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Explore the comprehensive history of Kazakhstan, from its ancient, enigmatic pre-history to its modern 
post-independence era. Delve into the fascinating narrative of vanished Khans and the vast, empty 
steppes that shaped a nation, understanding the pivotal events and cultural legacy that define this 
unique Central Asian land.
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Vanished Khans and Empty Steppes

The book opens with an outline of the history of Almaty, from its nineteenth-century origins as a remote 
outpost of the Russian empire, up to its present status as the thriving second city of modern-day 
Kazakhstan. The story then goes back to the Neolithic and early Bronze Ages, and the sensational 
discovery of the famous Golden Man of the Scythian empire. A succession of armies and empires, 
tribes and khanates, appeared and disappeared, before the siege and destruction in 1219 of the ancient 
Silk Road city of Otrar under the Mongol leader Genghis Khan. The emergence of the first identifiable 
Kazakh state in the sixteenth century was followed by early contacts with Russia, the country which 
came to be the dominant influence in Kazakhstan and Central Asia for three hundred years. The book 
shows how Kazakhstan has been inextricably caught up in the vast historical processes - of revolution, 
civil war, and the rise and fall of communism - which have extended out from Russia over the last 
century. In the process the country has changed dramatically, from a simple nomadic society of khans 
and clans, to a modern and outward-looking nation. The transition has been difficult and tumultuous for 
millions of people, but Vanished Khans and Empty Steppes illustrates how Kazakhstan has emerged 
as one of the world's most successful post-communist countries.

Vanished Khans and Empty Steppes a History of Kazakhstan from Pre-History to Post-Independence

Kazakhstan is the ninth-largest country in the world, a landlocked nation that borders both China and 
Russia. Kazakhstan has long struggled to find its own identity. Since declaring independence in 1991 
after the breakup of the Soviet Union, Kazakhs have struggled to regain their unique culture. This 
volume takes readers through its past and current events, across mountains and valleys, and into 
the everyday lives of its citizens, using vivid photographs, engaging sidebars, and accessible maps. 
Readers explore Kazakhstan's culture, geography, government, and people. They'll be encouraged to 
develop an interest in global exploration, history, and current events.

Kazakhstan

The first volume of the History of Kazakhstan for the students of non-historical specialties has provided 
with extensive materials on the history of the present-day territory of Kazakhstan from the earliest 
period to 1991. Here found their reflection both recent developments on Kazakhstan history studies, 
primary sources evidences, teaching materials, control questions that help students understand better 
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the course. Many of the disputable issues of the times are given in the historiographical view.The 
textbook is designed for students, teachers, undergraduates, and everybody, who is interested in the 
history of Kazakhstan.

The History of Kazakhstan from the Earliest Period to the Present time. Volume I

Published since 1928, the Political Handbook of the World provides timely, thorough, and accurate 
political information with more in-depth coverage of current political controversies and political parties 
than any other reference guide. The updated 2016–2017 Edition continues this legacy as the most 
authoritative source for finding complete facts and analysis on each country’s governmental and 
political makeup. Political science and international relations scholars have revised this edition, and 
made understanding complex foreign affairs andpolitical situations easy and accessible. With more 
than 200 entries on countries and territories throughout the world, housed in one place, these volumes 
are renowned for their extensive coverage of all major and minor political parties and groups in each 
political system. They also provide names of key ambassadors and international memberships of each 
country, plus detailed profiles of more than 30 intergovernmental organizations and United Nations 
agencies. This comprehensive update will include coverage of current events, issues, crises, and 
controversies from the course of the last two years, including: The closely-watched U.S. presidential 
election The effect of the Brexit referendum and installment of a new British prime minister The 
extensive investigation and subsequent impeachment of Brazil’s president The far-reaching impact 
of the “Panama Papers” scandal Changes in U.S.–Cuba diplomatic relations and the reopening of 
their embassies The unconstitutional declaration of Gambia as an Islamic State Sentiments about 
the migrant and refugee crisis across Europe and the influence on policy Also, the new “For Further 
Reference” feature included for every country entry directs readers to additional resources to continue 
their research.

