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The Stranger Diaries

"From the author of the beloved Ruth Galloway series, a modern gothic mystery for fans of Magpie 
Murders and The Lake House"--

The Postscript Murders

"First published in Great Britain in 2020 by Quercus"--Copyright page.

The Stranger Diaries

A TIMES CRIME BOOK OF THE YEAR. THE RICHARD & JUDY BOOK CLUB PICK. 'Utterly bewitching 
... a pitch-perfect modern Gothic' AJ FINN, author of THE WOMAN IN THE WINDOW A dark story 
has been brought to terrifying life. Can the ending be rewritten in time? This is what the police know: 
English teacher Clare Cassidy's friend Ella has just been murdered. Clare and Ella had recently fallen 
out. Found beside the body was a line from The Stranger, a story by the Gothic writer Clare teaches, 
and the murder scene is identical to one of the deaths in the story. This is what Clare knows: No one 
else was aware of her fight with Ella. Few others have even read The Stranger. Someone has wormed 
their way into her life and her work. They know her darkest secrets. And they don't mean well. This is 
what the killer knows: Who will be next to die. 'Compelling, intelligent and increasingly mesmerising' 
PETER JAMES 'Picks up where the great Gothic thrillers of the past leave off ... goose-bump spooky, 
smart, and haunting. I loved this book! And you will too' LOUISE PENNY

Now You See Them

The fifth book in the Magic Men series,Now You See Themis a wild mystery with detective Edgar 
Stephens and the magician Max Mephisto, as they investigate a string of presumed kidnappings in the 
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swinging 1960s. The new decade is going well for Edgar Stephens and his good friend the magician 
Max Mephisto. Edgar is happily married, with children, and promoted to Superintendent. Max has found 
fame and stardom in America, though is now back in England for a funeral, and a prospective movie 
job. Edgar's new wife, though--former detective Emma--is restless and frustrated at home, knowing 
she was the best detective on the team. But when an investigation into a string of disappearing girls 
begins, Emma sees her chance to get back in the action. She begins her own hunt, determined to 
prove, once and for all that she's better than the boys. Though she's not the only one working toward 
that goal--there's a new woman on the force, and she's determined to make detective. When two more 
girls go missing, both with ties to the group, the stakes climb ever higher, and Max finds himself drawn 
into his own search. Who will find the girls first? And will they get there in time?

The Stranger Diaries

THE TIMES CRIME BOOK OF THE YEAR THE RADIO 2 BOOK CLUB PICK 'Utterly bewitching 
... a pitch-perfect modern Gothic' AJ FINN, author of THE WOMAN IN THE WINDOW 'Compelling, 
intelligent and increasingly mesmerising' PETER JAMES 'At once a homage to the Gothic thriller, and 
a re-imagining, it is goose-bump spooky, smart, and haunting, in every sense. I loved this book! And you 
will too' LOUISE PENNY A dark story has been brought to terrifying life. Can the ending be rewritten in 
time? Clare Cassidy is no stranger to tales of murder. As a literature teacher specialising in the Gothic 
writer R.M. Holland, she teaches a short course on them every year. Then Clare's life and work collide 
tragically when one of her colleagues is found dead, a line from an R.M. Holland story by her body. 
The investigating police detective is convinced the writer's works somehow hold the key to the case. 
Not knowing who to trust, and afraid that the killer is someone she knows, Clare confides her darkest 
suspicions and fears about the case to her journal. Then one day she notices some other writing in the 
diary. Writing that isn't hers...

Looking for The Stranger

"A National Book Award-finalist biographer tells the story of how a young man in his 20s who had 
never written a novel turned out a masterpiece that still grips readers more than 70 years later and is 
considered a rite of passage for readers around the world, "--NoveList.

Dead Man's Time

Detective Superintendent Roy Grace is haunted by the past in his latest case, and his private life, in 
Dead Man's Time, by award winning crime writer Peter James. A vicious robbery at a secluded Brighton 
mansion leaves its elderly occupant fighting for her life. Millions of pounds’ worth of valuables have been 
stolen. Within days, Grace is racing against the clock, following a murderous trail that leads him from 
the shady antiques world of England, across Europe and all the way back to the New York waterfront’s 
gang struggles of 1922, chasing a killer driven by the force of one man’s greed and another man’s fury. 
Although the Roy Grace novels can be read in any order, Dead Man's Time is the ninth gripping title 
in the bestselling series. Enjoy more of the Brighton detective’s investigations with Want You Dead and 
You Are Dead. Now a major ITV series, Grace, starring John Simm.

