confused prejudices of our time. Exploring the very human
reasons behind otherworldly phenomena, conspiracy theories and cults Shermer explains why are
they are so appealing to so many."Skepticism is the agent of reason against organized irrationalism
-and is therefore one of the keys to human social and civic decency."Stephen Jay Gould, from his
forewordShermer reveals the darker side of wishful thinking, through the recovered memory movement,
satanic rituals and other modern witch hunts, and ideologies of racial superiority. Confronting those
who take advantage of the gullibility of other people to advance their own, self-serving agendas Why
People Believe Weird Things is compelling and often disturbing. It is a perceptive portrait of the human
capacity for self-delusion and a celebration of the scientific spirit.

Why Atheism?

Written by a defender of reason and personal liberty, this book reviews the historical roots of nonbelief
and defends reason as the most reliable method humans have for establishing truth and conducting
one's life.

Why Smart People Hurt

Make the most of your creative and intellectual gifts by overcoming the unique challenges they bring
with this guide by the author of Natural Psychology. Many smart and creative people experience unique
challenges as a result of their valuable gifts. These can range from anxiety and over-thinking to mania,
depression, and despair. In Why Smart People Hurt, creativity coach Dr. Eric Maisel pinpoints these
often-devastating challenges and offers solutions based on the groundbreaking principles and practices
of natural psychology. Are you still searching for meaning after all these years? Many smart people
struggle with reaching for or maintaining success because, after all of the work they put into attaining
it, it still seems meaningless. In Why Smart people Hurt, Dr. Maisel will teach you how to stop searching
for meaning and create it for yourself. In Why Smart People Hurt, you will find: - Evidence that you are
not alone in your struggles - Strategies for coping with a brain that goes into overdrive at the drop of a
hat - Questions that will help you create your own personal roadmap to a calm and meaningful life

Can a Smart Person Believe in God?

As Christians, we are often urged to turn away from scientific discovery and rely solely on the Bible as
the source of our faith. On the other hand, many people in areas such as science, law, and education
insist that Christian faith is lowbrow or unintelligent. But is it possible to reconcile science with what
you believe about God? As someone who has grappled with the issues of science and faith in the



public eye for more than a decade as a television journalist, Dr. Michael Guillen believes it is possible.
In fact, by embracing the discoveries of science we can see God, the universe, and humanity in full,
multidimensional glory. Fortunately, you don't have to be a genius to enjoy this book. The bite-sized
chapters are full of fascinating scientific tidbits in an easy-to-understand format. Captivating stories of
the author's childhood in the Mexican barrio of East L.A. and his work in television and research are
woven throughout. There is even an entertaining SQ (Spiritual Quotient) test for readers to take.

Personal Development for Smart People

Despite promises of "fast and easy" results from slick marketers, real personal growth is neither fast nor
easy. The truth is that hard work, courage, and self-discipline are required to achieve meaningful results
- results that are not attained by those who cling to the fantasy of achievement without effort. Personal
Development for Smart People reveals the unvarnished truth about what it takes to consciously grow
as a human being. As you read, you'll learn the seven universal principles behind all successful growth
efforts (truth, love, power, oneness, authority, courage, and intelligence); as well as practical, insightful
methods for improving your health, relationships, career, finances, and more. You'll see how to become
the conscious creator of your life instead of feeling hopelessly adrift, enjoy a fulfilling career that honors
your unigue self-expression, attract empowering relationships with loving, compatible partners, wake
up early feeling motivated, energized, and enthusiastic, achieve inspiring goals with disciplined daily
habits and much more! With its refreshingly honest yet highly motivating style, this fascinating book
will help you courageously explore, creatively express, and consciously embrace your extraordinary
human journey.

