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Explore the insightful perspectives of Fareed Zakaria on the evolving concept of freedom in the modern 
world. This analysis delves into the challenges and opportunities shaping liberal democracies and 
individual liberties globally, offering a critical look at the political, economic, and social forces impacting 
the future of freedom.
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The Future of Freedom: Illiberal Democracy at Home and Abroad (Revised Edition)

A modern classic that uses historical analysis to shed light on the present, The Future of Freedom is, as 
the Chicago Tribune put it, "essential reading for anyone worried about the promotion and preservation 
of liberty." Hailed by the New York Times as "brave and ambitious...updated Tocqueville," it enjoyed 
extended stays on the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, and Washington Post bestseller lists and 
has been translated into eighteen languages. Prescient in laying out the distinction between democracy 
and liberty, the book now contains a new afterword on the United States's occupation of Iraq. "Intensely 
provocative and valuable," according to BusinessWeek, with an easy command of history, philosophy, 
and current affairs, The Future of Freedom calls for a restoration of the balance between liberty and 
democracy and shows how politics and government can be made effective and relevant for our time. 
This new edition includes a new afterword on America in Iraq.

The Future of Freedom: Illiberal Democracy at Home and Abroad (Revised Edition)

“A work of tremendous originality and insight. ... Makes you see the world differently.”—Washington Post 
Translated into twenty languages ?The Future of Freedom ?is a modern classic that uses historical 
analysis to shed light on the present, examining how democracy has changed our politics, economies, 
and social relations. Prescient in laying out the distinction between democracy and liberty, the book 
contains a new afterword on the United States's occupation of Iraq and a wide-ranging update of the 
book's themes.

The Future of Freedom

&Lsquo;[A] Brave And Ambitious Book . . . It Deserves A Wide Readership&Rsquo; &Mdash;The New 
York Times Book Review 
&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp;&Nbsp; 
Liberty And Democracy. The Two Go Hand In Hand In Popular Thinking. We Believe That The Answer 
To Our Problems Is Always More Democracy. More Democracy Means More Freedom. But Does It? 
At A Time When Democracy Is The One Political System Whose Legitimacy Is Unquestioned, This 
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Deeply Significant Book Points Out The Tension Between Democracy And Freedom. It Ranges Widely 
Through The Past And The Present To Remind Us That We Can Have Too Much Of A Good Thing. 
American Democracy, To Many, Is The Model For The Rest Of The World. Fareed Zakaria Points Out 
That The American Form Of Democracy Is One Of The Least Democratic In Use Today&Mdash;It Is 
More Democratic That Ever Before But Also More Dysfunctional. As He Examines The World&Rsquo;S 
Other Great Democracies Such As Those In India And Britain, He Comes Up With Equally Arresting 
Insights. For Example, He Argues That In Many Parts Of The World, The Spread Of Democracy Has 
Not Produced A Corresponding Growth In Liberty. From Russia To Venezuela To The Palestinian 
Authority, We See Instead A Strange Creature&Mdash;The Elected Autocrat. Societies, Particularly In 
The Arab World, Are Trapped Between Repressive Dictatorships And Fanatical Masses. Is There A 
Way Out? Calling For A Restoration Of The Balance Between Liberty And Democracy, Zakaria Argues 
That By Restricting Our Democracy We Enhance Our Freedom. Liberal Democracy Has To Be Made 
Effective And Relevant For Our Times And This Timely Book Challenges Us To Take A Fresh Look At 
Democracy In The Twenty-First Century. The Future Of Freedom Is A New York Times Bestseller And 
Has Been Translated Into Eighteen Languages.

The Future of Freedom

A modern classic that uses historical analysis to shed light on the present, The Future of Freedom is, as 
the Chicago Tribune put it, "essential reading for anyone worried about the promotion and preservation 
of liberty." Hailed by the New York Times as "brave and ambitious...updated Tocqueville," it enjoyed 
extended stays on the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, and Washington Post bestseller lists and 
has been translated into eighteen languages. Prescient in laying out the distinction between democracy 
and liberty, the book now contains a new afterword on the United States's occupation of Iraq. "Intensely 
provocative and valuable," according to BusinessWeek, with an easy command of history, philosophy, 
and current affairs, The Future of Freedom calls for a restoration of the balance between liberty and 
democracy and shows how politics and government can be made effective and relevant for our time.

The Future of Freedom

Democracy has reshaped politics, economics, and culture around the world. This provocative book 
asks, can you have too much of a good thing?

