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Dive deep into the chilling world of criminal psychology with Jack Olsen's seminal true crime mas-
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events, and mind-set that contribute to the making of a serial killer, offering a profound analysis for 
anyone fascinated by real-life crime stories and the complexities of the human psyche.
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I: The Creation of a Serial Killer

Prize-winning journalist Jack Olsen, armed with unprecedented access to one of the most infamous 
serial killers in American history, provides a fascinating glimpse into the mind of a murderer in the 
killer's own words . . . In February 1990, Oregon State Police arrested John Sosnovke and Laverne 
Pavlinac for the vicious rape and murder of Taunja Bennet, a troubled 23-year-old barfly who had 
suffered mild retardation since birth. Pavlinac had come forth and confessed, implicating her boyfriend 
and producing physical evidence that linked them to the crime. Authorities closed the case. There was 
just one problem. They had the wrong people. And the real killer wasn't about to let anyone take credit for 
his kill. Keith Hunter Jesperson was a long haul truck driver and the murderer of eight women, including 
Taunja Bennet. As the case wound through police precincts and courts--ending in life sentences for 
both Sosnovke and Pavlinac--Jesperson began a twisted one man campaign to win their release. To 
the editors of newspapers and on the walls of highway rest stops, Jesperson scribbled out a series 
of taunting confessions: I killed Tanya Bennett . . . I beat her to death, raped her and loved it. Yes I'm 
sick, but I enjoy myself too. People took the blame and I'm free . . ..Look over your shoulder. I may be 
closer than you think. At the end of each confession, Jesperson drew a happy face, earning for himself 
the grisly sobriquet "The Happy Face Killer." Based on access to interviews, diaries, court records, 
and the criminal himself, I: The Creation of a Serial Killer is Jesperson's chilling story. It chronicles his 
evolution from angry child to sociopathic murderer, from tormentor of animals to torturer of women. It is 
also the story of the fate that befell him after two innocent citizens were imprisoned four years for one 
of his killings. Edgar Award winner Jack Olsen lets the killer to tell his story in his own words, offering 
unprecedented insight into the twisted thought process of a serial murderer. Olsen takes his readers 
along on Jesperson's vicious cross-country killing spree, letting him describe how he played his "death 
game" with eight innocent victims and how he finally came to grips with the fate he deserved. I: The 
Creation of a Serial Killer is one of the most revealing and insightful pieces of crime reporting ever 
published.
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Little Artie Shawcross bullied classmates, insulted teachers, started fires, tortured animals, and roved 
the woods of New York's hardscrabble North Country with imaginary friends, talking in a high squawk. 
He also scored top grades, excelled in sports and shared his money and toys with the children who 
ridiculed him. From the second grade on, he was subjected to psychiatric examination, regularly con-
founding the experts. Years later, while serving in Vietnam, Arthur John Shawcross wrote bloodcurdling 
letters about his battlefield ordeals, then returned to Watertown to commit a string of arsons and 
burglaries. He served two years in prison, was paroled to his respectable parents - and murdered a 
boy and a girl. Back in the penitentiary, he proved as enigmatic as ever. Some counselors saw him as a 
Frankenstein monster, beyond hope, irredeemable. To others he was a troubled young man who could 
be saved. No two psychiatrists seemed to agree. Shawcross served fifteen years, then conned a parole 
board into an early release. He settled in Binghamton, but angry citizens learned of his bloody history 
and ran him out of town. After two smaller communities turned him away, desperate parole authorities 
finally smuggled the child-killer into Rochester in the dead of night - neglecting to alert the local police. 
Soon the corpses started turning up, locked in winter ice, covered by reeds in swamps, floating in 
streams. The homicidal pedophile had changed his M.O., this time murdering diminutive women. As 
the body count grew, Rochester streets swarmed with police, and still the serial killer managed to snare 
his tenth victim, then his eleventh. Amazon.com Accounts of more famous serial killers like Ted Bundy 
or Jeffrey Dahmer may have ghoulish entertainment value, but I agree with writer Darcy O'Brien that 
this meticulously factual study of child sex-murderer Arthur Shawcross "comes closer to capturing the 
psychology of a serial killer than anything else I've ever read." The strength of this book (semi-finalist 
for a 1994 Edgar Award) comes first from the quality of the materials--including first-person interviews 
with the killer's wives, girlfriends, co-workers, police officers, therapists, and even a prostitute who 
"played dead" for Shawcross--and second, from Olsen's ability to weave the information into a highly 
readable story that reveals, above all, the ineffectiveness of our system of rehabilitation and parole. 
From Publishers Weekly An experienced and skilled writer, Olsen ( Predator ) proves himself equal 
to the formidable task of studying serial killer Arthur Shawcross. Born in 1945 in upstate New York, 
Shawcross was perceived as different even in childhood (his classmates dubbed him "Oddie," and 
elementary school officials called for mental health evaluations). In the early '70s he murdered two 
children and was sentenced to up to 25 years in prison; he served less than 15 years before he was 
paroled in 1987. He was difficult to place--townspeople drove him out as soon as his past became 
known. After three such episodes, parole officials sent him surreptitiously to Rochester, N.Y., where he 
killed at least 11 prostitutes. He was arrested in 1990 and eventually sentenced to 250 years in prison. 
During the trial, he claimed that he had been physically and sexually abused by his mother (untrue, 
the authorities concluded) and that he had committed horrible atrocities in Vietnam (probably untrue). 
He did not fit the classic pattern of the sociopath, nor did he seem either schizophrenic or paranoid. It 
remained for psychiatrist Richard Kraus to hypothesize that physiology was the basis for Shawcross's 
behavior--he diagnosed Shawcross as suffering from a metabolic ailment known as pyroluria and an 
abnormal genetic constitution. Told by Olsen with contributions from others affected by Shawcross's 
crimes, the story is a triumph of true-crime writing.

