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Debunking Creation Myths About Americas Public Lands

#America's Public Lands #Public Land History #US Land Management #National Park Origins #Conservation Myths
Debunked

Explore the fascinating, often misunderstood, history of America's public lands by debunking common
creation myths. This piece uncovers the true stories behind their establishment, management, and the
evolution of US land conservation efforts, offering a clearer understanding of these treasured natural
spaces.
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This document is one of the most sought-after resources in digital libraries across the
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We provide you with the full version of Debunking Public Land Myths completely free of
charge.

Debunking Creation Myths about America's Public Lands

In recent times several "creation myths" have gained currency about how the United States government
came to own and manage--for broad, mostly protective purposes--nearly one-third of the nation's land.
Controversies such as President Trump's shrinking the boundaries of Grand Staircase Escalante and
Bears Ears National Monuments and the armed takeover of the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in
Oregon by a ragtag militia group protesting U.S. ownership have brought these myths to the forefront,
suggesting that public lands are a kind of centrifugal force driving Americans apart. Over the nation's
long history, however, the opposite has nearly always been the case. In this essay, John Leshy debunks
the myths that have contributed to the often polarized character of contemporary discussions of the
public lands. Recounting numerous episodes throughout American history, he demonstrates how public
lands have generally served to unify the country, not divide it. Steps to safeguard these lands for all
to enjoy have almost always enjoyed wide, deep, bipartisan support. Leshy argues that America's vast
public lands are priceless assets, a huge success story, and a credit to the workings of our national
government. But because these lands remain fully subject to the political process, each generation of
Americans must effectively decide upon their future. This lecture was presented on March 14, 2018, at
the 23rd annual symposium of the Wallace Stegner Center for Land, Resources and the Environment
at the S.J. Quinney College of Law, University of Utah

Making America's Public Lands

Throughout American history, “public lands” have been the subject of controversy, from homesteaders
settling the American west to ranchers who use the open range to promote free enterprise, to
wilderness activists who see these lands as wild places. This book shows how these controversies
intersect with critical issues of American history.

Public Lands in the Western US
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This volume examines social contentions regarding the use, conservation, development, and gover-
nance of public lands in the Western United States.

Our Common Ground

The little-known story of how the U.S. government came to hold nearly one-third of the nation’s land and
manage it primarily for recreation, education and conservation. “A much-needed chronicle of how the
American people decided—wisely and democratically—that nearly a third of the nation’s land surface
should remain in our collective ownership and be managed for our common good.”—Dayton Duncan,
author of The National Parks: America’s Best Idea America’s public lands include more than 600 million
acres of forests, plains, mountains, wetlands, deserts, and shorelines. In this book, John Leshy, a
leading expert in public lands policy, discusses the key political decisions that led to this, beginning
at the very founding of the nation. He traces the emergence of a bipartisan political consensus in
favor of the national government holding these vast land areas primarily for recreation, education, and
conservation of biodiversity and cultural resources. That consensus remains strong and continues to
shape American identity. Such a success story of the political system is a bright spot in an era of
cynicism about government. This book is essential reading for anyone who cares about public lands,
and it is particularly timely as the world grapples with the challenges of climate change and biodiversity
loss.

The Greater San Rafael Swell

This book offers the story of how citizens of a small county in the rural West - Emery County,
Utah--resolved perhaps the most volatile issue in the region - the future of public lands.

America's Public Lands

How it is that the United States—the country that cherishes the ideal of private property more than
any other in the world—has chosen to set aside nearly one-third of its land area as public lands?
Now in a fully revised and updated edition covering the first years of the Trump administration, Randall
Wilson considers this intriguing question, tracing the often-forgotten ideas of nature that have shaped
the evolution of America’s public land system. The result is a fresh and probing account of the most
pressing policy and management challenges facing national parks, forests, rangelands, and wildlife
refuges today. The author explores the dramatic story of the origins of the public domain, including
the century-long effort to sell off land and the subsequent emergence of a national conservation ideal.
Arguing that we cannot fully understand one type of public land without understanding its relation to the
rest of the system, he provides in-depth accounts of the different types of public lands. With chapters on
national parks, national forests, wildlife refuges, Bureau of Land Management lands, and wilderness
areas, Wilson examines key turning points and major policy debates for each land type, including recent
Trump Administration efforts to roll back environmental protections. He considers debates ranging from
national monument designations and bison management to gas and oil drilling, wildfire policy, the bark
beetle epidemic, and the future of roadless and wilderness conservation areas. His comprehensive
overview offers a chance to rethink our relationship with America’s public lands, including what it says
about the way we relate to, and value, nature in the United States.