The Language of God

Dr Francis S. Collins, head of the Human Genome Project, is one of the world's leading scientists,
working at the cutting edge of the study of DNA, the code of life. Yet he is also a man of unshakable
faith in God. How does he reconcile the seemingly unreconcilable? In THE LANGUAGE OF GOD he
explains his own journey from atheism to faith, and then takes the reader on a stunning tour of modern
science to show that physics, chemistry and biology -- indeed, reason itself -- are not incompatible with
belief. His book is essential reading for anyone who wonders about the deepest questions of all: why
are we here? How did we get here? And what does life mean?

Verity

Whose truth is the lie? Stay up all night reading the sensational psychological thriller that has readers
obsessed, from the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Too Late and It Ends With Us. #1 New York
Times Bestseller - USA Today Bestseller - Globe and Mail Bestseller - Publishers Weekly Bestseller
Lowen Ashleigh is a struggling writer on the brink of financial ruin when she accepts the job offer

of a lifetime. Jeremy Crawford, husband of bestselling author Verity Crawford, has hired Lowen to
complete the remaining books in a successful series his injured wife is unable to finish. Lowen arrives
at the Crawford home, ready to sort through years of Verity’s notes and outlines, hoping to find enough
material to get her started. What Lowen doesn’t expect to uncover in the chaotic office is an unfinished
autobiography Verity never intended for anyone to read. Page after page of bone-chilling admissions,
including Verity's recollection of the night her family was forever altered. Lowen decides to keep the
manuscript hidden from Jeremy, knowing its contents could devastate the already grieving father. But
as Lowen’s feelings for Jeremy begin to intensify, she recognizes all the ways she could benefit if he
were to read his wife’s words. After all, no matter how devoted Jeremy is to his injured wife, a truth this
horrifying would make it impossible for him to continue loving her.

Everybody Is Wrong About God

A call to action to address people's psychological and social motives for a belief in God, rather than
debate the existence of God With every argument for theism long since discredited, the result is that
atheism has become little more than the noises reasonable people make in the presence of unjustified
religious beliefs. Thus, engaging in interminable debate with religious believers about the existence
of God has become exactly the wrong way for nonbelievers to try to deal with misguided—and often
dangerous—nbelief in a higher power. The key, author James Lindsay argues, is to stop that particular
conversation. He demonstrates that whenever people say they believe in "God," they are really telling
us that they have certain psychological and social needs that they do not know how to meet. Lindsay
then provides more productive avenues of discussion and action. Once nonbelievers understand this



simple point, and drop the very label of atheist, will they be able to change the way we all think about,
talk about, and act upon the troublesome notion called "God."

Society Without God

Are lawyers, by their very nature, agents of the state, of capital, of institutions of power? Or are there
ways in which they can work constructively or transformatively for the disempowered, the working class,
the underprivileged? Lawyers in a Postmodern World explores how lawyers actively create the forms of
power which they and others deploy. Through engaging case studies, the book examines how lawyers
work within and for powerful institutions and provides suggestions--both general and practical--for ways
in which the practice of law can be made to work with and for the powerless. Individuals chapters
address such subjects as the contradictions of radical law practice; legal work in South Africa; the
economics and politics of negotiating justice; feminist legal scholarship and women's gendered lives;
the overlapping worlds of law, business, and politics; theories of legal practice; and how lawyers are
constitutive of gender relations. Contributing to the book are Maureen Cain (University of West Indies),
Yves Dezalay (Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, France), Martha Fineman (Columbia
University), Sue Lees (University of North London), Doreen McBarnet (Wolfson College, Oxford), Frank
Munger (SUNY, Buffalo), Wilfried Scharf (University of Cape Town), Stuart Scheingold (University of
Washington), David Sugarman (Lancaster University), and Sally Wheeler (University of Nottingham).