The Misbegotten Son

Based on access to interviews, diaries, court records and the criminal himself, this is the story of serial 
killer Keith Hunter Jesperson, who wrote confession signed with a happy face.

The Happy Face Killer

In a tree-lined community near Seattle, young women were drawn to George Russel Jr.. They crowned 
him "cool\

Charmer

A classic from “the dean of true crime” (The Washington Post)—now with a new foreword—this 1983 
masterpiece tells the incredible story of a Spokane, Washington serial rapist who was exposed as the 
handsome, privileged son of one of the city’s most elite families. For more than two years, a rapist 
prowled the night streets of the homey, All-American city of Spokane, Washington, terrorizing women, 
sparking a run on gun stores, and finally causing one newspaper to offer a reward—the calls taken by 
the distinguished managing editor himself, Gordon Coe. In March 1981, luck and inspired police work 
at last produced an arrest, and Spokane shuddered. The suspect was clean cut and conservative…and 
Gordon Coe’s son. For eighteen months, Jack Olsen researched the cases of Fred and Ruth Coe to 



try to learn not only what happened within that family, but how and why. He interviewed more than 150 
people and built up a portrait not only of that extraordinary family, but of the mind of a psychopath. And 
searching the memories of the women in Fred Coe’s life, he unearthed a most horrifying question: What 
is it like to love and live with a man for years—and then discover he is a psychopathic criminal? In this 
“gruesomely spellbinding” (Glamour) examination of the mind of a psychopath and of the women—and 
men—who were his victims, Olsen delivers “a harrowing portrait…It has become fashionable with books 
about vicious crimes to compare them to Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood. Finally there is a book that 
deserves the comparison” (Richmond Times-Dispatch).

Son: A Psychopath and his Victims

Jack Olsen, "the master of the true crime book,"* now gives us an incisive, probing look into the creation 
and development of the criminal mind, as well as a shocking case of justice gone awry. From childhood, 
McDonald Smith took to heart the lessons drummed into him by antisocial relatives and peers. As a 
teenager, unburdened by conscience or pity, he experimented with child abuse and bestiality, then 
moved on to larceny, stickups, incest, and, finally, rape. Warned by a "witch" that he was about to be 
arrested, he fled Los Angeles for Seattle and the Northwest -- already the breeding ground of predatory 
monsters like Ted Bundy, Kenneth Bianchi, and the Green River Killer. There, for years, he stalked the 
women of Seattle, seeking his prey on the dark streets and in the quiet homes, then returning to his 
wife and family: too careful -- and too clever -- to be caught. By fall 1980, Mac Smith's luck still held. 
A respectable young businessman named Steve Titus found himself charged with one of Smith's most 
sadistic rapes in a nightmarish case of mistaken identity and injustice. The idealistic Titus was certain 
that the American system of justice would clear him -- right up to the day that a jury of his peers 
returned a verdict of guilty as charged. While Mac Smith continued to terrorize the women of Seattle, 
Titus lost everything: his reputation, his job, his loved ones, his freedom. It was only when a Pulitzer 
prize-winning reporter answered Titus's pleas for justice that the terrible truth emerged: a truth that was 
darker than anyone imagined. Predator is a gripping work of true crime reporting: Jack Olsen doing 
what he does best. It is a searing study of violations: of women, of justice, of power, and of the human 
spirit. *Jonathan Kellerman Review: With careful reporting that sticks close to the facts, Jack Olsen tells 
stories that seem straight out of crime fiction, and yet are all the more compelling for being true. This 
book focuses on three men--a criminal who preyed on women, a carefree partygoer who was wrongly 
convicted of the predator's crimes, and a reporter for the Seattle Times who won a Pulitzer Prize for 
tracking down the truth. It's supposed to be a rare event in the U.S. judicial system that someone this 
innocent gets screwed this badly. Even if it only happened to one person every decade, it would still be a 
horrible thing. And the smiling rapist, described as having a sweet "Jesus-like" countenance, knowingly 
allowed that to happen. Olsen not only delivers a real page-turner, but he ties up all the loose ends 
before the book's memorable and satisfying finale.

Predator

The true story of the 1985 murder of a young boy whose unidentified body was found in Nebraska. Two 
years later, a phone call from Ohio led authorities to the boy's father, an Amish bishop involved with 
pornography and drugs. of photos.

Abandoned Prayers

The mass murder of almost thirty young boys in Houston may well have been the most heinous crime 
of the century. How could such a series of murders go undetected for almost three years before being 
exposed? The Man with the Candy is a brilliant investigative journalist's story of the crime and the 
answer to that question. The night David Hilligiest didn't come home was both like and unlike other 
nights when other Houston boys disappeared between the years 1971 and 1973. At three in the morning 
the police were called, but they just said that boys were running away from the best of homes nowadays 
and that they'd list David as a runaway. No, there would be no official search for the youngster. Aghast, 
the Hilligiests, in the months that followed, hired their own detective, put up posters, even sought the 
aid of clairvoyants. But David never did come home again because, along with at least twenty-six other 
Houston boys, he had been murdered and buried by the homosexual owner of a candy factory, the 
mass murderer of the century, Dean Corll, according to his two teenage confessed accomplices, Elmer 
Wayne Henley, Jr., and David Brooks. Many of the young boys had not even been reported as missing, 
and the fact that they were dead would probably never have come to light had not one of the murderers 
confessed. For in Houston, where in a typical year the total number of murders is twice that of London 



despite the fact that London is six times as large and far more densely populated, missing persons 
and violence are likely to be considered commonplace. In the months before the trial of Henley and 
Brooks, Jack Olsen interviewed and probed for answers about the criminals, the victims and the city 
itself, which remained for the most part silent, angry and defensive. The result is a classic of true crime 
reportage.