Political Handbook of the World 2016-2017

The Political Handbook of the World by Tom Lansford provides timely, thorough, and accurate political 
information, with more in-depth coverage of current political controversies than any other reference 
guide. The updated 2020-2021 edition will continue to be the most authoritative source for finding 
complete facts and analysis on each country2s governmental and political makeup. Compiling in one 
place more than 200 entries on countries and territories throughout the world, this volume is renowned 
for its extensive coverage of all major and minor political parties and groups in each political system. The 
Political Handbook of the World 2020-2021 also provides names of key ambassadors and international 
memberships of each country, plus detailed profiles of more than 30 intergovernmental organizations 
and UN agencies. And this update will aim to include coverage of current events, issues, crises, and 
controversies from the course of the last two years.

Political Handbook of the World 2020-2021

The Political Handbook of the World 2022-2023 provides timely, thorough, and accurate political infor-
mation, with more in-depth coverage of current political controversies than any other reference guide. 
The updated 2022-2023 edition continues to be the most authoritative source for finding complete facts 
and analysis on each country2s governmental and political makeup. Tom Lansford has compiled in one 
place more than 200 entries on countries and territories throughout the world, this volume is renowned 
for its extensive coverage of all major and minor political parties and groups in each political system. It 
also provides names of key ambassadors and international memberships of each country, plus detailed 
profiles of more than 30 intergovernmental organizations and UN agencies. And this update will aim 
to include coverage of current events, issues, crises, and controversies from the course of the last two 
years.

Political Handbook of the World 2022-2023

The Political Handbook of the World provides timely, thorough, and accurate political information, with 
more in-depth coverage of current political controversies than any other reference guide. The updated 
2018-2019 edition will continue to be the most authoritative source for finding complete facts and 
analysis on each country’s governmental and political makeup. Compiling in one place more than 200 
entries on countries and territories throughout the world, this volume is renowned for its extensive 
coverage of all major and minor political parties and groups in each political system. It also provides 
names of key ambassadors and international memberships of each country, plus detailed profiles 



of more than 30 intergovernmental organizations and UN agencies. This comprehensive update will 
include coverage of current events, issues, crises, and controversies from the course of the last two 
years, including: Elections across Europe Referendum in Ireland Rohingya genocide in Myanmar The 
Venezuelan dictatorship The renaming of Swaziland to eSwatini Qatar diplomacy changes Historic 
meeting between the United States and North Korea Establishment of a new governing coalition in 
Liberia

Political Handbook of the World 2018-2019

Nono Stato al mondo per estensione, stretto tra Russia e Cina, il Kazakistan si trova al centro degli 
equilibri della “nuova guerra fredda” provocata dal conflitto in Ucraina agli inizi del 2022. In questa 
dettagliata ricostruzione, Fabrizio Vielmini segue la parabola politica di Nursultan Nazarbaev, autocrate 
visionario la cui eclissi ha innescato una lotta feroce fra i dignitari della sua corte, fatta di apparati 
deviati e tattiche di manipolazione di massa. Vittima ne è stata la società kazakistana, un variegato 
tessuto di etnie, religioni e tribù, espropriate dalle ricchezze del proprio Paese. L’adesione del regime 
al neo-liberismo, unita all’etnicizzazione della vita pubblica assortita da influenze islamiche, ha scosso 
le basi della convivenza civile. Al centro degli equilibri strategici della “nuova guerra fredda” in Ucraina, 
il nuovo Presidente Tokaev cerca di mantenere il Kazakistan in equilibrio fra le tempeste interne e i 
sommovimenti geopolitici circostanti, che rischiano di travolgere le fragili basi dell’esistenza di questo 
sorprendente Paese a cavallo tra Oriente e Occidente.

Kazakistan: fine di un'epoca

.While the early history of the steppe nomad is shrouded in obscurity, The Empire of the Steppes brings 
both the general reader and the specialist the majestic sweep, grandeur and the overriding intellectual 
grasp of Grousset's original. Hailed as a masterpiece when first published in French in 1939, and in 
English in 1970, this great work of synthesis brings before us the people of the steppes, dominated 
by three mighty figures--Atilla, Genghiz Khan, and Tamberlain--as they marched through ten centuries 
of history, from the borders of China to the frontiers of the West. The book includes nineteen maps, a 
comprehensive index, notes, and bibliography. The late Rene Grousset was director of the Cernuschi 
Museum and curator of the Muse Guimet in Paris, a member of the French Academy and author of 
many works on Asia Minor and the Near East.

The Empire of the Steppes

" . . . a rewarding book." —Times Literary Supplement Set in the vast windswept Central Asian steppes 
and the infinite reaches of galactic space, this powerful novel offers a vivid view of the culture and 
values of the Soviet Union's Central Asian peoples.