The Secret of Our Success

How our collective intelligence has helped us to evolve and prosper Humans are a puzzling species.
On the one hand, we struggle to survive on our own in the wild, often failing to overcome even basic
challenges, like obtaining food, building shelters, or avoiding predators. On the other hand, human
groups have produced ingenious technologies, sophisticated languages, and complex institutions that
have permitted us to successfully expand into a vast range of diverse environments. What has enabled
us to dominate the globe, more than any other species, while remaining virtually helpless as lone
individuals? This book shows that the secret of our success lies not in our innate intelligence, but

in our collective brains—on the ability of human groups to socially interconnect and learn from one
another over generations. Drawing insights from lost European explorers, clever chimpanzees, mobile
hunter-gatherers, neuroscientific findings, ancient bones, and the human genome, Joseph Henrich
demonstrates how our collective brains have propelled our species' genetic evolution and shaped

our biology. Our early capacities for learning from others produced many cultural innovations, such
as fire, cooking, water containers, plant knowledge, and projectile weapons, which in turn drove the
expansion of our brains and altered our physiology, anatomy, and psychology in crucial ways. Later on,
some collective brains generated and recombined powerful concepts, such as the lever, wheel, screw,
and writing, while also creating the institutions that continue to alter our motivations and perceptions.
Henrich shows how our genetics and biology are inextricably interwoven with cultural evolution, and how
culture-gene interactions launched our species on an extraordinary evolutionary trajectory. Tracking
clues from our ancient past to the present, The Secret of Our Success explores how the evolution of
both our cultural and social natures produce a collective intelligence that explains both our species’
immense success and the origins of human uniqueness.

Why Would Anyone Believe in God?

Because of the design of our minds. That is Justin Barrett's simple answer to the question of his title.
With rich evidence from cognitive science but without technical language, psychologist Barrett shows
that belief in God is an almost inevitable consequence of the kind of minds we have. Most of what

we believe comes from mental tools working below our conscious awareness. And what we believe
consciously is in large part driven by these unconscious beliefs. Barrett demonstrates that beliefs in
gods match up well with these automatic assumptions; beliefs in an all-knowing, all-powerful God match
up even better. Barrett goes on to explain why beliefs like religious beliefs are so widespread and why
it is very difficult for our minds to think without them. Anyone who wants a concise, clear, and scientific
explanation of why anyone would believe in God should pick up Barrett's book.

Even Dawkins Has a God

Richard Dawkins's The God Delusion is one of the most serious attacks on religion in recent times. A
number of highly capable authors have countered it. Neil's reply is different from most. He finds areas
of agreement with Dawkins over a number of his assessments of religion while exposing his erroneous



understanding of the nature of God. He shows that Dawkins's attack on God is irrelevant even though
he successfully demolishes what he imagines is the Christian ?god?. At the same time, Neil tries

to equip Christians to come to an informed intelligent position, to lose their fears of science, and to
see its wonderful strengths. He challenges the assumptions made particularly by the New Atheists in
imagining that faith is a childish approach to origins and furthermore that their own views are similar to
some religions so that they virtually have a ?god? themselves. Tackling thorny topics like the meaning
of faith, miracles, morality, and righteousness, Neil honestly appraises Christian views, tries to debunk
misconceptions about these topics, and shows that science and faith can be mutually enhancing.

Ten Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe

In this delightfully personal and practical book, respected Bible teacher Larry Osborne confronts ten
widely held beliefs that are both dumb and dangerous. People don't set out to build their faith upon
myths and spiritual urban legends. But somehow such falsehoods keep showing up in the way that
many Christians think about life and God. These goofy ideas and beliefs are assumed by millions to
be rock-solid truth... until life proves they’re not. The sad result is often a spiritual disaster: confusion,
feelings of betrayal, a distrust of Scripture, loss of faith, anger toward both the church and God. But it
doesn’t have to be so. Respected Bible teacher Larry Osborne confronts ten widely held beliefs that
are both dumb and dangerous, including: « Faith can fix anything « God brings good luck ¢ Forgiving
means forgetting « Everything happens for a reason ¢ A godly home guarantees good kids Get ready to
be shocked, relieved, and inspired in the pages of Ten Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe. Because
the truth is meant to set us free—not hurt us.