This Contested Land

One woman'’s enlightening trek through the natural histories, cultural stories, and present perils

of thirteen national monuments, from Maine to Hawaii This land is your land. When it comes to
national monuments, the sentiment could hardly be more fraught. Gold Butte in Nevada, Organ
Mountains—Desert Peaks in New Mexico, Katahdin Woods and Waters in Maine, Cascade—Siskiyou
in Oregon and California: these are among the thirteen natural sites McKenzie Long visits in This
Contested Land, an eye-opening exploration of the stories these national monuments tell, the passions
they stir, and the controversies surrounding them today. Starting amid the fragrant sagebrush and red
dirt of Bears Ears National Monument on the eve of the Trump Administration’s decision to reduce
the site by 85 percent, Long climbs sandstone cliffs, is awed by Ancestral Pueblo cliff dwellings and
is intrigued by 4,000-year-old petroglyphs. She hikes through remote pink canyons recently removed
from the boundary of Grand Staircase—Escalante, skis to a backcountry hut in Maine to view a

truly dark night sky, snorkels in warm Hawaiian waters to plumb the meaning of marine preserves,
volunteers near the most contaminated nuclear site in the United States, and witnesses firsthand the



diverse forms of devotion evoked by the Rio Grande. In essays both contemplative and resonant, This
Contested Land confronts an unjust past and imagines a collaborative future that bears witness to
these regions’ enduring Indigenous connections. From hazardous climate change realities to volatile
tensions between economic development and environmental conservation, practical and philosophical
issues arise as Long seeks the complicated and often overlooked—or suppressed—stories of these
incomparable places. Her journey, mindfully undertaken and movingly described, emphasizes in clear
and urgent terms the unique significance of, and grave threats to, these contested lands.

Saints, Sinners, and Sovereign Citizens

Listed as one of the Reno News & Review's "New Books from Nevada Authors," December 29, 2021
The grazing rights battle between Nevada rancher Cliven Bundy and the federal government, resulting
in atense, armed standoff between Bundy'’s supporters and federal law enforcement officers, garnered
international media attention in 2014. Saints, Sinners, and Sovereign Citizens places the Bundy conflict
into the larger context of the Sagebrush Rebellion and the long struggle over the use of federal public
lands in the American West. Author John L. Smith skillfully captures the drama of the Bundy legal
tangle amid the current political climate. Although no shots were fired during the standoff itself, just
weeks later self-proclaimed Bundy supporters murdered two Las Vegas police officers and a civilian. In
Eastern Oregon, other Bundy supporters occupied the federal offices of the Malheur National Wildlife
Refuge, and one of them died in a hail of bullets. While examining the complex history of federal public
land policies, Smith exposes both sides of this story. He shows that there are passionate true believers
on opposite sides of the insurrection, along with government agents and politicians in Washington
complicit in efforts to control public lands for their wealthy allies and campaign contributors. With the
promise of billions of dollars in natural resource profits and vast tracts of environmentally sensitive lands
hanging in the balance, the West's latest range war is the most important in the nation’s history. This
masterful exposé raises serious questions about the fate of America’s public lands and the vehement
arguments that are framing the debate from all sides.

America's Public Lands

"This publication has been prepared by the Public Lands Foundation to define and clarify the status of
federal public lands in America and to answer questions people pose [about public lands] on a daily
basis"--Page 3.

America's Public Lands

This book examines the historical, scientific, political, legal, and institutional developments that are
changing management priorities and policies - developments that compel us to view the public lands
as an integrated ecological entity and a key biodiversity stronghold. Arguing that we must integrate the
new imperatives of ecosystem science with our devolutionary political tendencies, the author outlines
a coherent new approach to natural resource policy for this century.