Democracy

This work contains essays on democracy under headings such as Illiberal Democracy, Is Democrati-
zation Working, and Democracy and its Discontents.

Future of Freedom Cl W/Ei

CNN host and best-selling author Fareed Zakaria argues for a renewed commitment to the world’s most 
valuable educational tradition. The liberal arts are under attack. The governors of Florida, Texas, and 
North Carolina have all pledged that they will not spend taxpayer money subsidizing the liberal arts, and 
they seem to have an unlikely ally in President Obama. While at a General Electric plant in early 2014, 
Obama remarked, "I promise you, folks can make a lot more, potentially, with skilled manufacturing 
or the trades than they might with an art history degree." These messages are hitting home: majors 
like English and history, once very popular and highly respected, are in steep decline. "I get it," writes 
Fareed Zakaria, recalling the atmosphere in India where he grew up, which was even more obsessed 
with getting a skills-based education. However, the CNN host and best-selling author explains why 
this widely held view is mistaken and shortsighted. Zakaria eloquently expounds on the virtues of a 
liberal arts education—how to write clearly, how to express yourself convincingly, and how to think 
analytically. He turns our leaders' vocational argument on its head. American routine manufacturing 
jobs continue to get automated or outsourced, and specific vocational knowledge is often outdated 
within a few years. Engineering is a great profession, but key value-added skills you will also need 
are creativity, lateral thinking, design, communication, storytelling, and, more than anything, the ability 
to continually learn and enjoy learning—precisely the gifts of a liberal education. Zakaria argues that 
technology is transforming education, opening up access to the best courses and classes in a vast 
variety of subjects for millions around the world. We are at the dawn of the greatest expansion of the 
idea of a liberal education in human history.

In Defense of a Liberal Education



The growth of countries such as India, China, Brazil, Russia, South Africa and Kenya is generating 
a new landscape. The tallest buildings, biggest dams, highest-grossing movies and most advanced 
mobile phones are now all being made outside Europe and the United States. Countries that previously 
lacked polotical confidence and national pride are finding them. Is this an opportunity, or a threat? 
Fareed Zakaria's acclaimed bestseller, now expanded with a new afterword and throroughly updated 
throughout, has been heralded as the most thought-provoking book yet on our uncertain times. With 
lucidity, insight and imagination, he shows how the West must transform its global strategy, moving 
from a position of hegemony to one that recognizes this seismic power shift.

The Post-American World

From the international bestselling author of The Post-American World 'An intelligent, learned and 
judicious guide for a world already in the making' The New York Times Since the end of the Cold War, the 
world has been shaken to its core three times. 11 September 2001, the financial collapse of 2008 and - 
most of all - Covid-19. Each was an asymmetric threat, set in motion by something seemingly small, and 
different from anything the world had experienced before. Lenin is supposed to have said, 'There are 
decades when nothing happens and weeks when decades happen.' This is one of those times when 
history has sped up. In this urgent and timely book, Fareed Zakaria, one of the 'top ten global thinkers 
of the last decade' (Foreign Policy), foresees the nature of a post-pandemic world: the political, social, 
technological and economic consequences that may take years to unfold. In ten surprising, hopeful 
'lessons', he writes about the acceleration of natural and biological risks, the obsolescence of the old 
political categories of right and left, the rise of 'digital life', the future of globalization and an emerging 
world order split between the United States and China. He invites us to think about how we are truly 
social animals with community embedded in our nature, and, above all, the degree to which nothing is 
written - the future is truly in our own hands. Ten Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World speaks to past, 
present and future, and will become an enduring reflection on life in the early twenty-first century.

Post-American World: Release 2.0

What turns rich nations into great powers? How do wealthy countries begin extending their influence 
abroad? These questions are vital to understanding one of the most important sources of instability in 
international politics: the emergence of a new power. In From Wealth to Power, Fareed Zakaria seeks to 
answer these questions by examining the most puzzling case of a rising power in modern history--that 
of the United States. If rich nations routinely become great powers, Zakaria asks, then how do we 
explain the strange inactivity of the United States in the late nineteenth century? By 1885, the U.S. was 
the richest country in the world. And yet, by all military, political, and diplomatic measures, it was a minor 
power. To explain this discrepancy, Zakaria considers a wide variety of cases between 1865 and 1908 
when the U.S. considered expanding its influence in such diverse places as Canada, the Dominican 
Republic, and Iceland. Consistent with the realist theory of international relations, he argues that the 
President and his administration tried to increase the country's political influence abroad when they 
saw an increase in the nation's relative economic power. But they frequently had to curtail their plans 
for expansion, he shows, because they lacked a strong central government that could harness that 
economic power for the purposes of foreign policy. America was an unusual power--a strong nation 
with a weak state. It was not until late in the century, when power shifted from states to the federal 
government and from the legislative to the executive branch, that leaders in Washington could mobilize 
the nation's resources for international influence. Zakaria's exploration of this tension between national 
power and state structure will change how we view the emergence of new powers and deepen our 
understanding of America's exceptional history.