Culture and the Death of God

Offers new observations on the persistence of God in modern times, and considers how the war on
terror and a post-9/11 society has impacted atheism.

What Got You Here Won't Get You There

Your hard work is paying off. You are doing well in your field. But there is something standing between
you and the next level of achievement. That something may just be one of your own annoying habits.
Perhaps one small flaw - a behaviour you barely even recognise - is the only thing that's keeping you
from where you want to be. It may be that the very characteristic that you believe got you where you are
- like the drive to win at all costs - is what's holding you back. As this book explains, people often do well
in spite of certain habits rather than because of them - and need a "to stop" list rather than one listing
what "to do". Marshall Goldsmith's expertise is in helping global leaders overcome their unconscious
annoying habits and become more successful. His one-on-one coaching comes with a six-figure price
tag - but in this book you get his great advice for much less. Recently named as one of the world's
five most-respected executive coaches by Forbes, he has worked with over 100 major CEOs and their
management teams at the world's top businesses. His clients include corporations such as Goldman
Sachs, Glaxo SmithKline, Johnson and Johnson and GE.

The Case for Christ

The book consists primarily of interviews between Strobel (a former legal editor at the Chicago Tribune)
and biblical scholars such as Bruce Metzger. Each interview is based on a simple question, concerning
historical evidence (for example, "Can the Biographies of Jesus Be Trusted?"), scientific evidence,
("Does Archaeology Confirm or Contradict Jesus' Biographies?"), and "psychiatric evidence" ("Was
Jesus Crazy When He Claimed to Be the Son of God?"). Together, these interviews compose a case
brief defending Jesus' divinity, and urging readers to reach a verdict of their own.

Pharaohs and Kings

An archeological interpretation of the Old Testament sheds new light on the historical reality of
such biblical personages as Moses, Solomon, Joshua, and David, and compares biblical events with
archeological evidence.

Think Like a Monk

Jay Shetty, social media superstar and host of the #1 podcast On Purpose, distills the timeless wisdom
he learned as a monk into practical steps anyone can take every day to live a less anxious, more



meaningful life. When you think like a monk, you’ll understand: -How to overcome negativity -How to
stop overthinking -Why comparison kills love -How to use your fear -Why you can'’t find happiness

by looking for it -How to learn from everyone you meet -Why you are not your thoughts -How to find
your purpose -Why kindness is crucial to success -And much more... Shetty grew up in a family where
you could become one of three things—a doctor, a lawyer, or a failure. His family was convinced he
had chosen option three: instead of attending his college graduation ceremony, he headed to India to
become a monk, to meditate every day for four to eight hours, and devote his life to helping others. After
three years, one of his teachers told him that he would have more impact on the world if he left the
monk’s path to share his experience and wisdom with others. Heavily in debt, and with no recognizable
skills on his re sume , he moved back home in north London with his parents. Shetty reconnected with
old school friends—many working for some of the world’s largest corporations—who were experiencing
tremendous stress, pressure, and unhappiness, and they invited Shetty to coach them on well-being,
purpose, and mindfulness. Since then, Shetty has become one of the world’s most popular influencers.
In 2017, he was named in the Forbes magazine 30-under-30 for being a game-changer in the world of
media. In 2018, he had the #1 video on Facebook with over 360 million views. His social media following
totals over 38 million, he has produced over 400 viral videos which have amassed more than 8 billion
views, and his podcast, On Purpose, is consistently ranked the world’s #1 Health and Wellness podcast.
In this inspiring, empowering book, Shetty draws on his time as a monk to show us how we can clear
the roadblocks to our potential and power. Combining ancient wisdom and his own rich experiences
in the ashram, Think Like a Monk reveals how to overcome negative thoughts and habits, and access
the calm and purpose that lie within all of us. He transforms abstract lessons into advice and exercises
we can all apply to reduce stress, improve relationships, and give the gifts we find in ourselves to the
world. Shetty proves that everyone can—and should—think like a monk.

