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Delve into the comprehensive history of the Roman imperial frontier, tracing the monumental 'reach of 
Rome' across the 1st to 5th centuries AD. This captivating exploration examines the strategic challenges 
of maintaining Roman borders, the military efforts behind its expansion, and the cultural interactions 
that shaped its vast territories during its imperial zenith.
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The Reach of Rome

With its succinct analysis of the overriding issues and detailed case-studies based on the latest 
archaeological research, this social and economic study of Roman Imperial frontiers is essential 
reading. Too often the frontier has been represented as a simple linear boundary. The reality, argues 
Dr Elton, was rather a fuzzy set of interlocking zones - political, military, judicial and financial. After 
discussion of frontier theory and types of frontier, the author analyses the acquisition of an empire 
and the ways in which it was ruled. He addresses the vexed question of how to define the edges of 
provinces, and covers the relationship with allied kingdoms. Regional variation and different rates of 
change are seen as significant - as is illustrated by Civilis' revolt on the Rhine in AD 69. He uses another 
case-study - Dura-Europos - to exemplify the role of the army on the frontier, especially its relations 
with the population on both sides of the border. The central importance of trade is highlighted by special 
consideration of Palmyra.

The Reach of Rome

Provides an analysis of the American military experience and operations in the post-Cold War decade, 
1989-2001, and demonstrates that the operations were neither as diffuse nor as numerous as they 
first appeared. Instead of looking at hundreds of disparate operations ranging the globe, grouping 
common operations in specific regions significantly reduces the overall total and clarifies the focus of 
the deployments.

Frontiers of the Roman Empire

A newly updated edition of this classic, hugely influential account of how the Romans defended their 
vast empire. At the height of its power, the Roman Empire encompassed the entire Mediterranean 
basin, extending much beyond it from Britain to Mesopotamia, from the Rhine to the Black Sea. 
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Rome prospered for centuries while successfully resisting attack, fending off everything from overnight 
robbery raids to full-scale invasion attempts by entire nations on the move. How were troops able to 
defend the Empire’s vast territories from constant attacks? And how did they do so at such moderate 
cost that their treasury could pay for an immensity of highways, aqueducts, amphitheaters, city baths, 
and magnificent temples? In The Grand Strategy of the Roman Empire, seasoned defense analyst 
Edward N. Luttwak reveals how the Romans were able to combine military strength, diplomacy, and 
fortifications to effectively respond to changing threats. Rome’s secret was not ceaseless fighting, but 
comprehensive strategies that unified force, diplomacy, and an immense infrastructure of roads, forts, 
walls, and barriers. Initially relying on client states to buffer attacks, Rome moved to a permanent frontier 
defense around 117 CE. Finally, as barbarians began to penetrate the empire, Rome filed large armies 
in a strategy of “defense-in-depth,” allowing invaders to pierce Rome’s borders. This updated edition has 
been extensively revised to incorporate recent scholarship and archeological findings. A new preface 
explores Roman imperial statecraft. This illuminating book remains essential to both ancient historians 
and students of modern strategy.

Other Than War

The notion of empire has in recent years taken on a renewed importance in world politics. US foreign 
policy has in particular been associated with this concept by both critics and supporters of American 
global power. But what exactly is an empire? What distinguishes different forms of empire? Is this 
category still useful in a post-colonial world? These and other related questions are addressed in 
this historically informed conceptual introduction to the idea of empire. Alejandro Colás draws on 
interdisciplinary debates surrounding this disputed notion and offers a survey of different imperial 
experiences across time and place. Successive chapters consider the imperial organization of political 
space, the role of markets in sustaining imperial rule and the contradictory expressions of imperial 
culture. Colás argues that in each of these arenas we can establish differences among empires but also 
contrast imperial polities to other forms of political rule. In addition he suggests that the experiences and 
legacies of empire are key to an understanding of the world today, including forms of global governance 
and experiments in nation-building. Using wide-ranging examples, the book discusses some of the 
major theories of empire and imperialism in an accessible and engaging way. Above all, the text aims 
to bring the concept of empire alive to those concerned with contemporary world politics and society. It 
will be of great interest to those studying and teaching world history, international relations, comparative 
politics or global sociology.

The Grand Strategy of the Roman Empire

Reinterpretation of the Danube frontier in Late Antiquity, drawing on literary, archaeological, and 
numismatic sources.

Empire

Analysing the cultural, social, and economic consequences of the Roman occupation of North Africa 
(c.50 BC-AD 250), this book offers a fresh look at the development and purpose of the north African 
frontier-system.