The Day Lasts More than a Hundred Years

The only thing most people know about Kazakhstan is that it is homeland to Borat - and he isn't even 
real. Actually this vast place - the last unknown inhabited country in the world - is far more surprising and 
entertaining. For one thing, it is as varied as Europe, combining stupendous wealth, grinding poverty, 
exotic traditions and a mad dash for modernity. Crisscrossing a vanished land, Christopher Robbins 
finds Eminem by a shrinking Aral Sea, goes eagle-hunting, visits the scene of Dostoyevsky's doomed 
first love, takes up residence beside one-time neighbour Leon Trotsky and visits some of the most 
beautiful, unspoilt places on earth.

In Search of Kazakhstan

The period treated in this volume is highlighted by the slow retreat of nomadism and the progressive 
increase of sedentary polities owing to a fundamental change in military technology: Furthermore, this 
period certainly saw a growing contrast in the pace of economic and cultural progress between Central 
Asia and Europe. The internal growth of the European economies and the influx of silver from the New 
World gave Atlantic Europe an increasingly important position in world trade and caused a major shift in 
inland Asian trade. Thus, 1850 marks the end of the total sway of pre-modern culture as the extension 
of colonial dominance was accompanied by the influx of modern ideas.

History of Civilizations of Central Asia: Development in contrast : from the sixteenth to the mid-nine-
teenth century



The forgotten story of Central Asia's enlightenment—its rise, fall, and enduring legacy In this sweeping 
and richly illustrated history, S. Frederick Starr tells the fascinating but largely unknown story of 
Central Asia's medieval enlightenment through the eventful lives and astonishing accomplishments 
of its greatest minds—remarkable figures who built a bridge to the modern world. Because nearly 
all of these figures wrote in Arabic, they were long assumed to have been Arabs. In fact, they were 
from Central Asia—drawn from the Persianate and Turkic peoples of a region that today extends 
from Kazakhstan southward through Afghanistan, and from the easternmost province of Iran through 
Xinjiang, China. Lost Enlightenment recounts how, between the years 800 and 1200, Central Asia led 
the world in trade and economic development, the size and sophistication of its cities, the refinement 
of its arts, and, above all, in the advancement of knowledge in many fields. Central Asians achieved 
signal breakthroughs in astronomy, mathematics, geology, medicine, chemistry, music, social science, 
philosophy, and theology, among other subjects. They gave algebra its name, calculated the earth's 
diameter with unprecedented precision, wrote the books that later defined European medicine, and 
penned some of the world's greatest poetry. One scholar, working in Afghanistan, even predicted the 
existence of North and South America—five centuries before Columbus. Rarely in history has a more 
impressive group of polymaths appeared at one place and time. No wonder that their writings influenced 
European culture from the time of St. Thomas Aquinas down to the scientific revolution, and had a 
similarly deep impact in India and much of Asia. Lost Enlightenment chronicles this forgotten age of 
achievement, seeks to explain its rise, and explores the competing theories about the cause of its 
eventual demise. Informed by the latest scholarship yet written in a lively and accessible style, this is 
a book that will surprise general readers and specialists alike.

Lost Enlightenment

The first complete history of Central Eurasia from ancient times to the present day, Empires of the 
Silk Road represents a fundamental rethinking of the origins, history, and significance of this major 
world region. Christopher Beckwith describes the rise and fall of the great Central Eurasian empires, 
including those of the Scythians, Attila the Hun, the Turks and Tibetans, and Genghis Khan and the 
Mongols. In addition, he explains why the heartland of Central Eurasia led the world economically, 
scientifically, and artistically for many centuries despite invasions by Persians, Greeks, Arabs, Chinese, 
and others. In retelling the story of the Old World from the perspective of Central Eurasia, Beckwith 
provides a new understanding of the internal and external dynamics of the Central Eurasian states 
and shows how their people repeatedly revolutionized Eurasian civilization. Beckwith recounts the 
Indo-Europeans' migration out of Central Eurasia, their mixture with local peoples, and the resulting 
development of the Graeco-Roman, Persian, Indian, and Chinese civilizations; he details the basis for 
the thriving economy of premodern Central Eurasia, the economy's disintegration following the region's 
partition by the Chinese and Russians in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and the damaging 
of Central Eurasian culture by Modernism; and he discusses the significance for world history of the 
partial reemergence of Central Eurasian nations after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Empires of the 
Silk Road places Central Eurasia within a world historical framework and demonstrates why the region 
is central to understanding the history of civilization.

