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So that We Had To Put Back into Port for 12 Hours I Left the Ship and Came Home Thinking What a 
Surprise It Would Be for My Wife and Open that Maybe She Would Be Glad To See Me So Soon the 
Thought Was in My Head as I Turned into My Own Street and at that Moment a Cab Passed Me and 
There She Was Sitting by the Side of Fair Ben the Two Chatting and Laughing with Never a Thought 
for Me as I Stood Watching Them from the Footpath I'Ll Tell You and I'Ll Give You My Word for It
But as I Ran I Got Cunning Too and Hung Back a Little To See Them without Being Seen They Pulled 
Up Soon at the Railway Station There Was a Good Crowd round the Booking-Office So I Got Quite 
Close to Them without Being Seen They Took Tickets for New Brighton So Did I but I Got in Three 
Carriages behind Them When We Reached It They Walked along the Parade and I Was Never More 
than a Hundred Yards from Them the Last I Saw Them Hire a Boat and Start for a Row for It Was a 



Very Hot Day and They Thought no Doubt that It Would Be Cooler on the Water
It Was Just as if They Had Been Given into My Hands It Was a Bit of a Haze and You Could Not See 
More than a Few Hundred Yards I Hired a Boat for Myself and I Pulled after Them I Could See the 
Blur of Their Craft that They Were Going Nearly As Fast as I and They Must Have Been a Long Mile 
from the Shore before I Caught Them Up the Haze Was like a Curtain All around Us There Were We 
Three in the Middle of It My God I Forget Their Faces When I Saw like a Madman and Jabbed at Me 
with an Awl for He Must Have Seen Death in My Eyes
I Got past It Got One in with My Stick That Crushed His Head like an Egg I Would Have Spared Her 
Apps for All My Madness but She Threw Her Arms round Him Crying Out to Him and Calling Him 
Alec I Struck Again and She Lay Stretched beside Him I Was like a Wild Beast Then That Had Tasted 
Blood if Sarah Had Been There by the Lord She Should Have Joined Him I Pulled Out My Knife and 
Well There I'Ve Said Enough He Gave Me a Kind of Savage Joy When I Thought How Sarah Would 
Feel and She Had Such Signs as these of What a Middling Had Brought About
Then I Tied the Bodies into the Boat Stove a Plank and Stood By until They Had Sunk I Knew Very 
Well that the Owner Would Think that They Had Lost Their Bearings in the Haze and Had Drifted Off 
out to Sea I Clean Myself Up Got Back to Land and Join My Ship without a Soul Having a Suspicion 
of What Passed that Night I Made Up the Packet for Sarah Cushing the Next Day I Sent It from Belfast 
There You Have the Old Truth of It You Can Hang Me We'Ll Do What You Like with Me but You CanNot 
Punish Me as I Have Been Punished
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