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A Visionary Madness explores the fascinating intersection where groundbreaking ideas meet uncon-
ventional thinking. This concept delves into the realm of creative insanity, where the most innovative 
thinking often appears irrational to the uninitiated. It champions unconventional ideas that push 
boundaries, suggesting that true brilliance sometimes emerges from a state of controlled chaos or 
intense, all-consuming focus. This isn't just about visionary madness; it's about the profound impact of 
boundary-pushing concepts on shaping the future.

Our goal is to bridge the gap between research and practical application.

Thank you for choosing our website as your source of information.
The document Visionary Madness is now available for you to access.
We provide it completely free with no restrictions.

We are committed to offering authentic materials only.
Every item has been carefully selected to ensure reliability.
This way, you can use it confidently for your purposes.

We hope this document will be of great benefit to you.
We look forward to your next visit to our website.
Wishing you continued success.

This document is highly sought in many digital library archives.
By visiting us, you have made the right decision.
We provide the entire full version Visionary Madness for free, exclusively here.

A Visionary Madness

Confined in Bedlam in 1797 as an incurable lunatic, James Tilly Matthews is one of the most bizarre 
case studies in the annals of psychiatry. Often cited as the first thorough case study of what we would 
today call paranoid schizophrenia, Matthews drew intricate diagrams of the "influencing machine" 
that he believed to be reading and controlling his mind. But his case was even stranger than his 
doctors realized: many of the incredible conspiracies in which he claimed to be involved were entirely 
real. A Visionary Madness traces the story of antiwar advocate James Tilly Matthews through the 
political and social upheaval of the late eighteenth century, providing a vivid account of the unraveling 
of Matthews's mind, a snapshot of late eighteenth-century psychiatry, and its relevance to current 
narratives of madness, conspiracy theories, mind control, and political manipulation. Digging deep 
into historical records and primary sources, author Mike Jay carefully untangles truth from delusion, 
providing evidence that Matthews was a political prisoner as much as a madman: he had been working 
as a double agent in the French Revolution and was privy to political secrets the British government 
feared he might expose. In the process, Jay illuminates the murky revolutionary politics of the 1790s 
and situates Matthews' visionary madness within the wider cultural upheavals of a world on the brink 
of modernity. The details of Matthews' treatment in Bedlam reveals the birth-pangs of early psychiatry 
and its struggle to free its patients from the harsh regimes of the eighteenth-century madhouse. A 
fascinating and fast-paced narrative history, A Visionary Madness raises profound questions about the 
nature of madness and the birth of the modern world.
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real. A Visionary Madness traces the story of antiwar advocate James Tilly Matthews through the 
political and social upheaval of the late eighteenth century, providing a vivid account of the unraveling 
of Matthews's mind, a snapshot of late eighteenth-century psychiatry, and its relevance to current 
narratives of madness, conspiracy theories, mind control, and political manipulation. Digging deep 
into historical records and primary sources, author Mike Jay carefully untangles truth from delusion, 
providing evidence that Matthews was a political prisoner as much as a madman: he had been working 
as a double agent in the French Revolution and was privy to political secrets the British government 
feared he might expose. In the process, Jay illuminates the murky revolutionary politics of the 1790s 
and situates Matthews' visionary madness within the wider cultural upheavals of a world on the brink 
of modernity. The details of Matthews' treatment in Bedlam reveals the birth-pangs of early psychiatry 
and its struggle to free its patients from the harsh regimes of the eighteenth-century madhouse. A 
fascinating and fast-paced narrative history, A Visionary Madness raises profound questions about the 
nature of madness and the birth of the modern world.

The Air Loom Gang

"The Air Loom Gang" recounts the remarkable true story of Matthews: a peace activist caught up in the 
Napoleonic wars between England and France who becomes convinced of an elaborate conspiracy 
aimed at the very heart of power.

