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Delve into the rich history of the Pan American Games, exploring the fascinating evolution of this 
significant multi-sport event across the Americas. From its initial vision to its profound legacy, this article 
offers a comprehensive sports history analysis of how the Games have shaped athletic competition 
and cultural exchange within the Western Hemisphere.
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Historicizing the Pan-American Games

The Pan-American Games, begun officially in 1951 in Buenos Aires and held in every region of the 
western hemisphere, have become one of the largest multi-sport games in the world. 6,132 athletes 
from 41 countries competed in 48 sports in the 2015 Games in Toronto, Canada. The Games are 
simultaneously an avenue for the spread of the Olympic Movement across the Americas, a stage for 
competing ideologies of Pan-American unity, and an occasion for host city infrastructural stimulus and 
economic development. And yet until this volume, the Games have never been studied as a single 
entity from a scholarly viewpoint. Historicizing the Pan-American Games presents 12 original articles 
on the Games. Topics range from the origins of the Games in the period between the world wars, to their 
urban, hemispheric and cultural legacies, to the policy implications of specific Games for international 
sport. The entire collection is set against the shifting economic, social, political, cultural, sporting and 
artistic contexts of the turbulent western hemisphere. Historicizing the Pan-American Games makes 
a significant contribution to the literature on major games, Olympic sport and sport in the western 
hemisphere. This book was previously published as a special issue of The International Journal of the 
History of Sport.
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The Games of August

The Olympic Games are a phenomenon of unparalleled global proportions. This book examines 
the rich and complex involvement of Latin America and the Caribbean peoples with the Olympic 
Movement, serving as an effective medium to explore the making of this region. The nine essays here 
investigate the influence, struggles, and contributions of Latin American and Caribbean societies to 
the Olympic Movement. By delving into nationalist political movements, post-revolutionary diplomacy, 
decolonization struggles, gender and disability discourses, and more, they define how the nations of 
this region have shaped and been shaped by the Olympic Movement.

Olimpismo

This volume examines the cultural meanings of high-level amateur and professional hockey in Canada 
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. In particular, the author analyzes English 
Canadian media narratives of Stanley Cup "challenge" games and championship series between 1896 
and 1907. Newspaper coverage and telegraph reconstructions of Stanley Cup challenges contributed 
significantly to the growth of a mediated Canadian "hockey world" – and a broader "world of sport" – 
during this time period. By 1903, Stanley Cup hockey games had become national Canadian events, 
followed by audiences across the country. Hockey also played an important role in the construction 
of gender and class identities, and in debates about amateurism, professionalism, and community 
representation in sport. The author also explores the connections between violence and masculinity in 
Canadian hockey by examining media descriptions of "brutal" and "strenuous" play. He analyzes how 
notions of civic identity changed as hockey clubs evolved from amateur teams represented by players 
who were members of their home community to professional aggregations that included paid imports 
from outside the town. As a result, this volume addresses important gaps in the study of sport history 
and the analysis of sport and popular culture. This book was originally published as a special issue of 
The International Journal of the History of Sport.

Media, Culture, and the Meanings of Hockey

Ceded to the United States under the terms of the Treaty of Paris after the Spanish-American War 
of 1898, Puerto Rico has since remained a colonial territory. Despite this subordinated colonial 
experience, however, Puerto Ricans managed to secure national Olympic representation in the 1930s 
and in so doing nurtured powerful ideas of nationalism. By examining how the Olympic movement 
developed in Puerto Rico, Antonio Sotomayor illuminates the profound role sports play in the political 
and cultural processes of an identity that evolved within a political tradition of autonomy rather than 
traditional political independence. Significantly, it was precisely in the Olympic arena that Puerto Ricans 
found ways to participate and show their national pride, often by using familiar colonial strictures—and 
the United States’ claim to democratic values—to their advantage. Drawing on extensive archival 
research, both on the island and in the United States, Sotomayor uncovers a story of a people struggling 
to escape the colonial periphery through sport and nationhood yet balancing the benefits and restraints 
of that same colonial status. The Sovereign Colony describes the surprising negotiations that gave rise 
to Olympic sovereignty in a colonial nation, a unique case in Latin America, and uses Olympic sports 
as a window to view the broader issues of nation building and identity, hegemony, postcolonialism, 
international diplomacy, and Latin American–U.S. relations.