Ten Lessons for a Post-Pandemic World

Is it time to reaffirm our liberal values? Or are we seeing the birth-pangs of a new era? Two great 
thinkers debate the question burning behind headlines across the world. ‘No civilization, no matter how 
mighty it may appear to itself, is indestructible.’ –Niall Ferguson ‘We do not need to invent the world 
anew. The international order established by the United States after World War II is in need of expansion 
and repair, but not reconception.’ –Fareed Zakaria Fears of a globalized world are rampant. Across the 
West, borders are being reasserted and old alliances tested to their limits. Could this be the end of the 
liberal order or will the major crises of the twenty-first century strengthen our resolve?

From Wealth to Power



"The country-specific chapters serve to underline the differences between African democracy and 
liberal democracy, yet some authors are at pains to emphasize that whatever their limitations, African 
democracies are an advance over what had gone before." -- African Studies Review

The End of the Liberal Order?

As the number of democracies has increased around the world, a heated debate has emerged among 
political scientists about which system best promotes the consolidation of democracy. This book 
compares the experiences of diverse countries, from Latin America to southern Africa, from Uruguay, 
Japan, and Taiwan to Israel, Afghanistan, and Iraq.

Democratization in Africa

This new edition of David Forsythe's successful textbook provides an authoritative overview of the place 
of human rights in international politics in an age of terrorism. The book focuses on four central themes: 
the resilience of human rights norms, the importance of 'soft' law, the key role of non-governmental 
organizations, and the changing nature of state sovereignty. Human rights standards are examined 
according to global, regional, and national levels of analysis with a separate chapter dedicated to 
transnational corporations. This second edition has been updated to reflect recent events, notably the 
creation of the ICC and events in Iraq and Guantanamo Bay, and new sections have been added 
on subjects such as the correlation between world conditions and the fate of universal human rights. 
Containing chapter-by-chapter guides to further reading and discussion questions, this book will be of 
interest to undergraduate and graduate students of human rights, and their teachers. David Forsythe 
received the Distinguished Scholar Award for 2007 from the Human Rights Section of the American 
Political Science Association.

Electoral Systems and Democracy

What turns rich nations into great powers? How do wealthy countries begin extending their influence 
abroad? These questions are vital to understanding one of the most important sources of instability in 
international politics: the emergence of a new power. In From Wealth to Power, Fareed Zakaria seeks to 
answer these questions by examining the most puzzling case of a rising power in modern history--that 
of the United States. If rich nations routinely become great powers, Zakaria asks, then how do we 
explain the strange inactivity of the United States in the late nineteenth century? By 1885, the U.S. was 
the richest country in the world. And yet, by all military, political, and diplomatic measures, it was a minor 
power. To explain this discrepancy, Zakaria considers a wide variety of cases between 1865 and 1908 
when the U.S. considered expanding its influence in such diverse places as Canada, the Dominican 
Republic, and Iceland. Consistent with the realist theory of international relations, he argues that the 
President and his administration tried to increase the country's political influence abroad when they 
saw an increase in the nation's relative economic power. But they frequently had to curtail their plans 
for expansion, he shows, because they lacked a strong central government that could harness that 
economic power for the purposes of foreign policy. America was an unusual power--a strong nation 
with a weak state. It was not until late in the century, when power shifted from states to the federal 
government and from the legislative to the executive branch, that leaders in Washington could mobilize 
the nation's resources for international influence. Zakaria's exploration of this tension between national 
power and state structure will change how we view the emergence of new powers and deepen our 
understanding of America's exceptional history.

