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Explore the enduring legacy of Paul Volcker, a testament to unwavering persistence in navigating 
complex economic challenges, as expertly chronicled by William L. Silber. This work delves into 
Volcker's transformative impact on global finance and his remarkable triumphs.
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Volcker

Over the course of nearly half a century, five American presidents-three Democrats and two Repub-
licans-have relied on the financial acumen, and the integrity, of Paul A. Volcker. During his tenure as 
chairman of the Federal Reserve Board, when he battled the Great Inflation of the 1970s, Volcker did 
nothing less than restore the reputation of an American financial system on the verge of collapse. After 
the 2008 financial meltdown, the nation turned again to Volcker to restore trust in a shaky financial 
system: President Obama would name his centerpiece Wall Street regulation the Volcker Rule. Volcker's 
career demonstrated that a determined central banker can prevail over economic turmoil-so long 
as he can resist relentless political pressure. His resolve and independent thinking-sorely tested by 
Richard Nixon, Jimmy Carter, and Ronald Reagan-laid the foundation for a generation of economic 
stability. Indeed, William L. Silber argues, it was only Volcker's toughness on monetary policy that 
"forced Reagan to be Reagan" and to rein in America's deficit. Noted scholar and finance expert 
Silber draws on hours of candid personal interviews and complete access to Volcker's personal papers 
to render dramatic behind-the-scenes accounts from Volcker's career at the Treasury Department 
and the Federal Reserve: secret negotiations with European ministers; confrontations with the White 
House; crisis conferences with Wall Street titans, and even tense boardroom rebellions within the Fed 
itself. Filled with frank commentary from Volcker himself-including why he was personally irked with 
the "Volcker Rule" label-this will be the definitive account of Volcker's indispensable role in American 
economic history.
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financial system- President Obama would name his centerpiece Wall Street regulation the Volcker Rule. 
Volcker's career demonstrated that a determined central banker can prevail over economic turmoil-so 
long as he can resist relentless political pressure. His resolve and independent thinking-sorely tested 
by Richard Nixon, Jimmy Carter, and Ronald Reagan-laid the foundation for a generation of economic 
stability. Indeed, William L. Silber argues, it was only Volcker's toughness on monetary policy that 
forced Reagan to be Reagan and to rein in America's deficit. Noted scholar and finance expert Silber 
draws on hours of candid personal interviews and complete access to Volcker's personal papers 
to render dramatic behind-the-scenes accounts from Volcker's career at the Treasury Department 
and the Federal Reserve- secret negotiations with European ministers; confrontations with the White 
House; crisis conferences with Wall Street titans, and even tense boardroom rebellions within the Fed 
itself. Filled with frank commentary from Volcker himself-including why he was personally irked with 
the Volcker Rule label-this will be the definitive account of Volcker's indispensable role in American 
economic history.

Volcker

A profile of the former Federal Reserve chairman lauds his handling of multiple economic crises, cred-
iting him with restoring America's financial system in the 1970s and aiding the Obama administration 
with establishing Wall Street regulations.

The Story of Silver

"This is the story of silver's transformation from soft money during the nineteenth century to hard asset 
today, and how manipulations of the white metal by American president Franklin D. Roosevelt during 
the 1930s and by the richest man in the world, Texas oil baron Nelson Bunker Hunt, during the 1970s 
altered the course of American and world history. FDR pumped up the price of silver to help jump 
start the U.S. economy during the Great Depression, but this move weakened China, which was then 
on the silver standard, and facilitated Japan's rise to power before World War II. Bunker Hunt went 
on a silver-buying spree during the 1970s to protect himself against inflation and triggered a financial 
crisis that left him bankrupt. Silver has been the preferred shelter against government defaults, political 
instability, and inflation for most people in the world because it is cheaper than gold. The white metal 
has been the place to hide when conventional investments sour, but it has also seduced sophisticated 
investors throughout the ages like a siren. This book explains how powerful figures, up to and including 
Warren Buffett, have come under silver's thrall, and how its history guides economic and political 
decisions in the twenty-first century"--Publisher's description

When Washington Shut Down Wall Street

When Washington Shut Down Wall Street unfolds like a mystery story. It traces Treasury Secretary 
William Gibbs McAdoo's triumph over a monetary crisis at the outbreak of World War I that threatened 
the United States with financial disaster. The biggest gold outflow in a generation imperiled America's 
ability to repay its debts abroad. Fear that the United States would abandon the gold standard sent 
the dollar plummeting on world markets. Without a central bank in the summer of 1914, the United 
States resembled a headless financial giant. William McAdoo stepped in with courageous action, we 
read in Silber's gripping account. He shut the New York Stock Exchange for more than four months to 
prevent Europeans from selling their American securities and demanding gold in return. He smothered 
the country with emergency currency to prevent a replay of the bank runs that swept America in 1907. 
And he launched the United States as a world monetary power by honoring America's commitment to 
the gold standard. His actions provide a blueprint for crisis control that merits attention today. McAdoo's 
recipe emphasizes an exit strategy that allows policymakers to throttle a crisis while minimizing 
collateral damage. When Washington Shut Down Wall Street recreates the drama of America's battle for 
financial credibility. McAdoo's accomplishments place him alongside Paul Volcker and Alan Greenspan 
as great American financial leaders. McAdoo, in fact, nursed the Federal Reserve into existence as the 
1914 crisis waned and served as the first chairman of the Federal Reserve Board.