The Sovereign Colony

Interpreting Sports at Museums and Historic Sites provides a step-by-step guide for museums and 
historic sites developing an interpretive plan inclusive of sports.

Interpreting Sports at Museums and Historic Sites

The Cold War was fought in every corner of society, including in the sport and entertainment industries. 
Recognizing the importance of culture in the battle for hearts and minds, the United States, like the 
Soviet Union, attempted to win the favor of citizens in nonaligned states through the soft power of sport. 
Athletes became de facto ambassadors of US interests, their wins and losses serving as emblems 
of broader efforts to shield American culture--both at home and abroad--against communism. In 
Defending the American Way of Life, leading sport historians present new perspectives on high-profile 
issues in this era of sport history alongside research drawn from previously untapped archival sources 
to highlight the ways that sports influenced and were influenced by Cold War politics. Surveying 



the significance of sports in Cold War America through lenses of race, gender, diplomacy, cultural 
infiltration, anti-communist hysteria, doping, state intervention, and more, this collection illustrates how 
this conflict remains relevant to US sporting institutions, organizations, and ideologies today.

Defending the American Way of Life

In July 1950, a young Dutch intersex woman was expelled from elite competition by the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation. It turned out to be the beginning of a dark era in the history of women 
in sport. Young women were subjected to humiliating examinations and dozens of intersex athletes 
were suspended, although no fraud was ever uncovered. This book presents a compelling argument 
against gender verification, showing the pernicious effects that suspension inflicted on the lives of 
young athletes. Some withdrew from the public eye, lived in solitude, or even committed suicide. 
Compassionate profiles of these banned athletes highlight the unfair play of gender verification and 
of their exclusion from competition.

They say I'm not a girl

The Pan American Games, second only to the Olympics as the biggest international sports competition 
in the world, are held every four years (during the year prior to the Summer Olympics) under the 
sponsorship of the International Olympic Committee. This book lists the results of the Pan American 
Games from their commencement in 1951 through 1999. Los Juegos Panamericanos, los segundos 
más importantes del mundo tras los Olímpicos, se han venido celebrando cada cuatro años desde 
1951. Se incluye en el presente trabajo bilingüe un recuento de los resultados reflejados en dichos 
juegos a lo largo de su historia, desde los comienzos hasta los más recientes, celebrados en 1999.

The Pan American Games / Los Juegos Panamericanos

This is a fundamental text for the study of sport history. It answers the ‘why,’ ‘how,’ and ‘what’ questions, 
introducing the key principles and practices of sport history and walking the reader through the 
fascinating stories, debates, issues, and national and international narratives that constitute the history 
of sport. The book provides an overview of the field and the various professional roles assumed by 
practitioners, such as researchers, academics, and public historians. It is brief, crisp, and to the point. 
The main general topics of interest within the field – gender, race, nationalism, religion, sport and 
leisure, and megaevents – are covered with introductory vignettes, stories of interest, a wide variety of 
theoretical frameworks, and relevant historiography in the most current and timely text of its kind. Each 
chapter provides a list of further readings for more in-depth study. Students are taught how to conduct 
research and present their findings in a variety of mediums, and teaching and publication tips are 
offered for educators. Sport History: The Basics is essential reading for any student on a sport-related 
degree course or with an interest in social and cultural history. It is also fascinating reading for anybody 
with a general interest in sport.

Fifth Pan-American Games, July 22 - August 7, 1967, Winnipeg, Canada

Statues of fans as nostalgic monuments to the North American devotion to baseball, Canadian lacrosse 
and ethnic ideologies, the rise of modern sports and class sensibilities in São Paulo, the inaugural 
world championship for women’s hockey, and national memories of Olympic Games hosted on US 
soil. What do these seemingly disparate themes have in common? They each comprise a facet of 
sporting experiences in the western hemisphere that took place between the 1890s and the 1990s. This 
collection offers new insights on the role of sport in defining local, regional, national, and international 
cultures in the western hemisphere. The essays offer historical perspectives on the power of sport 
to create common ground in modern societies while simultaneously exploring how it serves to mark 
cultural boundaries and reinforce cultural identities. From national pastimes to ethnic traditions, from 
class sensibilities to racial ideologies, Sport in the Americas presents novel contributions that examine 
both the singular and manifold patterns of culture that sport animates. The chapters in this book were 
originally published as a special issue in The International Journal of the History of Sport.