Empires of the Silk Road

This book considers the applicability and use of civil society, both as a concept and in practice, in 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. The volume examines whether civil 
society organisations (CSOs) are a progressive force for change, or a safety net. Various forms of 
CSOs are investigated: NGOs and community based organisations, trade unions, political parties and 
religious groups, as well as more long-standing soviet and traditional institutions and practices. The 
book contains lessons and perspectives about civil society growth across time, and considers future 
directions.

The Development of Civil Society in Central Asia

The five central Asian States of Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan stand at the 
crossroads of world civilization. Influenced by South Asia, Iran, China and Russia, this region which has 
recently burst onto the world stage once again, guards a distinct identity. This collection by established 
experts on the area covers the dramatic Soviet interventions of the early twentieth century, and details 
the role of ethnicity and the contribution made by Islamic impulses in the process of building the modern 
nation states.

Central Asia



This book is open access under a CC BY 4.0 license. We must find new and innovative ways of 
conceptualizing transboundary energy issues, of embedding concerns of ethics or justice into energy 
policy, and of operationalizing response to them. This book stems from the emergent gap; the need for 
comparative approaches to energy justice, and for those that consider ethical traditions that go beyond 
the classical Western approach. This edited volume unites the fields of energy justice and comparative 
philosophy to provide an overarching global perspective and approach to applying energy ethics. We 
contribute to this purpose in four sections: setting the scene, practice, applying theory to practice, and 
theoretical approaches. Through the chapters featured in the volume, we position the book as one 
that contributes to energy justice scholarship across borders of nations, borders of ways of thinking 
and borders of disciplines. The outcome will be of interest to undergraduate and graduate students 
studying energy justice, ethics and environment, as well as energy scholars, policy makers, and energy 
analysts.

Energy Justice Across Borders

[Includes 12 maps and 4 tables] In recent years, the U.S. Army has paid increasing attention to the 
conduct of unconventional warfare. However, the base of historical experience available for study has 
been largely American and overwhelmingly Western. In Russian-Soviet Unconventional Wars in the 
Caucasus, Central Asia, and Afghanistan, Dr. Robert F. Baumann makes a significant contribution 
to the expansion of that base with a well-researched analysis of four important episodes from the 
Russian-Soviet experience with unconventional wars. Primarily employing Russian sources, including 
important archival documents only recently declassified and made available to Western scholars, 
Dr. Baumann provides an insightful look at the Russian conquest of the Caucasian mountaineers 
(1801-59), the subjugation of Central Asia (1839-81), the reconquest of Central Asia by the Red Army 
(1918-33), and the Soviet war in Afghanistan (1979-89). The history of these wars—especially as it 
relates to the battle tactics, force structure, and strategy employed in them—offers important new 
perspectives on elements of continuity and change in combat over two centuries. This is the first 
study to provide an in-depth examination of the evolution of the Russian and Soviet unconventional 
experience on the predominantly Muslim southern periphery of the former empire. There, the Russians 
encountered fierce resistance by peoples whose cultures and views of war differed sharply from their 
own. Consequently, this Leavenworth Paper addresses not only issues germane to combat but to a 
wide spectrum of civic and propaganda operations as well.

Russian-Soviet Unconventional Wars in the Caucasus, Central Asia, and Afghanistan [Illustrated 
Edition]

This book traces the establishment of a master narrative of the Middle Ages in Bulgaria and its evolution 
to the present day, including the attempt at a Marxist counter-narrative, thereby offering a critical 
analysis of Bulgarian historiographical views.