The Power of Nothing to Lose

"Silber is a charming narrator, and the stories in this book range from the Montgomery bus boycott to 
the mating habits of spiders to the sinking of the Lusitania. The insight linking these episodes is both 
simple and profound: when people (or spiders) have nothing to lose, caution deserts them. Refugees 
seeking asylum, presidents facing term limits, patients with terminal illnesses, Adolf Hitler in December 



1944: all illustrate how desperate people will rationally gamble for redemption. Read Silber for the 
pleasure of his prose. But also read him for his wisdom." — Sebastian Mallaby, Senior Fellow at the 
Council on Foreign Relations, and author of More Money Than God: Hedge Funds and the Making of 
a New Elite "Silber has a great eye for forces that have driven important decisions in history. This book 
weaves together gripping accounts of risky behavior by politicians, generals, and business leaders, and 
how they impacted society in surprising ways. I couldn't put this book down." — Thomas J. Sargent, 
Nobel Laureate in Economics “Silber uses specific examples of how ‘the power of nothing to lose’ has 
benefited many people who have changed the course of history, from Rosa Parks to star athletes such 
as Venus Williams.” — Sofia Pitt, CNBC "A brisk look at times when it pays off to take a chance." 
— Kirkus Reviews "'As Bill Silber shows in this enthralling and entertaining book--which I devoured 
in a single sitting--all kinds of people through history have acted recklessly in the belief that they had 
nothing to lose, from second-term presidents pardoning crooked cronies to quarter-backs throwing Hail 
Mary passes. One of the world's most brilliant teachers of finance, Bill Silber knows that the best way 
to teach the tricky math of options-pricing is to wrap it in good yarns from sports, politics and history. 
The Power of Nothing to Lose brings together some of his best stories--and kindly omits the math." 
— Niall Ferguson, Milbank Family Senior Fellow, the Hoover Institution, and author of The Ascent of 
Money "What do Rosa Parks, Mohamed Atta, Aaron Rodgers, George Washington,and Adolf Hitler, 
have in common...Silber has the answer." — Keen On Podcast "Fascinating." — Tobias Carlisle, The 
Acquirers Podcast "[William L. Silber's] comments are pertinent in the present day of cryptocurrencies, 
the ‘retailization’ of options trading, NFTs, and meme stocks, among others." — The Contrarian Investor 
Podcast

Paul Volcker

As the Chairman of the Federal Reserve from 1979 to 1982, Paul Volcker established himself as 
one of the most influential economic thinkers. Currently a major advocate for corporate governance 
and accounting reforms, Volcker’s reputation as a great business leader with uncompromising ethics 
continues to this day. Written by award-winning New York Times journalist Joseph Treaster, Paul Volcker: 
The Making of a Financial Legend takes readers through the most compelling moments of this legend’s 
life in private and public service. From his early days as a young Treasury Department official through his 
appointments to the New York Federal Reserve Bank, the Federal Reserve, and James D. Wolfensohn, 
Inc., this inspiring book captures the significant moments in Volcker life and explores the ethical, 
economic, and moral dilemmas he faced at every turn.

Keeping At It

The extraordinary life story of the former chairman of the Federal Reserve, whose absolute integrity 
provides the inspiration we need as our constitutional system and political tradition are being tested to 
the breaking point. As chairman of the Federal Reserve (1979-1987), Paul Volcker slayed the inflation 
dragon that was consuming the American economy and restored the world's faith in central bankers. 
That extraordinary feat was just one pivotal episode in a decades-long career serving six presidents. 
Told with wit, humor, and down-to-earth erudition, the narrative of Volcker's career illuminates the 
changes that have taken place in American life, government, and the economy since World War II. He 
vibrantly illustrates the crises he managed alongside the world's leading politicians, central bankers, 
and financiers. Yet he first found his model for competent and ethical governance in his father, the town 
manager of Teaneck, NJ, who instilled Volcker's dedication to absolute integrity and his "three verities" 
of stable prices, sound finance, and good government.