Good Without God

An inspiring and provocative exploration of an alternative to traditional religion Questions about the
role of God and religion in today's world have never been more relevant or felt more powerfully. Many
of us are searching for a place where we can find not only facts and scientific reason but also hope
and moral courage. For some, answers are found in the divine. For others, including the New Atheists,
religion is an "enemy."” But in Good Without God, Greg Epstein presents another, more balanced and
inclusive response: Humanism. He highlights humanity's potential for goodness and the ways in which
Humanists lead lives of purpose and compassion. Humanism can offer the sense of community we
want and often need in good times and bad—and it teaches us that we can lead good and moral lives
without the supernatural, without higher powers . . . without God.

Uncommon Dissent

Recent years have seen the rise to prominence of ever more sophisticated philosophical and scientific
critiques of the ideas marketed under the name of Darwinism. In Uncommon Dissent, mathematician
and philosopher William A. Dembski brings together essays by leading intellectuals who find one or
more aspects of Darwinism unpersuasive. As Dembski explains, Darwinism has gathered around itself
an aura of invincibility that is inhospitable to rational discussion—to say the least: “Darwinism, its
proponents assure us, has been overwhelmingly vindicated. Any resistance to it is futile and indicates
bad faith or worse.” Indeed, those who question the Darwinian synthesis are supposed, in the famous
formulation of Richard Dawkins, to be ignorant, stupid, insane, or wicked. The hostility of dogmatic
Darwinians like Dawkins has not, however, prevented the advent of a growing cadre of scholarly
critics of metaphysical Darwinism. The measured, thought-provoking essays in Uncommon Dissent
make it increasingly obvious that these critics are not the brainwashed fundamentalist buffoons that
Darwinism’s defenders suggest they are, but rather serious, skeptical, open-minded inquirers whose
challenges pose serious questions about the viability of Darwinist ideology. The intellectual power of
their contributions to Uncommon Dissent is bracing.

50 Popular Beliefs That People Think Are True

“What would it take to create a world in which fantasy is not confused for fact and public policy is based
on objective reality?" asks Neil deGrasse Tyson, science popularizer and author of Astrophysics for
People in a Hurry. "I don't know for sure. But a good place to start would be for everyone on earth

to read this book." Maybe you know someone who swears by the reliability of psychics or who is in
regular contact with angels. Or perhaps you're trying to find a nice way of dissuading someone from



wasting money on a homeopathy cure. Or you met someone at a party who insisted the Holocaust
never happened or that no one ever walked on the moon. How do you find a gently persuasive way
of steering people away from unfounded beliefs, bogus cures, conspiracy theories, and the like? This
down-to-earth, entertaining exploration of commonly held extraordinary claims will help you set the
record straight. The author, a veteran journalist, has not only surveyed a vast body of literature, but
has also interviewed leading scientists, explored "the most haunted house in America," frolicked in
the inviting waters of the Bermuda Triangle, and even talked to a "contrite Roswell alien." He is not out
simply to debunk unfounded beliefs. Wherever possible, he presents alternative scientific explanations,
which in most cases are even more fascinating than the wildest speculation. For example, stories
about UFOs and alien abductions lack good evidence, but science gives us plenty of reasons to keep
exploring outer space for evidence that life exists elsewhere in the vast universe. The proof for Bigfoot
or the Loch Ness Monster may be nonexistent, but scientists are regularly discovering new species,
some of which are truly stranger than fiction. Stressing the excitement of scientific discovery and the
legitimate mysteries and wonder inherent in reality, this book invites readers to share the joys of rational
thinking and the skeptical approach to evaluating our extraordinary world.