Sport History

China’s sports history and its contemporary role in the global sporting community have become 
well-known, but the sporting history and development of China’s two Special Administrative Regions 
– Hong Kong and Macau – have not received the coverage they deserve either in their historical 



contexts or since the handovers of control to the People's Republic. By drawing on a multi-national 
group of scholars and practitioners, this volume makes a unique contribution to the understanding of 
sports development in greater China. The essays in this anthology examine the evolution of key sports, 
the hosting of sporting mega-events, the nexus of sports and politics, identity issues, and the role of 
sporting diplomacy. The chapters provide not only an analysis of colonial legacies but also in-depth 
accounts of the challenges to and outcomes of sports development in Hong Kong after 1997 and 
Macau after 1999. The chapters in this book were originally published in various special issues of The 
International Journal of the History of Sport.

Sport in the Americas

The process of converting the ‘past’ into ‘history’ involves engagement with a multitude of different 
sources and methods, and sports historians inevitably participate in the same debates over approaches 
and methodologies as their counterparts in other historical disciplines. At its heart, history remains 
a genre of empirical knowledge that is based upon the remains of the past, and without suitable 
evidence, there can be no sports history. A burgeoning range of sources has stimulated new ways 
of thinking and a significant expansion in the sports historian’s evidentiary base, as textual sources 
have been supplemented by photos, films and cartoons, uniforms, architecture, maps and landscapes, 
and material culture more generally. This book deals with some of these innovations. It is divided into 
two sections, the first offering chapter-length studies of particular methodologies, and the second, 
brief responses from experts in their fields to the question ‘what can sports historians learn from other 
disciplines?’

The Sports Development of Hong Kong and Macau

The aim of this book, in discussing Elias’s theory, is not to refute it. Tendentiously, the theory works 
with its weaknesses and strong points and it has been enriched by a number of authors over time. 
The objective of this volume is to discuss the blind spots and, more simply, what is too often taken for 
granted: namely the obvious pacifying effect of sports and/or produced by sports. This analysis has 
been guided by two perspectives: the sociological one which questions the "naturalization" of sport 
which is also the naturalization of the "wildlings" which have to be civilized, and the other which comes 
from philosophical anthropology and attempts to comprehend the long term characteristics of this union 
– or disunion – of sport and violence.

Methodology in Sports History

Historical research on the Olympic Movement is highly valuable as it displays processes of continuity 
and transformation by which knowledge building processes on the Olympic Movement, its structure and 
on Olympic sport can be expanded. The Olympic Movement can be addressed from multidisciplinary 
perspectives, including management, sociology, education, philosophy and history. This comprehen-
sive collection examines the multifaceted profile of the Olympic and Paralympic Movement and presents 
new insights drawn from a variety of research projects. Historical and political dimensions of the 
Olympic and Paralympic Movement are addressed, along with educational, ethical, commercial and 
sociological perspectives. This book was originally published as a special issue of The International 
Journal of the History of Sport.

Sport and Violence: Rethinking Elias

In the second half of the twentieth century, the Olympics played an important role in the politics of the 
Cold War and was part of the conflicts between the Capitalist Block, the Socialist Block and Third World 
countries. The Games of the New Emerging Forces (GANEFO) is one of the best examples of the 
politicization of sport and the Olympics in the Cold War era. From the 1980s onward, the Olympics has 
facilitated communication and cooperation between nations in the post–Cold War era and contributed 
to the formation of a new world order. In August 2016, the Games of the XXXI Olympiad were held 
in Rio de Janeiro, making Brazil the first South American country to host the Summer Olympics. This 
was widely regarded as a new landmark event in the history of the modern Olympic movement. From 
the GANEFO to Rio, the Olympic Games have witnessed the shifting balance in international politics 
and world economy. This book aims at understanding the transformation of the Olympics over the past 
decades and tries to explain how the Olympic movement played its part in world politics, the world 
economy and international relations against the background of the rise of developing countries. The 



chapters in this book were published as a special issue in The International Journal of the History of 
Sport.