Vow

"Disarmingly honest, beautifully insightful. Crack open Vow and prepare to be quickly carried away by 
Plump's vivid prose, so-close-you-can-hear-it voice, and suspenseful storytelling skills." -- Redbook 
magazine

Portfolio Behavior of Financial Institutions

"A sweeping work of history and analysis, Changing Fortunes chronicles the worlds economic up-
heavals since 1945 and the challenges to American prosperity and hegemony--from the perspective 
of two distinguished statesman, an American and a Japanese." "Paul Volcker, the legendary former 
chairman of the Federal Reserve Board, and Toyoo Gyohten, one of Japan's leading economic policy 
makers, have been major figures on the world scene for more than two decades. In Changing Fortunes, 



they explain the huge changes in the international monetary order both helped to shape. With candor 
and insight, Volcker and Gyohten explore the decisions and personalities that have influenced the 
world's economy over the last fifty years." "Changing Fortunes begins with the stability and wealth of 
the Bretton Woods era and stretches through the financial turmoils of the Vietnam War; the devaluation, 
floating, and ensuing decline of the dollar; the oil shocks of the 1970s and the Federal Reserves battle 
against inflation; the Latin American debt crisis; and, finally, the Reagan administration's attempt to 
manage the international economy after first ignoring the consequences of its policies for the rest of 
the world." "Volcker and Gyohten recount each episode from an American and a Japanese position, 
offering a uniquely broad view of critical issues. Through keen portraits of the people and the politics of 
international economics, the authors bring a complex subject to life and address fundamental questions 
for the world's economic order after the Cold War--a world in which the United States must share the 
burdens of leadership." "As Paul Volcker writes in the introduction: "How much of the relative decline of 
the United States was natural, how much of it was desirable, and how much of it came from self-inflicted 
wounds? Should we, with the help of the Japanese, have worked harder to maintain the Bretton Woods 
system and the stability its exchange rates provided? Has the breakdown of that system been partly 
responsible for the slower world growth and greater instability in the past two decades? Where do we go 
from here without so dominant and enlightened a leader as the United States was at the end of World 
War II?"" "Lucid, accessible, and full of challenging insights, Changing Fortunes is essential reading 
for anyone interested in the world's money--past, present, and future."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary 
field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Changing Fortunes

The global financial crisis of 2007–2008 was both an economic catastrophe and a watershed event 
in world politics. In American Power after the Financial Crisis, Jonathan Kirshner explains how the 
crisis altered the international balance of power, affecting the patterns and pulse of world politics. 
The crisis, Kirshner argues, brought about an end to what he identifies as the "second postwar 
American order" because it undermined the legitimacy of the economic ideas that underpinned that 
order—especially those that encouraged and even insisted upon uninhibited financial deregulation. 
The crisis also accelerated two existing trends: the relative erosion of the power and political influence 
of the United States and the increased political influence of other states, most notably, but not 
exclusively, China.Looking ahead, Kirshner anticipates a "New Heterogeneity" in thinking about how 
best to manage domestic and international money and finance. These divergences—such as varying 
assessments of and reactions to newly visible vulnerabilities in the American economy and changing 
attitudes about the long-term appeal of the dollar—will offer a bold challenge to the United States and 
its essentially unchanged disposition toward financial policy and regulation. This New Heterogeneity 
will contribute to greater discord among nations about how best to manage the global economy. A 
provocative look at how the 2007–2008 economic collapse diminished U.S. dominance in world politics, 
American Power after the Financial Crisis suggests that the most significant and lasting impact of the 
crisis and the Great Recession will be the inability of the United States to enforce its political and 
economic priorities on an increasingly recalcitrant world.

American Power after the Financial Crisis

Understand the theories and interpret the actions of modern central banks Central Banking takes 
a comprehensive look at the topic of central banking, and provides readers with an understanding 
and insights into the roles and functions of modern central banks in advanced as well as emerging 
economies, theories behind their thinking, and actual operations practices. The book takes a systematic 
approach to the topic, while providing an accessible format and style that is appropriate for general 
audiences and students with only a minimal macroeconomic background. Theoretical reviews and 
examples of how the theories are applied in practice are presented in an easy-to-understand manner 
and serve as a guide for readers to further investigate specific ancillary central banking topics and 
as a means to make informed judgments about central bank actions. Important topics covered in the 
book include: Evolution of central banking functions and the international monetary system Theoretical 
backgrounds that are the foundation to the modern practice of monetary policy Monetary policy 
regimes, including exchange rate targeting, money supply growth targeting, the risk management 
approach, inflation targeting, and unconventional monetary policy. Actual practice in market operations 
and transmission mechanisms of monetary policy The exchange rate and central banking Theoretical 
backgrounds related to various dimensions of financial stability Current developments with regards to 
sustaining financial stability The future of central banking in the wake of the 2007-2010 global financial 



crisis Case studies on relevant practical issues and key concepts in central banking Designed as 
essential reading for students, market analysts, investors, and central banks' new recruits, Central 
Banking better positions readers to interpret the actions of central banks and to understand the 
complexities of their position in the global financial arena.

Central Banking

This new kind of dictionary reflects the use of “rhythm rhymes” by rappers, poets, and songwriters of 
today. Users can look up words to find collections of words that have the same rhythm as the original 
and are useable in ways that are familiar to us in everything from vers libre poetry to the lyrics and 
music of Bob Dylan and hip hop groups.