TRAVELLERS IN THE GREAT STEPPE

Dark Shadows is a compelling portrait of Kazakhstan, a country that is little known in the West. 
Strategically located in the heart of Central Asia, sandwiched between Vladimir Putin's Russia, its 
former colonial ruler, and Xi Jinping's China, this vast oil-rich state is carving out its place in the world 
as it contends with its own complex past and present. Journalist Joanna Lillis paints a vibrant picture 
of this emerging nation through vivid reportage based on 17 years of on-the-ground coverage, and 
travels across the length and breadth of this enigmatic country that lies along the ancient Silk Road 
and at the geopolitical and cultural crossroads where East meets West. Featuring tales of murder and 
abduction, intrigue and betrayal, extortion and corruption, this book explores how a president, Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, transformed himself into a potentate and the economically-struggling state he inherited at 
the fall of the USSR into a swaggering 21st-century monocracy. A colourful cast of characters brings 
the politics to life: from strutting oligarchs to sleeping villagers, from principled politicians to striking 
oilmen, from crusading journalists to courageous campaigners. This new edition features two additional 
chapters covering the aftermath of Nazarbayev's fall from power in 2019; the Chinese government's 
repressions against the Kazakhs of Xinjiang as part of its crackdown on Muslim minorities; and an 
Afterword reflecting on the tumultuous events of January 2022 in Almaty. Traversing dust-blown deserts 
and majestic mountains, taking in glitzy cities and dystopian landscapes, Dark Shadows conjures up 
Kazakhstan as a living, breathing place, full of extraordinary people living extraordinary lives.



Master Narratives of the Middle Ages in Bulgaria

This book examines how national and ethnic identities are being reforged in the post-Soviet borderland 
states.

Dark Shadows

Sample Text

Nation-building in the Post-Soviet Borderlands

Existing textbooks on international relations treat history in a cursory fashion and perpetuate a 
Euro-centric perspective. This textbook pioneers a new approach by historicizing the material tradi-
tionally taught in International Relations courses, and by explicitly focusing on non-European cases, 
debates and issues. The volume is divided into three parts. The first part focuses on the international 
systems that traditionally existed in Europe, East Asia, pre-Columbian Central and South America, 
Africa and Polynesia. The second part discusses the ways in which these international systems were 
brought into contact with each other through the agency of Mongols in Central Asia, Arabs in the 
Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean, Indic and Sinic societies in South East Asia, and the Europeans 
through their travels and colonial expansion. The concluding section concerns contemporary issues: 
the processes of decolonization, neo-colonialism and globalization – and their consequences on 
contemporary society. History of International Relations provides a unique textbook for undergraduate 
and graduate students of international relations, and anybody interested in international relations 
theory, history, and contemporary politics.

A History of Inner Asia

This beautiful and informative enhanced ebook—so comprehensive it had to be split into two volumes, 
ebook 1 and ebook 2—offers a detailed introduction to the musical heritage of Central Asia for 
readers and listeners worldwide. Music of Central Asia balances "insider" and "outsider" perspectives 
with contributions by 27 authors from 14 countries. This stunning electronic book allows readers the 
opportunity to deeply engage with source material through over 180 embedded audio and video, pop-up 
study questions, transliterations and translations of performed texts, and direct links to the companion 
website (www.musicofcentralasia.org). The audio and video examples include transliterations and 
translations of the performed texts and a follow-along feature highlights the song lyrics in the text, as 
the audio samples play. This generously illustrated book is supplemented with boxes and sidebars, 
musician profiles, and an illustrated glossary of musical instruments, making it an indispensable 
resource for both general readers and specialists. Ebook 1 includes part I, "Music and Culture in 
Central Asia," an introductory overview of the music and musical instruments of Central Asia, and part 
II, "The Nomadic World," which focuses on music and musical life in historically nomadic regions of 
Central Asia. Ebook 2 contains part III, "The World of Sedentary Dwellers," which focuses on music 
and musical life in historically settled regions of Central Asia, and part IV, "Central Asian Music in 
the Age of Globalization," which addresses "the future of the past," focusing on cultural revitalization 
and renewal, tradition-based popular music, and contemporary music inspired but not constrained by 
tradition.

History of International Relations

This book documents the relationship and wisdom of Asian cartographers in the Islamic and Chinese 
worlds before the Europeans arrived.

The Music of Central Asia, Ebook 2

A comprehensive diplomatic and military history of the Russian conquest of Central Asia, spanning the 
whole of the nineteenth century.

India and Central Asia

**** BCL3 lists the predecessor version carrying the subtitle A century of Russian rule (1967). A needed 
revision of the classic. Deals with the people, their intellectual lives, the land, history, nationalism, 
agriculture, industry, modernization. A cloth edition is reported at $57.50; we've not seen it. **** The 
first edition, titled Central Asia: A Century of Russian Rule (1967), is cited in BCL3. The present 



edition is a revision of Central Asia: 120 Years of Russian Rule (1989). This new, augmented edition 
preserves the previous 17 chapters intact. Besides writing a new final chapter that focuses mainly on 
the eventful period 1989-93, the editor has also revised the preface and notes about contributors, and 
has enlarged and updated the bibliography of English-language sources and readings. Paper edition 
(unseen), $26.95. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