Human Rights in International Relations

Over the last year, award-winning journalist and videographer Max Blumenthal has been behind 
some of the most sensational (and funniest) exposes of Republican machinations. Whether it was 
his revelation that Sarah Palin was "anointed" by a Kenyan priest famous for casting out witches, or 
his confronting Republican congressional leaders and John McCain's family at the GOP convention 
about the party's opposition to sex education (and hence, the rise in teen pregnancies like that of 
Palin's daughter), or his expose of the eccentric multimillionaire theocrat behind California's Prop 8 
anti- gay marriage initiative, Blumenthal has become one of the most important and most constantly 
cited journalists on how fringe movements are becoming the Republican Party mainstream. Republican 
Gomorrah is a bestiary of dysfunction, scandal and sordidness from the dark heart of the forces 
that now have a leash on the party. It shows how those forces are the ones that establishment 



Republicans-like John McCain-have to bow to if they have any hope of running for President. It shows 
that Sarah Palin was the logical choice of a party in the control of theocrats. But more that just 
an expose, Republican Gomorrah shows that many of the movement's leading figures have more 
in common than just the power they command within conservative ranks. Their personal lives have 
been stained by crisis and scandal: depression, mental illness, extra-marital affairs, struggles with 
homosexual urges, heavy medication, addiction to pornography, serial domestic abuse, and even 
murder. Inspired by the work of psychologists Erich Fromm, who asserted that the fear of freedom 
propels anxiety-ridden people into authoritarian settings, Blumenthal explains in a compelling narrative 
how a culture of personal crisis has defined the radical right, transforming the nature of the Republican 
Party for the next generation and setting the stage for the future of American politics.

From Wealth to Power

The international best-selling author explores the revolutions, past and present, that define the chaotic, 
polarized and unstable age in which we live. Fareed Zakaria first warned of the threat of “illiberal 
democracy” two decades ago. Now comes Age of Revolutions: Progress and Backlash from 1600 to 
the Present. A decade in the making, the book is based on deep research and conversations with 
world leaders from Emmanuel Macron to Lee Kuan Yew. In it Zakaria sets our era of populist chaos 
into the sweep of history. Age of Revolutions tells the story of progress and backlash, of the rise 
of classical liberalism and of the many periods of rage and counter-revolution that followed seismic 
change. It begins with the upstart Dutch Republic, the first modern republic and techno-superpower 
where refugees and rebels flocked for individual liberty. That haven for liberalism was almost snuffed 
out by force – until Dutch ideas leapt across the English Channel in the so-called “Glorious Revolution.” 
Not all revolutions were so glorious, however. The French Revolution shows us the dangers of radical 
change that is imposed top-down. Lasting change comes bottom-up, like the Industrial Revolution in 
Britain and the United States, which fueled the rise of the world’s modern superpowers and gave birth to 
the political divides we know today. Even as Britain and America boomed, technology unsettled society 
and caused backlash from machine-smashing Luddites and others who felt threatened by this new 
world. In the second half of the book, Zakaria details the revolutions that have convulsed our times: 
globalization in overdrive, digital transformation, the rise of identity politics, and the return of great 
power politics with a vengeful Russia and an ascendant China. Vladimir Putin and Xi Jingping see a 
world upended by liberalism – and want to turn back the clock on democracy, women’s rights, and open 
societies. Even more dangerous than aggression abroad is democratic decay at home. This populist 
and cultural backlash that has infected the West threatens the very foundations of the world that the 
Enlightenment built – and that we all take too easily for granted. The book warns us that liberalism’s 
great strength has been freeing people from arbitrary constraints—but its great weakness has been 
leaving individuals isolated, to figure out for themselves what makes for a good life. This void – the hole 
in the heart – can all too easily be filled by tribalism, populism, and identity politics. Today’s revolutions 
in technology and culture can even leave people so adrift that they turn against modernity itself.



Republican Gomorrah

Why democracies believe they can survive any crisis—and why that belief is so dangerous Why do 
democracies keep lurching from success to failure? The current financial crisis is just the latest example 
of how things continue to go wrong, just when it looked like they were going right. In this wide-ranging, 
original, and compelling book, David Runciman tells the story of modern democracy through the history 
of moments of crisis, from the First World War to the economic crash of 2008. A global history with a 
special focus on the United States, The Confidence Trap examines how democracy survived threats 
ranging from the Great Depression to the Cuban missile crisis, and from Watergate to the collapse 
of Lehman Brothers. It also looks at the confusion and uncertainty created by unexpected victories, 
from the defeat of German autocracy in 1918 to the defeat of communism in 1989. Throughout, the 
book pays close attention to the politicians and thinkers who grappled with these crises: from Woodrow 
Wilson, Nehru, and Adenauer to Fukuyama and Obama. In The Confidence Trap, David Runciman 
shows that democracies are good at recovering from emergencies but bad at avoiding them. The lesson 
democracies tend to learn from their mistakes is that they can survive them—and that no crisis is as 
bad as it seems. Breeding complacency rather than wisdom, crises lead to the dangerous belief that 
democracies can muddle through anything—a confidence trap that may lead to a crisis that is just too 
big to escape, if it hasn't already. The most serious challenges confronting democracy today are debt, 
the war on terror, the rise of China, and climate change. If democracy is to survive them, it must figure 
out a way to break the confidence trap.