The Word Rhythm Dictionary

A powerful case that the economic shocks of the 1970s hastened both the end of the Cold War and 
the rise of neoliberalism by forcing governments to impose austerity on their own people. Why did 
the Cold War come to a peaceful end? And why did neoliberal economics sweep across the world 
in the late twentieth century? In this pathbreaking study, Fritz Bartel argues that the answer to these 
questions is one and the same. The Cold War began as a competition between capitalist and communist 
governments to expand their social contracts as they raced to deliver their people a better life. But 
the economic shocks of the 1970s made promises of better living untenable on both sides of the Iron 
Curtain. Energy and financial markets placed immense pressure on governments to discipline their 
social contracts. Rather than make promises, political leaders were forced to break them. In a sweeping 
narrative, The Triumph of Broken Promises tells the story of how the pressure to break promises spurred 
the end of the Cold War. In the West, neoliberalism provided Western leaders like Ronald Reagan and 
Margaret Thatcher with the political and ideological tools to shut down industries, impose austerity, 
and favor the interests of capital over labor. But in Eastern Europe, revolutionaries like Lech Walesa in 
Poland resisted any attempt at imposing market discipline. Mikhail Gorbachev tried in vain to reform 
the Soviet system, but the necessary changes ultimately presented too great a challenge. Faced with 
imposing economic discipline antithetical to communist ideals, Soviet-style governments found their 
legitimacy irreparably damaged. But in the West, politicians could promote austerity as an antidote to 
the excesses of ideological opponents, setting the stage for the rise of the neoliberal global economy.

The Triumph of Broken Promises

When RBS collapsed and had to be bailed out by the taxpayer in the financial crisis of October 2008 
it played a leading role in tipping Britain into its deepest economic downturn in seven decades. The 
economy shrank, bank lending froze, hundreds of thousands lost their jobs, living standards are still 
falling and Britons will be paying higher taxes for decades to pay the clean-up bill. How on earth had a 
small Scottish bank grown so quickly to become a global financial giant that could do such immense 
damage when it collapsed? At the centre of the story was Fred Goodwin, the former chief executive 
known as "Fred the Shred" who terrorised some of his staff and beguiled others. Not a banker by 
training, he nonetheless was given control of RBS and set about trying to make it one of the biggest 
brands in the world. It was said confidently that computerisation and new banking products had made 
the world safer. Only they hadn't... Based on more than 80 interviews and with access to diaries and 
papers kept by those at the heart of the meltdown, this is the definitive account of the RBS disaster, 
a disaster which still casts such a shadow over our economy. In Making It Happen, senior executives, 
board members, Treasury insiders and regulators reveal how the bank's mania for expansion led it to 
take enormous risks its leaders didn't understand. From the birth of the Royal Bank in 18th century 
Scotland, to the manic expansion under Fred Goodwin in the middle of a mad boom and culminating 
in the epoch-defining collapse, Making It Happen is the full, extraordinary story.

Making It Happen

A successful Wall Street trader turned Cambridge neuroscientist reveals the biology of financial boom 
and bust, showing how risk-taking transforms our body chemistry, driving us to extremes of euphoria 
or stressed-out depression. The laws of financial boom and bust, it turns out, have a lot to do with 
male hormones. In a series of startling experiments, Canadian scientist Dr. John Coates identified 
a feedback loop between testosterone and success that dramatically lowers the fear of risk in men, 
especially young men; he has vividly dubbed the moment when traders transform into exuberant high 
flyers "the hour between dog and wolf." Similarly, intense failure leads to a rise in levels of cortisol, 



which dramatically lowers the appetite for risk. His book expands on his seminal research to offer 
lessons from the exploding new field studying the biology of risk. Coates's conclusions shed light on 
all types of high-pressure decision-making, from the sports field to the battlefield, and leaves us with 
a powerful recognition: to handle risk isn't a matter of mind over body, it's a matter of mind and body 
working together. We all have it in us to be transformed from dog to wolf; the only question is whether 
we can understand the causes and the consequences.

The Hour Between Dog and Wolf

An unprecedented and important insight into the secret world behind our economy.

The Alchemists

Bread, cash, dosh, dough, loot. Call if what you like, it matters now more than ever. In The Ascent of 
Money, Niall Ferguson shows that financial history is the back-story to all history. From the banking 
dynasty who funded the Italian Renaissance to the stock market bubble that caused the French 
Revolution, this is the story of booms and busts as it's never been told before. With the world in the grip 
of the biggest financial crisis since the Great Depression, there's never been a better time to understand 
the ascent - and descent - of money.

The Ascent of Money

Writing New Worlds analyses the different ways in which travel literature constituted a fundamental 
pillar in the production of knowledge in the modern era. The impressive frequency of publication and the 
widespread circulation of translations and editions account for the leading and essential contribution of 
travel literature for a better understanding and awareness about the dynamics and practices associated 
with decoding and making sense of the prose of the world. These texts, in some cases accompanied 
by illustrations, covered a broad and extensive panoply of languages, grammars and ways of seeing, 
translating and writing new worlds. In drawing special attention to internationally less-studied sources 
from Portugal and Germany, the book shows how authors, scholars and artists between the 15th and 
17th centuries responded to the challenges of modernity, and explores the cultural dynamics involved 
in grasping and understanding the New.