Keeping Faith with Nature

Dave Foreman tells the story of the increasingly harsh and bitter fight between two warring conservation
movements, vying over the fate of the last wild things in North America during the Twentieth Century.
He lays out our hard choice between a Twenty-first Century world wholly dominated by Man or one

where we not only save the last wild things, but also build upon growing rewilding efforts and networks.

The Great Conservation Divide

Takes a critical look at the federal government's management of U.S. public lands and calls for reforms.

This Land is Your Land

Grand Canyon For Sale is a carefully researched investigation of the precarious future of America's
public lands: our national parks, forests, wildlife refuges, monuments, and wildernesses. Taking the
Grand Canyon as its key example, and using on-the-ground reporting as well as science research, the
book makes plain that accelerating climate change will dislocate wildlife populations and vegetation
across hundreds of thousands of square miles of the national landscape. So what's the plan, as the next
phase of our political history begins? Consolidating protected areas and prioritizing natural systems
over mining, grazing, drilling and logging will be essential. But a growing political movement, well



financed and occasionally violent, is fighting to break up these federal lands and return them to state,
local, and private control. That scheme would foreclose the future for many wild species, which are
part of our irreplaceable natural heritage, and would lead directly to the ruin of our national parks
and forests. Grand Canyon For Sale is an excellent overview of the physical, biological, and political
challenges facing our national parks and U.S. public lands today.

Grand Canyon For Sale

A dynamic examination that traces the lives of two of the most influential figures—and their dueling
approaches—on America's natural landscape. John Muir, the most famous naturalist in American
history, protected Yosemite, co-founded the Sierra Club, and is sometimes called the Father of the
National Parks. A poor immigrant, self-taught, individualistic, and skeptical of institutions, his idealistic
belief in the spiritual benefits of holistic natural systems led him to a philosophy of preserving wilderness
unimpaired. Gifford Pinchot founded the U.S. Forest Service and advised his friend Theodore Roosevelt
on environmental policy. Raised in wealth, educated in privilege, and interested in how institutions
and community can overcome failures in individual virtue, Pinchot’s pragmatic belief in professional
management led him to a philosophy of sustainably conserving natural resources. When these rivaling
perspectives meet, what happens? For decades, the story of their relationship has been told as a
split between the conservation and preservation philosophies, sparked by a proposal to dam a remote
Yosemite valley called Hetch Hetchy. But a decade before that argument, Muir and Pinchot camped
together alongside Montana’s jewel-like Lake McDonald in, which was at the heart of a region not yet
consecrated as Glacier National Park. At stake in 1896 was the new idea that some landscapes should
be collectively, permanently owned by a democratic government. Although many people today think
of public lands as an American birthright, their very existence was then in doubt, and dependent on

a merger of the talents of these two men. Natural Rivals examines a time of environmental threat and
political dysfunction not unlike our own, and reveals the complex dynamic that gave birth to America's
rich public lands legacy.

Natural Rivals

National parks are widely revered as “America’s best idea”—they are abundantly popular and re-
markably noncontroversial in the United States. American presidents use these parks to stake their
claims to environmentalism, assert a singular national history, and define a unified national identity,
often doing so inside the parks themselves. However, the establishment and history of almost every
national park has been riddled with conflict over competing claims to land, knowledge, and economic
interests. Like any major area of public policy, the fissures present in debates over the national parks
also represent important fracture lines in the public understanding of the meaning of America and

of individual claims to citizenship. The park system, in other words, does a lot of political work for
both presidents and the mass public, even though much of that work goes largely unnoticed. This
book explores that political work by addressing themes of national origins and the dispossession of
Indigenous peoples; monuments to the national past, heritage, and the assertion of a national narrative;
environmentalism and natural resources; and exploitation of the national landscape for economic gain.
In For the Enjoyment of the People, Mary Stuckey looks at the politics of the parks as well as what
the parks can teach us about citizenship and what it means to be American. Stuckey asserts that
through the national parks we can hope to explain the past, clarify the present, and project the future.
Combining interdisciplinary conversations about tourism, public memory, national history, park history,
the presidency, and national identity, Stuckey contributes insightful ideas to the conversation on the
history of national parks while examining the natural, military, and patriotic nature of America’s best
idea.