Age of Revolutions

The invention of modern freedom—the equating of liberty with restraints on state power—was not the 
natural outcome of such secular Western trends as the growth of religious tolerance or the creation 
of market societies. Rather, it was propelled by an antidemocratic backlash following the Atlantic 
Revolutions. We tend to think of freedom as something that is best protected by carefully circumscribing 
the boundaries of legitimate state activity. But who came up with this understanding of freedom, and 
for what purposes? In a masterful and surprising reappraisal of more than two thousand years of 
thinking about freedom in the West, Annelien de Dijn argues that we owe our view of freedom not to 
the liberty lovers of the Age of Revolution but to the enemies of democracy. The conception of freedom 
most prevalent today—that it depends on the limitation of state power—is a deliberate and dramatic 
rupture with long-established ways of thinking about liberty. For centuries people in the West identified 
freedom not with being left alone by the state but with the ability to exercise control over the way 
in which they were governed. They had what might best be described as a democratic conception 
of liberty. Understanding the long history of freedom underscores how recently it has come to be 
identified with limited government. It also reveals something crucial about the genealogy of current 
ways of thinking about freedom. The notion that freedom is best preserved by shrinking the sphere of 
government was not invented by the revolutionaries of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries who 
created our modern democracies—it was invented by their critics and opponents. Rather than following 
in the path of the American founders, today’s “big government” antagonists more closely resemble the 
counterrevolutionaries who tried to undo their work.

The Confidence Trap

Celebrating the 75th anniversary of "Foreign Affairs\

Freedom

"If a historian were allowed but one book on the American involvement in Vietnam, this would be it." — 
Foreign Affairs When first published in 1979, four years after the end of one of the most divisive conflicts 
in the United States, The Irony of Vietnam raised eyebrows. Most students of the war argued that the 
United States had "stumbled into a quagmire in Vietnam through hubris and miscalculation," as the New 
York Times's Fox Butterfield put it. But the perspective of time and the opening of documentary sources, 
including the Pentagon Papers, had allowed Gelb and Betts to probe deep into the decisionmaking 
leading to escalation of military action in Vietnam. The failure of Vietnam could be laid at the door of 
American foreign policy, they said, but the decisions that led to the failure were made by presidents 
aware of the risks, clear about their aims, knowledgeable about the weaknesses of their allies, and 
under no illusion about the outcome. The book offers a picture of a steely resolve in government circles 



that, while useful in creating consensus, did not allow for alternative perspectives. In the years since 
its publication, The Irony of Vietnam has come to be considered the seminal work on the Vietnam War.

The American Encounter

Acclaim for the Bomb in My Garden "This one book will tell you more about Iraq's quest for weapons 
of mass destruction than all U.S. intelligence on the subject. It is a fascinating and rare glimpse 
inside Saddam Hussein's Iraq—and inside a tyrant's mind." —Fareed Zakaria, author of The Future 
of Freedom "The Bomb in My Garden is important and utterly gripping. The old cliché is true—you 
start reading, and you don't want to stop. Mahdi Obeidi's story makes clear how hard Saddam Hussein 
tried to develop a nuclear weapon, and the reasons he fell short. It is also unforgettable as a picture of 
how honorable people tried to cope with a despot's demands. I enthusiastically recommend this book." 
—James Fallows, National Correspondent, The Atlantic Monthly "One of the three or four accounts 
that anyone remotely interested in the Iraq debate will simply have to read. Apart from its insight 
into the workings of the Saddam nuclear project, it provides a haunting account of the atmosphere 
of sheer evil that permeated every crevice of Iraqi life under the old regime." —christopher hitchens, 
Slate "Mahdi Obeidi describes in jaw-dropping detail how Iraq acquired the means to produce highly 
enriched uranium, the key ingredient to building a nuclear weapon, by the eve of the first Gulf War. . 
. . [His book] offers insights into how a determined dictator, backed by sufficient resources, can come 
within reach of acquiring the world's most horrific weapons." —The Washington Post BookWorld