Cultural Encounters on Byzantium's Northern Frontier, c. AD 500–700

Do the Romans have anything to teach us about the way that they saw the world, and the way they ran 
their empire? How did they deal with questions of frontiers and migration, so often in the news today? 
This collection of ten important essays by C. R. Whittaker, engages with debates and controversies 
about the Roman frontiers and the concept of empire. Truly global in its focus, the book examines the 
social, political and cultural implications of the Roman frontiers in Africa, India, Britain, Europe, Asia 
and the Far East, and provides a comprehensive account of their significance.

Frontier and Society in Roman North Africa

This collection of papers, arising from the Late Antique Archaeology conference series, explores war 
and warfare in Late Antiquity. Papers examine strategy and intelligence, weaponry, literary sources and 
topography, the West Roman Empire, the East Roman Empire, the Balkans, civil war and Italy.

Transforming Defense



Focusing on unusual international border shapes, this fascinating book highlights the important truth 
that all borders, even those that appear "natural," were created by people. The unique and compelling 
histories of some of the world's oddest borders provide an ideal context for accessible and enlightening 
discussions of cultural globalization, economic integration, international migration, imperialism, post-
colonialism, global terrorism, nationalism, and supranationalism. Each contributor's regional expertise 
enriches a textured account of the historical context in which these borders came into existence as 
well as their historical and ongoing influence on the people and states they bound.

Rome and Its Frontiers

On 13 August 1961 eighteen million East Germans awoke to find themselves walled in by an edifice 
which was to become synonymous with the Cold War: the Berlin Wall. Patrick Major explores how the 
border closure affected ordinary East Germans, from workers and farmers to teenagers and even party 
members, 'caught out' by Sunday the Thirteenth.

War and Warfare in Late Antiquity (2 vols.)

Everyone of us is who and where we are today because of the efforts and decisions of those who came 
before us -- our ancestors. This book traces the history of nine of my ancestral families, from their small 
farming villages in Germany, through the wrenching decision to leave cherished roots in Europe, to the 
planting of new roots in southern Indiana. The book is intended primarily for members of my family, but 
others may find some interest in a small microcosm of the American experience.

Borderlines and Borderlands

This book examines the development of Roman temple architecture from its earliest history in the 
sixth century BC to the reigns of Hadrian and the Antonines in the second century AD. John Stamper 
analyzes the temples' formal qualities, the public spaces in which they were located and, most 
importantly, the authority of precedent in their designs. He also traces Rome's temple architecture as 
it evolved over time and how it accommodated changing political and religious contexts, as well as the 
affects of new stylistic influences.

Behind the Berlin Wall

Many historical processes are dynamic. Populations grow and decline. Empires expand and collapse. 
Religions spread and wither. Natural scientists have made great strides in understanding dynamical 
processes in the physical and biological worlds using a synthetic approach that combines mathematical 
modeling with statistical analyses. Taking up the problem of territorial dynamics--why some polities at 
certain times expand and at other times contract--this book shows that a similar research program 
can advance our understanding of dynamical processes in history. Peter Turchin develops hypotheses 
from a wide range of social, political, economic, and demographic factors: geopolitics, factors affecting 
collective solidarity, dynamics of ethnic assimilation/religious conversion, and the interaction between 
population dynamics and sociopolitical stability. He then translates these into a spectrum of mathe-
matical models, investigates the dynamics predicted by the models, and contrasts model predictions 
with empirical patterns. Turchin's highly instructive empirical tests demonstrate that certain models 
predict empirical patterns with a very high degree of accuracy. For instance, one model accounts for the 
recurrent waves of state breakdown in medieval and early modern Europe. And historical data confirm 
that ethno-nationalist solidarity produces an aggressively expansive state under certain conditions 
(such as in locations where imperial frontiers coincide with religious divides). The strength of Turchin's 
results suggests that the synthetic approach he advocates can significantly improve our understanding 
of historical dynamics.

Deep Roots

All students of the frontier army as well as aficionados with a special interest in the Buffalo Soldiers 
will find this an invaluable tool. Drawing on a wide variety of periodicals, military records, and letters, 
the book covers such key topics as the legislative origin of the inclusion of black soldiers in the army.

The Architecture of Roman Temples

The Obama Presidency: Can Barack Obama Deliver the Change He Promises?



