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Machiavelli: The Prince

Professor Skinner presents a lucid analysis of Machiavelli's text as a response to the world of Florentine 
politics.

Machiavelli

Il Principe (The Prince) is a political treatise by the Florentine public servant and political theorist 
Niccolò Machiavelli. Originally called De Principatibus (About Principalities), it was written in 1513, but 
not published until 1532, five years after Machiavelli's death. The treatise is not representative of the 
work published during his lifetime, but it is the most remembered, and the work responsible for bringing 
"Machiavellian" into wide usage as a pejorative term. It has also been suggested by some critics that 
the piece is, in fact, a satire.

Machiavelli: The Prince

Fully updated for the first time after thirty years, this new edition includes a thoroughly revised 
introduction by Quentin Skinner.

Niccolò Machiavelli's The Prince

The Prince embodies a series of vital issues, including power and morality, history and human nature, 
language and meaning, gender and government. It is these issues which the essays in this volume 
debate and explore from a variety of perspectives, from the original responses through to feminist and 
deconstructive approaches.

Machiavelli’s Prince



One of the high-points of Italian Renaissance humanism, Machiavelli’s The Prince immediately tran-
scended the time and culture from which it had sprung, circulating throughout Europe and paving the 
road to an astonishing variety of discussions on power and liberty for centuries to come. Indeed, one 
could hardly think of a literary work whose reception has been more controversial and arguably more 
crucial to the fashioning of modernity. This volume gathers together the proceedings of a conference 
held in Oxford, in November 2013, to mark the 500th anniversary of the composition of The Prince. 
It explores pivotal aspects of the text’s complex identity, focusing on three interrelated areas: 1. The 
Prince’s own ways of appropriating ancient and modern traditions of political thought and ethics; 2. the 
textual history and interpretive details of the work; 3. translations of the treatise into foreign languages 
(including English and other translations), with their cultural adaptations and reconceptualizations of 
the original. All chapters offer highly original insights by leading experts on The Prince, shedding light on 
hitherto neglected topics and locating Machiavelli’s masterpiece in an intriguing network of intersecting 
perspectives.

The Cambridge Companion to Machiavelli

Niccolò Machiavelli (1469–1527) is the most famous and controversial figure in the history of political 
thought and one of the iconic names of the Renaissance. The Cambridge Companion to Machiavelli 
brings together sixteen original essays by leading experts, covering his life, his career in Florentine 
government, his reaction to the dramatic changes that affected Florence and Italy in his lifetime, 
and the most prominent themes of his thought, including the founding, evolution, and corruption 
of republics and principalities, class conflict, liberty, arms, religion, ethics, rhetoric, gender, and the 
Renaissance dialogue with antiquity. In his own time Machiavelli was recognized as an original 
thinker who provocatively challenged conventional wisdom. With penetrating analyses of The Prince, 
Discourses on Livy, Art of War, Florentine Histories, and his plays and poetry, this book offers a vivid 
portrait of this extraordinary thinker as well as assessments of his place in Western thought since the 
Renaissance.

Machiavelli

Niccolo Machiavelli taught that political leaders must be prepared to do evil so that good may come 
of it, and his name has been a byword ever since for duplicity and immorality. Is his sinister reputation 
deserved? In answering this question Quentin Skinner traces the course of Machiavelli's adult life, from 
his time as Second Chancellor of the Florentine republic, during which he met with kings, the pope, and 
the Holy Roman Emperor; to the fall of the republic in 1512; to his death in 1527. It was after the fall of 
the Republic that Machiavelli composed his main political works: The Prince, the Discourses, and The 
History of Florence. In this second edition of his Very Short Introduction Skinner includes new material 
on The Prince, showing how Machiavelli developed his neo-classical political theory, through engaging 
in continual dialogue with the ancient Roman moralists and historians, especially Cicero and Livy. The 
aim of political leaders, Machiavelli argues, should be to act virtuously so far as possible, but to stand 
ready 'to be not good' when this course of action is dictated by necessity. Exploring the pivotal concept 
of princely virtu to be found in classical and Renaissance humanist texts, Skinner brings new light to 
Machiavelli's philosophy of a willingness to do whatever may be necessary - whether moral or otherwise 
-to maintain a position of power. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford 
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books 
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, 
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Niccolò Machiavelli

This volume is an attempt to rethink Niccol Machiavelli, one of the most challenging political thinkers in 
the history of European political thought. In 2013, we will mark 500 years since Machiavelli wrote his 
puzzling letter to Lorenzo deOCO Medici, Il Principe . This book is an endeavor to cover some of the 
most complex aspects of MachiavelliOCOs life and work."