The Shivering Turn

Oxford, 1974. When seventeen-year-old Linda Corbet goes missing, the police dismiss her as an 
obvious runaway. Only Jennie Redhead, recently driven out of Oxford's police force, is prepared to 
dig deeper. She suspects that something truly dark and depraved drove Linda from her beloved home 
and doting parents. Jennie's investigation leads her to a secret Oxford society and to a clandestine 
world of violence, excess and desire, hidden behind the city's dreaming spires.

The Midnight Hour

Newly minted PI Emma Holmes and her partner Sam Collins are chosen for a high-profile case: retired 
music-hall star Verity Malone hires them to find out who poisoned her husband, a theater impresario. 
Verity herself has been accused of the crime. Soon Emma realizes that Verity's life intersects closely 
with her own. The team of female PIs circle closer to the killer, with the Brighton police hot on their tail. 
The clues suggest they're looking for a criminal targeting the old music-hall crew. How long will it be 
before that trail leads straight back to Max? Print run 3,000.



The Zig Zag Girl

In the first in a compelling new series from Elly Griffiths, a band of magicians who served together in 
WWII track a killer who's performing deadly tricks

The Outcast Dead

While on a dig at Norwich Castle, forensic archaeologist Ruth Galloway uncovers the bones Mother 
Hook, a serial killer who was executed in 1867 for the murder of five children, while DCI Harry Nelson 
investigates a serial child-abductor called the Childminder. 15,000 first printing.

The Bunker Diary

People have simple needs. Food, water, light, space. Maybe a small measure of dignity. What happens 
when someone takes all that away? This pulse-pounding, award-winning novel explores what happens 
when your worst nightmare comes true.

The Stranger Times

'Wonderfully dark, extremely funny' proclaimed ADAM KAY, author of the No.1 bestselling This is Going 
to Hurt 'A filmic romp with great characters, a jet-propelled plot, and a winning premise' said the 
GUARDIAN JASON MANFORD thinks it's 'Hilarious. You'll never look at Manchester the same way 
again.' The Chronicles of St Mary's series author JODI TAYLOR declared 'I loved this . . . great premise 
- great story - great characters . . . hugely enjoyable.' And THE TIMES called it 'ripping entertainment 
from start to finish.' There are dark forces at work in our world (and in Manchester in particular), so 
thank God The Stranger Times is on hand to report them . . . A weekly newspaper dedicated to the weird 
and the wonderful (but mostly the weird), it is the go-to publication for the unexplained and inexplicable. 
At least that's their pitch. The reality is rather less auspicious. Their editor is a drunken, foul-tempered 
and foul-mouthed husk of a man who thinks little of the publication he edits. His staff are a ragtag group 
of misfits. And as for the assistant editor . . . well, that job is a revolving door - and it has just revolved to 
reveal Hannah Willis, who's got problems of her own. When tragedy strikes in her first week on the job 
The Stranger Times is forced to do some serious investigating. What they discover leads to a shocking 
realisation: some of the stories they'd previously dismissed as nonsense are in fact terrifyingly real. 
Soon they come face-to-face with darker forces than they could ever have imagined. The Stranger 
Times is the first novel from C.K. McDonnell, the pen name of Caimh McDonnell. It combines his 
distinctive dark wit with his love of the weird and wonderful to deliver a joyous celebration of how truth 
really can be stranger than fiction. Readers love The Stranger Times: ***** 'A delight from start to finish 
- laugh out loud funny yet with plenty of thrills.' ***** 'Full of wit and humour, and knows how to keep 
the reader hooked.' ***** 'You'll soon fall in love . . . fans of Pratchett, Gaiman, Aaronovich will be blown 
away.'

The Stranger (Movie Tie-In)

NOW A NETFLIX ORIGINAL SERIES! A secret destroys a man’s perfect life and sends him on a 
collision course with a deadly conspiracy in this shocking thriller from #1 New York Times bestselling 
author Harlan Coben. The stranger appears out of nowhere, perhaps in a bar, or a parking lot, or at 
the grocery store. Their identity is unknown. Their motives are unclear. Their information is undeniable. 
Then they whisper a few words in your ear and disappear, leaving you picking up the pieces of your 
shattered world.... Adam Price has a lot to lose: a comfortable marriage to a beautiful woman, two 
wonderful sons, and all the trappings of the American dream: a big house, a good job, a seemingly 
perfect life. Then he runs into the stranger. When he learns a devastating secret about his wife, Corinne, 
he confronts her, and the mirage of perfection disappears as if it never existed at all. Soon Adam finds 
himself tangled in something far darker than even Corinne's deception, and realizes that if he doesn't 
make exactly the right moves, the conspiracy he’s stumbled into will not only ruin lives—it will end them.