Historical Dynamics

The dissertation examines one of the most remarkable and controversial developments in the recent 
history of European integration, namely the institutionalization of a regional policy regime to manage 
the continent's frontiers. By adopting this regime (known in policy circles as 'Schengen'), European 
governments have in fact relinquished part of their sovereign authority over the politically sensitive 
issue of border control, thereby challenging what for a long time was the dominant national approach 
to policy-making in this domain. In order to account for the regime's emergence and success, a 
constructivist analytical framework centred on the notion of 'cultures of border control' is advanced. 
From this perspective, the adoption of a regional approach to govern Europe's frontiers is the result 
of the evolution of a nationalist ('Westphalian') culture-or set of background assumptions and related 
practices about borders shared by a given policy community-into a post-nationalist one ('Schengen'). 
The cultural evolutionary argument elaborated in the dissertation captures the unique political dynamics 
that have characterized border control in Europe in the last two decades and offers a more nuanced 
account of recent developments than those available in the existing European Studies literature. It can 
also shed light on current trends defining European politics beyond border control (e.g., Europe's policy 
towards its neighbours) and on other attempts to regionalize border control outside Europe (e.g., the 
proposal for a North American security perimeter).

Voices of the Buffalo Soldier

English summary: This volume discusses and compares alternative approaches of a trans-national 
historiography from comparative history to histories of Europe, post-colonial studies, and global 
history. German description: Die Internationalisierung der Geschichtswissenschaft schreitet voran. 
Zunehmend orientiert sie sich an transnationalen Fragestellungen und globalen Zusammenhangen. 
Dieser Band zieht eine Zwischenbilanz der aktuellen Entwicklung. Vom historischen Vergleich uber 
die europaische Geschichte und die Postcolonial Studies bis zu globalgeschichtlichen Perspektiven 
stellen die Autoren die wichtigsten Konzepte einer transnationalen Historiographie vor. Daneben 
werden Felder der Geschichtswissenschaft behandelt, in denen transnationale Perspektiven eine lange 
Tradition haben - wie die judische Geschichte, die Intellectual History, die Geschichte multinationaler 
Unternehmen und die Konsumgeschichte - oder vergleichende und beziehungsgeschichtliche Fragen 
in den letzten Jahren erheblich an Bedeutung gewonnen haben - wie die historische Nationalismus-
forschung, die Arbeitergeschichte, die Geschichte der Zivilgesellschaft oder die Geschichte kollektiver 
Erinnerungen. Schliesslich werden Ansatze wie die Kulturgeschichte oder die Mikrogeschichte, die 
sich gegen internationalisierende Zugriffe zu sperren scheinen, in ihrer transnationalen Dimension 
diskutiert.

Issues in Race, Ethnicity, Gender, and Class

Do the Romans have anything to teach us about the way that they saw the world, and the way they ran 
their empire? How did they deal with questions of frontiers and migration, so often in the news today? 
This collection of ten important essays by C. R. Whittaker, engages with debates and controversies 
about the Roman frontiers and the concept of empire. Truly global in its focus, the book examines the 
social, political and cultural implications of the Roman frontiers in Africa, India, Britain, Europe, Asia 
and the Far East, and provides a comprehensive account of their significance.

Cultures of Border Control

Integrating the results of scholarly work from the past decade, the authors of An Introduction to the 
Ancient World, Lukas de Blois and R.J. van der Spek, have fully-updated and revised all sixteen 
chapters of this best-selling introductory textbook. Covering the history and culture of the ancient Near 
East, Greece and Rome within the framework of a short narrative history of events, this book offers 
an easily readable, integrated overview for students of history, classics, archaeology and philosophy, 
whether at college, at undergraduate level or among the wider reading public. This revised second 
edition offers a new section on early Christianity and more specific information on the religions, 
economies, and societies of the ancient Near East. There is extended coverage of Greek, Macedonian 
and Near Eastern history of the fourth to second centuries BC and the history of the Late Roman 
Republic. The consequences of Julius Caesar’s violent death are covered in more detail, as are the 
history and society of Imperial Rome. This new edition is: comprehensive: covers 3,000 years of ancient 
history and provides the basis for a typical one-semester course lavishly illustrated: contains maps, line 
drawings and plates to support and supplement the text, with updated captions clearly and concisely 



written: two established and respected university teachers with thirty years' experience in the subject 
areas well-organized: traces the broad outline of political history but also concentrates on particular 
topics user-friendly: includes chapter menus, an extensive and expanded bibliography organized by 
subject area and three appendices, an improved introduction and the addition of an epilogue.

