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Explore the pivotal individuals and transformative movements that have profoundly shaped modern 
Asia. From groundbreaking leaders to cultural innovators, these makers are celebrated for their 
enduring contributions to the region's dynamic development and global influence.
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Makers of Modern Asia

The twenty-first century has been dubbed the Asian Century. Highlighting diverse thinker-politicians 
rather than billionaire businessmen, Makers of Modern Asia presents eleven leaders who theorized 
and organized anticolonial movements, strategized and directed military campaigns, and designed and 
implemented political systems.

Makers of Modern India

Modern India is the world's largest democracy, a sprawling, polyglot nation containing one-sixth of 
all humankind. The existence of such a complex and distinctive democratic regime qualifies as one 
of the world's bona fide political miracles. Furthermore, India's leading political thinkers have often 
served as its most influential political actorsÑthink of Gandhi, whose collected works run to more than 
ninety volumes, or Ambedkar, or Nehru, who recorded their most eloquent theoretical reflections at 
the same time as they strove to set the delicate machinery of Indian democracy on a coherent and 
just path. Out of the speeches and writings of these thinker-activists, Ramachandra Guha has built the 
first major anthology of Indian social and political thought. Makers of Modern India collects the work 
of nineteen of India's foremost generators of political sentiment, from those whose names command 
instant global recognition to pioneering subaltern and feminist thinkers whose works have until now 
remained obscure and inaccessible. Ranging across manifold languages and cultures, and addressing 
every crucial theme of modern Indian historyÑrace, religion, language, caste, gender, colonialism, 
nationalism, economic development, violence, and nonviolenceÑMakers of Modern India provides an 
invaluable roadmap to Indian political debate. An extensive introduction, biographical sketches of each 
figure, and guides to further reading make this work a rich resource for anyone interested in India and 
the ways its leading political minds have grappled with the problems that have increasingly come to 
define the modern world.
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The Book Studies Different Phases Of The History Of Modern Asia. It Narrates The Historical Back-
ground Of Asian Countries In A Befitting Manner. Each Country Is Treated, Separately, In A Beautiful 
Way. Most Of The Asian Countries Experienced More Or Less Similar Conditions Under The Western 
Dominance. This Is Explained Very Simply In This Book. In The First Chapter, Importance Is Given To 
China. In The Subsequent Chapters, More Importance Is Given To The Other Asian Countries. In The 
Last Chapter, The Author Has Well Elaborated The Regional Organizations Of Asia I.E. Seato, Asean, 
Saarc And Nam Which Are Relevant To Asian Countries.

The Rise of Modern Asia

Cross-border movements are often discussed as a high-level abstraction, but people cross borders 
as individuals. Their lives are reshaped by the experience, and in some cases they in turn reshape 
their own environment. For the ten individuals whose biographies appear in this volume, "travel" and 
its contingent and uneven processes of translation, circulation, and exchange helped forge patterns of 
political thought and action, and defined their contribution to the process of nation-making in Southeast 
Asia. Mariano Ponce, Pham Hong Thai, Hilaire Noulens, Vu Trong Phung, Du Ai, Lin Bin, Ruam 
Wongphan, James Puthucheary, K. Bali, Connie Bragas-Regalado, and Imam Samudra each "traveled" 
within and beyond Southeast Asia. The accounts in this book discuss how travel shaped their lives 
and careers, and explain the transformative effects it had on the intellectual, political, and cultural 
trajectories of nationalism, communism, Islamism, and other movements in the region. The volume 
illuminates some of the pathways by which people in this region worked to realize their intellectual, 
aesthetic and political visions and projects over the last tumultuous century.

Traveling Nation Makers

Includes a short biographical introduction to each person, followed by excerpts from their writings.

Makers of Modern India

Ashraf `Ali Thanawi (1863-1943) was one of the most prominent religious scholars in Islamic history. 
Author of over a thousand books on different aspects of Islam, his work sought to defend the Islamic 
scholarly tradition and to articulate its authority in an age of momentous religious and political change. 
In this authoritative biography, Muhammad Qasim Zaman offers a comprehensive and highly accessible 
account of Thanawi’s multifaceted career and thought, whilst also providing a valuable introduction to 
Islam in modern South Asia.