Mapping the Chinese and Islamic Worlds

This book seeks to deepen readers’ understanding of world history by investigating urbanization and 
the evolution of urban systems, as well as the urban world, from the perspective of historical analysis. 
The theoretical framework of the approach stems directly from space-economy, and, more generally, 
from location theory and the theory of urban systems. The author explores a certain logic to be found 
in world history, and argues that this logic is spatial (in terms of spatial inertia, spatial trends, attractive 
and repulsive forces, vector fields, etc.) rather than geographical (in terms of climate, precipitation, 
hydrography). Accordingly, the book puts forward a truly original vision of urban world history, one that 
will benefit economists, historians, regional scientists, and anyone with a healthy curiosity.

Xiongnu Archaeology

A synoptic interpretation of the rulers and elites in Eurasia from the fourteenth to the eighteenth century.

The Russian Conquest of Central Asia

A country larger than Western Europe, Kazakhstan is one of the least known of the Asian states. This 
guide presents the extremely rich, complex and diverse cultural heritage of this young country in an 
original way, describing the majority of the religio

Central Asia, 130 Years of Russian Dominance

The book distinctive is listed in points (i) it focuses on Eastern European art covering the historical 
avant-garde to the post-war and contemporary periods of; (ii) it looks at some key artists in the countries 
that have not been given so much attention within this content i.e. Georgia, Dagestan, Chechnya and 
Central Asia; (iii) it looks beyond Eastern Europe to the influence of Russia/Soviet Union in Asia. It 
explores the theoretical models developed for understanding contemporary art across Eastern Europe 
and focus on the new generation of Georgian artists who emerged in the immediate years before and 
after the country’s independence from the Soviet Union; and on to discuss the legacy and debates 
around monuments across Poland, Russia and Ukraine.helps in Better understanding the postwar and 
contemporary art in Eastern Europe.

Urban World History

Chinggis Khan was perhaps the most influential man of the last millennium, and yet he was not a 
Muslim. So, why is he included in a series profiling Makers of the Muslim World? In this novel perspective 
on a much-maligned figure, Michal Biran explains the monumental impact Chinggis Khan had upon 
the Islamic World, both positive and negative. Often criticized as a mass-slaughterer, pillager, and 
arch-enemy of the faith, Biran shows that his constructive influence upon Islam was also considerable 
- his legacy apparent in Central Asia even today.

Prince, Pen, and Sword: Eurasian Perspectives

Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity offers an integrated picture of Rome, China, Iran, 
and the Steppes during a formative period of world history. In the half millennium between 250 and 
750 CE, settled empires underwent deep structural changes, while various nomadic peoples of the 
steppes (Huns, Avars, Turks, and others) experienced significant interactions and movements that 
changed their societies, cultures, and economies. This was a transformational era, a time when Roman, 
Persian, and Chinese monarchs were mutually aware of court practices, and when Christians and 
Buddhists criss-crossed the Eurasian lands together with merchants and armies. It was a time of greater 
circulation of ideas as well as material goods. This volume provides a conceptual frame for locating 
these developments in the same space and time. Without arguing for uniformity, it illuminates the inter-
connections and networks that tied countless local cultural expressions to far-reaching inter-regional 
ones.



Guide to Kazakhstan

The fall of the Soviet Union was one of the most dramatic events of this century. It was also one of 
the most surprising. Perhaps because many Sovietologists neglected its status as an empire, most 
Americans were taken completely by surprise when the USSR began its precipitous collapse under 
Mikhail Gorbachev. This book subjects the Soviet Union as an empire to systematic scrutiny, using 
tools and methods at the disposal of modern political science. Foreign policy specialists, defense 
experts, and Russian area analysts will find this book essential. The book is also recommended for 
undergraduate and graduate courses in Russian and Soviet history and the study of empires. This book 
subjects the Soviet Union as an empire to systematic scrutiny, using tools and methods at the disposal 
of modern political science. Foreign policy specialists, defense experts, and Russian area analysts will 
find this book essential. The book is also recommended for undergraduate and graduate courses in 
Russian and Soviet history and the study of empires.

In the Sphere of The Soviets

Archaeological excavations and historical records show that Uyghur-land is the most important reposi-
tory of Uyghur and Central Asian treasures.This publication gives the reader a full description of Uyghur 
cultural identity.

Chinggis Khan

Empires and Exchanges in Eurasian Late Antiquity
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