The Man with Candy

Joe Gere said he died on the afternoon his twelve-year-old daughter Brenda disappeared. It was left 
to Brenda's mother Elaine to sustain her stricken family, search for her missing child, and pressure 
the authorities for justice. From the first minutes of the investigation, suspicion fell on Michael Kay 
Green, a steroid-abusing "Mr. Universe" hopeful, but there was no proof of a crime, leaving police and 
prosecutors stymied. With a new introduction by bestselling true crime author M. William Phelps. Tips 
and sightings poured in as lawmen and volunteers combed the Cascades forest in the biggest search 
on Northwest history. Years passed with no sight of the blue-eyed girl or the bright clothes she'd worn on 
the day she disappeared, but Elaine remained undaunted. Salt of the Earth is the true story of how one 
woman fought and triumphed over life-shattering violence and how she healed her family-and herself. 
Salt of the Earth is the true story of a courageous woman who survived a hellish twentieth-century 
nightmare. Mob violence, injustice, kidnapping, murder, and suicide were the black holes in the awful 
astronomy of Elaine Gere's life. Somehow she had to summon the courage to endure: to honor her 
beloved dead and to rebuild the shattered lives of the sons who depended on her strength. Jack 
Olsen has been lauded for his psychological insights into the most violent criminals in such previous 
masterworks as Doc, The Misbegotten Son, and Predator, but he has never overlooked their victims. 
By viewing the world through the eyes of Elaine Gere and her devastated family, he finds the core 
values that enabled them not only to survive and flourish, but, in the end, to triumph. Gilbert Taylor: In 
the annals of humanity, the Gere family is unexceptional and ordinary--unless one looks as closely at 
their lives as Olsen does. A boomer-age couple, Joe and Elaine Gere move between California and 
Idaho a dozen times on their roller coaster ride of solvency and bankruptcy and have three children. 
Much the steadier spouse, energetic Elaine always manages to land a clerical federal job wherever 
Joe moves the family. The wanderlust ensues from Joe's first career misfortune, as a cop disabled 
during a melee with a mob. His relatives thought that incident started his slide toward suicide, and his 
addictive (regrets of hitting her and promises to reform) abuse of Elaine demonstrates the complexity 
of Joe's insidious demons. But he holds on, Elaine remaining loyal, until another bolt from the blue--the 
kidnapping and murder of their 12-year-old daughter. Here Olsen is at his dispassionate, yet concerned, 
best, introducing the subplot of the suspect's life (a wife beater), the course of the investigation, and the 
ultimate denoument of the case. In this mass-media age, many women will identify with, and perhaps 
be inspirited by, Olsen's fine chronicle of the Gere family.



Salt of the Earth

David loved Cindy and was loved in return. Or so he thought. The troubled young man clung to his 
new love and dreamed of their future together. So begins the chain of events that was to evolve into 
a horror of terrifying proportions. Jack Olsen, bestselling author of "Son," now reveals the details of 
a true-life romance gone hideously awry. After weeks of planning, the young misfits from two fine old 
Texas families donned grotesque battle gear and crept into the luxurious home where Cindy Ray's 
parents lay asleep with her two small sons. In the hot muggy room, the "cold kill" was over in seconds. 
Everyone who knew the unpredictable Cindy suspected that she was involved, but the ghastly crime 
had been so carefully orchestrated that Houston's top homicide detectives could get nowhere. Cindy 
wore black and sobbed at the funeral, then began a frenzied attempt to collect her inheritance and 
as many of her wealthy parents possessions as she could haul away. No one except David West was 
surprised when she walked out on him. Then the story took another bizarre turn. In a final bid to solve the 
case, a seductive young private investigator named Kim Paris was assigned to cozy up to West. Soon 
the gullible killer was in love, once again with fateful consequences. Traditionally, true-crime drama 
illuminates the sinister motivations in the human psyche. Yet Cold Kill reveals something still more 
frightful -- unspeakable murders are committed, not out of greed, revenge, or blind demented rage, but 
out of a troubled young man's tragically misconceived code of honor and a desperate need to please 
and protect the woman of his dreams. Jack Olsen's Cold Kill is a stunning testament to the profoundly 
discerning eye of a grand master of true crime. To read Cold Kill is not to forgive David West. It is, 
however, to undergo the uncanny experience of feeling oneself slowly but surely moving into the shoes 
of a pathological killer.

Cold Kill

Award Winner! For twenty-five years, the trusted family doctor in a small Wyoming town had been raping 
and molesting the women and children who most relied on him. Mostly Mormons, the naive victims 
sometimes realized on their wedding nights the truth about what had happened in Dr. Story's office. In 
riveting detail, veteran crime writer Jack Olsen tells the searing story of a small group of courageous 
women who decided to bring a doctor to justice — and unearthed a legacy of pain and anger that 
would divide their families, their neighbors, and an entire town Publishers Weekly: This masterful book 
by the author of Son, as much a searching sociological study as a true-crime narrative, tells what 
happened in Lovell when these happenings came to light: the community lost its bearings and the 
doctor was convicted of rape. Kirkus: From popular true-crime veteran Olsen (Son; Cold Kill; etc.), the 
widely publicized case that tore a small Wyoming town apart when the local doctor was accused, then 
convicted, of raping patients under the guise of giving them pelvic examinations. Lowell, Wyoming, was 
a town divided largely along religious lines: a Mormon majority and a Baptist minority. When Dr. John 
Story arrived to start up a practice, he found a warm welcome: a doctor was needed and, though he 
was a Baptist, his strict habits (which led him to start his own, more fundamentalist church) won the 
respect of Mormons who flocked to him as patients. But in 1983, after years of suspicions they had 
tried to dismiss, two sisters came forward with accusations of rape, inspiring dozens of other women 
(some elderly) to at last speak up. Some victims had been silent because of the Mormon code that 
seemed to hold women responsible for any extramarital sex; others had taken their case to the police 
(and not been believed), to Church leaders (who told them to switch doctors), and to the medical 
association (which did nothing). The 1983 accusers were vilified by the town (even by many Mormons, 
some grateful for Story's medical care, others sensitive to his claim that the case was a Mormon 
conspiracy); some lost their jobs and businesses, but Story was eventually convicted and is now doing 
15-20 years. Engrossing true drama--and a more balanced than usual picture of Mormon life and 
values. The award-winning author of thirty-three books, Jack Olsen’s books have published in fifteen 
countries and eleven languages. Olsen's journalism earned the National Headliners Award, Chicago 
Newspaper Guild's Page One Award, commendations from Columbia and Indiana Universities, the 
Washington State Governor's Award, the Scripps-Howard Award and other honors. He was listed in 
Who's Who in America since 1968 and in Who's Who in the World since 1987. The Philadelphia Inquirer 
described him as "an American treasure." Olsen was described as "the dean of true crime authors" 
by the Washington Post and the New York Daily News and "the master of true crime" by the Detroit 
Free Press and Newsday. Publishers Weekly called him "the best true crime writer around." His studies 
of crime are required reading in university criminology courses and have been cited in the New York 
Times Notable Books of the Year. In a page-one review, the Times described his work as "a genuine 
contribution to criminology and journalism alike."