For the Enjoyment of the People

Approximately 28% of the United States consists of Public Lands; that's equivalent to Germany 7 times
over. "[T]his 'public land' ... is available for all to use--to observe wildlife, camp, hunt, hike, fish, or bike
on. "Public lands ... are each managed with slightly different goals and priorities--some are primarily
for recreation (ATV riding, climbing, biking, hunting, and hiking) and wildlife conservation, and some
are for use by ranchers and miners. The key factor linking them together is that they are all available
for public use now, while also being managed for the long term so they can be experienced by unborn
generations." There are more visits to national parks every year than there are people in this country. Of
course, the same can likely be said of trips to McDonald's, but those are less healthy. From businessmen



to politicians to the radical fringe (think Clive Bundy), there are those who have felt public lands should
be sold off and become private property. These land-transfer ideas have become sadly quite common.
It is from opposition to these ideas that this book was born: "I decided | needed to do something. |
couldn't single-handedly stop a politician from writing a bill, or convince a president to stand up for our
parks and forests, but | could at least try to make sense of how we got here and share what I'd learned.
...l wasn't sure | was the most apt mouthpiece. ... My fresh eyes and outsider perspective might help
bring the issue to the larger world in a relatable way. ... [M]y stance on public lands was clear. | was
happy to stand side by side with anyone fighting on behalf of our public lands, no matter what other
differences we might have." Part memaoir, part history of public lands, at all times a cry to preserve the
wilderness. Plenty of fun animal encounters. A consistently interesting intelligent read.

Discover America'S Public Lands A Must-read For All Public-land Owners

Over 634 million acres of the United States - nearly a million square miles - are federally owned. These
American Lands is both a history and a celebration of that inheritance. First published in 1986, the book
was hailed by Wallace Stegner as "the only indispensable narrative history of the public lands." This
completely revised and updated edition is an unsurpassed resource for everyone who cares about,
visits, or works with public land in the United States. With over 75 pages of new material, the volume
covers: national parks national forests national resource lands wildlife refuges designated wildernesses
wild and scenic rivers Alaska lands national trails . Each chapter outlines the history of the unit of public
lands under discussion, clarifies the resource use and policy conflicts that are currently besetting it,
and provides a detailed agenda of management, expansion, and preservation goals.

These American Lands

In 1872 Yellowstone was established as a National Park. The name caught the public’s imagination and
by the close of the century, other National Parks had been declared, not only in the USA, but also in
Australia, Canada, and New Zealand. Yet as it has spread, the concept has evolved and diversified.
In the absence of any international controlling body, individual countries have been free to adapt the
concept for their own physical, social and economic environments. Some have established national
parks to protect scenery, others to protect ecosystems or wildlife. Tourism has also been a fundamental
component of the national parks concept from the beginning and predates ecological justifications for
national park establishment though it has been closely related to landscape conservation rationales at
the outset. Approaches to tourism and visitor management have varied. Some have stripped their parks
of signs of human settlement, while increasingly others are blending natural and cultural heritage, and
reflecting national identities. This edited volume explores in detail, the origins and multiple meanings of
National Parks and their relationship to tourism in a variety of national contexts. It consists of a series
of introductory overview chapters followed by case study chapters from around the world including
insights from the US, Canada, Australia, UK, Spain, France, Sweden, Indonesia, China and Southern
Africa. Taking a global comparative approach, this book examines how and why national parks have
spread and evolved, how they have been fashioned and used, and the integral role of tourism within
national parks. The volume’s focus on the long standing connection between tourism and national
parks; and the changing concept of national parks over time and space give the book a distinct niche
in the national parks and tourism literature. The volume is expected to contribute not only to tourism
and national park studies at the upper level undergraduate and graduate levels but also to courses

in international and comparative environmental history, conservation studies, and outdoor recreation
management.

Tourism and National Parks

To find more information about Rowman and Littlefield titles, please visit www.rowmanlittlefield.com.