The 48 Laws of Power

Amoral, cunning, ruthless, and instructive, this multi-million-copy New York Times bestseller is the
definitive manual for anyone interested in gaining, observing, or defending against ultimate control —
from the author of The Laws of Human Nature. In the book that People magazine proclaimed “beguiling”
and “fascinating,” Robert Greene and Joost Elffers have distilled three thousand years of the history
of power into 48 essential laws by drawing from the philosophies of Machiavelli, Sun Tzu, and Carl
Von Clausewitz and also from the lives of figures ranging from Henry Kissinger to P.T. Barnum. Some
laws teach the need for prudence (“Law 1: Never Outshine the Master”), others teach the value of
confidence (“Law 28: Enter Action with Boldness”), and many recommend absolute self-preservation
(“Law 15: Crush Your Enemy Totally”). Every law, though, has one thing in common: an interest in total
domination. In a bold and arresting two-color package, The 48 Laws of Power is ideal whether your aim
is conquest, self-defense, or simply to understand the rules of the game.

Stealing from God

What if the core arguments for atheism reveal that God actually exists? With a rising dependence on
science and rational thought in today’s culture, religion is often dismissed as “outdated” or “illogical” and
atheism is gaining a wider audience. But award-winning author Dr. Frank Turek provides a strong case
for how atheists steal logic, reasoning, evidence and science from God in order to support their claims.
A result of careful study, Stealing from God exposes the intellectual crimes atheists are committing
by taking a closer look at: Causality—how did the universe originate? Reason—what does atheism
mean for truth? Information & Intentionality—God’s signature in creation Morality—objective morality
without God Evil—is evil a contradiction for atheism? Science—how theism makes science possible
And a powerful 4-point case for Christianity No matter your stance on religion or atheism, this book
will prove a thought-provoking and compelling read. With clear, well-researched arguments, Stealing
from God is a refreshing resource to bolster your faith, help you engage with those who disagree, and
open your eyes to the truth of religion and atheism. “An unassailable case for the truth of Christianity.”
—Eric Metaxas, New York Times bestselling author “Provides powerful and clear answers to questions
of enduring importance for every thinking person.” —Dr. John Lennox, professor of mathematics at
Oxford University “Will change the way you think about the world and equip you to defend what you
believe.” —J. Warner Wallace, author of Cold-Case Christianity

How (Not) to Be Secular

How (Not) to Be Secular is what Jamie Smith calls "your hitchhiker's guide to the present” -- it is

both a reading guide to Charles Taylor's monumental work A Secular Age and philosophical guidance
on how we might learn to live in our times. Taylor's landmark book A Secular Age (2007) provides a
monumental, incisive analysis of what it means to live in the post-Christian present -- a pluralist world
of competing beliefs and growing unbelief. Jamie Smith's book is a compact field guide to Taylor's
insightful study of the secular, making that very significant but daunting work accessible to a wide array
of readers. Even more, though, Smith's How (Not) to Be Secular is a practical philosophical guidebook,
a kind of how-to manual on how to live in our secular age. It ultimately offers us an adventure in
self-understanding and maps out a way to get our bearings in today's secular culture, no matter who



"we" are -- whether believers or skeptics, devout or doubting, self-assured or puzzled and confused.
This is a book for any thinking person to chew on.