Making of Early Modern Asia

A major historian tells the dramatic and untold story of the shadowy networks of revolutionaries across 
Asia who laid the foundations in the early twentieth century for the end of European imperialism on 
their continent. This is the epic tale of how modern Asia emerged out of conflict between imperial 
powers and a global network of revolutionaries in the turbulent early decades of the twentieth century. 
In 1900, European empires had not yet reached their territorial zenith. But a new generation of Asian 
radicals had already planted the seeds of their destruction. They gained new energy and recruits after 
the First World War and especially the Bolshevik Revolution, which sparked utopian visions of a free 
and communist world order led by the peoples of Asia. Aided by the new technologies of cheap printing 
presses and international travel, they built clandestine webs of resistance from imperial capitals to the 
front lines of insurgency that stretched from Calcutta and Bombay to Batavia, Hanoi, and Shanghai. 
Tim Harper takes us into the heart of this shadowy world by following the interconnected lives of the 
most remarkable of these Marxists, anarchists, and nationalists, including the Bengali radical M. N. 
Roy, the iconic Vietnamese leader Ho Chi Minh, and the enigmatic Indonesian communist Tan Malaka. 
He recreates the extraordinary milieu of stowaways, false identities, secret codes, cheap firearms, 
and conspiracies in which they worked. He shows how they fought with subterfuge, violence, and 
persuasion, all the while struggling to stay one step ahead of imperial authorities. Undergound Asia 
shows for the first time how Asia’s national liberation movements crucially depended on global action. 
And it reveals how the consequences of the revolutionaries’ struggle, for better or worse, shape Asia’s 
destiny to this day.

Ashraf Ali Thanawi



Historical Perspectives on Contemporary East Asiaaddresses provocative themes concerning the 
experience of particular nations and of East Asia as a whole. It explores the turbulent process of 
integrating Asian societies and political systems into a global order dominated by the West over the past 
two centuries. The authors show that important changes were already underway before the western 
advance, which had their own internal logic and staying power. They describe how people in China, 
Japan, and Korea redefined and defended indigenous "traditions" even as they disagreed over what 
these traditions were and how to transform them. They make it clear that nationalism was a powerful 
motivating force in the modern development of these countries, but they stress that a wide variety of 
nationalisms emerged and collided in the dramatic history of modern Asia.

Underground Asia

What role does, and should, legal, political, and constitutional norms play in constraining emergency 
powers, in Asia and beyond.

Historical Perspectives on Contemporary East Asia

Shah uncovers the complex interaction between constitutional law, religion and politics in three key 
plural societies in Asia.

Emergency Powers in Asia

This comprehensive Dictionary provides descriptive and analytical coverage of the turbulent political 
history and striking changes which have occurred both regionally and in key countries since the end 
of the Second World War. Substantially rewritten to take into account the dramatic political events and 
developments since 1995, the third edition of this acclaimed Dictionary will provide non-specialists and 
specialists alike with an essential resource on this constantly changing and volatile region. Including 
new entries, updated country profiles on Indonesia, Malaysia and Cambodia and a revised reading 
list, leading authority and commentator on this rapidly developing region Michael Leifer has brought 
this Dictionary fully up-to-date. Changes in government, the rise of new leaders and the knock-on 
effect on economy and society are covered including: the death of key figures such as Pol Pot and the 
rise of a new generation of leaders, dramatic changes of government in Indonesia, Thailand and the 
Philippines and elections in Malaysia. Countries covered include Brunei, Burma (Myanmar),Cambodia 
(Kampuchea), Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Key 
features include: * Individual entries provide detailed information and authoritative commentary on the 
central figures, political parties and organizations, political systems and structures, major events and 
key documents. * For each state covered, an extended narrative analyses its recent history and political 
and social development. * Extensive cross-referencing and a subject index lead the reader to the vital 
material. * Subject bibliographies refer researchers to source and secondary matter.

Encyclopedia of Modern Asia :: China-Ind to Hyogo

A comprehensive diplomatic and military history of the Russian conquest of Central Asia, spanning the 
whole of the nineteenth century.

Constitutions, Religion and Politics in Asia

“Helps to articulate those pressing strategic questions necessary in formulating�and executing�American 
strategy in this critical part of the world.” �Military Review Some of the United States’ greatest challenges 
over the coming decades are likely to emanate from the Asia-Pacific region, with China’s and India’s 
rise and the persistence of militant Islam in parts of South and Central Asia, and the threat of nuclear 
proliferation continuing in fits and starts. If America is to meet these challenges comprehensively, 
strategists will have to learn more about Asia, and Asian scholars, policymakers, and analysts will 
need to understand better the enduring and timeless principles of strategy. Based on the premise 
therefore that the increasing strategic weight of the Asia-Pacific region warrants greater attention from 
both scholars and practitioners alike, Strategy in Asia: The Past, Present, and Future of Regional 
Security aims to marry the fields of strategic studies and Asian studies in order to help academics and 
practitioners to begin addressing these challenges. The book uses the lenses of geography, culture, 
and economics to examine in depth the strategic context that Asia presents to the major nations of 
the region—including the U.S. as a Pacific nation—and the strategic scenarios that may well play out 
in the region in the future. Specific attention is paid to Asia as a warfighting environment, and to the 



warfighting traditions and current postures of the major nations. “Opens windows into the key lenses 
of strategic studies namely, history, geography and politics, and secondarily, culture and economics.” 
—Asian Politics and Policy