America's Public Lands

Over 634 million acres of the United States -- nearly a million square miles -- are federally owned. These
American Lands is both a history and a celebration of that inheritance. First published in 1986, the book
was hailed by Wallace Stegner as "the only indispensable narrative history of the public lands." This
completely revised and updated edition is an unsurpassed resource for everyone who cares about,
visits, or works with public land in the United States. With over 75 pages of new material, the volume
covers: national parks national forests national resource lands wildlife refuges designated wildernesses
wild and scenic rivers Alaska lands national trails Each chapter outlines the history of the unit of public



lands under discussion, clarifies the resource use and policy conflicts that are currently besetting it,
and provides a detailed agenda of management, expansion, and preservation goals.

Western Public Lands

A complete look at America’s National Forests—their triumphs, challenges, controversies, and vital
programs—and the dedicated people who keep them alive.

These American Lands

Comparing data from national parks in several countries, William Lowry investigates how, and under
what conditions, governments can provide for future generations.

Our National Forests

"This book allows for multiple points of entry into the contentious discussion of the usage and protection
of America’s public lands. | unite four distinct perspectives from within the debate, using multi-page
spreads of photography and pull quotes to underscore moments of mutual agreement and overlap.

| utilized letterpress typography to reference the vernacular signage synonymous with the American
West"--Artist's website, viewed July 12, 2021.

Creation and Revision of National Park Boundaries

Geschiedenis van de Verenigde Staten als wereldmacht in het licht van de tanende invioed en
opkomend protectionisme van de afgelopen decennia.

Providing for the Purchase of Public Lands for Home and Other Sites

Universities are not only economic engines but societal ones. This book interrogates the embed-
dedness of Higher Education (HE) systems in national social contracts, and discusses how their
renegotiation is at play in the organisation of students’ access to universities. Structured around the
central concept of the social contract, the growing recognition of the role of HE in its implementation,
and regulations governing both individual and collective access, Higher Education in Societies: A
Multiscale Perspective, explores the shifting mission of HE over the years from one thought to produce
an elite to one of distributive justice by presenting research at the macro, meso and micro levels.

In bringing together researchers from different countries, continents, and disciplines to study the
same issue through a multiscale analysis, this book forms the starting line for further theoretical and
methodological debate on the value of weaving together different approaches to the study of HE,
including historical, comparative, sociological, organisational, institutional, quantitative, and qualitative.

Building on America's Best Idea

The Creation of Wealth and Poverty is a study of the means and ways by which wealth and poverty are
created in both developed and developing countries. It puts a particular emphasis on the role played by
economic policy in shaping the stratification of modern societies through specific programmes dealing
with issues of job creation, poverty and environmental degradation. This book is concerned with the
social effects of the ongoing crisis in finance, development and the environment. By focusing on the
political, legal and financial institutions that govern society and the economy, the book provides an
analysis of wealth and poverty from a historical perspective. It shows how economic and social policies
of the neoliberal model have led to a rise in unemployment, poverty and inequality and, therefore, made
societies more polarized. This volume will be of great interest to policymakers, academics and students
who study political economy, development economics and macroeconomics.

Preserving Public Lands for the Future

Masters Theses in the Pure and Applied Sciences was first conceived, published, and disseminated by
the Center for Information and Numerical Data Analysis and Synthesis (CINDAS)* at Purdue University
in 1957, starting its coverage of theses with the academic year 1955. Beginning with Volume 13, the
printing and dis semination phases of the activity were transferred to University Microfilms/Xerox of
Ann Arbor, Michigan, with the thought that such an arrangement would be more beneficial to the
academic and general scientific and technical community. After five years of this joint undertaking

we had concluded that it was in the interest of all concerned if the printing and distribution of the



volumes were handled by an international publishing house to assure improved service and broader
dissemination. Hence, starting with Volume 18, Masters Theses in the Pure and Applied Sciences has
been disseminated on a worldwide basis by Plenum Publishing Corporation of New York, and in the
same year the coverage was broadened to include Canadian universities. All back issues can also be
ordered from Plenum. We have reported in Volume 39 (thesis year 1994) a total of 13,953 thesis titles
from 21 Canadian and 159 United States universities. We are sure that this broader base for these
titles reported will greatly enhance the value of this impor tant annual reference work. While Volume
39 reports theses submitted in 1994, on occasion, certain uni versities do report theses submitted in
previous years but not reported at the time.