Olympic Perspectives

This book presents an overview on sport history research in Europe by giving insights into various topics 
between Europe �s south and north. Examples are physical activities in the middle ages in Córdoba, 
bullfighting in Spain, aspects of football in various countries to winter sports in France. Football is mainly 
looked at in the period of the late 1930s to the 1940s, a period of dictatorship in many European 
countries. This is shown at the example of the German press coverage of German–Danish sport 
collaborations and the identity of Spanish football during this time. A further focus are the Olympic 
Games. This topic is taken up in two articles: One discusses as its main subject the famous painting 
'Sport Allegory/The Crowing of the Athletes' created by the father of Pierre de Coubertin, the other one 
has a more current content and shows stakeholders and challenges of the European Youth Olympics 
in 2015. Besides these broad topics, a focus is put on research in sport history by reflecting on 
historical frameworks and various methodological approaches. The chapters in this book were originally 
published as a special issue in The International Journal of the History of Sport.

Olympics in Conflict

The reawakening of Asian martial arts is a distinct example of cultural hybridity in a global setting. This 
book deals with history of Asian martial arts in the contexts of tradition, religion, philosophy, politics and 
culture. It attempts to deepen the study of martial arts studies in their transformation from traditional 
to modern sports. It is also important that this book explores how Asian martial arts, including Shaolin 
martial arts and Taekwondo, have worked as tools for national advocate of identities among Asians 
in order to overcome various national hardships and to promote nationalism in the modern eras. The 
Asian martial arts certainly have been transformed in both nature and content into unique modern 
sports and they have contributed to establishing cultural homogeneity in Asia. This phenomenon can 
be applied to the global community. The chapters in this book were originally published as a special 
issue in the International Journal of the History of Sport.

Sport in Europe

Sporting mega-events habitually spawn protests from local groups discommoded by the building 
of new infrastructure, environmental lobbies contesting the long-term legacies of such events, and 
expressions of outrage at the expenditure of public funds on events often restricted to an elite selection 
of participants and spectators. Are these protest movements ever successful in preventing sporting 
events from taking place or in modifying their nature, or even in drawing attention to social issues? Or 
are they inevitably destined to be ignored in the popular fervour and financial windfall that accompanies 
such events? Similarly, sporting events have occasionally been the site of iconic moments of political 
protest. Tommie Smith’s and John Carlos’ ‘Black Power’ salute at the Mexico Olympics in 1968, for 
example, remains one of the abiding symbols of resistance to oppression expressed in a sporting 
context. What is it about sport that lends itself to these kinds of protests? Are these protests effective 
in accelerating change in society or does the sporting context ultimately serve to trivialize important 
social issues? Here we endeavour to respond to some of these questions and thereby illuminate the 
evolving political, economic, environmental and cultural implications of sport in society. The chapters 
in this book were originally published as a special issue in The International Journal of The History of 
Sport.

Tenth Pan American Games, Indianapolis

Issues for 1952- include reports of the 6th- Olympic winter games and the 1st- Pan American games.

Martial Arts in Asia

Issues for include reports of the Olympic winter games.

Sport and Protest

This book provides the first detailed history of one of the most powerful international sport organ-
isations, the International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF), since 2019 known as World 
Athletics. The book critically assesses the internal power relations within the IAAF by focusing on the 



IAAF leadership. Based on extensive archival research, Power and Politics in World Athletics offers a 
nuanced analysis of the institutionalised strategies that developed as a reflection of the IAAF’s interests 
and aims to create a broader understanding of the global sport system. With only six presidents in over 
a century of existence, the IAAF’s leaders had profound impacts on other international institutions, 
national stakeholders and sporting participants. Through four sections, the book identifies various key 
turning points in the history of the governing body of athletics, and explores the IAAF’s foundation, the 
policies of past IAAF presidents, and controversial issues such as doping, corruption and manipulation 
through a socio-historical lens. The book shows that while anyone could take part in athletics, policies 
enacted by each president served to ostracize those groups who did not fit into the IAAF’s vision of 
an equal playing field. This book is essential reading for anyone with an interest in sport history, sport 
sociology, the politics of sport, sport management, sport governance, or international organisations.