The Cambridge History of Political Thought 1450-1700

This book, first published in 1992, presents a comprehensive scholarly account of the development of 
European political thinking through the Renaissance and the reformation to the 'scientific revolution' and 
political upheavals of the seventeenth century. It is written by a highly distinguished team of contributors.



Machiavelli Then and Now

Explores Machiavelli's intellectual engagement with human affairs in a wide triple perspective of history, 
politics and literature.

The Prince

Machiavelli's highly influential treatise on political power The Prince shocked Europe on publication 
with its advocacy of ruthless tactics for gaining absolute power and its abandonment of conventional 
morality. Niccoló Machiavelli drew on his own experience of office under the turbulent Florentine 
republic, rejecting traditional values of political theory and recognizing the complicated, transient nature 
of political life. Concerned not with lofty ideal but with a regime that would last, The Prince has become 
the bible of realpolitik, and it still retains its power to alarm and to instruct. In this edition, Machiavelli's 
tough-minded and pragmatic Italian is preserved in George Bull's clear, unambiguous translation. 
For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the 
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of 
the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide 
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary 
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

Botero: The Reason of State

This highly influential anti-Machiavellian text is an important primary source for the understanding of 
early modern political thought.

The Prince

"The Prince" is a political treatise by Machiavelli that is not considered to be representative of the work 
published during his lifetime, but is the most remembered. The theories in this book describe methods 
that an aspiring prince can use to acquire the throne, or an existing prince can use to maintain his reign. 
These theories include defense and military, perceived reputation, generosity, cruelty versus mercy, 
gaining honors, fortune and a number of other discourses.

The Prince

The book has been variously described as the first to analyse the role of the political elite; as the 
one which established the independence of politics from theology; as an early formulation of the 
political 'myth' required to galvanize apolitical masses into revolutionary action; as a practical rule-book 
containing timeless precepts for the diplomat; and, most frequently, as the handbook of evil. Based 
upon Machiavelli's first-hand experience as an emissary of the Florentine Republic to the courts of 
Europe, The Prince analyses the often violent means by which political power is seized and retained, 
and the circumstances in which it is lost. Above all, it provides a remarkably uncompromising picture 
of the true nature of power, no matter in what era or by whom it is exercised.

The historical, political, and diplomatic writings of Niccolo Machiavelli, tr. by C.E. Detmold

Niccolo di Bernardo dei Machiavelli (1469-1527) was an Italian political philosopher, musician, poet, 
and romantic comedic playwright. He is a figure of the Italian Renaissance and a central figure of its 
political component, most widely known for his treatises on realist political theory -The Prince (1513)- 
on the one hand and republicanism -Discourses on Livy (1512-1517)- on the other.

History of Florence and Of the Affairs Of Italy

A new translation of Thucydides, a foundational text in the history of Western political thought, with 
extensive student reference material.

Thucydides

Throughout his life, Niccolò Machiavelli was deeply invested in Florentine culture and politics. More 
than any other priority, his overriding central concerns, informed by his understanding of his city's 
history, were the present and future strength and independence of Florence. This volume highlights 
and explores this underappreciated aspect of Machiavelli's intellectual preoccupations. Transcending 
a narrow emphasis on his two most famous works of political thought, The Prince and the Discourses 



on Livy, Mark Jurdjevic and Meredith K. Ray instead present a wide sample of the many genres in 
which he wrote—not only political theory but also letters, poetry, plays, comedy, and, most substantially, 
history. Throughout his writing, the city of Florence was at the same time his principal subject and his 
principal context. Florentine culture and history structured his mental landscape, determined his idiom, 
underpinned his politics, and endowed everything he wrote with urgency and purpose. The Florentine 
particulars in Machiavelli's writing reveal aspects of his psyche, politics, and life that are little known 
outside of specialist circles—particularly his optimism and idealism, his warmth and humor, his capacity 
for affection and loyalty, and his stubborn, enduring republicanism. Machiavelli: Political, Historical, 
and Literary Writings has been carefully curated to reveal those crucial but lesser known aspects of 
Machiavelli's thought and to show how his major arguments evolved within a dynamic Florentine setting.

