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Explore the captivating world of classical mythology with Ovid's "Metamorphoses in Fifteen Books, 
Volume 1." This foundational epic poem delves into a vast collection of interconnected tales, detailing 
wondrous transformations of gods, heroes, and mortals, making it an essential journey into ancient 
Roman literature and the enduring power of myth.
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Ovid's Metamorphoses, in Fifteen Books; Volume 1

Ovid's Metamorphoses is one of the most influential works of Western literature. This translation is a 
collaboration between some of the most prominent literary figures of 18th century England and remains 
an important work in the history of English literature. This work has been selected by scholars as being 
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the 
"public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, 
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright 
on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be 
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the 
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and 
relevant.

Ovid's Metamorphoses

Excerpt from Ovid's Metamorphoses, Vol. 1: In Fifteen Books I am not of an Opinton, too common 
to Tran�ators, to think that One is nu der an Obligation to extol every thing he finds in the Author he 
undertakes: I 1am fure one is no more oblig'd to do 'fo, than a Painter is to make every Face, that fits 
to him, handfome. 'tis enough if he fets the hell: Features he finds, 'in their full, and moft advantageous 
Light. But if the Poet has private Deformities, tho' Good -breeding will not allow to expofe him naked, yet 
furely there can be no Reafon to recommend him, as the moft fitiilh'd Model of Harmony; and Proportion. 
About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find 
more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten 
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format 
whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, 
such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast 
majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve 
the state of such historical works.

Ovid's Metamorphoses, in Fifteen Books; Volume 1

Excerpt from Ovid's Metamorphoses, Vol. 1 of 15: In Fifteen Books Cy and to like nothing, too much 
Difficult. 80 great 13 the Variety of this Poem, that t Reader, who 13 never pleas' d, Will appear as 
men firous, as he that 13 alwaysfg. Here are the Hur r1es of Battles eroe, tender Emotions. About the 
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at 
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www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books 
uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst 
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as 
a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority 
of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state 
of such historical works.

Ovid's Metamorphoses, Vol. 1

Ovid's Metamorphosesis a weaving-together of classical myths, extending in time from the creation of 
the world to the death of Julius Caesar. This volume provides the Latin text of the first five books of the 
poem and the most detailed commentary available in English of these books.

Ovid's Metamorphoses, Vol. 1 of 15

Comprising fifteen books and over two hundred and fifty myths, Ovid's Metamorphoses is one of the 
longest extant Latin poems from the ancient world and one of the most influential works in Western 
culture. It is an epic on desire and transgression that became a gateway to the entire world of pagan 
mythology and visual imagination. This, the first complete commentary in English, covers all aspects 
of the text – from textual interpretation to poetics, imagination, and ideology – and will be useful as a 
teaching aid and an orientation for those who are interested in the text and its reception. Historically, 
the poem's audience includes readers interested in opera and ballet, psychology and sexuality, myth 
and painting, feminism and posthumanism, vegetarianism and metempsychosis (to name just a few 
outside the area of Classical Studies).

Ovid's Metamorphoses

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

Ovid's Metamorphoses, in Fifteen Books

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using 
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. 
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Ovid's Metamorphoses

Excerpt from Ovid's Metamorphoses, Vol. 2: In Fifteen Books, Translated by the Most Eminent Hands; 
Adorn'd With Sculptures Tbe Stoey of Acis, Polyphemus and Gal'atea, by Mr. Dryden. Fie staryofglau-
cus and Scylla, by Mr. Rowe. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands 
of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an 
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the 
work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare 
cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our 
edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that 
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

Ovid's Metamorphoses in Fifteen Books

The 18th century was a wealth of knowledge, exploration and rapidly growing technology and expand-
ing record-keeping made possible by advances in the printing press. In its determination to preserve the 



century of revolution, Gale initiated a revolution of its own: digitization of epic proportions to preserve 
these invaluable works in the largest archive of its kind. Now for the first time these high-quality 
digital copies of original 18th century manuscripts are available in print, making them highly accessible 
to libraries, undergraduate students, and independent scholars. Western literary study flows out of 
eighteenth-century works by Alexander Pope, Daniel Defoe, Henry Fielding, Frances Burney, Denis 
Diderot, Johann Gottfried Herder, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, and others. Experience the birth of the 
modern novel, or compare the development of language using dictionaries and grammar discourses. 
++++ The below data was compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic record of this 
title. This data is provided as an additional tool in helping to insure edition identification: ++++ Bodleian 
Library (Oxford) T169738 London: printed for T. Davies, T. Becket, T. Caslon, T. Cadel, G. Robinson, 
and T. Evans, 1773. 2v., plate: ill.; 12°

Ovid's Metamorphoses in Fifteen Books

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using 
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. 
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Ovid's Metamorphoses

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Ovid's Metamorphoses, in Fifteen Books

The 18th century was a wealth of knowledge, exploration and rapidly growing technology and expand-
ing record-keeping made possible by advances in the printing press. In its determination to preserve the 
century of revolution, Gale initiated a revolution of its own: digitization of epic proportions to preserve 
these invaluable works in the largest archive of its kind. Now for the first time these high-quality 
digital copies of original 18th century manuscripts are available in print, making them highly accessible 
to libraries, undergraduate students, and independent scholars. Western literary study flows out of 
eighteenth-century works by Alexander Pope, Daniel Defoe, Henry Fielding, Frances Burney, Denis 
Diderot, Johann Gottfried Herder, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, and others. Experience the birth of the 
modern novel, or compare the development of language using dictionaries and grammar discourses. 
++++ The below data was compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic record of this 
title. This data is provided as an additional tool in helping to insure edition identification: ++++ British 
Library T128848 London: printed for J. Tonson: and sold by J. Brotherton and W. Meadows, 1720. 2v.: 
ill., port.; 12°

Ovid's Metamorphoses in Fifteen Books

The 18th century was a wealth of knowledge, exploration and rapidly growing technology and expand-
ing record-keeping made possible by advances in the printing press. In its determination to preserve the 
century of revolution, Gale initiated a revolution of its own: digitization of epic proportions to preserve 
these invaluable works in the largest archive of its kind. Now for the first time these high-quality 
digital copies of original 18th century manuscripts are available in print, making them highly accessible 



to libraries, undergraduate students, and independent scholars. Western literary study flows out of 
eighteenth-century works by Alexander Pope, Daniel Defoe, Henry Fielding, Frances Burney, Denis 
Diderot, Johann Gottfried Herder, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, and others. Experience the birth of the 
modern novel, or compare the development of language using dictionaries and grammar discourses. 
++++ The below data was compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic record of this 
title. This data is provided as an additional tool in helping to insure edition identification: ++++ Bodleian 
Library (Oxford) N022089 Edited by George Sewell. London: printed for A. Bettesworth and C. Hitch, 
W. Mears, T. Woodward, T. Astley; and sold by J. Osborn, 1733. 2v., plates; 12°

Metamorphoses

Comprising fifteen books and over two hundred and fifty myths, Ovid's Metamorphoses is one of the 
longest extant Latin poems from the ancient world and one of the most influential works in Western 
culture. It is an epic on desire and transgression that became a gateway to the entire world of pagan 
mythology and visual imagination. This, the first complete commentary in English, covers all aspects 
of the text – from textual interpretation to poetics, imagination, and ideology – and will be useful as a 
teaching aid and an orientation for those who are interested in the text and its reception. Historically, 
the poem's audience includes readers interested in opera and ballet, psychology and sexuality, myth 
and painting, feminism and posthumanism, vegetarianism and metempsychosis (to name just a few 
outside the area of Classical Studies).
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