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Dive deep into a candid analysis of the challenges currently facing the Democratic Party, exploring key 
issues that hinder its effectiveness and popular appeal. This essential discussion not only uncovers 
the root causes of their present struggles but also proposes actionable strategies and forward-thinking 
solutions to help the Democrats regain strength and redefine their path for future success.

These textbooks cover a wide range of subjects and are updated regularly to ensure 
accuracy and relevance.
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Speaking Frankly

The author, a liberal Democratic representative, analyzes the reasons for the party's problems in 
national elections since 1968, and suggests strategies for electing a Democratic president.

Speaking Frankly

How did a disheveled, intellectually combative gay Jew with a thick accent become one of the most ef-
fective (and funniest) politicians of our time? Growing up in Bayonne, New Jersey, the fourteen-year-old 
Barney Frank made two vital discoveries about himself: he was attracted to government, and to men. 
He resolved to make a career out of the first attraction and to keep the second a secret. Now, fifty years 
later, his sexual orientation is widely accepted, while his belief in government is embattled. Frank: A 
Life in Politics from the Great Society to Same-Sex Marriage is one man's account of the country's 
transformation—and the tale of a truly momentous career. Many Americans recall Frank's lacerating 
wit, whether it was directed at the Clinton impeachment ("What did the president touch, and when 
did he touch it?") or the pro-life movement (some people believe "life begins at conception and ends at 
birth"). But the contours of his private and public lives are less well-known. For more than four decades, 
he was at the center of the struggle for personal freedom and economic fairness. From the battle over 
AIDS funding in the 1980s to the debates over "big government" during the Clinton years to the 2008 
financial crisis, the congressman from Massachusetts played a key role. In 2010, he coauthored the 
most far-reaching and controversial Wall Street reform bill since the era of the Great Depression, and 
helped bring about the repeal of Don't Ask, Don't Tell. In this feisty and often moving memoir, Frank 
candidly discusses the satisfactions, fears, and grudges that come with elected office. He recalls the 
emotional toll of living in the closet and how his public crusade against homophobia conflicted with his 
private accommodation of it. He discusses his painful quarrels with allies; his friendships with public 
figures, from Tip O'Neill to Sonny Bono; and how he found love with his husband, Jim Ready, becoming 
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the first sitting member of Congress to enter a same-sex marriage. He also demonstrates how he 
used his rhetorical skills to expose his opponents' hypocrisies and delusions. Through it all, he expertly 
analyzes the gifts a successful politician must bring to the job, and how even Congress can be made 
to work. Frank is the story of an extraordinary political life, an original argument for how to rebuild trust 
in government, and a guide to how political change really happens—composed by a master of the art.

Frankly Speaking

Does the idea of equality for sexual minorities have as strong an influence as the media suggest? 
How often do politicians come out forthrightly in support of gay rights? Drawing on more than three 
hundred interviews with activists, politicians, officials, legislative aides, and journalists, David Rayside 
shows that gays, lesbians, and their political issues are still on the fringe of the political mainstream. His 
landmark study of political access demonstrates that, despite the overall tempering of anti-gay rhetoric 
in the 1990s, opponents of equality are formidable, and standing up for sexual minorities is still widely 
thought to be politically risky. Rayside documents a high-profile controversy in each of three countries: 
gays and lesbians in the military in the United States, sexual orientation and human rights legislation 
in Canada, and the age-of-consent battle in the United Kingdom. In addition, in-depth interviews of 
openly gay elected officials from three countries—U.S. Congressman Barney Frank, Canadian Member 
of Parliament Svend Robinson, and British M.P. Chris Smith—provide an inside look at the political 
process: the negotiation of gay and lesbian policy issues on a daily basis, the attitudes of colleagues in 
various political parties, and the tensions created when grassroots and mainstream activism intersect 
with each other. The only major book to look at gay and lesbian politics in three culturally similar but 
politically disparate countries, On the Fringe explores the political workings and impact of a modern 
social movement.