Writing New Worlds

From the author of No.1 international bestseller Collapse, a mesmerizing portrait of the human 
past that offers profound lessons for how we can live today Visionary, prize-winning author Jared 
Diamond changed the way we think about the rise and fall of human civilizations with his previous 
international bestsellers Guns, Germs and Steel and Collapse. Now he returns with another epic - 
and groundbreaking - journey into our rapidly receding past. In The World Until Yesterday, Diamond 
reveals how traditional societies around the world offer an extraordinary window onto how our ancestors 
lived for the majority of human history - until virtually yesterday, in evolutionary terms - and provide 
unique, often overlooked insights into human nature. Drawing extensively on his decades working in 
the jungles of Papua New Guinea, Diamond explores how tribal societies approach essential human 
problems, from childrearing to conflict resolution to health, and discovers we have much to learn from 
traditional ways of life. He unearths remarkable findings - from the reason why modern afflictions like 
diabetes, obesity and Alzheimer's are virtually non-existent in tribal societies to the surprising benefits 
of multilingualism. Panoramic in scope and thrillingly original, The World Until Yesterday provides an 
enthralling first-hand picture of the human past that also suggests profound lessons for how to live well 
today. Jared Diamond is the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of the seminal million-copy-bestseller Guns, 
Germs, and Steel, which was named one of TIME's best non-fiction books of all time, and Collapse, a 
#1 international bestseller. A professor of geography at UCLA and noted polymath, Diamond's work has 
been influential in the fields of anthropology, biology, ornithology, ecology and history, among others.

The World Until Yesterday

This book discusses the role of central banks and draws lessons from examining their evolution over 
the past two centuries.

Central Banks at a Crossroads



Since the 2008 financial crisis, a resurgence of interest in economic and financial history has occurred 
among investment professionals. This book discusses some of the lessons drawn from the past that 
may help practitioners when thinking about their portfolios. The book’s editors, David Chambers and 
Elroy Dimson, are the academic leaders of the Newton Centre for Endowment Asset Management at 
the University of Cambridge in the United Kingdom.

Financial Market History: Reflections on the Past for Investors Today

Allan H. Meltzer’s critically acclaimed history of the Federal Reserve is the most ambitious, most 
intensive, and most revealing investigation of the subject ever conducted. Its first volume, published 
to widespread critical acclaim in 2003, spanned the period from the institution’s founding in 1913 to 
the restoration of its independence in 1951. This two-part second volume of the history chronicles the 
evolution and development of this institution from the Treasury–Federal Reserve accord in 1951 to the 
mid-1980s, when the great inflation ended. It reveals the inner workings of the Fed during a period of 
rapid and extensive change. An epilogue discusses the role of the Fed in resolving our current economic 
crisis and the needed reforms of the financial system. In rich detail, drawing on the Federal Reserve’s 
own documents, Meltzer traces the relation between its decisions and economic and monetary theory, 
its experience as an institution independent of politics, and its role in tempering inflation. He explains, for 
example, how the Federal Reserve’s independence was often compromised by the active policy-making 
roles of Congress, the Treasury Department, different presidents, and even White House staff, who 
often pressured the bank to take a short-term view of its responsibilities. With an eye on the present, 
Meltzer also offers solutions for improving the Federal Reserve, arguing that as a regulator of financial 
firms and lender of last resort, it should focus more attention on incentives for reform, medium-term 
consequences, and rule-like behavior for mitigating financial crises. Less attention should be paid, he 
contends, to command and control of the markets and the noise of quarterly data. At a time when the 
United States finds itself in an unprecedented financial crisis, Meltzer’s fascinating history will be the 
source of record for scholars and policy makers navigating an uncertain economic future.

A History of the Federal Reserve, Volume 2, Book 2, 1970-1986

This book explores the important economic and legal questions of market manipulation that have 
arisen in restructured energy markets, paying particular attention to the actions of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission.

Modern Energy Market Manipulation

U.S. International Investment Agreements is the definitive interpretative guide to the United States' 
bilateral investment treaties (BITs) and free trade agreements (FTAs) with investment chapters. Pro-
viding an authoritative look at the development of the BIT program, treatment provisions, expropriation, 
and other provisions, Kenneth J. Vandevelde draws on his years of investment treaty and agreement 
expertise as both a former practitioner and a scholar. This unique and well-organized book analyzes the 
development of U.S. international investment agreement language and strategy within their historical 
context. It also explains the newest changes to the model negotiating text (US Model BIT 2004) and 
additional treaties.

U.S. International Investment Agreements

Why has the United States experienced so many crippling financial crises? The popular answer: U.S. 
banks have long been poorly regulated, subjecting the economy to the whims of selfish interest, 
which must be tempered by more government regulation and centralization. George Selgin turns this 
conventional wisdom on its head. In essays covering U.S. monetary policy since before the Civil War, 
he painstakingly traces financial disorder to its source: misguided government regulation, dispelling 
the myth of the Federal Reserve as a bulwark of stability.