Quotations from Chairman Mao Tsetung

China and Japan have cultural and political connections that stretch back 1,500 years. But today they 
need to reset their strained relationship. Ezra Vogel underscores the need for Japan to offer a thorough 
apology for its atrocities during WWII, but he also urges China to recognize Japan as a potential vital 
partner in the region.

Dictionary of the Modern Politics of Southeast Asia

Soon after the American Revolution, ?certain of the founders began to recognize the strategic signif-
icance of Asia and the Pacific and the vast material and cultural resources at stake there. Over the 
coming generations, the United States continued to ask how best to expand trade with the region and 
whether to partner with China, at the center of the continent, or Japan, looking toward the Pacific. Where 
should the United States draw its defensive line, and how should it export democratic principles? In a 
history that spans the eighteenth century to the present, Michael J. Green follows the development of 
U.S. strategic thinking toward East Asia, identifying recurring themes in American statecraft that reflect 
the nation's political philosophy and material realities. Drawing on archives, interviews, and his own 
experience in the Pentagon and White House, Green finds one overarching concern driving U.S. policy 
toward East Asia: a fear that a rival power might use the Pacific to isolate and threaten the United States 
and prevent the ocean from becoming a conduit for the westward free flow of trade, values, and forward 
defense. By More Than Providence works through these problems from the perspective of history's 
major strategists and statesmen, from Thomas Jefferson to Alfred Thayer Mahan and Henry Kissinger. 
It records the fate of their ideas as they collided with the realities of the Far East and adds clarity to 
America's stakes in the region, especially when compared with those of Europe and the Middle East.

The Russian Conquest of Central Asia

This compact, insightful book offers an up-to-the-minute guide to understanding the evolution of mar-
itime territorial disputes in East Asia, exploring their legal, political-security and economic dimensions 
against the backdrop of a brewing Sino-American rivalry for hegemony in the Asia-Pacific region. It 
traces the decades-long evolution of Sino-American relations in Asia, and how this pivotal relationship 
has been central to prosperity and stability in one of the most dynamics regions of the world. It also looks 
at how middle powers – from Japan and Australia to India and South Korea – have joined the fray, trying 
to shape the trajectory of the territorial disputes in the Western Pacific, which can, in turn, alter the future 
of Asia – and ignite an international war that could re-configure the global order. The book examines 
how the maritime disputes have become a litmus test of China’s rise, whether it has and will be peaceful 
or not, and how smaller powers such as Vietnam and the Philippines have been resisting Beijing’s 
territorial ambitions. Drawing on extensive discussions and interviews with experts and policy-makers 
across the Asia-Pacific region, the book highlights the growing geopolitical significance of the East 
and South China Sea disputes to the future of Asia – providing insights into how the so-called Pacific 
century will shape up.

Strategy in Asia

This book is intended for policy-makers, academics and students of development studies, area studies, 
political economy, geography and political science. Three of the best global performers in terms of 
economic growth are authoritarian states led by communist parties. The ‘socialist market economy’ 
model employed in China, Vietnam and Laos performs better than the economic systems in countries 
at a similar level of income per capita on a wide range of development indicators, yet market reforms 
and governance failures have led to highly unequal societies and significant environmental problems. 
This book presents the first comparative study of development in these three countries. Written by 
country experts and scholars of development studies, it explores the ongoing quest for market versus 
state within their model, and the coherence of their development. Chapter 5 is available open access 
under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License via link.springer.com.