Frank

There was a time, in this century, when liberals championed the working class, when Democrats were 
indisputably the party of those who worked rather than invested for a living. Today, however, most 
Americans have come to see liberals as drifting and aimless, somehow lacking in backbone and moral 
fiber, beholden to radical ideologies that have little to do with the average American's life. Few incidents 
cast this phenomenon into greater relief than George Bush's successful tarring of Michael Dukakis as 
a liberal in 1988--and, tellingly, Dukakis's subsequent flight from the liberal tradition. How has it come to 
this? Why have liberals allowed themselves to be so portrayed? In this book, Gordon MacInnes--state 
senator, fiscal conservative, frustrated Democrat, and a man who believes deeply in America's civic 
culture--reveals how progressive forces have retreated from the battle of ideas, at great cost. Squarely 
at the nexus of race, poverty, and politics, Wrong for All the Right Reasons charts the sources of 
liberal decline and the high costs of conservative rule. Tracing the origins of the liberal retreat to the 
fall-out over Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan's report on the black family in the 1960s, MacInnes claims 
that white liberals have somewhere along the way stopped taking black people seriously enough to 
argue with them. Continuously put on the desfensive, liberals have been unable to forge an aggressive, 
proactive agenda of that addresses the needs of working-class and poor Americans. This has led to a 
breakdown of honest dialogue which to this day continues to plague liberal Democrats, as evidenced by 
Bill Bradley's withdrawal from active party politics last fall. Finding room for optimism in the groundswell 
of grass-roots progressivism, Wrong for All the Right Reasons is a timely, necessary call to arms 
for liberal, progressive Democrats, outlining ways in which they can reverse their party's dangerous 
decline.

On the Fringe

A collection of letters from a cross-section of Japanese citizens to a leading Japanese newspaper, 
relating their experiences and thoughts of the Pacific War.

Wrong for All the Right Reasons

The Uses and Misuses of Politics is a detailed examination of the politics of George W. Bush’s 
presidency, focusing on the work—and the mistakes—of presidential political advisor Karl Rove. In his 
role as political advisor Karl Rove stands apart from his numerous counterparts in modern American 
politics in three major ways. The first measure of Rove’s distinctiveness is the totality of his direction 
over Bush’s political career. Simply put, George W. Bush never won an election, of any kind, in which 
Rove was not the dominant, even sole campaign strategist A second important difference between 



Karl Rove and other major presidential campaign strategists was the role that Rove played in helping 
formulate policy after Bush became president. In fact, Rove became the first presidential aide to both 
provide political advice to a sitting president while at the same time controlling the policy levers inside 
the White House, especially as an advocate for his own agenda in the areas of domestic policy. Finally, 
Karl Rove is noteworthy for the scope of his ambitions: his goal for the Bush presidency was to create 
a durable Republican majority that would dominate American politics for the next several decades. 
Even though theories of party systems and realignments have received serious challenges, Karl Rove 
was a believer; providing a key insight into how he approached his work with the Bush presidency. 
Where previous realignments were the result of historical accidents and recognized only after the fact, 
Karl Rove believed he could engineer the next one. In The Uses and Misuses of Politics William G. 
Mayer analyzes Karl Rove’s performance as presidential advisor: the roles he played, the advice he 
gave, and how the Republican Party fared with Rove as its principal strategist. By offering the reader 
a comprehensive assessment, Mayer provides valuable insight into the larger, enduring, and critical 
questions: What is the proper role of politics in the contemporary presidency? When does politics 
enhance a nation’s long-term welfare, and what does it detract from it? And what positive contributions 
can political advisors make to a modern-day president?

Culture Wars

Confronting the psychological, social, sexual, legal, and political issues at stake in the coming-out 
process, Acts of Disclosure: The Coming-Out Process of Contemporary Gay Men uses research 
findings and first-hand accounts to help gay adolescents and men accept and embrace their sexual 
identity as an integral part of their being. Offering helpful advice and specific suggestions that will guide 
you through the coming-out process, this text also teaches family, friends, and colleagues how they can 
support and encourage you in this challenge.A roadmap through the confusing process of coming to 
terms with your sexuality both privately and publicly, Acts of Disclosure walks you step-by-step through 
the stages of coming out, the emotions involved, the potential pitfalls, and the kinds of receptions you 
may meet. It points out both healthy and self-destructive coping strategies and teaches you how to 
take responsibility for your sexuality. You will find its discussions straightforward, honest, and direct, as 
it broaches the following topics: coming out in American schools expressing your sexual identity on 
the job the harmful effects of involuntary public exposure why some parents adjust better than others 
to the fact that they have a gay child the damaging effects of social myths attached to homosexuality 
the emotional and behavioral reactions wives have after discovering that their husbands are gay how 
to anticipate a possible "outing" against oneself and the advantages of coming out to prevent such an 
act compulsory social programming that may be deeply injurious to gay adolescents disclosing your 
sexual identity after the onset of AIDSGay males of all ages, parents, friends, children, therapists, 
psychologists, social workers, and educators who read Acts of Disclosure will realize their error in 
treating gay sexual identity as undesirable, shameful, or second-rate. As you turn the last page of this 
comprehensive and enlightening book, you will likely find yourself with an appreciation of gay male 
sexuality as well as with a better understanding of the complexities of human nature.