Diary Of A Madman, Book 3

A little bit of everything. Political reform ideas. Opinion pieces on television programming. Show ideas. 
And more. Jay shows what he believes in and why. From education and business to politics and 
economic reform, Jay shows why he is a thinker, a visionary.

Illustrations of Madness (Psychology Revivals)

John Haslam’s Illustrations of Madness, written in 1810, occupies a special place in psychiatric history, 
it was the first book-length account of one single psychiatric case written by a British psychiatrist. John 
Haslam, apothecary to London’s Bethlem Hospital, and a leading psychiatrist of the early-nineteenth 
century, details the case of James Tilly Matthews, who had been a patient in the hospital for some ten 
years. Matthews claimed he was sane, as did his friends and certain doctors. Haslam, on behalf of 
the Bethlem authorities, contended he was insane, and attempted to demonstrate this by presenting 
a detailed account of Matthew’s own delusional system, as far as possible in Matthew’s own words. 
Originally published in 1988 as part of the Tavistock Classics in the History of Psychiatry series, Roy 
Porter’s Introduction to this facsimile reprint of an historic book goes beyond Haslam’s text to reveal the 
extraordinary psychiatric politics surrounding Matthew’s confinement and the court case it produced, 
leading up to Haslam’s dismissal from his post. Still relevant today, Haslam’s account can be used as 
material upon which to base a modern diagnosis of Matthew’s disorder.

The Spiritual Gift of Madness

A bold call for the “insane” to reclaim their rightful role as prophets of spiritual and cultural transformation 
• Explains how many of those diagnosed as schizophrenic, bipolar, and other forms of “madness” 
are not ill but experiencing a spiritual awakening • Explores the rise of Mad Pride and the mental 
patients’ liberation movement • Reveals how those seen as “mad” must embrace their spiritual gifts 
to help the coming global spiritual transition Many of the great prophets of the past experienced 
madness--a breakdown followed by a breakthrough, spiritual death followed by rebirth. With the advent 
of modern psychiatry, the budding prophets of today are captured and transformed into chronic mental 
patients before they can flower into the visionaries and mystics they were intended to become. As we 
approach the tipping point between extinction and global spiritual awakening, there is a deep need 
for these prophets to embrace their spiritual gifts. To make this happen, we must learn to respect the 
sanctity of madness. We need to cultivate Mad Pride. Exploring the rise of Mad Pride and the mental 
patients’ liberation movement as well as building upon psychiatrist R. D. Laing’s revolutionary theories, 
Seth Farber, Ph.D., explains that diagnosing people as mad has more to do with social control than 
therapy. Many of those labeled as schizophrenic, bipolar, and other kinds of “mad” are not ill but simply 
experiencing different forms of spiritual awakening: they are seeing and feeling what is wrong with 
society and what needs to be done to change it. Farber shares his interviews with former schizophrenics 
who now lead successful and inspiring lives. He shows that it is impossible for society to change as 
long as the mad are suppressed because they are our catalysts of social change. By reclaiming their 



rightful role as prophets of spiritual and cultural revitalization, the mad--by seeding new visions for our 
future--can help humanity overcome the spiritual crisis that endangers our survival and lead us to a 
higher and long-awaited stage of spiritual development.

Bad Trip Manifesto

The greatest psychedelic mind trip! Even better than fear and loathing in Las Vegas. Kill your reality 
and the ego. Just come and take a trip with me into the vortex of a visionary madness!!!!!!!!!!!

The Influencing Machine

London in the 1790s, Europe is in turmoil and war with France is looming. James Matthews, an Welsh 
tea merchant and anti war advocate who holds covert meeting with both the English and the French 
leaders. But Matthews believes that his mind is being controlled by revolutionary terrorists and a secret 
machine called the Air Loom. He is promptly declared mad and send to Bedlam. Here his delusions 
are celebrated as the most complex and bizarre ever recorded and strangely many of the incredible 
events he claims to have been involved in are entirely true.