China and Japan



Food was a critical front in the Cold War battle for Asia. “Where Communism goes, hunger follows” was 
the slogan of American nation builders who fanned out into the countryside to divert rivers, remodel 
villages, and introduce tractors, chemicals, and genes to multiply the crops consumed by millions. This 
“green revolution” has been credited with averting Malthusian famines, saving billions of lives, and 
jump-starting Asia’s economic revival. Bono and Bill Gates hail it as a model for revitalizing Africa’s 
economy. But this tale of science triumphant conceals a half century of political struggle from the Afghan 
highlands to the rice paddies of the Mekong Delta, a campaign to transform rural societies by changing 
the way people eat and grow food. The ambition to lead Asia into an age of plenty grew alongside 
development theories that targeted hunger as a root cause of war. Scientific agriculture was an 
instrument for molding peasants into citizens with modern attitudes, loyalties, and reproductive habits. 
But food policies were as contested then as they are today. While Kennedy and Johnson envisioned 
Kansas-style agribusiness guarded by strategic hamlets, Indira Gandhi, Marcos, and Suharto inscribed 
their own visions of progress onto the land. Out of this campaign, the costliest and most sustained 
effort for development ever undertaken, emerged the struggles for resources and identity that define 
the region today. As Obama revives the lost arts of Keynesianism and counter-insurgency, the history 
of these colossal projects reveals bitter and important lessons for today’s missions to feed a hungry 
world.

By More Than Providence

In 1920 the League of Nations Advisory Committee on the Traffic in Opium and Other Dangerous 
Drugs captured eight decades of political turmoil over opium trafficking. Steffen Rimner shows how 
local protests crossed imperial, national, and colonial boundaries to harness naming and shaming in 
international politics—a deterrent that continues today.

Asia's New Battlefield

In the final volume of Asia Inside Out, a stellar interdisciplinary team of scholars shows the ways that 
itinerant groups criss-crossing the continent have transformed their culture and surroundings. Going 
beyond time and place, which animated the first two books, this third one looks at human beings on 
the move.

The Socialist Market Economy in Asia

The past two decades since the end of the Cold War have been years of remarkable change and 
transformation for Southeast Asia. Long seen as an arena for superpower rivalry, Southeast Asia 
is increasingly coming into its own by locating itself at the forefront of regional integration initiatives 
that involve not only the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, but major external powers such 
as the United States, China, India, Japan, and Australia as well. At the same time, the past two 
decades has seen the revival of old animosities as well as the emergence of new security challenges 
confronting the region. Old animosities include unresolved territorial disputes, while new challenges 
range from regional and global financial crises, terrorism, and pandemics. Significant changes within 
the ten Southeast Asian countries covered in this book have also transpired that have affected not 
only the complexion of domestic politics, but have also impacted regional diplomacy as well, such as 
the creation of potentially the eleventh "Southeast Asian" country – Timor Leste. Extensively updated 
and revised in light of these changes and developments, this fourth edition of Dictionary of the Modern 
Politics of Southeast Asia contains profiles of each Southeast Asian country. Following this, it provides 
more than 450 alphabetically arranged individual entries providing detailed accounts and analyses on 
major episodes and treaties, political parties and institutions, civil society movements, and regional and 
international organizations. Biographies of significant political leaders and personalities, both past and 
present, are also provided. Entries are comprehensively cross-referenced, and an index by country 
directs readers to all entries concerning a particular country. The Dictionary also includes an extensive 
bibliography that serves as a guide to further reading. It is an essential reference tool for all scholars 
and students of Asian politics and international affairs, and a vital resource for journalists, diplomats, 
policy-makers, and others with an interest in the region.

The Hungry World

A brilliant narrative history tracing today’s troubles back to the grandiose imperial overreach of Great 
Britain and the United States. Kingmakers is the gripping story of how the modern Middle East came to 
be, as told through the lives of the Britons and Americans who shaped it. Some are famous (Lawrence 



of Arabia and Gertrude Bell); others infamous (Harry St. John Philby, father of Kim); some forgotten 
(Sir Mark Sykes, Israel’s godfather, and A. T. Wilson, the territorial creator of Iraq). All helped enthrone 
rulers in a region whose very name is an Anglo-American invention. The aim of this engrossing 
character-driven narrative is to restore to life the colorful figures who gave us the Middle East in which 
Americans are enmeshed today.

Opium’s Long Shadow

To convey modern China’s history and the forces driving its economic success, rail has no equal. 
From warlordism to Cultural Revolution, railroads suffered the country’s ills but persisted because they 
were exemplary institutions. Elisabeth Köll shows why they remain essential to the PRC’s technocratic 
economic model for China’s future.