Behave

Why do we do the things we do? Over a decade in the making, this game-changing book is Robert
Sapolsky's genre-shattering attempt to answer that question as fully as perhaps only he could, looking
at it from every angle. Sapolsky's storytelling concept is delightful but it also has a powerful intrinsic
logic: he starts by looking at the factors that bear on a person's reaction in the precise moment a
behavior occurs, and then hops back in time from there, in stages, ultimately ending up at the deep
history of our species and its genetic inheritance. And so the first category of explanation is the
neurobiological one. What goes on in a person's brain a second before the behavior happens? Then
he pulls out to a slightly larger field of vision, a little earlier in time: What sight, sound, or smell triggers
the nervous system to produce that behavior? And then, what hormones act hours to days earlier to
change how responsive that individual is to the stimuli which trigger the nervous system? By now, he
has increased our field of vision so that we are thinking about neurobiology and the sensory world of
our environment and endocrinology in trying to explain what happened. Sapolsky keeps going--next to
what features of the environment affected that person's brain, and then back to the childhood of the
individual, and then to their genetic makeup. Finally, he expands the view to encompass factors larger
than that one individual. How culture has shaped that individual's group, what ecological factors helped
shape that culture, and on and on, back to evolutionary factors thousands and even millions of years
old. The result is one of the most dazzling tours de horizon of the science of human behavior ever
attempted, a majestic synthesis that harvests cutting-edge research across a range of disciplines to
provide a subtle and nuanced perspective on why we ultimately do the things we do...for good and for
ill. Sapolsky builds on this understanding to wrestle with some of our deepest and thorniest questions
relating to tribalism and xenophobia, hierarchy and competition, morality and free will, and war and
peace. Wise, humane, often very funny, Behave is a towering achievement, powerfully humanizing,
and downright heroic in its own right.

Science and Religion: A Very Short Introduction

The debate between science and religion is never out of the news: emotions run high, fuelled by
polemical bestsellers like iThe God Delusion/i and, at the other end of the spectrum, high-profile
campaigns to teach 'Intelligent Design' in schools.Yet there is much more to the debate than the clash
of these extremes. As Thomas Dixon shows in this balanced and thought-provoking introduction, a
whole range of views, subtle arguments, and fascinating perspectives can be taken on this complex
and centuries-old subject. He explores not only thekey philosophical questions that underlie the debate,
but also highlights the social, political, and ethical contexts that have made 'science and religion' such
a fraught and interesting topic in the modern world. Along the way, he examines landmark historical
episodes such as the Galileo affair,Charles Darwin's own religious and scientific odyssey, the Scopes
'‘Monkey Trial' in Tennessee in 1925, and the Dover Area School Board case of 2005, and includes
perspectives from non-Christian religions and examples from across the physical, biological, and social
sciences.

Sometimes | Lie

New York Times AND INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER "Boldly plotted, tightly knotted--a provocative
true-or-false thriller that deepens and darkens to its ink-black finale. Marvelous." --AJ Finn, author of
The Woman in the Window My name is Amber Reynolds. There are three things you should know
about me: 1. I'm in a coma. 2. My husband doesn't love me anymore. 3. Sometimes | lie. Amber wakes
up in a hospital. She can't move. She can't speak. She can't open her eyes. She can hear everyone
around her, but they have no idea. Amber doesn't remember what happened, but she has a suspicion
her husband had something to do with it. Alternating between her paralyzed present, the week before
her accident, and a series of childhood diaries from twenty years ago, this brilliant psychological thriller
asks: Is something really a lie if you believe it's the truth?



New Proofs for the Existence of God

Responding to contemporary popular atheism, Robert J. Spitzer's New Proofs for the Existence of God
examines the considerable evidence for God and creation that has come to light from physics and
philosophy during the last forty years. --from publisher description.

Small Gods

‘Just because you can't explain it, doesn't mean it's a miracle.' In the beginning was the Word. And the
Word was: 'Hey, you!" This is the Discworld, after all, and religion is a controversial business. Everyone
has their own opinion, and indeed their own gods, of every shape and size, and all elbowing for space at
the top. In such a competitive environment, shape and size can be pretty crucial to make one's presence
felt. So it's certainly not helpful to be reduced to appearing in the form of a tortoise, a manifestation far
below god-like status in anyone's book. In such instances, you need an acolyte, and fast: for the Great
God Om, Brutha the novice is the Chosen One - or at least the only One available. He wants peace
and justice and brotherly love. He also wants the Inquisition to stop torturing him now, please...

Things Hidden Since the Foundation of the World

Things Hidden Since the Foundation of the World presents a highly original global theory of culture.
Here, in his greatest work, René Girard explores the function of violence, mimetic desire and the
mechanism of the scapegoat, in the history of society and religion. Girard's vision is a brilliant and
devastating challenge to conventional views of literature, anthropology, philosophy and psychoanalysis.