Machiavelli

This book offers a significant reinterpretation of the history of republican political thought and of Niccol- 
Machiavelli's place within it. It locates Machiavelli's political thought within enduring debates about the 
proper size of republics. From the sixteenth century onward, as states grew larger, it was believed 
only monarchies could govern large territories effectively. Republicanism was a form of government 
relegated to urban city-states, anachronisms in the new age of the territorial state. For centuries, history 
and theory were in agreement: constructing an extended republic was as futile as trying to square 
the circle; but then James Madison devised a compound representative republic that enabled popular 
government to take on renewed life in the modern era. This work argues that Machiavelli had his own 
Madisonian impulse and deserves to be recognized as the first modern political theorist to envision the 
possibility of a republic with a large population extending over a broad territory.

Machiavelli and the Modern State

Machiavelli's words are as timely today as they were when he first wrote them, more than 500 years 
ago. One of the most famous philosophical and political tracts ever created, "The Prince" maintains its 
power, influencing people around the world and in all walks of life. This new highlighted edition makes 
it even easier to glean knowledge, inspiration, and practical strategies from Machiavelli's masterwork: 
it features boldfaced phrases throughout that are especially relevant to today's lifestyle. Also, each 
chapter concludes with a finishing thought and enough room for readers to make their own personal 
notes and deeper interpretations. An introduction provides details of Machiavelli's eventful life, and 
examines his work in the context of the time he lived in. With "The Prince "as a guide, anyone can set 
off on the road to victory.

Machiavelli's the Prince

The Princeis the most controversial book about winning power - and holding on to it - ever written. 
Machiavelli's tough-minded, pragmatic argument that sometimes it is necessary to abandon ethics to 
succeed made his name notorious. Yet his book has been read by strategists, politicians and business 
people ever since as the ultimate guide to Realpolitik. How can a leader be strong and decisive, yet still 
inspire loyalty in his followers? How do you keep your enemies in check? Is it better to be feared than 
loved? When is it necessary to break the rules? This shrewd handbook on how power really works 
answers all these questions by examining regimes and their rulers over the world and throughout 
history, from Roman Emperors to Renaissance popes, from the savagely cruel Hannibal to the utterly 
devious Cesare Borgia. As a diplomat in turbulent fifteenth-century Florence, Machiavelli knew how 
quickly political fortunes could rise and fall. Ultimately concerned not with lofty moral ideals but with 
building a regime that would last, The Princerecognized that power is always up for grabs and that the 
key to success is to adapt to circumstances. Tim Parks's gripping contemporary translation delivers 
Machiavelli's no-nonsense original straight, making it as alarming and enlightening as when it was first 
written.

The Prince

How should rulers rule? What is the nature of power? These questions had already been asked when 
Niccolò Machiavelli wrote The Prince in 1513. But what made his thinking on the topic different was 
his ability to interpret evidence: to look at old issues and find new meaning within them. Many of 
Machiavelli’s contemporaries thought that God would make sure morality was rewarded. To these 
people, it was inevitable that ethical individuals would enjoy success in this world and attain paradise 
in the next. Machiavelli was not so sure. He used the evidence of history to prove that people who can 



lie, cheat and murder tend to succeed. Machiavelli concluded that three main factors affect a political 
leader’s success or failure. In doing so, he reached an entirely new understanding of the meaning of 
his evidence. Machiavelli argued that behaving in a moral way actually hinders a ruler. If everyone 
acted morally, he reasoned, then morals would not be a disadvantage. But in a world in which leaders 
are willing to be ruthless, a moral leader would make both themselves and their state vulnerable. 
Machiavelli’s novel interpretation posits that morals can make a leader hesitate, and this could cost 
them – and the citizens they are responsible for – everything.