The Uses and Misuses of Politics

Pulitzer Prize winner Clarence Page is one of the most nationally recognized and highly regard-
ed syndicated columnists in the country, and his newest book, Culture Worrier: Selected Columns 
1984–2014, commemorates the 30th anniversary of his column's first appearance in the Chicago 
Tribune. It is the first such collection of his columns, and a long overdue archive of his best work, 
covering topics such as politics, social issues, pop culture, race, family, new media, prominent figures, 
as well as his own personal life. Page has been a broadcast mainstay for decades, delivering his 
sensible and balanced perspective on The MacLaughlin Group, NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, NPR's 
Weekend Edition, MSNBC's Chris Matthews Show, and many other popular shows. His column, which 
is featured in over 150 newspapers, provides keen and clever insight on the day's most pressing political 
and social issues. While Page is known for his liberal-leaning views, readers have always appreciated 
his unbiased approach in directing criticism across the political spectrum, to any individual person 
or general issue deserving of examination. Culture Worrier: Selected Columns 1984–2014 is sure to 
be one of the most entertaining and fascinating column collections in recent years, bringing Page's 
unique perspective within the African-American and political communities, and wealth of fascinating 
experiential knowledge, to the foreground of our ongoing national dialogue. As a veteran media member 
who has lived through the transition from print's heyday to modern mobile publishing, from the Vietnam 
War through the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and from the Civil Rights movement to the election of 



Barack Obama, Page is one of the most revered and uniquely qualified commentators of our time. This 
book will certainly be a bookshelf staple for the informed who favor balanced criticism of major current 
affairs and political events.

The New Republic

Weisberg (New York Magazine columnist) argues that the US government must become an agent 
for social change and economic progress. He examines the historical progression of the American 
public's loss of confidence in federal institutions, and republican and democratic responses that fail 
to define what government is supposed to do. He then proposes a new progressive response to 
restore public trust, challenging anti-government rhetoric and liberal confusion. Lacks a bibliography. 
Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

Acts of Disclosure

A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF THE YEAR • The riveting story of the conflict over same-sex 
marriage in the United States—the most significant civil rights breakthrough of the new millennium "Full 
of intimate details, battling personalities, heated court cases, public persuasion.” —John Williams, The 
New York Times On June 26, 2015, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that state bans on gay marriage 
were unconstitutional, making same-sex unions legal across the United States. But the road to that 
momentous decision was much longer than many know. In this definitive account, Sasha Issenberg 
vividly guides us through same-sex marriage’s unexpected path from the unimaginable to the inevitable. 
It is a story that begins in Hawaii in 1990, when a rivalry among local activists triggered a sequence 
of events that forced the state to justify excluding gay couples from marriage. In the White House, one 
president signed the Defense of Marriage Act, which elevated the matter to a national issue, and his 
successor tried to write it into the Constitution. Over twenty-five years, the debate played out across the 
country, from the first legal same-sex weddings in Massachusetts to the epic face-off over California’s 
Proposition 8 and, finally, to the landmark Supreme Court decisions of United States v. Windsor and 
Obergefell v. Hodges. From churches to hedge funds, no corner of American life went untouched. 
This richly detailed narrative follows the coast-to-coast conflict through courtrooms and war rooms, 
bedrooms and boardrooms, to shed light on every aspect of a political and legal controversy that divided 
Americans like no other. Following a cast of characters that includes those who sought their own right 
to wed, those who fought to protect the traditional definition of marriage, and those who changed their 
minds about it, The Engagement is certain to become a seminal book on the modern culture wars.