Doc: The Rape of the Town of Lovell



Jack Olsen's Last Man Standing is the gripping story of Geronimo Pratt, war hero and community 
leader, who was framed by the FBI in one of the greatest travesties of justice in American history. 
Geronimo Pratt did not commit the murder for which he served twenty-seven nightmarish years. As a 
UCLA student, though, he had led the Los Angeles Chapter of the Black Panther Party, and became 
a target of the FBI. Here is the spellbinding saga of Pratt, his heroic lawyers, Johnnie Cochran and 
Stuart Hanlon, and the Reverend James McCloskey, who overcame all the odds to bring the truth to 
light and free Geronimo.

Last Man Standing

True crime journalist Gregg Olsen, author of the instant bestseller If You Tell, unravels the twisted tale 
of a shocking murder in Amish country. On Christmas Eve in 1985, a hunter found a young boy's 
body along an icy corn field in Nebraska. The residents of Chester, Nebraska buried him as "Little 
Boy Blue," unclaimed and unidentified-- until a phone call from Ohio two years later led authorities to 
Eli Stutzman, the boy's father. Eli Stutzman, the son of an Amish bishop, was by all appearances a 
dedicated farmer and family man in the country's strictest religious sect. But behind his quiet façade 
was a man involved with pornography, sadomasochism, and drugs. After the suspicious death of his 
pregnant wife, Stutzman took his preschool-age son, Danny, and hit the road on a sexual odyssey 
ending with his conviction for murder. But the mystery of Eli Stutzman and the fate of his son didn't end 
on the barren Nebraska plains. It was just beginning... Olsen's Abandoned Prayers is an incredible true 
story of murder and Amish secrets.

Abandoned Prayers

'Olsen will have you on the edge of your seat' Lee Child For two women, Ted Bundy, America's most 
notorious serial killer is the ultimate obsession. One is a cop whose sister may have been one of Bundy's 
victims. The other is a deranged groupie who corresponded with Bundy in prison - and raised her son to 
finish what he started. To charm and seduce innocent girls. To kidnap and brutalize more women than 
any serial killer in history. And to lure one obsessed cop into a trap as sick and demented as Bundy 
himself... Praise for Gregg Olsen: 'Wickedly clever... twisted' Lisa Gardner 'Olsen is a top-notch writer' 
Michael Connelly 'Olsen keeps the tension taut and pages turning' Publishes Weekly

The Fear Collector

The chilling true story of the Spahalski brothers, who looked alike, acted alike—and killed alike . . . 
Robert Bruce Spahalski and Stephen Spahalski were identical twins. Same hair, same eyes, same thirst 
for blood. Stephen was the first brother to kill—by viciously bashing in storeowner Ronald Ripley’s head 
with a hammer. Unlike Stephen, Robert didn’t stop with just one victim. With the cord of an iron, Robert 
strangled prostitute Morraine Armstrong during sex. With his bare hands, he choked his girlfriend Adrian 
Berger. He brutally bludgeoned to death businessman Charles Grande. Even his friend Vivian Irizarry 
didn’t escape his lurid killing spree. Robert ultimately confessed to the four murders in vivid detail. But 
police suspected there were many more. The twins’ twisted story became even more bizarre as the 
true nature of their sick psyches came to light. In Killer Twins, through extensive interviews, Michael 
Benson reveals for the first time the horrific details of Robert Spahalski’s life and crimes in a disturbing 
look at the inner workings of a homicidal mind.

In Cold Blood

Paul John Knowles, nicknamed the Casanova killer, went on a 4 month killing spree in 1974. He still 
remains one of the lesser known serial killer of his generation. Read all about this psychopath who 
wanted fame before his life ended November 7, 1974 As she entered her home in Milledgeville, Georgia, 
all Ellen Carr probably had on her mind was going to bed. She was a registered nurse who worked a 
night shift, and although the small family welcomed the money, the job was a demanding one. Inside, 
the house was unnaturally quiet. She found that odd. Her husband, forty-five-year-old businessman 
Carswell Carr and fifteen-year-old daughter Amanda usually greeted her when she came home from 
the hospital. That wasn't the only sign that something was seriously amiss. As an investigator later 
put it, "The (place) looked as if it had been attacked by an animal." Mirrors were smashed. Slashed 
furniture lay everywhere, some of it in pieces. Books from the bookshelves littered the floor. Had they 
been robbed? Where were Carswell and Mandy? Heart pounding, Mrs. Carr ran from room to room, 
calling out. Minutes later, she was back outside, screaming hysterically. Neighbors called the police to 
what was obviously the scene of gruesome double homicide. Carswell Carr's nude corpse was lying 



face down on the couple's bed, hands bound behind his back and twenty-seven stab wounds, inflicted 
by scissors, all over his body. The medical examiner later determined that he had died of a heart attack, 
likely brought on by the torture. Down the hall, Amanda was also face down in her room, one nylon 
stocking tied tightly around her neck and the other shoved down her throat. To compound the horror, 
she appeared to have been raped after death. When Mrs. Carr regained her senses, she went through 
the house with the police and identified several things that were missing: Carswell's briefcase, shaving 
kit, credit cards, identification, and most of his clothing. While detectives searched for more clues, the 
murderer, wearing his victim's clothes, was in an Atlanta bar, flirting with a lady reporter. He told her 
his name was Daryl Golden, but his real name was Paul John Knowles, and he was destined to be 
remembered as one of most vicious and unpredictable serial killers of his generation. Scroll back up 
and grab your copy today!