The Stranger

'Conway . . . has devised one of the greatest villains in 21st Century spy literature' Sunday Times 
'A brilliant and unpredictable climax' Times thriller of the year 2020 'Top echelon, adrenalin-pumping 
entertainment all the way' Irish Independent 'The sense of danger is deep and unsettling' Financial 
Times _________________________________________________ ISIS can't control him. MI6 can't 
find him. But he's coming... Things change quickly in the world of espionage and clandestine operations. 



Jude Lyon of MI6 remembers the captured terrorist bomb-maker. He watched him being flown off 
to Syria, back when Syria was 'friendly'. No-one expected him to survive interrogation there. Yet the 
man is alive and someone has broken him out of jail. Bad news for the former foreign secretary who 
authorised his rendition. And Jude's boss Queen Bee who knew he wasn't a terrorist at all, but an 
innocent bystander. Now she calls Jude back from a dangerously enjoyable mission involving a Russian 
diplomat's wife. He has a new job: close down this embarrassment. Fast. But embarrassment is only the 
beginning. Someone is using the former prisoner to front a new and unspeakably terrifying campaign. 
Someone not even ISIS can control. He is like a rumour, a myth, a whisper on the desert wind. But he 
is real and he is coming for us . . . He is the genius known only as . . . The Stranger. From the corridors 
of Westminster to the refugee camps of Jordan, the back streets of East London to the badlands of 
Iraq, The Stranger is a nerve-shredding journey of suspense as Jude Lyon pieces together the shape 
of an implacable horror coming towards him - and a conspiracy of lies behind him.

Few Eggs and No Oranges

A look at how 'ordinary' people in London and Birmingham lived, worked and coped during World War 
II, through the diary of an "ordinary commonplace Londoner."

The Missing Masterpiece

Quelle horreur! A French holiday leads to disaster for American Anglophile Dorothy Martin in this 
engaging new cozy mystery. When Dorothy Martin goes to France – alone because Alan is stuck back 
home in Sherebury with a broken ankle – she worries about her ability to get along in a language she 
barely speaks, and in a country she hasn’t seen for over fifty years. But by the time Alan joins her a 
week later, Dorothy has found herself embroiled in one mystery after another: a woman drowning in 
quicksand; a man suffering a near-fatal fall in the abbey at Mont Saint Michel; and a missing American 
archaeologist – all seemingly connected to a monk named Abelard who has been dead for almost nine 
hundred years. It isn’t until another body is discovered that Dorothy’s ability to ‘think outside the box’ 
finally unravels the threads of a despicable scheme.

The Stranger on the Bridge

'In my world, the word inspirational gets bandied around a lot, but Jonny Benjamin is truly deserving 
of that adjective.' – HRH The Duke of Cambridge In 2008, twenty-year-old Jonny Benjamin stood on 
Waterloo Bridge, about to jump. A stranger saw his distress and stopped to talk with him – a decision 
that saved Jonny's life. Fast forward to 2014 and Jonny, together with Rethink Mental Illness launch 
a campaign with a short video clip so that Jonny could finally thank that stranger who put him on the 
path to recovery. More than 319 million people around the world followed the search. ITV's breakfast 
shows picked up the story until the stranger, whose name is Neil Laybourn, was found and – in an 
emotional and touching moment – the pair re-united and have remained firm friends ever since. The 
Stranger on the Bridge is a memoir of the journey Jonny made both personally, and publicly to not 
only find the person who saved his life, but also to explore how he got to the bridge in the first place 
and how he continues to manage his diagnosis of schizoaffective disorder. Using extracts from diaries 
Jonny has been writing from the age of thirteen, this book is a deeply personal memoir with a unique 
insight on mental health. Jonny was recognized for his work as an influential activist changing the 
culture around mental health awareness, when he was awarded an MBE in 2017. He and Neil now 
work full-time together visiting schools, hospitals, prisons and workplaces to help end the stigma by 
talking about mental health and suicide prevention. The pair ran the London Marathon together in 2017 
in aid of HeadsTogether. Following the global campaign to find the stranger, in 2015 Channel 4 made 
a documentary of Jonny's search which has now been shown around the world. 'Jonny Benjamin is 
the most inspirational man I know. His book shows us how remarkable the human spirit is.' – Bryony 
Gordon, bestselling author of Mad Girl

The Diary of a Provincial Lady (Unabridged Edition With Original Illustrations)

This carefully crafted ebook: "The Diary of a Provincial Lady (Unabridged Edition With Original 
Illustrations)" is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. When the 
editor of Time and Tide wanted some light "middles\

A Stranger in My Own Country



“I lived the same life as everyone else, the life of ordinary people, the masses.” Sitting in a prison cell 
in the autumn of 1944, the German author Hans Fallada sums up his life under the National Socialist 
dictatorship, the time of “inward emigration”. Under conditions of close confinement, in constant fear of 
discovery, he writes himself free from the nightmare of the Nazi years. He records his thoughts about 
spying and denunciation, about the threat to his livelihood and his literary work and about the fate of 
many friends and contemporaries. The confessional mode did not come naturally to Fallada, but in the 
mental and emotional distress of 1944, self-reflection became a survival strategy. Fallada’s frank and 
sometimes provocative memoirs were thought for many years to have been lost. They are published 
here for the first time.