Asia Inside Out

Research on the family has expanded considerably across Asia but studies tend to be fragmented, 
focusing on narrow issues within limited areas (cities, towns, small communities) and may not be 
accessible to international readers. These limitations make it difficult for researchers, students, policy 
makers, and practitioners to obtain the information they need. The Routledge Handbook of Families in 
Asia fills that gap by providing a current and comprehensive analysis of Asian families by a wide range of 
experts in a single publication. The thirty-two chapters of this comparative and multi-disciplinary volume 
are organized into nine major themes: conceptual approaches, methodological issues, family life in the 
context of culture, family relationships across the family life cycle, issues of work and income, stress 
and conflict, family diversity, family policy and laws, and environmental setting of homes. Each chapter 
examines family life across Asian countries, studying cultural similarities and differences and exploring 
how families are changing and what trends are likely to develop in the future. To provide a fruitful 
learning experience for the reader, each chapter offers examples, relevant data, and a comprehensive 
list of references. Offering a complete interdisciplinary overview of families in Asia, the Handbook will 
be of interest to students, academics, policy makers and practitioners across the disciplines of Asian 
Studies, Sociology, Demography, Social Work, Law, Social Policy, Anthropology, Geography, Public 
Health and Architecture.

Dictionary of the Modern Politics of Southeast Asia

What is the kimono? Everyday garment? Art object? Symbol of Japan? As this book shows, the kimono 
has served all of these roles, its meaning changing across time and with the perspective of the wearer 
or viewer. Kimono: A Modern History begins by exposing the seventeenth- and eighteenth-century 
foundations of the modern kimono fashion industry. It explores the crossover between ‘art’ and ‘fashion’ 
in this period at the hands of famous Japanese painters who worked with clothing pattern books and 
painted directly onto garments. With Japan’s exposure to Western fashion in the nineteenth century, and 
Westerners’ exposure to Japanese modes of dress and design, the kimono took on new associations 
and came to symbolize an exotic culture and an alluring female form. In the aftermath of the Second 
World War, the kimono industry was sustained through government support. The line between fashion 
and art became blurred as kimonos produced by famous designers were collected for their beauty and 
displayed in museums, rather than being worn as clothing. Today, the kimono has once again taken 
on new dimensions, as the Internet and social media proliferate images of the kimono as a versatile 
garment to be integrated into a range of individual styles. Kimono: A Modern History, the inspiration 
for a major exhibition at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York,not only tells the story of a 
distinctive garment’s ever-changing functions and image, but provides a novel perspective on Japan’s 
modernization and encounter with the West.

Kingmakers: The Invention of the Modern Middle East

It is generally accepted in the West that Buddhism is a 'peaceful' religion. This volume demolishes 
this stereotype, and produces instead a coherent account of the modern Buddhist attitudes towards 
violence and warfare, which take into consideration both doctrinal logic of Buddhism and the socio-po-
litical situation in Asian Buddhist societies. The chapters in this book offer a deep analysis of 'Buddhist 
militarism' and Buddhist attitudes towards violence, grounded in an awareness of Buddhist doctrines 
and the recent history of nationalism. The international team of contributors includes scholars from 
Thailand, Japan, and Korea.



Railroads and the Transformation of China

Singapore gained independence in 1965, a city-state in a world of nation-states. Yet its long and com-
plex history reaches much farther back. Blending modernity and tradition, ideologies and ethnicities, 
a peculiar set of factors make Singapore what it is today. In this thematic study of the island nation, 
Michael D. Barr proposes a new approach to understand this development. From the pre-colonial period 
through to the modern day, he traces the idea, the politics and the geography of Singapore over five 
centuries of rich history. In doing so he rejects the official narrative of the so-called 'Singapore Story'. 
Drawing on in-depth archival work and oral histories, Singapore: A Modern History is a work both 
for students of the country's history and politics, but also for any reader seeking to engage with this 
enigmatic and vastly successful nation.

The Making of Modern South-East Asia: The European conquest

This is a 3-volume set of oversize books that span the continent of Asia. Ancient and beautiful traditions 
in Asia that are rapidly disappearing are recorded here in 9,000 images on 1,000 pages. The author 
has visited 35 countries in Asia and has travelled to the end of the road in its most remote places 
to capture the costumes, architecture, festivals, and lifestyles that are vanishing. The diverse cultures 
range from Turkey in the west to Japan in the east, from Siberia in the north to Indonesia in the south, 
and everything in between. Volume 1 covers West Asia, Volume 2 Central Asia, and Volume 3 East Asia. 
Every one of its 1,000 pages is uniquely designed, and every one of its 9,000 images is captioned. This 
is an ambitious and extreme passion project that the author/photographer has worked on for 49 years. 
Many of the scenes depicted in the book are now gone from the world, and others are becoming rarer 
by the day. There is no other book like it.