Library Journal

This comprehensive sourcebook covers the evolution of LGBTQ engagement in American politics, from 
the emergence of gay rights as a political issue in the early 1970s to the present day, when LGBTQ 
issues occupy a prominent place in politics. This work provides a broad and authoritative survey of 
the ways in which gay Americans are influencing the tenor and trajectory of U.S. politics at the local, 
state, and national levels. An encyclopedic section offers thorough coverage of all of the individuals, 
organizations, cultural forces, political issues, and legal decisions that have combined to elevate the 
role of LGBTQ people at the ballot box, on the campaign trail, in Washington, and in mayors' offices, 
city councils, and school boards across the country. Complementing reference entries are in-depth 
essays on the rising prominence of gay Americans as voters, candidates, public officials, lawmakers, 
and opinion leaders, providing further context for understanding their impact on modern U.S. political 
processes and institutions from the perspective of liberals and conservatives alike. Finally, the set 
includes a collection of important primary source documents that illuminate landmark events, examine 
gay policy priorities and preferences, and showcase the beliefs and experiences of prominent LGBTQ 
Americans in the world of politics.

Culture Worrier: Selected Columns 1984–2014

**** Cited in Sheehy and Walford. A core working tool for acquisitions librarians, reference librarians, and 
catalogers in public and undergraduate libraries, the Catalog is a list of recommended reference and 
nonfiction books for adults, published quinquennially with annual supplements for the intervening years. 
The titles are classified by subject and include complete bibliographical data as well as descriptive 
and critical annotations. This edition consists of 7,735 titles and 3,999 analytical entries. Some 4,000 
additional titles will appear in the four supplements. In addition to the main classified catalog, there is a 



comprehensive author, title, subject, and analytical index, and a directory of publishers and distributors. 
Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

In Defense of Government

Not for Sale: In Defense of Public Goods contains a variety of essays aimed at developing a timely 
philosophical defense of public goods against neo-liberal criticisms. The defense proceeds on both a 
conceptual level with essays treating such concepts as collective action, collective provision, common 
property, intellectual property and a substanti

The Engagement

In this powerfully reasoned, lucidly written work, Harvard Law Professor Randall Kennedy takes on the 
highly complex issues of race, crime, and the legal system, uncovering the long-standing failure of the 
justice system to protect blacks from criminals and revealing difficult truths about these factors in the 
United States.

Book Review Digest

A world list of books in the English language.

LGBTQ Americans in the U.S. Political System [2 volumes]

There can be no democracy without democrats, and democrats are made, not born. This volume 
features sixteen provocative essays, old and new, on the concern to educate young people for that 
loosely-defined genre of political and social life called democracy. It is an historical collection on the 
central question of our era: How and what might children be taught so that they respond well and 
creatively to the demands of an increasingly diverse society that is organized under and struggling, on 
and off, to realize the democratic ideal? How are we to educate children to embrace difference and 
maintain a common life? Contributors include Walter C. Parker, Ann V. Angell, James A. Banks, Jane 
Bernard-Powers, Carole L. Hahn, David Mathews, William B. Stanley, and James Anthony Whitson.

The Nation

Chronicles important historical events from around the world that have identified, defined, and legally 
established the rights of gays, lesbians, bisexuals, and transgender individuals.

Monk

Majority Leader Dick Armey explains the collapse of the Left and offers a prescription for the future of 
Republican leadership.

Public Library Catalog

A growing frustration with “spin doctors,” doublespeak, and outright lying by public officials has resulted 
in a deep public cynicism regarding politics today. It has also led many voters to seek out politicians 
who engage in “straight talk,” out of a hope that sincerity signifies a dedication to the truth. While this is 
an understandable reaction to the degradation of public discourse inflicted by political hype, Elizabeth 
Markovits argues that the search for sincerity in the public arena actually constitutes a dangerous 
distraction from more important concerns, including factual truth and the ethical import of political 
statements. Her argument takes her back to an examination of the Greek notion of parrhesia (frank 
speech), and she draws from her study of the Platonic dialogues a nuanced understanding of this 
ancient analogue of “straight talk.” She shows Plato to have an appreciation for rhetoric rather than a 
desire to purge it from public life, providing insights into the ways it can contribute to a fruitful form of 
deliberative democracy today.

National Journal

Profiles the achievements of prominent and noteworthy gays & lesbians.

Current Biography Yearbook

American Studies International
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