Money

The SIPRI Yearbook 1994 continues SIPRI's review of the latest developments in nuclear weapons, 
world military expenditure, the international arms trade and arms production, chemical and biological 
weapons, the proliferation of ballistic missile technology, armed conflicts in 1993, and nuclear and 
conventional arms control. It is the most complete and authoritative source available for up-to-date 
information in war studies, strategic studies, peace studies, and international relations.

SIPRI Yearbook 1994



This is one of the most significant military books of the twentieth century. By an outstanding soldier of 
independent mind, it pushed forward the evolution of land warfare and was directly responsible for 
German armoured supremacy in the early years of the Second World War. Published in 1937, the 
result of 15 years of careful study since his days on the German General Staff in the First World War, 
Guderian's book argued, quite clearly, how vital the proper use of tanks and supporting armoured 
vehicles would be in the conduct of a future war. When that war came, just two years later, he proved 
it, leading his Panzers with distinction in the Polish, French and Russian campaigns. Panzer warfare 
had come of age, exactly as he had forecast. This first English translation of Heinz Guderian's classic 
book - used as a textbook by Panzer officers in the war - has an introduction and extensive background 
notes by the modern English historian Paul Harris.

Achtung-Panzer!

The Great Inflation in the 1960s and 1970s, notes award-winning columnist Robert J. Samuelson, 
played a crucial role in transforming American politics, economy, and everyday life. The direct conse-
quences included stagnation in living standards, a growing belief—both in America and abroad—that 
the great-power status of the United States was ending, and Ronald Reagan’s election to the presi-
dency in 1980. But that is only half the story. The end of high inflation led to two decades of almost 
uninterrupted economic growth, rising stock prices and ever-increasing home values. Paradoxically, 
this prolonged prosperity triggered the economic and financial collapse of 2008 and 2009 by making 
Americans—from bank executives to ordinary homeowners—overconfident, complacent, and careless. 
The Great Inflation and its Aftermath, Samuelson contends, demonstrated that we have not yet escaped 
the boom-and-bust cycles common in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. This is a sobering 
tale essential for anyone who wants to understand today’s world.

The Great Inflation and Its Aftermath

When Hank Paulson, the former CEO of Goldman Sachs, was appointed in 2006 to become the 
nation's next Secretary of the Treasury, he knew that his move from Wall Street to Washington would be 
daunting and challenging. But Paulson had no idea that a year later, he would find himself at the very 
epicenter of the world's most cataclysmic financial crisis since the Great Depression. Major institutions 
including Bear Stearns, Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, Lehman Brothers, AIG, Merrill Lynch, and Citigroup, 
among others-all steeped in rich, longstanding tradition-literally teetered at the edge of collapse. Panic 
ensnared international markets. Worst of all, the credit crisis spread to all parts of the U.S. economy 
and grew more ominous with each passing day, destroying jobs across America and undermining the 
financial security millions of families had spent their lifetimes building. This was truly a once-in-a-lifetime 
economic nightmare. Events no one had thought possible were happening in quick succession, and 
people all over the globe were terrified that the continuing downward spiral would bring unprecedented 
chaos. All eyes turned to the United States Treasury Secretary to avert the disaster. This, then, is Hank 
Paulson's first-person account. From the man who was in the very middle of this perfect economic 
storm, ON THE BRINK is Paulson's fast-paced retelling of the key decisions that had to be made with 
lightning speed. Paulson puts the reader in the room for all the intense moments as he addressed 
urgent market conditions, weighed critical decisions, and debated policy and economic considerations 
with of all the notable players-including the CEOs of top Wall Street firms as well as Ben Bernanke, 
Timothy Geithner, Sheila Bair, Nancy Pelosi, Barney Frank, presidential candidates Barack Obama and 
John McCain, and then-President George W. Bush. More than an account about numbers and credit 
risks gone bad, ON THE BRINK is an extraordinary story about people and politics-all brought together 
during the world's impending financial Armageddon.

On the Brink

WINNER OF THE 2016 FT & McKINSEY BUSINESS BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD, this is the 
biography of one of the titans of financial history over the last fifty years. Born in 1926, Alan Greenspan 
was raised in Manhattan by a single mother and immigrant grandparents during the Great Depression 
but by quiet force of intellect, rose to become a global financial 'maestro'. Appointed by Ronald 
Reagan to Chairman of the Federal Reserve, a post he held for eighteen years, he presided over an 
unprecedented period of stability and low inflation, was revered by economists, adored by investors 
and consulted by leaders from Beijing to Frankfurt. Both data-hound and eligible society bachelor, 
Greenspan was a man of contradictions. His great success was to prove the very idea he, an advocate 
of the Gold standard, doubted: that the discretionary judgements of a money-printing central bank 



could stabilise an economy. He resigned in 2006, having overseen tumultuous changes in the world's 
most powerful economy. Yet when the great crash happened only two years later many blamed him, 
even though he had warned early on of irrational exuberance in the market place. Sebastian Mallaby 
brilliantly shows the subtlety and complexity of Alan Greenspan's legacy. Full of beautifully rendered 
high-octane political infighting, hard hitting dialogue and stories, The Man Who Knew is superbly 
researched, enormously gripping and the story of the making of modern finance.