United States ... Olympic Book

Drugs in Sport is the most comprehensive and accurate text on the emotive, complex and critical subject 
of performance enhancement and doping within sport. Thoroughly updated in light of the latest World 
Anti-Doping Code and taking into account the latest regulations, procedures and landmark cases, this 
8th edition explores the science behind drug use in sport, as well as its ethical, social, political and 
administrative context. Introducing an increased focus on athletes with specific needs and on corrupt 
doping practices, the book covers key topics including: - an evaluation of the prevalence of doping 
in sport; - the latest doping control regulations stipulated by the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA); 
- the science and side effects of each major class of drug used in sport; - cutting-edge issues such 
as drug use by transgender athletes; - medical and anti-doping considerations for athletes with an 
impairment; - governance and corruption in sport including institutionalised doping; - issues surrounding 
sport nutrition and supplement use in sport; - medical and pharmaceutical services at major sporting 
events. Accessibly written, and supported throughout with illustrative case studies and data, Drugs in 
Sport provides a crucial and objective resource for students and researchers, athletes, sports scientists, 
coaches and athlete-support staff, journalists, sports administrators and policymakers, alike.

United States Olympic Book

Lifestyles have a history, and lifestyle media is fundamentally implicated in this history. This original 
volume examines issues of taste, media and lifestyle from the 1900s to 1970s, providing a wealth of 
empirical evidence and debate from varied international perspectives. Including examples as diverse 
as 'Good Housekeeping' and 'Playboy', it explores the continuities and discontinuities between the past 
and present to provide a better understanding of the representation of lifestyle and its relationship to the 
self. The volume demonstrates how ideas about gender, nation and 'race' problematize taken-for-grant-
ed assumptions about lifestyle, with particular emphasis on the new middle classes in the US. The 
book also examines the role of advertising and marketing in mediating ideas about lifestyle, the role 
of material culture in the construction of cultural hierarchies and the positioning of social groups within 
wider cartographies of taste. The volume makes a significant contribution to this growing field and will 
interest academics and students in media and cultural studies, communication studies, cultural history 
and sociology.

Power and Politics in World Athletics

Sport has never been a man’s world. As this volume shows, women have served key roles not only 
as athletes and spectators, but as administrators, workers, decision-makers, and leaders in sporting 
organizations around the world. Contributors excavate scarce archival material to uncover histories 
of women’s work in sport, from swimming teachers in nineteenth-century England to national sports 
administrators in twentieth-century Côte d’Ivoire, and many places in between. Their work has been 
varied, holding roles as teachers, wives, and secretaries in sporting contexts around the world, often 
with diplomatic functions—including at the 1968 and 1992 Olympic Games. Finally, this collection 
shows how gender initiatives have developed in sporting institutions in Europe and international sport 
federations today. With a foreword by Grégory Quin and afterword by Anaïs Bohuon, this is a pioneering 
study into gender and women’s work in global sport.

Drugs in Sport

The Encyclopedia of International Games captures (in one alphabetical sequence) the histories of 
these games, many of them for the first time. The work includes major regional events such as 



the African, Asian, Arab, South Pacific, and Pan American Games; competitions such as the Indian 
Ocean Island Games, Arctic Winter Games, Island Games, and Games of the Small Countries of 
Europe; specific populations or professions such as the North American Indigenous Games, Maccabiah 
Games, World Military Games, World Police and Fire Games, and World Medical and Health Games; 
and Special Olympics, the Paralympics, games for the blind, and other regional games.