The Tyranny of Merit

ATLS, GUARDIAN AND NEW STATESMAN BOOK OF THE YEAR 2020 The new bestseller from the
acclaimed author of Justice and one of the world's most popular philosophers "Astute, insightful, and
empathetic...A crucial book for this moment" Tara Westover, author of Educated These are dangerous
times for democracy. We live in an age of winners and losers, where the odds are stacked in favour of
the already fortunate. Stalled social mobility and entrenched inequality give the lie to the promise that
"you can make it if you try". And the consequence is a brew of anger and frustration that has fuelled
populist protest, with the triumph of Brexit and election of Donald Trump. Michael J. Sandel argues that
to overcome the polarized politics of our time, we must rethink the attitudes toward success and failure
that have accompanied globalisation and rising inequality. Sandel highlights the hubris a meritocracy
generates among the winners and the harsh judgement it imposes on those left behind. He offers an
alternative way of thinking about success - more attentive to the role of luck in human affairs, more
conducive to an ethic of humility, and more hospitable to a politics of the common good.

A Little Life

Moving to New York to pursue creative ambitions, four former classmates share decades marked by
love, loss, addiction, and haunting elements from a brutal childhood.

God's Defenders

Joshi presents a highly acerbic critique of the religious point of view that dissects the arguments offered
by well-known apologists for various tenets of belief.

Return of the God Hypothesis

The New York Times bestselling author of Darwin’s Doubt presents groundbreaking scientific evidence
of the existence of God, based on breakthroughs in physics, cosmology, and biology. Beginning in the
late 19th century, many intellectuals began to insist that scientific knowledge conflicts with traditional
theistic belief—that science and belief in God are “at war.” Philosopher of science Stephen Meyer
challenges this view by examining three scientific discoveries with decidedly theistic implications.
Building on the case for the intelligent design of life that he developed in Signature in the Cell and
Darwin’s Doubt, Meyer demonstrates how discoveries in cosmology and physics coupled with those
in biology help to establish the identity of the designing intelligence behind life and the universe.
Meyer argues that theism—uwith its affirmation of a transcendent, intelligent and active creator—best
explains the evidence we have concerning biological and cosmological origins. Previously Meyer
refrained from attempting to answer questions about “who” might have designed life. Now he provides



an evidence-based answer to perhaps the ultimate mystery of the universe. In so doing, he reveals a
stunning conclusion: the data support not just the existence of an intelligent designer of some kind—but
the existence of a personal God.

The God Con

The crucifix is in! You can fool most of the people most of the time. In The God Con, Lee Moller, a
life-long atheist and skeptic, looks at organized religion through the lens of the con. Organized religion
has been selling an invisible product, that it never has to deliver, for thousands of years. It has given us
bigotry, rampant pedophilia, terrorism, and bloodshed beyond imagining. And its acolytes have, in turn,
given organized religion power over their bank accounts, their reproduction, and their very “souls”.

When the Servant Becomes the Master

Dr. Jason Powers has fully updated and revised his myth-busting compendium with contemporary neu-
roscience and state-of-the-art information. In addition to knowledge gained from his own practice, Dr.
Powers includes various forms of evidence-based, best practices addiction treatments and humanizes
the disease within a framework of research and personal experience.

God Is Not Great

In god is Not Great Hitchens turned his formidable eloquence and rhetorical energy to the most
controversial issue in the world: God and religion. The result is a devastating critique of religious

faith god Is Not Great is the ultimate case against religion. In a series of acute readings of the

major religious texts, Christopher Hitchens demonstrates the ways in which religion is man-made,
dangerously sexually repressive and distorts the very origins of the cosmos. Above all, Hitchens argues
that the concept of an omniscient God has profoundly damaged humanity, and proposes that the world
might be a great deal better off without 'him'.
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