Killer Twins

They were a notorious gypsy family that seeped into their victims' lives like a deadly cancer. And they 
couldn't be stopped-- until one courageous woman took on the cases no one else would touch... THE 
VICTIMS: Elderly, well-to-do men and women who, due to their failing health, strength, and faculties, 
could be conned out of their fortunes by heinous neglect, abuse, and possibly even murder. THE 
ACCUSED: Several members of a ruthless family of Gypsies known for their cunning con-games and 
remarkable ability to extract large sums of money from their unwitting pawns. THE INVESTIGATOR: 
Fay Faron, a beautiful, never-say-die P.I., determined to bring these culprits to justice-- even when the 
authorities turned a blind eye to the Gypsies' crimes time and time again. In this shattering expose, 
bestselling author Jack Olsen follows Fay Faron as she retraces every step of the Gypsy family and the 
crimes they stand accused of: moving in on their helpless prey, extorting money, signing the fortunes 
of elderly millionaires into their own names-- and speeding up the death process with sadistic neglect, 
slow poison, and unspeakable cruelty. Not since Peter Maas' King of the Gypsies has the world of 
Gypsy crime been exposed in such shocking detail and with more fascinating insight.

The Casanova Killer

The war between society and the antisocial personality has long been a subject of fascination, and few 
have explored it as thoroughly as award-winning author Jack Olsen. In his national best seller Son: 
A Psychopath and His Victims, Olsen studied a psychopathic rapist who found the perfect protective 
coloration in jogging shoes and sweats. In this book, the story of Claude Lafayette Dallas, Jr., Olsen 
takes on perhaps his most challenging assignment -- explicating the curious relationship between a 
homicidal young "mountain man" and those who saw in his colorful ways the embodiment of the cowboy 
mystique of the West. On a snow-blown day, Dallas killed two game wardens who entered his trapping 
and poaching camp in ldaho's Owyhee Desert. The cold-bloodedness of Dallas's crime shocked the 
West. Stained with his victim's blood. he confessed to a companion, "This is Murder One for me." Then 
Claude Dallas vanished into the wild and rugged mountains that had sheltered him for so long. For 
fifteen long months he was the subject of an international manhunt until the FBI and a drawling country 
sheriff joined forces to run him to earth in a rain of bullets. Only then did lawmen learn about the 
network of friends who had helped him elude capture. To some of Dallas's rustic neighbors the deadly 
progression from cowboy to poacher to killer seemed justifiable, even admirable. Clanking around the 
bars and barrancas of the high desert country in his hand-filed spurs and well-oiled guns, Claude 
Dallas had brought a strange new madness to the mythology of the West, a madness that even a jury 
of his peers found nostalgically seductive in a sensational trial. Claude Dallas came within a whisker 
of going free. Only Jack Olsen, through painstaking research into Dallas's background and exhaustive 
on-the-scene interviewing, could unravel such a rat's nest of contradictions and confusions and create 
so compelling a portrait of the killer whose bloody deeds might have been foreordained from childhood. 
From Publishers Weekly Claude Dallas Jr. was raised in Upper Michigan and Ohio by a father whose 
philosophy was "give a boy a gun and you're makin' a man." After high school, the young man went to 
the rugged border area of Idaho, Oregon and Nevada and worked as a cow-puncher and handyman on 
several ranches. But his dream was evidently to become a 19th centurystyle mountain man and so he 
turned to poaching, often killing animals even though he had no need for the meat. In 1981, he killed two 
game wardens in front of a witness. On the run for 15 months, he was eventually captured in a shootout 
and found guilty of manslaughter in a singularly bizarre trial. From Library Journal ``Give a boy a gun 
and you're makin' a man,'' Claude Dallas, Sr., is quoted as saying in this book about his son, Claude Jr., 
a self-made cowboy, trapper, and ``mountain man'' who was convicted of manslaughter in the shooting 
deaths of two Idaho game wardens. Claude Jr. was well-liked by many, including a sympathetic jury 



which rejected possible first or second degree murder verdicts. Was it a case of self-defense or outright 
murder? Olsen, who last wrote the popular `` Son'': a psychopath and his victims ( LJ 11/15/83), skillfully 
presents his viewpoint in a readable tale more reminiscent of Old West traditions than of the 1980s. 
Recommended.

Hastened to the Grave

From New York Times bestselling author Pete Earley—the strange but true story of how a young man’s 
devastating brain injury gave him the unique ability to connect with the world’s most terrifying criminals. 
Fifteen-year-old Tony Ciaglia had everything a teenager could want until he suffered a horrific head 
injury at summer camp. When he emerged from a coma, his right side was paralyzed, he had to 
relearn how to walk and talk, and he needed countless pills to control his emotions. Abandoned and 
shunned by his friends, he began writing to serial killers on a whim and discovered that the same 
traumatic brain injury that made him an outcast to his peers now enabled him to connect emotionally 
with notorious murderers. Soon many of America’s most dangerous psychopaths were revealing to him 
heinous details about their crimes—even those they’d never been convicted of. Tony despaired as he 
found himself inescapably drawn into their violent worlds of murder, rape, and torture—until he found a 
way to use his gift. Asked by investigators from the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
to aid in solving a murder, Tony launched his own searches for forgotten victims with clues provided by 
the killers themselves. The Serial Killer Whisperer takes readers into the minds of murderers like never 
before, but it also tells the inspiring tale of a struggling American family and a tormented young man 
who found healing and closure in the most unlikely way—by connecting with monsters.