Rush

The monumental life of Benjamin Rush, medical pioneer and one of our most provocative and 
unsung Founding Fathers FINALIST FOR THE GEORGE WASHINGTON BOOK PRIZE • AMERICAN 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION NOTABLE BOOK OF THE YEAR By the time he was thirty, Dr. Benjamin 
Rush had signed the Declaration of Independence, edited Common Sense, toured Europe as Benjamin 
Franklin’s protégé, and become John Adams’s confidant, and was soon to be appointed Washington’s 
surgeon general. And as with the greatest Revolutionary minds, Rush was only just beginning his role 
in 1776 in the American experiment. As the new republic coalesced, he became a visionary writer 
and reformer; a medical pioneer whose insights and reforms revolutionized the treatment of mental 
illness; an opponent of slavery and prejudice by race, religion, or gender; an adviser to, and often the 
physician of, America’s first leaders; and “the American Hippocrates.” Rush reveals his singular life 
and towering legacy, installing him in the pantheon of our wisest and boldest Founding Fathers. Praise 
for Rush “Entertaining . . . Benjamin Rush has been undeservedly forgotten. In medicine . . . [and] as 
a political thinker, he was brilliant.”—The New Yorker “Superb . . . reminds us eloquently, abundantly, 
what a brilliant, original man Benjamin Rush was, and how his contributions to . . . the United States 
continue to bless us all.”—The Philadelphia Inquirer “Perceptive . . . [a] readable reassessment of Rush’s 
remarkable career.”—The Wall Street Journal “An amazing life and a fascinating book.”—CBS This 
Morning “Fried makes the case, in this comprehensive and fascinating biography, that renaissance 
man Benjamin Rush merits more attention. . . . Fried portrays Rush as a complex, flawed person and 
not just a list of accomplishments; . . . a testament to the authorial thoroughness and insight that will 
keep readers engaged until the last page.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review) “[An] extraordinary and 
underappreciated man is reinstated to his rightful place in the canon of civilizational advancement in 
Rush. . . . Had I read Fried’s Rush before the year’s end, it would have crowned my favorite books of 
2018 . . . [a] superb biography.”—Brain Pickings

Trials of the Visionary Mind

A comprehensive summary of the author's revolutionary approach to psychosis.

Muses, Mystics, Madness: The Diagnosis and Celebration of Mental Illness

"H. P. Lovecraft has come to be recognised as the leading author of supernatural fiction in the twentieth 
century. But how did a man who died in poverty, with no book of his stories published in his lifetime, 
become such an icon in horror literature? S. T. Joshi, the leading authority on Lovecraft, has traced 
in detail the course of Lovecraft's life, spent largely in Providence, Rhode Island, and has shown 
how Lovecraft was engaged in the political, economic, social, and intellectual currents of his time, 
and how his developing thought informed his fiction and other writings. Lovecraft's reaction to World 
War I, the Jazz Age, and the Depression, as well as to literary modernism and scientific advance, 
markedly affected his thought and work, so that by the end of his life he had become both a 'mechanistic 
materialist' and a 'cosmic regionalist' who looked to his New England heritage as a bulwark against 
the meaninglessness of a godless cosmos. It was the wonder and terror of that cosmos that Lovecraft 
depicted, with poetic grandeur, in his work." --Book Jacket.

A Dreamer and a Visionary



The Divine Madness of Philip K. Dick, written by a psychologist, investigates the inner world of the 
science fiction writer Philip K. Dick. In 1974, Dick was beset by religious visions, and warned police he 
was an android. The book explores whether Dick's experience was a spiritual awakening or caused by 
mental illness.