Marguerite

In this haunting novel, a young nurse forms an unlikely connection with the elderly man she cares 
for, and finds herself confronting the guilt she carries from her past Marguerite Demers is twenty-five 
when she leaves Paris for the sleepy southern village of Saint Sulpice to take up a job as a live-in 
nurse. Her charge is Jerome Lanvier--once one of the most powerful men in the village, now dying 
alone in his large and secluded house surrounded by rambling neglected gardens. Manipulative and 
tyrannical, Jerome has scared away all of his previous caretakers. It's not long before the villagers 
have formed opinions of Marguerite. Brigitte Brochon, pillar of the community and local busybody, finds 
her arrogant and mysterious and is desperate to find a reason to have her fired. Glamorous outsider 
Suki Lacourse sees Marguerite as an ally in a sea of small-minded provincialism. Local farmer Henri 
Brochon, husband of Brigitte, feels sorry for her and wants to protect her from the villagers' intrusive 
gossip and speculation (but Henri has a secret of his own that would scandalize his neighbors, if only 
they knew). The sudden arrival of Jerome's three sons will upend the rhythm of their days, changing 
their lives forever. Set among the lush fields and olive groves of southern France, and written in clear 
prose of luminous beauty, Marguerite is an unforgettable novel that traces the ways in which guilt can 
be transformed, and how people can unexpectedly find a sense of redemption.

A Girl Called Justice

Missing maids, suspicious teachers and a snow storm to die for... For a fearless girl called Justice 
Jones, super-smart super-sleuth, it's just the start of a spine-tingling first term at Highbury House 
Boarding School for the Daughters of Gentlefolk. For fans of Robin Stevens, Katherine Woodfine and 
Enid Blyton. When Justice's mother dies, her father packs her off to Highbury House Boarding School 
for the Daughters of Gentlefolk. He's a barrister - specialising in murder trials - and he's just too busy 
to look after her alone. Having previously been home-schooled, the transition is a shock. Can it really 
be the case that blondes rule the corridors? Are all uniforms such a charming shade of brown? And do 
schools normally hide dangerous secrets about the murder of a chamber maid? Justice takes it upon 
herself to uncover the truth. (Mainly about the murder, but perhaps she can figure out her new nemesis 
- the angelic Rose - at the same time.) But when a storm cuts the school off from the real world, the 
body count starts to rise and Justice realises she'll need help from her new friends if she's going to find 
the killer before it's too late ...

When a Stranger Loves Me

I saved his life . . . and I had much to demand in return. When he washed up on shore, I knew my prayers 
had been answered, and that I, Lady Chelsea Campion, need no longer fear poverty and heartbreak. 
To secure my family's estate, all I needed was a child. Handsome, clearly noble-born, and with no 
memory of his previous life, the mysterious man was perfect. All I had to do was visit his bedchamber 
and seduce him. I had expected him to be a skillful, scandalously wonderful lover, but once in his arms 
I was overcome by something more than mere passion. I had fallen hopelessly, desperately in love. My 
plan has gone shockingly awry. But I will not give up a man who makes me feel such wicked ecstasy. 
No matter his true identity, no matter the secrets he struggles to remember, I will do anything in this 
world to make this stranger love me.

The Moth Diaries

At an exclusive girls' boarding school, a sixteen-year-old girl records her most intimate thoughts in 
a diary. The object of her obsession is her room-mate, Lucy Blake, and Lucy's friendship with their 
new and disturbing classmate. Ernessa is a mysterious presence with pale skin and hypnotic eyes. 
Around her swirl dark secrets and a series of ominous disasters. As fear spreads through the school, 



fantasy and reality mingle into a waking nightmare of gothic menace, fuelled by the lusts and fears of 
adolescence. And at the centre of the diary is the question that haunts all who read it: Is Ernessa really 
a vampire? Or is the narrator trapped in her own fevered imagination?