Transnationale Geschichte

The Roman Empire is widely admired as a model of civilisation. In this compelling new study Neil 
Faulkner argues that in fact, it was nothing more than a ruthless system of robbery and violence. War 
was used to enrich the state, the imperial ruling classes and favoured client groups. In the process 
millions of people were killed or enslaved. Within the empire the landowning elite creamed off the 
wealth of the countryside to pay taxes to the state and fund the towns and villas where they lived. The 
masses of people – slaves, serfs and poor peasants – were victims of a grand exploitation that made 
the empire possible. This system, riddled with tension and latent conflict, contained the seeds of its 
own eventual collapse.

Rome and its Frontiers

Imperial policy on the western frontier of the Roman Empire was the means by which the government 
controlled the frontier residents. This book takes a topical approach to this study of the frontier: subjects 
covered include the army, farming, commerce, manufacturing, religion and Romanization.

An Introduction to the Ancient World

The Plight of Rome in the Fifth Century AD argues that the fall of the western Roman Empire was 
rooted in a significant drop in war booty, agricultural productivity, and mineral resources. Merrony 
proposes that a dependency on the three economic components was established with the Principate, 
when a precedent was set for an unsustainable threshold on military spending. Drawing on literary and 
archaeological data, this volume establishes a correspondence between booty (in the form of slaves 
and precious metals) from foreign campaigns and public building programmes, and how this equilibrium 
was upset after the Empire reached its full expansion and began to contract in the third century. It is 
contended that this trend was exacerbated by the systematic loss of agricultural productivity (principally 
grain, but also livestock), as successive barbarian tribes were settled and wrested control from the 
imperial authorities in the fifth century. Merrony explores how Rome was weakened and divided, unable 
to pay its army, feed its people, or support the imperial bureaucracy – and how this contributed to its 
administrative collapse.

Rome

Europe Unbound provides an analysis of the enlargement of the European Union and examines from 
both a theoretical and a political approach issues such as: * Where does Europe end? * Should 
Europe's borders be open or closed? * How does the evolution of territorial politics impact on the course 
of European integration? This book draws upon such diverse fields as History, Sociology, Political 
Science and International Relations and contains contributions from an international range of respected 
academics.

Roman Imperial Frontier in the West

Drawing on a wide variety of source material from art archaeology, administrative documents, Egyptian 
papyri, laws Jewish and Christian religious texts and ancient narratives this book provides a compre-
hensive overview of Roman imperial policing practices.

The Plight of Rome in the Fifth Century AD

This book deals with an important facet of late Roman history which has not received systematic 
treatment.

Europe Unbound

Collection of papers from the Twelfth Annual Strategy Conference conducted by the U.S. Army War 
College in April 2001, "Transforming defense in an era of peace and prosperity"--Foreword.



Policing the Roman Empire

Territory is one of the central political concepts of the modern world and, indeed, functions as the 
primary way the world is divided and controlled politically. Yet territory has not received the critical 
attention afforded to other crucial concepts such as sovereignty, rights, and justice. While territory 
continues to matter politically, and territorial disputes and arrangements are studied in detail, the 
concept of territory itself is often neglected today. Where did the idea of exclusive ownership of a portion 
of the earth’s surface come from, and what kinds of complexities are hidden behind that seemingly 
straightforward definition? The Birth of Territory provides a detailed account of the emergence of 
territory within Western political thought. Looking at ancient, medieval, Renaissance, and early modern 
thought, Stuart Elden examines the evolution of the concept of territory from ancient Greece to 
the seventeenth century to determine how we arrived at our contemporary understanding. Elden 
addresses a range of historical, political, and literary texts and practices, as well as a number of key 
players—historians, poets, philosophers, theologians, and secular political theorists—and in doing so 
sheds new light on the way the world came to be ordered and how the earth’s surface is divided, 
controlled, and administered.

The Roman Imperial Army of the First and Second Centuries A.D.

In this book Duncan Campbell explores the course of the wars that ensued as successive emperors 
sought to extend the empire, from Claudius' conquest of Britannia, Domitian's campaigns on the Rhine 
and the Danube, through Trajan's Dacian Wars and Parthian War, to Marcus Aurelius' Marcomannic 
Wars, as well as the Jewish Wars. The period covered in this book ends with the consolidation of 
the Roman frontiers along the Rhine and Danube. This book provides a summary of the strengths, 
limitations and evolving character of the Roman army during the first two centuries AD, as well as 
those of the forces of Rome's enemies across the Rhine and Danube in Germany and Romania, and 
in the East, in the form of the Parthian empire of Iraq/Iran. Fully illustrated with photographs depicting 
the emperors, their armies and enemies, and the remains of Roman fortifications and public buildings, 
plus informative full-colour maps, this is the epic story of the wars waged by a succession of emperors 
during the period in which Imperial Rome reached its zenith.