Poetic Madness and the Romantic Imagination

For nearly four decades social critics such as Philip Rieff and Christopher Lasch have bemoaned the 
"triumph of the therapeutic" in our "culture of narcissism." But whatever their level of uneasiness about 
the psychologizing of reality, most Christians have made some degree of peace with the reigning power 
of psychotherapy and psychotherapeutic outlooks. Seth Farber is not one of those Christians. In his 
estimation psychotherapy has become "a replacement for involvement in the spiritual life of the church," 
with pastors and other Christian leaders too quickly deferring to psychiatrists and other mental health 
professionals. Unholy Madness is prompted by Farber's passionate insistence that Christianity and 
psychiatry are nothing less than competing faiths. Farber's radical argument cuts to the root of the 
mental health system and challenges the church to consider how much it may have constricted its own 
vision and neglected its unique responsibilities in its accomodation to that system. Taking on giants 
from Augustine to Freud, wide-ranging and never boring, Unholy Madness is not likely to persuade all 
its readers. But none will be able to see these issues in the same way again. -- Publisher.

The Divine Madness of Philip K. Dick

Madness: Enter Here, a one volume edition of Anthony's entire collection of Madness books starting 
with the first one, Sophia's Madness, then Lucifer's Madness, and the final book, Anthony's Madness. 
Occult/Supernatural fiction with such visionary style, Anthony shares what it's like to be Bipolar in a 
creative way!

Unholy Madness

Trends of the last few years, including global health crises, political division, and the ongoing threat to 
social-environmental survival, have been continually obscured by disinformation and misinformation 
and therefore created a need for stronger global technological media policy. It is no longer acceptable 
or moral to support a global communication network based only on market factors and propaganda. 
The Handbook of Research on Global Media’s Preternatural Influence on Global Technological Sin-
gularity, Culture, and Government views preternatural healing of the media-sphere from a variety of 
perspectives on the dynamic of heart-coherent entertainment. Specifically, it addresses the subject of 
a healthy media from a variety of fractal perspectives. Covering topics such as collective unconscious, 
mediated reality, and government media trust, this major reference work is an essential resource for 
librarians, media specialists, media analysts, sociologists, government employees, communications 
specialists, psychologists, researchers, educators, academicians, and students.

Madness

The field of psychiatry changed dramatically in the latter half of the nineteenth century, largely by 
embracing science. The transformation was most evident in Germany, where many psychiatrists began 
to work concurrently in the clinic and the laboratory. Some researchers sought to discover brain 
correlates of mental illness, while others looked to experimental psychology for insights into mental 
dynamics. Featured here, are the lives and works of Emil Kraepelin - often considered the founder of 
modern scientific psychiatry, his teacher Bernhard Gudden, and his anatomist colleague Franz Nissl. 
The book describes scientific findings together with the methods used; it explains why diagnoses were 
then (and are still now) so difficult to make; it also explores mind-brain controversies. The Making of 
Modern Psychiatry will inform and delight mental health professionals as well as all persons curious 
about the origins of modern psychiatry. ``Ronald Chase has provided fascinating information about the 
19th century scientists' thinking on behavioral disorders: how to identify them, how to treat them, how to 
understand them ... He is a terrific writer and has compiled very interesting stories that bring to life the 
thinking of the time and the condition of serious mental illnesses in their first stages of understanding 
... The author weaves the work of the 20th to 21st centuries nicely into his story ... gives optimism for 
a brain-based understanding in the future.'' Carol Tamminga, M.D. Professor and Chair, Department of 
Psychiatry, University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center



Handbook of Research on Global Media’s Preternatural Influence on Global Technological Singularity, 
Culture, and Government

With our American Philosophy and Religion series, Applewood reissues many primary sources 
published throughout American history. Through these books, scholars, interpreters, students, and 
non-academics alike can see the thoughts and beliefs of Americans who came before us.