The Irony of Vietnam

'This is not a book about the decline of America, but rather about the rise of everyone else.' Following 
the success of his best-selling The Future of Freedom, Fareed Zakaria describes a world in which 
the United States will no longer dominate the global economy, orchestrate geopolitics, or overwhelm 
cultures. He sees the 'rise of the rest' - the growth of countries like China, India, Brazil, Russia, and 
many others - as the great story of our time, and one that will reshape the world. The tallest buildings, 
biggest dams, largest-selling movies, and most advanced cell phones are all being built outside the 
United States. This economic growth is producing political confidence, national pride, and potentially 
international problems. What does it mean to live in a truly global era? Zakaria answers these questions 
with his customary lucidity, insight, and imagination.

The Bomb in My Garden

Its not easy being a dictator these days. Since the end of the Cold War, dictatorships worldwide have 
been on the decline and those that survive have changed dramatically. This book offers insight into the 
way dictators are adapting to the demands of the modern world, and their insidious efforts to disguise 
their regimes as democracies.

The Post-American World

Political history in the industrial world has indeed ended, argues this pioneering study, but the winner 
has been social democracy - an ideology and political movement that has been as influential as it 
has been misunderstood. Berman looks at the history of social democracy from its origins in the 
late nineteenth century to today and shows how it beat out competitors such as classical liberalism, 
orthodox Marxism, and its cousins, Fascism and National Socialism by solving the central challenge 
of modern politics - reconciling the competing needs of capitalism and democracy. Bursting on to the 
scene in the interwar years, the social democratic model spread across Europe after the Second World 
War and formed the basis of the postwar settlement. This is a study of European social democracy that 
rewrites the intellectual and political history of the modern era while putting contemporary debates 
about globalization in their proper intellectual and historical context.

The Dictator's Learning Curve

Kashmir is one of the most protracted and bloody occupations in the world—and one of the most 
ignored. Under an Indian military rule that, at half a million strong, exceeds the total number of US 
forces in Iraq and Afghanistan, freedom of speech is non-existent, and human- rights abuses and 
atrocities are routinely visited on its Muslim-majority population. In the last two decades alone, over 
seventy thousand people have died. Ignored by its own corrupt politicians, abandoned by Pakistan 
and the West, which refuses to bring pressure to bear on its regional ally, India, the Kashmiri people’s 



ongoing quest for justice and self- determination continues to be brutally suppressed. Exploring the 
causes and consequences of the occupation, Kashmir: The Case for Freedom is a passionate call for 
the end of occupation, and for the right of self- determination for the Kashmiri people.

The Primacy of Politics

America's leading expert on democracy delivers the first insider's account of the U.S. occupation of 
Iraq-a sobering and critical assessment of America's effort to implant democracy In the fall of 2003, 
Stanford professor Larry Diamond received a call from Condoleezza Rice, asking if he would spend 
several months in Baghdad as an adviser to the American occupation authorities. Diamond had not 
been a supporter of the war in Iraq, but he felt that the task of building a viable democracy was a 
worthy goal now that Saddam Hussein's regime had been overthrown. He also thought he could do 
some good by putting his academic expertise to work in the real world. So in January 2004 he went 
to Iraq, and the next three months proved to be more of an education than he bargained for. Diamond 
found himself part of one of the most audacious undertakings of our time. In Squandered Victory he 
shows how the American effort to establish democracy in Iraq was hampered not only by insurgents 
and terrorists but also by a long chain of miscalculations, missed opportunities, and acts of ideological 
blindness that helped assure that the transition to independence would be neither peaceful nor entirely 
democratic. He brings us inside the Green Zone, into a world where ideals were often trumped by 
power politics and where U.S. officials routinely issued edicts that later had to be squared (at great 
cost) with Iraqi realities. His provocative and vivid account makes clear that Iraq-and by extension, the 
United States-will spend many years climbing its way out of the hole that was dug during the fourteen 
months of the American occupation.