Routledge Handbook of Families in Asia

The Wars for Asia, 1911–1949 shows that the Western treatment of World War II, the Second 
Sino-Japanese War and the Chinese Civil War as separate events misrepresents their overlapping 
connections and causes. The Chinese Civil War precipitated a long regional war between China and 
Japan that went global in 1941 when the Chinese found themselves fighting a civil war within a regional 
war within an overarching global war. The global war that consumed Western attentions resulted from 
Japan's peripheral strategy to cut foreign aid to China by attacking Pearl Harbour and Western interests 
throughout the Pacific in 1941. S. C. M. Paine emphasizes the fears and ambitions of Japan, China 
and Russia, and the pivotal decisions that set them on a collision course in the 1920s and 1930s. The 
resulting wars together yielded a viscerally anti-Japanese and unified Communist China, the still-angry 
rising power of the early twenty-first century.

Modern Asia

This study, Asia 2050: Realizing the Asian Century, is aimed at key opinion makers to foster debate 
on a vision of and strategy for Asia's potentially historic rise among the global community of nations 
between now and 2050. It offers a long-term perspective of the Asia region as a whole as opposed to 
the more common approach that delivers a short- to medium-term perspective of selected countries, 
subregions or issues.

Kimono

"Focusing on the geographies between the Mekong and the Indus, this book brings objects to the 
centre of enquiry in the understanding of modern Asian frontiers. It explores how a range of objects 
has historically been significant bearers and agents of frontier making. For instance, how are objects 
connected to aspects of state making, social change, everyday life, diplomacy, political and ecological 
worlds, capital, forms of violence, resistances, circulations, and aesthetic expressions? The book seeks 
to interrogate and understand the dynamism of frontiers from the vantage point of objects such as salt, 
rubber, tea, guns, silk scarves, horses, and opium. It attempts to explore objects as sites of encounter, 
mediation or dislocation between the social and the spatial. The book not only locates objects in the 
specificities of frontier spaces, but it also looks at how they are produced, circulated and come to be 
intricately linked to a wide range of people, institutions, networks and geographies. In the process, it 
explores how objects traverse and come to inhabit multiple historical, cultural and geographical scales. 
This book will be of interest to researchers and academics working in areas of history, social and cultural 



anthropology, Asian studies, frontiers and borderland studies, cultural studies, political and economic 
studies, and museum studies"--

Buddhism and Violence

This book tells the story of Burma's financial system - of its banks, moneylenders and 'microfinanciers' 
- from colonial times to the present day. It argues that Burma's financial system matters, and that the 
careful study of this system can tell us something more general about Burma - not least about how the 
richest country in Southeast Asia at the dawn of the twentieth century, became the poorest at the dawn 
of the twenty-first. While financial systems and institutions matter in all countries, Turnell argues that 
they especially count in Burma as events in the financial and monetary sphere have been unusually, 
spectacularly, prominent in Burma's turbulent modern history. The story of Burma's financial system 
and its players is one that has shaped the country. It is a dramatic story of interest beyond the confines 
of economics and development studies.

Singapore

"Burma has often been portrayed as a timeless place, a country of egalitarian Buddhist villages, ruled 
successively by autocratic kings, British colonialists and, most recently, a military dictatorship. The 
Making of Modern Burma argues instead that many aspects of Burmese society today, from the borders 
of the state to the social structure of the countryside to the very notion of a Burmese or Burman 
identity, are largely the creations of the nineteenth century, a period of great change, away from the 
Ava-based polity of early modern times, and towards the 'British Burma' of the 1900s. The book provides 
a sophisticated and much-needed account of the period, and as such will be an important resource 
for policy-makers and students as a basis for understanding contemporary politics and the challenges 
of the modern state. It will also be read by historians interested in the British colonial expansion of the 
nineteenth century."--BOOK JACKET.

Vanishing Asia

The Handbook on Gender in Asia critically examines, through a gender perspective, five broad themes 
of significance to Asia: the ‘Theory and Practice’ of researching in Asia; ‘Gender, Ageing and Health’; 
‘Gender and Labour’; ‘Gendered Migrations and Mobilities’; and ‘Gender at the Margins’. With each 
chapter providing an overview of the key intellectual developments on the issue under discussion, as 
well as empirical examples to examine how the Asian case sheds light on these debates, this collection 
will be an invaluable reference for scholars of gender and Asia.

The Wars for Asia, 1911–1949

Asia 2050
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