An Analysis of Niccolo Machiavelli's The Prince

Beginning with a sustained analysis of Seneca's theory of monarchy in the treatise De clementia, in this 
text Peter Stacey traces the formative impact of ancient Roman political philosophy upon medieval and 
Renaissance thinking about princely government on the Italian peninsula from the time of Frederick 
II to the early modern period. Roman Monarchy and the Renaissance Prince offers a systematic 
reconstruction of the pre-humanist and humanist history of the genre of political reflection known as 
the mirror-for-princes tradition - a tradition which, as Stacey shows, is indebted to Seneca's speculum 
above all other classical accounts of the virtuous prince - and culminates with a comprehensive and 
controversial reading of the greatest work of renaissance political theory, Machiavelli's The Prince. Peter 
Stacey brings to light a story which has been lost from view in recent accounts of the Renaissance debt 
to classical antiquity, providing a radically revisionist account of the history of the Renaissance prince.

Roman Monarchy and the Renaissance Prince

Machiavelli saw history in general as a way to learn useful lessons from the past for the present, and 
also as a type of analysis which could be built upon, as long as each generation did not forget the works 
of the past. In "Discourses on Livy" Machiavelli discusses what can be learned from roman period and 
many other eras as well, including the politics of his lifetime. This is a work of political history and 
philosophy written in the early 16th. The title identifies the work's subject as the first ten books of Livy's 
Ab urbe condita, which relate the expansion of Rome through the end of the Third Samnite War in 293 
BC. Niccolò di Bernardo dei Machiavelli (1469 – 1527) was an Italian diplomat, politician, historian, 
philosopher, humanist, and writer. He has often been called the father of modern political science. He 
was for many years a senior official in the Florentine Republic, with responsibilities in diplomatic and 
military affairs. He served as a secretary to the Second Chancery of the Republic of Florence from 
1498 to 1512, when the Medici were out of power.He wrote his most well-known work The Prince in 
1513, having been exiled from city affairs.

Discourses on Livy

Original scholarly essays by leading philosophers, which bring to life Machiavelli’s lengthiest and most 
challenging work.

Machiavelli's Discourses on Livy: New Readings

The Education of a Christian Prince is a new student edition of Erasmus's crucial treatise on political 
theory. It contains a new, excerpted translation from his Panegyric, making it possible for the first time 
to compare two works which Erasmus himself regarded as closely related. The Education of a Christian 
Prince was published in 1516 and dedicated to Prince Charles, the future Emperor Charles V, and is one 
of the most influential books of the 'advice-to-princes' published in the Renaissance era. It is a strongly 
pacifist work in which Erasmus sought to ensure that the prince governed justly and benevolently. The 
importance of Erasmus's work lies in his emphasis on virtuous conduct as the backbone of the polity, 
an argument which has influenced political writing up to the present time. This edition also includes 
an original introduction, a chronology of the life and work of Erasmus, and a comprehensive guide to 
further reading.

Erasmus: The Education of a Christian Prince with the Panegyric for Archduke Philip of Austria

The New Oxford Shakespeare offers authoritative editions of Shakespeare's works with introductory 
materials designed to encourage new interpretations of the plays and poems.

The History of Florence



Machiavelli draws on his extensive historical knowledge and experience as a statesman to examine the 
reasons that Kings, Emperors, Dukes and governments have thrived or crumbled, while highlighting 
the principles that guided them. In each case Machiavelli suggests a set of principles that any leader 
would find difficult to follow, but impossible to ignore. The Prince has had a profound influence on 
political thought over the past 500 years, so much so that the term 'Machiavellian' is used to describe 
one who deceives and manipulates others. This is likely derived from Machiavelli's view that "it is often 
necessary to act against mercy, against faith, against humanity, against frankness, against religion, in 
order to preserve the state." Machiavelli continues to provide an understanding of how world leaders 
think, and why certain decisions are made. A must read for the politically inclined and those interested 
in world events and the affairs of state. This cloth-bound book includes a Victorian inspired dust-jacket, 
and is limited to 100 copies.