Give a Boy a Gun

Keith Hunter Jesperson, The Sad Story of the Happy Face Killer Stories about serial killers are 
incredibly popular. Tracking down a mass murderer is a constant plot line in films, television, and 
literature. But these stories are so often based on real life. In certain circumstances, however, real life 
goes a step beyond what we could imagine happening in fiction. Sometimes, the actions of a serial 
killer can seem so extreme and strange, their motivations so twisted and evil, that we struggle to 
comprehend exactly how they fit into the modern world. In the case of Keith Hunter Jesperson, the truth 
behind his murder spree is more horrific than anything dreamt up by Hollywood's best screenwriters. 
After a disturbing childhood left the giant of a man riddled with emotional and psychological scars, 
Jesperson travelled across Canada and spent time strangling and killing women whom he met along 
the way. While he was only convicted of eight murders, his own boasts suggest that total could have 
reached as high as 160. As a truck driver, he had the perfect cover story for travelling from town to 
town without having to put down roots. Often leaving an unsuspecting family at home, he was out in the 
wilderness committing heinous acts without anyone from the authorities coming close to suspecting 
his guilt. Jesperson, annoyed by the lack of attention he was receiving, began to leave messages to 
the public. Scrawled onto the walls of truck stop bathrooms, he signed each confession with a happy, 
smiley face. This led the media to christening him the Happy Face Killer. It was decades before the 
investigators came close to catching the killer, so read on to discover just how Keith Hunter Jesperson 
managed to get away with numerous horrific murders. This is the story of the Happy Face Killer. Scroll 
back up and grab your copy today!

The Misbegotten Son

Larry W. Eyler was caught in 1983, accused of being the "homosexual highway killer," responsible for 
22 murders in three states. Unbelievably, he was indicted for just one killing and spent three months 
in jail before an Illinois judge determined that the overwhelming evidence against him was tainted. 
He was released. Six months later Eyler was caught again. This time he was accused of a brutal, 
unimaginable murder of a 15-year-old street hustler. Crime journalist Gera-Lind Kolarik was the first 
person to recognize the killer's hunting pattern, which crossed state lines -- she alerted the Illinois Lake 
County sheriff, thus initiating a crucial turn in the investigation. In Freed to Kill, Kolarik with journalist 
Wayne Klatt intelligently examines the story of Eyler and his victims and investigates the institutions 
and officials that allowed Eyler a chance to hunt again.

The Serial Killer Whisperer

Leading crime expert Christopher Berry-Dee gained the trust of some of the most infamous convicted 
killers, having corresponded with them and even entered their prison lairs to discuss their horrific crimes 



in detail. In this book, he presents six unforgettable prisoners and allows them to tell their stories, as well 
as giving the details and background of their terrifying cases - making this a must-read for aficionados 
of the genre and anyone fascinated by the extremes of human behaviour. Beyond the headlines, once 
the drama of the courtroom has subsided and the prison gates have been locked behind these killers 
for good, Talking With Serial Killers: Dead Men Talking allows the reader to get up close and personal 
with torturers, sexual psychopaths and mass murderers, to read the stories that are rarely heard and 
get the last word from some of the world's most pitiless killers.

The Happy Face Murderer

A Storm Of Violence Paul St. Pierre was an alcoholic driven by an urge to kill all the time. He bullied 
his younger brother, Chris, into committing unspeakable acts. His childhood friend, Andrew Webb, took 
drugs, talked to skulls, and dreamed about eating human flesh. It was only a matter of time before 
the trio terrorized a quiet neighborhood near Tacoma, Washington, with the brutal murders of innocent 
victims caught in a storm of senseless rage. Then the twisted triad turned on each other--over money. 
Paul shot Andrew in the stomach. Chris called the cops. But with tortured individuals like these, justice 
opened the doors to more surprising revelations. . . Warning: contains graphic photos. "True crime at 
its best." --Jack Olsen

Freed to Kill

This is an in-depth interview between the author and Keith Jesperson, the notorious serial killer. Keith 
describes his murders, the last moments of his victims life and what he thinks made him kill in the 
first place. This is a must read for psychology professionals,behavioral specialists, law enforcement, 
forensic and criminal justice teachers and those that have a facination with true crime. This book is 
graphic and horrifying and is considered adult content.This may provide answers for why a person 
murders not only one person, but eight women;murdered innocence.

Talking with Serial Killers: Dead Men Talking

Canada is seen as a peaceful place, but this wake-up call shows us that there have been more 
than 60 serial killers in our history. Limited time offer. There are more than 60 serial murderers in 
Canadian history. For too long awareness of serial murder in Canada has been confined toWest 
Coastbutcher Clifford Olson and the "Schoolgirl Murderers" Paul Bernardo and Karla Homolka, along 
with the horrific acts of pig farmer Robert Pickton. Unlike our American neighbours, Canada has been 
viewed as a nation untouched by the shadow of multiple murder. Then came Colonel Russell Williams 
and his bizarre homicides and serial home invasions, which were sensational news worldwide on 
the Internet and television and in scores of newspapers and magazines. The reason for Canada’s 
serial killer blackout is clear: until now such information has never been compiled and presented 
in a single concise work. ColdNorth Killers is a wake-up call. This detailed and haunting account 
of Canada’s worst monsters analyzes their crimes, childhoods, and inevitable downfalls. It is an 
indispensablecompendium for any true crime lover, criminologist, or law-enforcement officer.