Information and Frontiers

Contains primary source material.

Transforming Defense

A study of the clash between the Roman Empire and the barbarians beyond its imperial frontiers from 
the viewpoints of four of the major ethic groups on the borders of that empire.

The Birth of Territory

For four centuries Britain was an integral part of the Roman Empire, a political system stretching 
from Turkey to Portugal and from the Red Sea to the Tyne and beyond. Its involvement with Rome 
started long before the Conquest launched by the Emperor Claudius in 43 AD, and it continued to 
be a part of the Roman world for some time after the final break with Roman rule. Bringing together 
archaeological investigation and historical scholarship, Peter Salway explores some of the key issues 
arising from this period in Britain's history, discussing the question of identity at this time and analysing 
the importance of widespread literacy in Roman Britain. Covering the period from Julius Caesar's first 
forays into Britain and Claudius' subsequent conquest, as well as Britain under the later Roman Empire, 
Salway outlines the key events of this time period, providing a focus on society in Roman Britain, and 
offering a thoughtful consideration of the aftermath of Roman rule. In the new edition of this Very Short 
Introduction, Peter Salway makes a number of essential updates in light of recent research in the area. 
He looks at issues of ethnicity, 'Britishness', and post-colonialism, provides alternative theories to the 
end of the Roman period in Britain, and draws parallels between the history of Roman Britain and a 
wide range of other periods, territories, and themes, including the modern experience of empires and 
national stereotypes. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University 
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect 
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new 
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.



Rome Beyond the Imperial Frontiers

In this book Duncan Campbell explores the course of the wars that ensued as successive emperors 
sought to extend the empire, from Claudius' conquest of Britannia, Domitian's campaigns on the Rhine 
and the Danube, through Trajan's Dacian Wars and Parthian War, to Marcus Aurelius' Marcomannic 
Wars, as well as the Jewish Wars. The period covered in this book ends with the consolidation of 
the Roman frontiers along the Rhine and Danube. This book provides a summary of the strengths, 
limitations and evolving character of the Roman army during the first two centuries AD, as well as 
those of the forces of Rome's enemies across the Rhine and Danube in Germany and Romania, and 
in the East, in the form of the Parthian empire of Iraq/Iran. Fully illustrated with photographs depicting 
the emperors, their armies and enemies, and the remains of Roman fortifications and public buildings, 
plus informative full-colour maps, this is the epic story of the wars waged by a succession of emperors 
during the period in which Imperial Rome reached its zenith.

The Rise of Imperial Rome AD 14–193

The northern frontier of Britain was the most distant of the Roman Empire. This book de-
scribes the frontiers constructed by the Roman army in north Britain in the first and sec-
ond centuries AD and looks at their rationale and occupation through to the fifth century. 
Compte-rendu critique in Classics Ireland, Vol. 15, 2008, p. 81 & sq. : http://www.jstor.org/dis-
cover/10.2307/20799739?uid=3738016&uid=2129&uid=2&uid=70&uid=4&sid=21102646910177 ; & 
in Bryn Mawr Classical Review 2008.03.17 : http://bmcr.brynmawr.edu/2008/2008-03-17.html.

Global History: Antquity, 5000 b.c.e. to 400s c.e

This book considers the Roman Empire’s responses to the threats which were caused by the new 
geostrategic situation brought on by the crisis of the 3rd century AD, induced by the ‘barbarians’ who 
– often already part of Roman military structures as mercenaries and auxiliaries – became a veritable 
menace for the Empire.

Romans and Barbarians

Over some 1200 years, the Romans proved adept at learning from military disaster and this was key to 
their eventual success and hegemony. Roman Military Disasters covers the most pivotal and decisive 
defeats, from the Celtic invasion of 390 BC to Alaric's sack of Rome in AD 410. Paul Chrystal details 
the politics and strategies leading to each conflict, how and why the Romans were defeated, the tactics 
employed, the generals and the casualties. However, the unique and crucial element of the book is its 
focus on the aftermath and consequences of defeat and how the lessons learnt enabled the Romans, 
usually, to bounce back and win.

Roman Britain: A Very Short Introduction

The Rise of Imperial Rome AD 14–193
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