Kashmir

"Feiler’s combination of journalism, commentary and self-discoverytells the reader volumes about 
humankind.” —Atlanta Journal-Constitution onAbraham BruceFeiler, the bestselling author of Walking 
theBible and Abraham,examines the biblical and historical underpinnings of the Muslim world'spre-
sent-day uprisings. As conflicts rock the Middle East, Feilerreturns to the region to explore how the sec-
tarian and political conflicts in Libya,Tunisia, Yemen, Egypt, Israel, and Palestine represent a collision 
betweenmodern-day political tensions, centuries of deeply ingrained religioustraditions, and deeply 
entrenched cultural divides. Joining the ranks of ThomasFriedman and Fareed Zakaria,Feiler offers a 
book of powerful, transformativeinsight, uniquely illuminating a region in turmoil whose problems have 
longbeen clouded in confusion.

Squandered Victory

Is China's rise unstoppable? Powered by the human capital of 1.3 billion citizens, the latest technologi-
cal advances, and a comparatively efficient system of state-directed capitalism, China seems poised to 
become the global superpower this century. But the Middle Kingdom also faces a series of challenges. 
From energy scarcity to environmental degradation to political unrest and growing global security 
burdens, a host of factors could derail China's global ascent. In this edition of The Munk Debates 
- Canada's premier international debate series - former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
and CNN's Fareed Zakaria square off against leading historian Niall Ferguson and world-renowned 
economist David Daokui Li to debate the biggest geopolitical issue of our time: Does the 21st century 
belong to China? Highly electrifying and thoroughly engrossing, the Munk Debate on China is the 
first formal public debate Dr. Kissinger has participated in on China's future, and includes exclusive 
interviews with Henry Kissinger and David Daokui Li.

Generation Freedom

Be it resolved, the liberal international order is over... Since the end of World War II, global affairs have 
been shaped by three broad trends: the increasing free movement of people and goods, international 
rules setting, and a broad appreciation of the mutual benefits of a more interconnected, interdependent 
world. Together these factors defined the liberal international order and sustained an era of rising 
global prosperity and declining international conflict. But is this order now being supplanted by a new 
global reality; one defined by the assertion of national borders, national interests and protectionist 
trade polices? More fundamentally, is liberal internationalism a historical aberration; the product of a 
unique set of forces that are now in retreat? Or, can it survive these challenges and remain the defining 
rules-based system of the future? The twentieth semi-annual Munk Debate, held on April 28th, 2017, 



pits prominent historian Niall Ferguson against CNN's Fareed Zakaria to debate the future of liberal 
internationalism.

Does the 21st Century Belong to China?

For nearly 40 years, Ronald Reagan's vision--small government, lower taxes, and self-reliant indi-
vidualism--has remained America's dominant political ideology. The Democratic Party has offered no 
truly convincing competing vision. Instead, American liberalism has fallen under the spell of identity 
politics.Mark Lilla argues with acerbic wit that liberals, originally driven by a sincere desire to protect the 
most vulnerable Americans, have now unwittingly invested their energies in social movements rather 
than winning elections. This abandonment of political priorities has had dire consequences. But, with 
the Republican Party led by an unpredictable demagogue and in ideological disarray, Lilla believes 
liberals now have an opportunity to turn from the divisive politics of identity, and offer positive ideas 
for a shared future. A fiercely-argued, no-nonsense book, The Once and Future Liberal is essential 
reading for our momentous times.

Is This the End of the Liberal International Order?

Must we fight terrorism with terror, match assassination with assassination, and torture with torture? 
Must we sacrifice civil liberty to protect public safety? In the age of terrorism, the temptations of 
ruthlessness can be overwhelming. But we are pulled in the other direction too by the anxiety 
that a violent response to violence makes us morally indistinguishable from our enemies. There is 
perhaps no greater political challenge today than trying to win the war against terror without losing 
our democratic souls. Michael Ignatieff confronts this challenge head-on, with the combination of 
hard-headed idealism, historical sensitivity, and political judgment that has made him one of the most 
influential voices in international affairs today. Ignatieff argues that we must not shrink from the use 
of violence--that far from undermining liberal democracy, force can be necessary for its survival. But 
its use must be measured, not a program of torture and revenge. And we must not fool ourselves that 
whatever we do in the name of freedom and democracy is good. We may need to kill to fight the greater 
evil of terrorism, but we must never pretend that doing so is anything better than a lesser evil. In making 
this case, Ignatieff traces the modern history of terrorism and counter-terrorism, from the nihilists of 
Czarist Russia and the militias of Weimar Germany to the IRA and the unprecedented menace of Al 
Qaeda, with its suicidal agents bent on mass destruction. He shows how the most potent response to 
terror has been force, decisive and direct, but--just as important--restrained. The public scrutiny and 
political ethics that motivate restraint also give democracy its strongest weapon: the moral power to 
endure when the furies of vengeance and hatred are spent. The book is based on the Gifford Lectures 
delivered at the University of Edinburgh in 2003.