The Making of Modern Psychiatry

William Blake and the Age of Aquarius / by Stephen F. Eisenman -- Prophets, madmen, and mil-
lenarians: Blake and the (counter)culture of the 1790s / by Mark Crosby -- William Blake on the West 
Coast / Elizabeth Ferrell -- William Blake and art against surveillance / Jacob Henry Leveton -- Building 
Golgonooza in the Age of Aquarius / John Murphy -- "My teacher in all things": Sendak, Blake, and the 
visual language of childhood / Mark Crosby -- Blake then and now / W.J.T. Mitchell

The New Monthly Magazine and Literary Journal

Dialogue is a many-sided critical concept; at once an ancient philosophical genre, a formal component 
of fiction and drama, a model for the relationship of writer and reader, and a theoretical key to the nature 
of language. In this clear and concise guide to the multiple significance of the term, Peter Womack 
outlines the history of dialogue form, illustrates dialogue in the novel and on stage, interprets the 
influential dialogic theories of Mikhail Bakhtin and examines the idea that literary study itself consists 
of a 'dialogue' with the past.

Works of Reverend John England, Vol 2

This book revives questions of religious and political authority in poetic prophecy. It argues that modern 
prophecy operates within a dynamic of continuity and estrangement that combines immanent and 
transcendent modes of representation, creating a poetry that revises the very tradition that authorizes 
it.

William Blake and the Age of Aquarius

“Hurry Down Sunshine is about tenacity and tenderness...but mostly it’s about love.” —OPRAH 
WINFREY AN AMAZON BEST BOOK OF THE MONTH PICK This international bestseller is an 
extraordinary family story and an exceptionally powerful memoir about coping withbipolar disorder, 
now with a new afterword for the ten-year anniversary edition. Michael Greenberg recounts in vivid 
detail the remarkable summer when, at the age of fifteen, his daughter was struck mad. It begins with 
Sally's sudden visionary crack-up on the streets of Greenwich Village, and continues, among other 
places, in the out-of-time world of a Manhattan psychiatric ward during the city's sweltering summer. 
It is a tale of a family broken open, then painstakingly, movingly stitched together again. Greenberg's 
unforgettable cast of characters includes an unconventional psychiatrist, an Orthodox Jewish patient, 
a manic Classics professor, a movie producer, and a landlord with literary aspirations. Unsentimental, 
nuanced, and deeply humane, Hurry Down Sunshine is essential reading in the literature of affliction 
with such classics as Girl, Interrupted and An Unquiet Mind.

Dialogue

This book considers the impact of psychology on world events, looking at how mental illness and per-
sonality disorders have affected history.How have mental illness and personality disorders influenced 
history? This lively investigation demonstrates that, when conditions are ripe, one unstable individual 
can create the best or worst moments of a generation or even a century.Beginning with Alexander the 
Great, whose megalomania caused widespread bloodshed yet powerfully shaped world history through 
the spread of Greek culture, the author examines the various forms of mental illness among people of 
great influence. These includes emperors, like the Romans Caligula and Elagabalus, kings like George 
III of England and Charles II of Spain, and lesser known rulers such as sixteenth-century Hungarian 
noblewoman Elizabeth Bathory, who is in the Guinness World Records as the most prolific female serial 
killer of all time. In more recent times, the author considers the mental instability exhibited by dictators 
Adolf Hitler, Joseph Stalin, and Idi Amin, as well as female prison guard Irma Grese, whose cruelties at 
Auschwitz were infamous.He also discusses rumors of cognitive decline among American presidents 
Woodrow Wilson, Ronald Reagan, and Donald Trump, and the ways in which American democracy 
copes with the disability of its leaders. And he considers cases where whole societies seem to be 



gripped by the madness of mob rule.Ferguson concludes with an eye toward the future, considering the 
power of social media to amplify fringe ideas, giving extremist and outright crazy perspectives greater 
exposure and influence than ever before.