Historicizing Lifestyle

Several of the ways and cultures that the Bible privileges or denounces slip by unnoticed. When 
those--the privileged and the denounced--are not examined, they fade into and hide in the blind 
spots of the Bible. This collection of essays engages some of the subjects who face dispersion 
(physical displacement that sparks ideological bias) and othering (ideologies that manifest in social 
distancing and political displacement). These include, among others, the builders of Babel, Samaritans, 
Melchizedek, Jezebel, Judith, Gomer, Ruth, slaves, and mothers. In addition to considering the drive to 
privilege or denounce, the contributors also attend to subjects ignored because the Bible's blind spots 
are not examined. These include planet Earth, indigenous Australians, Palestinians, Dalits, minjungs, 
battered women, sexual-abuse victims, religious minorities, mothering men, gays, and foreigners. This 
collection encourages interchanges and exchanges between dispersion and othering, and between 
the Bible and context. It flows in the currents of postcolonial and gendered studies, and closes with a 
script that stages a biblical character at the intersection of the Bible's blind spots and modern readers' 
passions and commitments.

Inal Official Report : XIIth Pan American Sports Games

This is the first book to focus on race, sport, protest, and the Black Atlantic. It brings together innovative 
scholarship on African, African-American, Afro-European, Afro-Brazilian, and Afro-Caribbean sports 
in a manner that speaks effectively to the diversity of the African diaspora, its history, and culture. 
The book explores the history of sports, including baseball, basketball, boxing, football, rugby, cricket, 
and track-and-field athletics to show athlete and fan protests in sport intersected with discourses of 
nationalism, self-fashioning, gender and masculinity, leisure and play, challenges of underdevelopment, 
and the idea of progress. It shows how sport in the African diaspora is a crucially important lens through 
which to understand the challenges, changes, and continuities of Black Atlantic history, the history of 
protest, and racism. This is fascinating reading for anybody with an interest in sport history, social and 
cultural history, post-imperial history and decolonization, or the sociology of sport, race, and political 
protest.

Histories of Women's Work in Global Sport

Historicizing Fear is a historical interrogation of the use of fear as a tool to vilify and persecute 
groups and individuals from a global perspective, offering an unflinching look at racism, fearful framing, 
oppression, and marginalization across human history.The book examines fear and Othering from 
a historical context, providing a better understanding of how power and oppression is used in the 
present day. Contributors ground their work in the theory of Othering—the reductive action of labeling 
a person as someone who belongs to a subordinate social category defined as the Other—in relation 
to historical events, demonstrating that fear of the Other is universal, timeless, and interconnected. 
Chapters address the music of neo-Nazi white power groups, fear perpetuated through the social 
construct of black masculinity in a racially hegemonic society, the terror and racial cleansing in early 
twentieth-century Arkansas, the fear of drug-addicted Vietnam War veterans, the creation of fear by the 
Tang Dynasty, and more. Timely, provocative, and rigorously researched, Historicizing Fear shows how 
the Othering of members of different ethnic groups has been used to propagate fear and social tension, 
justify state violence, and prevent groups or individuals from gaining equality. Broadening the context 
of how fear of the Other can be used as a propaganda tool, this book will be of interest to scholars and 
students of history, anthropology, political science, popular culture, critical race issues, social justice, 
and ethnic studies, as well as the general reader concerned with the fearful framing prevalent in politics. 
Contributors: Quaylan Allen, Melanie Armstrong, Brecht De Smet, Kirsten Dyck, Adam C. Fong, Jeff 
Johnson, Aukasz KamieDski, Guy Lancaster, Henry Santos Metcalf, Julie M. Powell, Jelle Versieren



United States Olympic Book

From remote villages and nomadic encampments to World Health Organization headquarters, a vivid 
ethnography of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative

Encyclopedia of International Games

This book presents new developments in Scandinavian memory cultures related to World War II and the 
Holocaust by combining this focus with the perspective of history didactics. The theoretical framework 
of historical consciousness offers an approach linking individual and collective uses and re-uses of the 
past to the question how history can and should be taught. It also offers some examples of good practice 
in this field. The book promotes a teaching practice which, in taking the social constructivist notions of 
historical consciousness as a starting point, can contribute to self-reflecting and critical thinking - being 
fundamental for any democratic political culture.