The Man Who Knew

An in-depth look at how politics and economics shape the relationship between Congress and the 
Federal Reserve Born out of crisis a century ago, the Federal Reserve has become the most powerful 
macroeconomic policymaker and financial regulator in the world. The Myth of Independence marshals 
archival sources, interviews, and statistical analyses to trace the Fed’s transformation from a weak, 
secretive, and decentralized institution in 1913 to a remarkably transparent central bank a century later. 
Offering a unique account of Congress’s role in steering this evolution, Sarah Binder and Mark Spindel 
explore the Fed’s past, present, and future and challenge the myth of its independence.

The Myth of Independence

Robert Rubin was sworn in as the seventieth U.S. Secretary of the Treasury in January 1995 in a brisk 
ceremony attended only by his wife and a few colleagues. As soon as the ceremony was over, he began 
an emergency meeting with President Bill Clinton on the financial crisis in Mexico. This was not only 
a harbinger of things to come during what would prove to be a rocky period in the global economy; it 
also captured the essence of Rubin himself--short on formality, quick to get into the nitty-gritty. From his 
early years in the storied arbitrage department at Goldman Sachs to his current position as chairman 
of the executive committee of Citigroup, Robert Rubin has been a major figure at the center of the 
American financial system. He was a key player in the longest economic expansion in U.S. history. 
With In an Uncertain World, Rubin offers a shrewd, keen analysis of some of the most important events 
in recent American history and presents a clear, consistent approach to thinking about markets and 
dealing with the new risks of the global economy. Rubin's fundamental philosophy is that nothing is 
provably certain. Probabilistic thinking has guided his career in both business and government. We 
see that discipline at work in meetings with President Clinton and Hillary Clinton, Chinese premier 
Zhu Rongji, Alan Greenspan, Lawrence Summers, Newt Gingrich, Sanford Weill, and the late Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan. We see Rubin apply it time and again while facing financial crises in Asia, Russia, 
and Brazil; the federal government shutdown; the rise and fall of the stock market; the challenges of 
the post-September 11 world; the ongoing struggle over fiscal policy; and many other momentous 
economic and political events. With a compelling and candid voice and a sharp eye for detail, Rubin 
portrays the daily life of the White House-confronting matters both mighty and mundane--as astutely 
as he examines the challenges that lie ahead for the nation. Part political memoir, part prescriptive 
economic analysis, and part personal look at business problems, In an Uncertain World is a deep 
examination of Washington and Wall Street by a figure who for three decades has been at the center 
of both worlds.

In an Uncertain World

Well-known for its engaging, conversational style, this text makes sophisticated concepts accessible, 
introducing students to how markets and institutions shape the global financial system and economic 
policy. Principles of Money, Banking & Financial Markets incorporates current research and data while 
taking stock of sweeping changes in the international financial landscape produced by financial inno-
vation, deregulation, and geopolitical considerations. It is easy to encourage students to practice with 
MyEconLab, the online homework and tutorial system. New to the Twelfth Edition, select end-of-chapter 
exercises from the book are assignable in MyEconLab and preloaded problem sets allow students to 
practice even if the instructor has not logged in. For more information about how instructors can use 
MyEconLab, click here.

Principles of Money, Banking, and Financial Markets

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER * NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF 2019 * WINNER OF THE 
J ANTHONY LUKAS WORK-IN-PROGRESS AWARD * FINANCIAL TIMES’ BEST BOOKS OF 2019 
* NPR FAVORITE BOOKS OF 2019 * FINALIST FOR THE FINACIAL TIMES/MCKINSEY BUSINESS 
BOOK OF 2019 * KIRKUS REVIEWS BEST BOOKS OF 2019 * SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL BEST 



BOOKS OF 2019 “Superb…Among the best books ever written about an American corporation.” 
—Bryan Burrough, The New York Times Book Review Just as Steve Coll told the story of globalization 
through ExxonMobil and Andrew Ross Sorkin told the story of Wall Street excess through Too Big to 
Fail, Christopher Leonard’s Kochland uses the extraordinary account of how one of the biggest private 
companies in the world grew to be that big to tell the story of modern corporate America. The annual 
revenue of Koch Industries is bigger than that of Goldman Sachs, Facebook, and US Steel combined. 
Koch is everywhere: from the fertilizers that make our food to the chemicals that make our pipes to the 
synthetics that make our carpets and diapers to the Wall Street trading in all these commodities. But 
few people know much about Koch Industries and that’s because the billionaire Koch brothers have 
wanted it that way. For five decades, CEO Charles Koch has kept Koch Industries quietly operating in 
deepest secrecy, with a view toward very, very long-term profits. He’s a genius businessman: patient 
with earnings, able to learn from his mistakes, determined that his employees develop a reverence for 
free-market ruthlessness, and a master disrupter. These strategies made him and his brother David 
together richer than Bill Gates. But there’s another side to this story. If you want to understand how 
we killed the unions in this country, how we widened the income divide, stalled progress on climate 
change, and how our corporations bought the influence industry, all you have to do is read this book. 
Seven years in the making, Kochland “is a dazzling feat of investigative reporting and epic narrative 
writing, a tour de force that takes the reader deep inside the rise of a vastly powerful family corporation 
that has come to influence American workers, markets, elections, and the very ideas debated in our 
public square. Leonard’s work is fair and meticulous, even as it reveals the Kochs as industrial Citizens 
Kane of our time” (Steve Coll, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Private Empire).