Strange Prophecies Anew

Visionary Psychosis or Spiritual and Psychological Emergence have next to their beauty also very 
painful aspects often leaving the emergent person deeply traumatized. This book is a personal account 
of a 50 year old woman and artist on her way of healing from her trauma from the negative aspects 
of her emergence, her movement back into life. The book is intended as inspiration for all those 
healing from the traumas of their psychosis, especially from Visionary Psychosis. In addition the book 
includes excerpts from earlier writings of Marie, giving an in depth look at the inside of emergence. The 
book concludes with visions for a more humane practice with emergent human beings. This book is 
insightful and a gentle and pensive inspiration to all those recovering from a Spiritual and Psychological 
Emergence, finding their way back into life whilst understanding their personal stories. This book is 
resilience building.

Hurry Down Sunshine

In the decades after the French Revolution, philosophers, artists, and social scientists set out to chart 
and build a way to a new world and their speculative blueprints circulated like banknotes in a parallel 
economy of ideas. Examining representations of ideal societies in nineteenth-century French culture, 
Daniel Sipe argues that the dream-image of the literary or art-historical utopia does not disappear 
but rather is profoundly altered by its proximity to the social utopianism of the day. Sipe focuses on 
this persistent afterlife in utopias ranging from François-René de Chateaubriand’s Amerindian utopia 
in Atala (1801) to the utopian spoof of J.J. Grandville’s illustrated novel Un autre monde (1844). 
He proposes a new reading of Etienne Cabet’s seminal utopian novel, Voyage en Icarie (1840) and 
offers an original perspective on the gendered utopias of technological inspiration that authors such 
as Charles Barbara and Auguste Villiers de l’Isle-Adam penned in the second half of the century. In 
addition, Sipe considers utopias or important readings of the century’s rampant utopianism in, among 
others, Victor Hugo, Alfred de Vigny, Théophile Gautier, Charles Baudelaire, and Gustave Courbet. 
His book provides the historical context for comprehending the significance and implications of this 
enigmatic afterlife in nineteenth-century utopian art and literature.

Memoirs of Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the Madness of Crowds

For decades now, serial killers have taken center stage in the news and entertainment media. The 
coverage of real-life murderers such as Ted Bundy and Jeffrey Dahmer has transformed them into 
ghoulish celebrities. Similarly, the popularity of fictional characters such as Hannibal “The Cannibal” 
Lecter or Dexter demonstrates just how eager the public is to be frightened by these human predators. 
But why is this so? Could it be that some of us have a gruesome fascination with serial killers for the 
same reasons we might morbidly stare at a catastrophic automobile accident? Or it is something more? 
In Why We Love Serial Killers, criminology professor Dr. Scott Bonn explores our powerful appetite for 
the macabre, while also providing new and unique insights into the world of the serial killer, including 
those he has gained from his correspondence with two of the world’s most notorious examples, David 
Berkowitz (“Son of Sam”) and Dennis Rader (“Bind, Torture, Kill”). In addition, Bonn examines the 
criminal profiling techniques used by law enforcement professionals to identify and apprehend serial 
predators, he discusses the various behaviors—such as the charisma of the sociopath— that manifest 
themselves in serial killers, and he explains how and why these killers often become popular cultural 
figures. Groundbreaking in its approach, Why We Love Serial Killers is a compelling look at how the 
media, law enforcement agencies, and public perception itself shapes and feeds the “monsters” in our 
midst.

How Madness Shaped History

This volume presents eleven new essays that reveal how significant nineteenth-and twentieth-century 
writers have drawn from, and in some cases, opposed major trends in philosophy. Essays in this 
collection deal with Tennyson, Coleridge, Woolf, Faulkner, De Quincey, Beckett, romance as a genre, 
the state of contemporary literary theory as shaped by the writings of Wittgenstein, Ricoeur and Derrida, 
and other topics.