Frances R. Grant's Pan American Activities, 1929-1949

The Encyclopedia of American Poetry: The Twentieth Century contains over 400 entries that treat a 
broad range of individual poets and poems, along with many articles devoted to topics, schools, or 
periods of American verse in the century. Entries fall into three main categories: poet entries, which 
provide biographical and cultural contexts for the author's career; entries on individual works, which 
offer closer explication of the most resonant poems in the 20th-century canon; and topical entries, 
which offer analyses of a given period of literary production, school, thematically constructed category, 
or other verse tradition that historically has been in dialogue with the poetry of the United States.

Bible Blindspots

Building Sharjah reveals how modern architecture unfurled across the United Arab Emirates’ 
third-largest city. An oil discovery in 1972 positioned Sharjah as one of the world’s final cities shaped by 
transformative fortune. In the footsteps of Kuwait, Riyadh, and Dubai, Sharjah faced a metamorphosis: 
either one that repeated the past’s mistakes or one that reimagined how wealth can build a city. 
Sharjah’s potential enticed an international cast of experts to create a bold, new city. As their projects 
begin to vanish, this book preserves them through unseen photographs and recovered documents. 
New writing chronicles how local and arriving residents arranged the designed, concrete environment 
into a home. Beyond just a local artifact, this book examines the confident promises made by global 
practices of urbanization.

Sport and Protest in the Black Atlantic

A free open access ebook is available upon publication. Learn more at www.luminosoa.org. This 
boldly original book traces the evolution of documentary film and photography as they migrated 
onto digital platforms during the first decades of the twenty-first century. Kris Fallon examines the 
emergence of several key media forms—social networking and crowdsourcing, video games and virtual 
environments, big data and data visualization—and demonstrates the formative influence of political 
conflict and the documentary film tradition on their evolution and cultural integration. Focusing on 
particular moments of political rupture, Fallon argues that the ideological rifts of the period inspired 
the adoption and adaptation of newly available technologies to encourage social mobilization and 
political action, a function performed for much of the previous century by independent documentary 
film. Positioning documentary film and digital media side by side in the political sphere, Fallon asserts 
that “truth” now lies in a new set of media forms and discursive practices that implicitly shape the 
documentation of everything from widespread cultural spectacles like wars and presidential elections 
to more invisible or isolated phenomena like the Abu Ghraib torture scandal or the “fake news” debates 
of 2016.

Historicizing Fear

The Last “Darky” establishes Bert Williams, the comedian of the late nineteenth century and early 
twentieth, as central to the development of a global black modernism centered in Harlem’s Re-
naissance. Before integrating Broadway in 1910 via a controversial stint with the Ziegfeld Follies, 
Williams was already an international icon. Yet his name has faded into near obscurity, his extraordinary 
accomplishments forgotten largely because he performed in blackface. Louis Chude-Sokei contends 



that Williams’s blackface was not a display of internalized racism nor a submission to the expectations of 
the moment. It was an appropriation and exploration of the contradictory and potentially liberating power 
of racial stereotypes. Chude-Sokei makes the crucial argument that Williams’s minstrelsy negotiated 
the place of black immigrants in the cultural hotbed of New York City and was replicated throughout 
the African diaspora, from the Caribbean to Africa itself. Williams was born in the Bahamas. When 
performing the “darky,” he was actually masquerading as an African American. This black-on-black 
minstrelsy thus challenged emergent racial constructions equating “black” with African American and 
marginalizing the many diasporic blacks in New York. It also dramatized the practice of passing for 
African American common among non-American blacks in an African American–dominated Harlem. 
Exploring the thought of figures such as Booker T. Washington, W. E. B. Du Bois, Marcus Garvey, and 
Claude McKay, Chude-Sokei situates black-on-black minstrelsy at the center of burgeoning modernist 
discourses of assimilation, separatism, race militancy, carnival, and internationalism. While these 
discourses were engaged with the question of representing the “Negro” in the context of white racism, 
through black-on-black minstrelsy they were also deployed against the growing international influence 
of African American culture and politics in the twentieth century.

Chasing Polio in Pakistan

Historicizing the Uses of the Past
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