Head Shot

Edgar Award Finalist: The true story of a serial killer who terrorized a midwestern town in the era of 
free love—by the coauthor of The French Connection. In 1967, during the time of peace, free love, and 
hitchhiking, nineteen-year-old Mary Terese Fleszar was last seen alive walking home to her apartment 
in Ypsilanti, Michigan. One month later, her naked body—stabbed over thirty times and missing both 
feet and a forearm—was discovered, partially buried, on an abandoned farm. A year later, the body 
of twenty-year-old Joan Schell was found, similarly violated. Southeastern Michigan was terrorized by 
something it had never experienced before: a serial killer. Over the next two years, five more bodies were 
uncovered around Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti, Michigan. All the victims were tortured and mutilated. All 
were female students. After multiple failed investigations, a chance sighting finally led to a suspect. On 
the surface, John Norman Collins was an all-American boy—a fraternity member studying elementary 
education at Eastern Michigan University. But Collins wasn’t all that he seemed. His female friends 
described him as aggressive and short tempered. And in August 1970, Collins, the “Ypsilanti Ripper,” 
was arrested, found guilty, and sentenced to life in prison without chance of parole. Written by the 
coauthor of The French Connection, The Michigan Murders delivers a harrowing depiction of the savage 
murders that tormented a small midwestern town.



Murdered innocence Look through the eyes of serial killer Keith Jesperson

The bestselling author of Targeted shares the identity of the serial killer who co-starred with him on Dark 
Minds and the story of their intriguing bond. In September 2011, M. William Phelps made a decision 
that would change reality-based television—and his own life. He asked a convicted serial killer to act as 
a consultant for his TV series. Under the code name “Raven,” the murderer shared his insights into the 
minds of other killers and helped analyze their crimes. As the series became an international sensation, 
Raven became Phelps's unlikely confidante, ally—and friend. In this deeply personal account, Phelps 
traces his own family's dark history, and takes us into the heart and soul of a serial murderer. He also 
chronicles the complex relationship he developed with Raven. From questions about morality to Raven's 
thoughts on the still-unsolved, brutal murder of Phelps's sister-in-law, the author found himself grappling 
with an unwanted, unexpected, unsettling connection with a cold-blooded killer. Drawing on over seven 
thousand pages of letters, dozens of hours of recorded conversations, personal and Skype visits, and a 
friendship five years in the making, Phelps sheds new light on Raven's bloody history, including details 
of an unknown victim, the location of a still-buried body—and a jaw-dropping admission. All this makes 
for an unforgettable journey into the mind of a charming, manipulative psychopath that few would dare 
to know—and the determined journalist who did just that. Praise for New York Times bestselling author 
M. William Phelps “Anything by Phelps is an eye-opening experience.” —Suspense Magazine “Phelps 
is the king of true crime.” —Lynda Hirsch, Creators Syndicate columnist

Cold North Killers

***With an exclusive behind-the-scenes conversation between Billy Jensen and retired detective Paul 
Holes on the Golden State Killer, their favorite cold cases, and more*** Have you ever wanted to solve 
a murder? Gather the clues the police overlooked? Put together the pieces? Identify the suspect? 
Journalist Billy Jensen spent fifteen years investigating unsolved murders, fighting for the families of 
victims. Every story he wrote had one thing in common—they didn't have an ending. The killer was 
still out there. But after the sudden death of a friend, crime writer and author of I'll Be Gone in the 
Dark, Michelle McNamara, Billy became fed up. Following a dark night, he came up with a plan. A 
plan to investigate past the point when the cops had given up. A plan to solve the murders himself. 
You'll ride shotgun as Billy identifies the Halloween Mask Murderer, finds a missing girl in the California 
Redwoods, and investigates the only other murder in New York City on 9/11. You'll hear intimate details 
of the hunts for two of the most terrifying serial killers in history: his friend Michelle McNamara's pursuit 
of the Golden State Killer and his own quest to find the murderer of the Allenstown Four. And Billy gives 
you the tools—and the rules—to help solve murders yourself. Gripping, complex, unforgettable, Chase 
Darkness with Me is an examination of the evil forces that walk among us, illustrating a novel way to 
catch those killers, and a true-crime narrative unlike any you've read before.

The Michigan Murders

And on its surface, the Chappaquiddick Incident (as it has infamously become known) was a simple 
but tragic traffic accident. However, its political fallout caused it to become the most speculated-upon 
car accident until Princess Diana's fatal ride, some 28 years later: Was Kennedy drunk? Was he trying 
to conceal an affair by deliberately killing Kopechne? Why did he wait for so long before reporting the 
accident? And who else was involved? Olsen tells the tale with as much detail as was made available 
to him. Though there is apparently only a single living eye-witness to the accident (Kennedy himself, 
who described having the "sensation of drowning" on live television a week later), Olsen tracks down 
the incongruous statements made by others who were indirectly involved... and comes to a potential 
conclusion which would be difficult to refute. There is no legal evidence of this conclusion, of course, 
but his alternate explanation of events turns much of the circumstantial evidence into a logic-of-sorts.

Dangerous Ground

A #1 Wall Street Journal, Amazon Charts, USA Today, and Washington Post bestseller. #1 New York 
Times bestselling author Gregg Olsen's shocking and empowering true-crime story of three sisters 
determined to survive their mother's house of horrors. After more than a decade, when sisters Nikki, 
Sami, and Tori Knotek hear the word mom, it claws like an eagle's talons, triggering memories that have 
been their secret since childhood. Until now. For years, behind the closed doors of their farmhouse 
in Raymond, Washington, their sadistic mother, Shelly, subjected her girls to unimaginable abuse, 
degradation, torture, and psychic terrors. Through it all, Nikki, Sami, and Tori developed a defiant bond 
that made them far less vulnerable than Shelly imagined. Even as others were drawn into their mother's 



dark and perverse web, the sisters found the strength and courage to escape an escalating nightmare 
that culminated in multiple murders. Harrowing and heartrending, If You Tell is a survivor's story of 
absolute evil--and the freedom and justice that Nikki, Sami, and Tori risked their lives to fight for. Sisters 
forever, victims no more, they found a light in the darkness that made them the resilient women they 
are today--loving, loved, and moving on.