Healing from Visionary Psychosis

First published in 1974, this pioneering work reframes acute psychotic episodes in the context of 
visionary experience & describes the resulting innovative methods of handling them. In his extensive 
experience with patients on hospital wards, Dr. Perry discovered that, when he gave the wholehearted 
attention to the ideation in these episodes, the images & emotions not only became more coherent but 
also embarked upon a somewhat orderly process aiming toward a fundamental reorganization of the 
self. Further, in case after case, symbolic expressions occurred with striking similarity, imagery with 
recognizable parallels in ancient myth & ritual forms. These findings led Dr. Perry to reshape his view 
of the psychotic episode as a "renewal process" overwhelming the individual in a prolonged "visionary 
state," even suggesting that the experience - rather than pathological - was nature's attempt to heal. This 
book recounts experiences of individuals undergoing such upheavals, discussing at length the sense 
of messianic callings & programs, the renewal of self & its relation to creativity & finally a philosophy & 
method of treatment.

Text, Image, and the Problem with Perfection in Nineteenth-Century France

The philosophy of psychosis and the psychosis of philosophy: a philosopher draws on his experience 
of madness. In this book, philosopher and linguist Wouter Kusters examines the philosophy of psy-
chosis—and the psychosis of philosophy. By analyzing the experience of psychosis in philosophical 
terms, Kusters not only emancipates the experience of the psychotic from medical classification, 
he also emancipates the philosopher from the narrowness of textbooks and academia, allowing 
philosophers to engage in real-life praxis, philosophy in vivo. Philosophy and madness—Kusters's 
preferred, non-medicalized term—coexist, one mirroring the other. Kusters draws on his own expe-
rience of madness—two episodes of psychosis, twenty years apart—as well as other first-person 
narratives of psychosis. Speculating about the maddening effect of certain words and thought, he 
argues, and demonstrates, that the steady flow of philosophical deliberation may sweep one into a 
full-blown acute psychotic episode. Indeed, a certain kind of philosophizing may result in confusion, 
paradoxes, unworldly insights, and circular frozenness reminiscent of madness. Psychosis presents 
itself to the psychotic as an inescapable truth and reality. Kusters evokes the mad person's philosophical 
or existential amazement at reality, thinking, time, and space, drawing on classic autobiographical 
accounts of psychoses by Antonin Artaud, Daniel Schreber, and others, as well as the work of 
phenomenological psychiatrists and psychologists and such phenomenologists as Edmund Husserl 
and Maurice Merleau-Ponty. He considers the philosophical mystic and the mystical philosopher, 
tracing the mad undercurrent in the Husserlian philosophy of time; visits the cloud castles of mystical 
madness, encountering LSD devotees, philosophers, theologians, and nihilists; and, falling to earth, 
finds anxiety, emptiness, delusions, and hallucinations. Madness and philosophy proceed and converge 
toward a single vanishing point.

Letters from Spain

A revealing meditation on the behind-the-scenes world of therapy and psychoanalysis in the 1960s. 
1971 was the year Dina Glouberman went mad. Now, for the first time, Dr Dina Glouberman, renowned 
psychotherapist and author, co-founder of the world-famous Skyros Holidays, creator of Imagework 
therapy, and author of The Joy of Burnout, writes with candour and humour about a spell in a psychiatric 
ward. Indeed, she describes it as enlivening and enlightening, a catalyst for her rich and creative life. 
Into the Woods and Out Again traces the journey from those wild and intense weeks in the Middlesex 
Hospital through five years of "normal life" and then on to twelve years of extraordinary creativity, 
when she had two babies, co-founded Skyros Holidays on a Greek island, pioneered her Imagework 
approach to therapy and personal development, had a life-changing spiritual experience, faced the loss 
of her father and brother, and wrote her first book. At the end of this book, a new cycle is just beginning, 
as she burns out, dismantles her marriage and her life, and discovers what is next. This remarkable 
memoir is a revealing consideration into world of therapy and psychoanalysis in the 1960s, as well as 
on marriage, mothering, madness, imagination, aloneness, community and spirituality. Into the Woods 
and Out Again captures the inner life of a woman who has played a major role in the contemporary 
holistic and therapeutic world.