Henry IV Part I

In this work, which has survived only in manuscript form and in Italian, Gardiner analyses the great 
dynastic changes in England's past in order to provide Phillip II with a guide to ruling England and 
establishing a Catholic dynasty. He adapts historical example to practical political purposes with great 
subtlety, quoting at length (but without saying so) from Machiavelli to show that a new prince can 
rule England - if he eliminates those of royal blood and respects the laws and customs of his new 
possessions. This edition is a carefully edited text of the Italian and Professor Donaldson has provided 
an English translation and an introduction setting the treatise in its immediate historical context. 
Gardiner's work is perhaps the clearest example of an attempt to relate Machiavelli's political theories 
to practical political problems. Its publication will interest historians and students of politics as well 
as those with an interest in the influence of Machiavellianism as an important strand in European 
intellectual history.

The Florentine History Written by Niccolò Machiavelli

Written in the sixteenth century and almost immediately a subject of controversy, The Prince presents 
Machiavelli's advice to a ruler who would seek to maintain his power most effectively. Pragmatism 
and expediency are seen to be more important considerations than ethical ones, and a ruler must be 
prepared to take actions in the interest of public order that might conflict with purely private ethical 
concerns. A good ruler must avoid being hated by his subjects however. In The Art of War Machiavelli 
examines ancient military practices for their relevance to modern political issues, and asserts that 
military power is at the base of all civil order.With an Afterword by Oliver Francis.

The Prince: Annotated (100 Copy Limited Edition)

Machiavelli in the British Isles reassesses the impact of Machiavelli's The Prince in sixteenth-century 
England and Scotland through the analysis of early English translations produced before 1640, 
surviving in manuscript form. This study concentrates on two of the four extant sixteenth-century 
versions: William Fowler's Scottish translation and the Queen's College (Oxford) English translation, 
which has been hitherto overlooked by scholars. Alessandra Petrina begins with an overview of the 
circulation and readership of Machiavelli in early modern Britain before focusing on the eight surviving 
manuscripts. She reconstructs each manuscript's history and the afterlife of the translations before 
moving to a detailed examination of two of the translations. Petrina's investigation of William Fowler's 
translation takes into account his biography, in order to understand the Machiavellian influence on 
early modern political thought. Her study of the Queen's College translation analyses the manuscript's 
provenance as well as technical details including writing and paper quality. Importantly, this book 
includes annotated editions of both translations, which compare the texts with the original Italian 
versions as well as French and Latin versions. With this volume Petrina has compiled an important 
reference source, offering easy access to little-known translations and shedding light on a community 
of readers and scholars who were fascinated by Machiavelli, despite political or religious opinion.



A Machiavellian Treatise

In his introduction to this new translation by Russell Price, Professor Skinner presents a lucid analysis 
of Machiavelli's text as a response both to the world of Florentine politics, and as an attack on the 
advice-books for princes published by a number of his contemporaries. This new edition includes notes 
on the principal events in Machiavelli's life, and on the vocabulary of The Prince, as well as biographical 
notes on characters in the text.

History of Florence and of the Affairs of Italy

Machiavelli is history's most startling political commentator. Recent interpreters have minimised his 
originality, but this book restores his radicalism. Robert Black shows a clear development in Machiavel-
li's thought. In his most subversive works The Prince, the Discourses on Livy, The Ass and Mandragola 
he rejected the moral and political values inherited by the Renaissance from antiquity and the middle 
ages. These outrageous compositions were all written in mid-life, when Machiavelli was a political 
outcast in his native Florence. Later he was reconciled with the Florentine establishment, and as 
a result his final compositions including his famous Florentine Histories represent a return to more 
conventional norms. This lucid work is perfect for students of Medieval and Early Modern History, 
Renaissance Studies and Italian Literature, or anyone keen to learn more about one of history's most 
potent, influential and arresting writers.

The prince. Discourses on the first ten books of Titus Livius. Thoughts of a statesman

Exploring both the political and intellectual contexts within which Machiavelli's political vision was 
formed, Mikael Hornqvist stresses the classical and rhetorical character of Machiavelli's thought. 
He analyzes his preoccupation with glory and liberality in relation to the revival of Roman ideas 
of triumphalism. The result is a revealing account of the formation of Machiavelli's characteristic 
preoccupations.

The Prince and the Art of War

'Machiavelli's Legacy' situates Machiavelli in general and 'The Prince' in particular at the birth of moder-
nity. Joining the conversation with established Machiavelli scholars are political theorists, Americanists, 
and international relations scholars, ensuring a diversity of viewpoints and approaches

Machiavelli in the British Isles

Machiavelli
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