Chase Darkness with Me

New York Times Bestseller: The “fascinating” true story of John Dale Cavaness, a much-admired Illinois 
doctor—and the cold-blooded killer of his own son (The Washington Post). Fusing the narrative power 
of an award-winning novelist and the detailed research of an experienced investigator, author Darcy 
O’Brien unfolds the story of Dr. John Dale Cavaness, the southern Illinois physician and surgeon 
charged with the murder of his son Sean in December 1984. Outraged by the arrest of the skilled 
medical practitioner who selflessly attended to their needs, the people of Little Egypt, as the natives 
call their region, rose to his defense. But during the subsequent trial, a radically different, disquieting 
portrait of Dr. Cavaness would emerge. Throughout the three decades that he enjoyed the admiration 
and respect of his community, Cavaness was privately terrorizing his family, abusing his employees, 
and making disastrous financial investments. As more and more grisly details of the Cavaness case 
come to stark Midwestern light in O’Brien’s chilling account, so too does the hidden gothic underside 
of rural America and its heritage of violence and blood. “A meticulous account . . . An implicit indictment 
of a culture that condones and encourages violent behavior in men.” —The New York Times Book 
Review “A fascinating story, and Darcy O’Brien does a great job of structuring it for suspense.” 
—The Washington Post “Riveting.”—Publishers Weekly “A terrifying story of family violence and the 
community that honored the perpetrator.” —Kirkus Reviews “Stunning material . . . Handled with justice 
and fastidiousness by a natural storyteller.” —Seamus Heaney, winner of the Nobel Prize

The Bridge at Chappaquiddick

Ten-Year-Old Krystal Surles Watched In Horror As Her Best Friend Was Murdered At The Hands Of 
An Intruder. Then with cold-blooded precision he brought a twelve-inch boning knife to Krystal's throat. 
With a single, violent slash, he severed her windpipe and left her for dead. Miraculously, she survived 
and would lead authorities to the arrest of 35-year-old Tommy Lynn Sells, a former truck driver, carnival 
worker, and cross-country drifter... He Aspired To Become "The Worst Serial Killer Of All Time." With 
no apparent motive and no common pattern to his inconceivable bloodshed, the elusive Sells had 
carved his way across the country for two decades slaughtering women, men, transients, entire families, 
teenagers, and even infants with ghoulish abandon. Through The Window is more than an investigation 
into a crime spree that stunned a nation. It's an utterly terrifying plunge into the unfathomable dark mind 
of a serial killer, and the heart-wrenching story of the brave child who finally brought him to justice.

If You Tell

Never Trust a Chained Captive. That was one of the rules David Parker Ray posted on the isolated 
property where he and his girlfriend Cynthia Hendy lived near New Mexico's Elephant Butte Lake. They 
called their windowless trailer The Toybox. Over the years they lured countless young women into its 
chamber of unspeakable pain and horror--and filmed every moment. A Satanist, Ray was the center 
of a web of sadism, sex slavery, and murder. Authorities suspect he murdered more than 60 women. 
In October 2011, a flood of tips led to a renewed search for the remains of more possible victims. This 
updated edition reveals all the details, plus the inside story on the controversial movie based on these 
unforgettable events. "An eye-opening journey into the world of criminal sexual sadism." --Jim Yontz, 
Deputy District Attorney, Albuquerque, New Mexico 16 pages of haunting photos "Darkly fascinating. . 
.a shocker from beginning to end." --Gregg Olsen, New York Times bestselling author

Murder in Little Egypt

A Simon & Schuster eBook. Simon & Schuster has a great book for every reader.

Through the Window

True crime anthology that takes a closer look at some of the worst of the worst serial killers.

Slow Death:



In 1985, Charles Ng and Leonard Lake were spotted shoplifting. Ng escaped, but Lake's capture led 
police to a concrete bunker in the Sierra Nevada foothills, where they discovered the grisly evidence of 
an orgy of sex crimes, torture and murder that claimed at least sixteen victims. Lake committed suicide: 
Ng fled to Canada, where he was tracked down and extradited to California. This 14-year, $10 million 
legal case was the costliest and longest criminal prosecution in California history.

How to Make a Serial Killer

Few serial killers in history have garnered as much attention as Jeffrey Lionel Dahmer. Although 
Dahmer killed seventeen young men and boys, it was not so much the number of people he killed that 
makes him stand out among famous serial killers, but more so the acts of depravity that he committed 
on the corpses of his victims. In this true crime story you will read how Dahmer transitioned from a loner 
to serial killer, committing numerous unnatural acts along the way such as necrophilia and cannibalism. 
Following in the macabre tradition of another infamous Wisconsin serial killer-Ed Gein-Jeffrey Dahmer 
terrorized Milwaukee for most of the 1980s until he was finally captured in 1991.Perhaps one of the 
most frightening aspects of Jeffrey Dahmer's serial killer career was how easy he was able to lure 
his victims into his trap. Dahmer possessed above average intellect, was conventionally good looking, 
and usually had a calm demeanor that could disarm even the most paranoid of people. Because of 
these traits, Dahmer was able to evade justice numerous times, which allowed him to keep killing. 
Truly, Dahmer was able to fool his family, the police, his neighbors, and even the judicial system into 
believing that he was not a threat; but during the entire time his kill count increased and the body parts 
of his victims began to pile up around his apartment.Open the pages of this book to read a story that is 
among the most disturbing of all true crime serial killers. You will follow the course of Dahmer's life from 
an alcoholic outcast in high school to a vicious predator who stalked the streets of Milwaukee. Finally, 
you will read about Dahmer's trial, his jail house murder, and the impact that his many crimes had on 
Milwaukee.

The Serial Killer Books

Die For Me
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