The Once and Future Liberal

Throughout history authoritarian governments have outnumbered democratic ones to an overwhelming 
degree. Even today, true democracies are an exception. In this book, Somit and Peterson argue that the 
main reason for this pattern is that humans are social primates with an innate tendency for hierarchical 
and authoritarian social and political structures. Democracy requires very special 'enabling conditions' 
before it can be supported by a state, conditions that require decades to evolve. As a result, attempts 
to export democracy through nation-building to states without these enabling conditions are doomed 
to failure. The authors argue that money and energy devoted to nation-building around the globe by 
the U.S. would be better spent on problems facing the country domestically.

The Lesser Evil

This brilliant analysis of the nature of democracy draws on the hard-earned lessons of the ancient 
Greeks.

The Failure of Democratic Nation Building: Ideology Meets Evolution

The issues Reichman considers—which are the subjects of daily conversation on college and university 
campuses nationwide as well as in the media—will fascinate general readers, students, and scholars 
alike.

First Democracy



'As enjoyable as it is thought-provoking' Jared Diamond By the authors of the international bestseller 
Why Nations Fail, based on decades of research, this powerful new big-picture framework explains 
how some countries develop towards and provide liberty while others fall to despotism, anarchy 
or asphyxiating norms - and explains how liberty can thrive despite new threats. Liberty is hardly 
the 'natural' order of things; usually states have been either too weak to protect individuals or too 
strong for people to protect themselves from despotism. There is also a happy Western myth that 
where liberty exists, it's a steady state, arrived at by 'enlightenment'. But liberty emerges only when 
a delicate and incessant balance is struck between state and society - between elites and citizens. 
This struggle becomes self-reinforcing, inducing both state and society to develop a richer array of 
capacities, thus affecting the peacefulness of societies, the success of economies and how people 
experience their daily lives. Explaining this new framework through compelling stories from around 
the world, in history and from today - and through a single diagram on which the development of any 
state can be plotted - this masterpiece helps us understand the past and present, and analyse the 
future. 'In this highly original and gratifying fresco, Daron Acemoglu and Jim Robinson take us on a 
journey through civilizations, time and locations. Their narrow corridor depicts the constant and often 
unstable struggle of society to keep the Leviathan in check and of the Leviathan to weaken the cage 
of norms. A remarkable achievement that only they could pull off and that seems destined to repeat 
the stellar performance of Why Nations Fail' Jean Tirole, Nobel Laureate in Economics, 2014 'Another 
outstanding, insightful book by Acemoglu and Robinson on the importance and difficulty of getting and 
maintaining a successful democratic state. Packed with examples and analysis, it is a pleasure to read' 
Peter Diamond, Nobel Laureate in Economics, 2010 'The Narrow Corridor takes us on a fascinating 
journey, across continents and through human history, to discover the critical ingredient of liberty. It finds 
that it's up to each of us: that ingredient is our own commitments, as citizens, to support democratic 
values. In these times, there can be no more important message - nor any more important book' George 
Akerlof, Nobel Laureate in Economics, 2001 'How should we view the current challenges facing our 
democracies? This brilliant, timely book offers a simple, powerful framework for assessing alternative 
forms of social governance. The analysis is a reminder that it takes vigilance to maintain a proper 
balance between the state and society - to stay in the 'narrow corridor' - and avoid falling either into 
statelessness or dictatorship' Bengt Holmstrom, Nobel Laureate in Economics, 2016

The Future of Academic Freedom

Democracy Without Borders? assesses the worldwide prospects of liberal democracy. In an era of 
globalization and in an intellectual climate in which the idea of national sovereignty is under assault, 
Plattner identifies the essential features of modern liberal democracy and offers guidance about what is 
required to sustain it. An investigation of the complex and tension-filled relationship between liberalism 
and majority rule is at the heart of this important book.

The Narrow Corridor

The idea of an exceptional America remains controversial. In this dazzlingly comprehensive collection 
of essays, some of the nation's best scholars and thinkers take on the weighty task of sizing up Goliath 
in a way Americans and others can comprehend. These twenty studies in American exceptionalism 
provide a solidly researched and in-depth analysis on the current state of our institutions, our values, 
and our challenges for the future.

Democracy Without Borders?

Understanding America
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