This Land was Our Land

Devised by individual ethnic leaders and spread through ethnic media, banquets, and rallies, these
myths were a response to being marginalized by the dominant group and a way of laying claim to a
legitimate home in America."--BOOK JACKET.

Empire in Retreat

This book examines ways in which formerly prosperous regions can renew their economy during and
after a period of industrial and economic recession. Using New York’s Capital Region (i.e., Albany, Troy,
Schenectady, etc.) as a case study, the authors show how entrepreneurship, innovation, investment in
education, research and political collaboration are critical to achieving regional success. In this way, the
book provides other regions and nations with a real-life model for successful economic development. In
the past half century, the United States and other nations have seen an economic decline of formerly
prosperous regions as a result of new technology and globalization. One of the hardest-hit United
States regions is Upstate New York or “the Capital Region”; it experienced a demoralizing hemorrhage
of manufacturing companies, jobs and people to other regions and countries. To combat this, the
region, with the help of state leaders, mounted a decades-long effort to renew and restore the region’s
economy with a particular focus on nanotechnology. As a result, New York’s Capital Region successfully
added thousands of well-paying, skill-intensive manufacturing jobs. New York’s success story serves
as a model for economic development for policy makers that includes major public investments in
educational institutions and research infrastructure; partnerships between academia, industry and
government; and creation of frameworks for intra-regional collaboration by business, government, and
academic actors. Featuring recommendations for best practices in regional development policy, this
book is appropriate for scholars, students, researchers and policy makers in regional development,
innovation, R&D policy, economic development and economic growth.

Higher Education in Societies

The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

The Creation of Wealth and Poverty

The myths and reality behind the state of Israel and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict—from “the most
eloquent writer on Palestinian history” (New Statesman) The outspoken and radical Israeli historian
llan Pappe examines the most contested ideas concerning the origins and identity of the contemporary
state of Israel. The “ten myths"—repeated endlessly in the media, enforced by the military, and accepted
without question by the world’s governments—reinforce the regional status quo and include: « Palestine
was an empty land at the time of the Balfour Declaration. « The Jews were a people without a land. ¢
There is no difference between Zionism and Judaism. « Zionism is not a colonial project of occupation. «
The Palestinians left their Homeland voluntarily in 1948. « The June 1967 War was a war of ‘No Choice’.
* Israel is the only Democracy in the Middle East. « The Oslo Mythologies * The Gaza Mythologies  The
Two-State Solution For students, activists, and anyone interested in better understanding the news, Ten
Myths About Israel is another groundbreaking study of the Israel-Palestine conflict from the author of
The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine.

Masters Theses in the Pure and Applied Sciences



How the asset--anything that can be controlled, traded, and capitalized as a revenue stream--has
become the primary basis of technoscientific capitalism. In this book, scholars from a range of
disciplines argue that the asset--meaning anything that can be controlled, traded, and capitalized as a
revenue stream--has become the primary basis of technoscientific capitalism. An asset can be an object
or an experience, a sum of money or a life form, a patent or a bodily function. A process of assetization
prevails, imposing investment and return as the key rationale, and overtaking commaodification and its
speculative logic. Although assets can be bought and sold, the point is to get a durable economic rent
from them rather than make a killing on the market.

Immigrant Minds, American Identities

Two of the most respected voices in education identify 50 myths and lies that threaten America's public
schools. Berliner and Glass argue that many citizens' conception of K-12 public education in the United
States is more myth than reality.

Regional Renaissance

Traditional valuation approaches are increasingly recognised as being insufficient to address the wicked
valuation problems of the diverse peoples and groups that inhabit the globe from north, south, east to
west. This book demonstrates the limitations of science and, in particular economics, as the foundation
on which valuations are traditionally based. It demonstrates the importance of and provides justification
for the personal, cultural values and norms which underpin our assessment of "value\

Congressional Record

Value of the wilderness resource - The wilderness concept in nineteenth century Australia - Political
involvment - International agreements and the powers of the Commonwealth - World Heritage Con-
vention in Australia.

Ten Myths About Israel

Assetization
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