Kochland

"[An] ambitious economic history of the united States...rich with details." ?—David Leonhardt, New York 
Times Book Review How did a weak collection of former British colonies become an industrial, financial, 
and military colossus? From the eighteenth to the twenty-first centuries, the American economy has 
been transformed by wave after wave of emerging technology: the steam engine, electricity, the internal 
combustion engine, computer technology. Yet technology-driven change leads to growing misalignment 
between an innovative economy and anachronistic legal and political structures until the gap is closed 
by the modernization of America's institutions—often amid upheavals such as the Civil War and 
Reconstruction and the Great Depression and World War II. When the U.S. economy has flourished, 
government and business, labor and universities, have worked together in a never-ending project of 
economic nation building. As the United States struggles to emerge from the Great Recession, Michael 
Lind clearly demonstrates that Americans, since the earliest days of the republic, have reinvented the 
American economy - and have the power to do so again.

Land of Promise

From the former Treasury Secretary, the definitive account of the unprecedented effort to save the U.S. 
economy from collapse in the wake of the worst global financial crisis since the Great Depression On 
26 January, 2009, during the depths of the financial crisis and having just completed five years as 
President of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, Timothy F. Geithner was sworn in by President 
Barack Obama as the seventy-fifth Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. Now, in a strikingly 
candid, riveting, and historically illuminating memoir, Geithner takes readers behind the scenes during 
the darkest moments of the crisis. Swift, decisive, and creative action was required to avert a second 
Great Depression, but policy makers faced a fog of uncertainty, with no good options and the risk 
of catastrophic outcomes. Stress Test: Reflections on Financial Crises takes us inside the room, 
explaining in accessible and forthright terms the hard choices and politically unpalatable decisions that 
Geithner and others in the Obama administration made during the crisis and recovery. He discusses 
the most controversial moments of his tenures at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York and at the 
Treasury, including the harrowing weekend Lehman Brothers went bankrupt; the searing crucible of 
the AIG bonuses controversy; the development of his widely criticized but ultimately successful plan 
in early 2009 to end the crisis; the bracing fight for the most sweeping financial reforms in seventy 
years; and the lingering aftershocks of the crisis, including high unemployment, the fiscal battles, 
and Europe’s repeated flirtations with the economic abyss. Geithner also shares his personal and 
professional recollections of key players such as President Obama, Ben Bernanke, Hank Paulson, and 
Larry Summers, among others, and examines the tensions between politics and policy that have come 
to dominate discussions of the U.S. economy. An insider’s account of how the Obama administration 



saved the economy but lost the American people, Stress Test reveals a side of Timothy Geithner that 
only few have seen.

Stress Test

The Federal Reserve—the central bank of the United States—is the most powerful peacetime bu-
reaucracy in the federal government. Under the chairmanship of Alan Greenspan (1987-2006), the 
Fed achieved near mythical status for its part in managing the economy, and Greenspan was lauded 
as a genius. Few seemed to notice or care that Fed officials operated secretly with almost no public 
accountability. There was a courageous exception to this lack of oversight, however: Henry B. Gonzalez 
(D-TX)—chairman of the U.S. House of Representatives Financial Services (banking) Committee. In 
Deception and Abuse at the Fed, Robert Auerbach, a former banking committee investigator, recounts 
major instances of Fed mismanagement and abuse of power that were exposed by Rep. Gonzalez, 
including: Blocking Congress and the public from holding powerful Fed officials accountable by falsely 
declaring—for 17 years—it had no transcripts of its meetings; Manipulating the stock and bond markets 
in 1994 under cover of a preemptive strike against inflation; Allowing $5.5 billion to be sent to Saddam 
Hussein from a small Atlanta branch of a foreign bank—the result of faulty bank examination practices 
by the Fed; Stonewalling Congressional investigations and misleading the Washington Post about the 
$6,300 found on the Watergate burglars. Auerbach provides documentation of these and other abuses 
at the Fed, which confirms Rep. Gonzalez's belief that no government agency should be allowed 
to operate with the secrecy and independence in which the Federal Reserve has shrouded itself. 
Auerbach concludes with recommendations for specific, broad-ranging reforms that will make the Fed 
accountable to the government and the people of the United States.

Deception and Abuse at the Fed

In this myth-busting book Nouriel Roubini shows that everything we think about economics is wrong. 
Financial crises are not unpredictable 'black swans', but an inherent part of capitalism. Only by remaking 
our financial systems to acknowledge this, can we get out of the mess we're in. Will there be another 
recession, and if so what shape? When will the next bubble occur? What can we do about it? Here 
Roubini gives the answers, and lists his commandments for the future.

Crisis Economics
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