New Monthly Magazine, and Universal Register

A controversial study which reveals how mental health has affected world history.



Why We Love Serial Killers

This impeccably researched and “adventure-packed” (The Washington Post) account of the obsessive 
quest by Christopher Columbus’s son to create the greatest library in the world is “the stuff of Hollywood 
blockbusters” (NPR) and offers a vivid picture of Europe on the verge of becoming modern. At the 
peak of the Age of Exploration, Hernando Colón sailed with his father Christopher Columbus on 
his final voyage to the New World, a journey that ended in disaster, bloody mutiny, and shipwreck. 
After Columbus’s death in 1506, eighteen-year-old Hernando sought to continue—and surpass—his 
father’s campaign to explore the boundaries of the known world by building a library that would collect 
everything ever printed: a vast holding organized by summaries and catalogues; really, the first ever 
database for the exploding diversity of written matter as the printing press proliferated across Europe. 
Hernando traveled extensively and obsessively amassed his collection based on the groundbreaking 
conviction that a library of universal knowledge should include “all books, in all languages and on all 
subjects,” even material often dismissed: ballads, erotica, news pamphlets, almanacs, popular images, 
romances, fables. The loss of part of his collection to another maritime disaster in 1522, set off the final 
scramble to complete this sublime project, a race against time to realize a vision of near-impossible 
perfection. “Magnificent…a thrill on almost every page” (The New York Times Book Review), The 
Catalogue of Shipwrecked Books is a window into sixteenth-century Europe’s information revolution, 
and a reflection of the passion and intrigues that lie beneath our own insatiable desires to bring order 
to the world today.

Philosophical Approaches to Literature

Continental Philosophy: A Contemporary Introduction looks at the development of the tradition, tracing 
it back from Kant to the present day.

The Far Side of Madness

A revelatory look at how poet Allen Ginsberg transformed experiences of mental illness and madness 
into some of the most powerful and widely read poems of the twentieth century. Allen Ginsberg’s 
1956 poem “Howl” opens with one of the most resonant phrases in modern poetry: “I saw the best 
minds of my generation destroyed by madness.” Thirty years later, Ginsberg entrusted a Columbia 
University medical student with materials not shared with anyone else, including psychiatric records 
that documented how he and his mother, Naomi Ginsberg, struggled with mental illness. In Best 
Minds, psychiatrist, researcher, and scholar Stevan M. Weine, M.D., who was that medical student, 
examines how Allen Ginsberg took his visions and psychiatric hospitalization, his mother’s devastating 
illness, confinement, and lobotomy, and the social upheavals of the postwar world and imaginatively 
transformed them. Though madness is often linked with hardship and suffering, Ginsberg’s showed 
how it could also lead to profound and redemptive aesthetic, spiritual, and social changes. Through his 
revolutionary poetry and social advocacy, Ginsberg dedicated himself to leading others toward new 
ways of being human and easing pain. Throughout his celebrated career Ginsberg made us feel as 
though we knew everything there was to know about him. However, much has been left out about his 
experiences growing up with a mentally ill mother, his visions, and his psychiatric hospitalization. In 
Best Minds, with a forty-year career studying and addressing trauma, Weine provides a groundbreaking 
exploration of the poet and his creative process especially in relation to madness. Best Minds examines 
the complex relationships between mental illness, psychiatry, trauma, poetry, and prophecy—using the 
access Ginsberg generously shared to offer new, lively, and indispensable insights into an American 
icon. Weine also provides new understandings of the paternalism, treatment failures, ethical lapses, 
and limitations of American psychiatry in the 1940s and 1950s. In light of these new discoveries, the 
challenges Ginsberg faced appear starker and his achievements, both as a poet and an advocate, 
even more remarkable.

A Philosophy of Madness

Into the Woods and Out Again
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