Kind of Cruel

The brilliantly chilling seventh crime thriller from the queen of psychological suspense - a must-read for 
fans of Clare Mackintosh and Paula Hawkins. 'Utterly chilling' Observer 'Truly hair-raising' Independent 
on Sunday Some secrets are so dark you keep them even from yourself . . . When Amber Hewerdine 
consults a hypnotherapist as a desperate last resort, she doesn't expect that anything much will change. 
She doesn't expect it to help with her chronic insomnia . . . She doesn't expect to hear herself, under 
hypnosis, saying words that mean nothing to her: 'Kind, cruel, kind of cruel' - words she has seen 
somewhere before, if only she could remember where . . . She doesn't expect to be arrested two 
hours later, as a result of having spoken those words out loud, in connection with the brutal murder of 
Katharine Allen, a woman she's never heard of . . .

Death of a Bookseller

A collection of short stories by Elizabeth Berridge.

Tell it to a Stranger

THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER 'My favourite current crime series' Val McDermid Dr Ruth Gal-
loway is flattered when she receives a letter from Italian archaeologist Dr Angelo Morelli, asking for her 
help. He's discovered a group of bones in a tiny hilltop village near Rome but doesn't know what to make 
of them. It's years since Ruth has had a holiday, and even a working holiday to Italy is very welcome! So 
Ruth travels to Castello degli Angeli, accompanied by her daughter Kate and friend Shona. In the town 
she finds a baffling Roman mystery and a dark secret involving the war years and the Resistance. To 
her amazement she also soon finds Harry Nelson, with Cathbad in tow. But there is no time to overcome 
their mutual shock - the ancient bones spark a modern murder, and Ruth must discover what secrets 
there are in Castello degli Angeli that someone would kill to protect

The Dark Angel

NATIONAL BESTSELLER • From the author of The River and The Dog Stars comes another "gorgeous-
ly wrought story—equal parts character study and mystery—a young woman asks Celine, a badass 
Brooklyn private eye, to investigate the death of her father, a nature photographer" (Entertainment 
Weekly). Celine is not your typical private eye. With prep school pedigree and a pair of opera glasses for 
stakeouts, her methods are unconventional but extremely successful. Working out of her jewel box of an 
apartment nestled under the Brooklyn Bridge, Celine has made a career out of tracking down missing 
persons nobody else can find. But when a young woman named Gabriela employs her expertise, what 
was meant to be Celine's last case becomes a scavenger hunt through her own memories, the secrets 
there and the surprising redemptions. Gabriela's father was a National Geographic photographer who 
went missing in Wyoming twenty years ago and while he was assumed to have been mauled by a 
grizzly his body was never found. Celine and her partner set out to Yellowstone National Park to follow a 
trail gone cold but soon realize that somebody desperately wants to keep this case closed. Combining 
ingenious plotting with crystalline prose and sweeping natural panoramas, Peter Heller gives us his 
finest work to date. Look for Peter Heller's new novel, The Last Ranger, coming soon!

Celine

The Di Napolis may have been raised in England, but their souls are Italian... Charismatic, irascible 
and defiantly Italian, Cesare presides over his large family much like his Roman namesake. But when 
a journalist begins asking questions about his allegiances during the war, Sophie realises how little she 
really knows her adored grandfather. She embarks with him on a journey of discovery through turn of 
the century Naples, 1920s Clerkenwell and the war years, in the course which she learns something 
else: whom it is that she really loves.

The Italian Quarter

2012 Reprint of 1953 Edition. Exact facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced with Optical 
Recognition Software. An invaluable guide to the art and mind of Virginia Woolf, "A Writer's Diary" 



was collected by her husband from the personal record she kept over a period of twenty-seven years. 
Included are entries that refer to her own writing and those that are clearly writing exercises, accounts 
of people and scenes relevant to the raw material of her work, and finally, comments on books she 
was reading. The first entry is dated 1918 and the last, three weeks before her death in 1941. Between 
these points of time unfolds the private world - the anguish, the triumph, the creative vision - of one of 
the great writers of our century.

A Writer's Diary

When Megan and Ben meet the attraction is instantaneous. The only problem? Ben is bound for 
Australia in just a week’s time! Determined not to let what they’ve just found go, Ben suggests they get 
married so that she can go with him. Megan is shocked but doesn’t want to lose him, so she agrees. 
Virtual strangers the two embark on an unforgettable journey, determined to make a success of their 
hasty marriage... An adventurous contemporary romance perfect for fans of Maeve Binchy

Marrying a Stranger

A paranormal rollercoaster ride with goosebumps at every turn--now a motion picture starring Uma 
Thurman and Anna Sophia Robb! Kit Gordy sees Blackwood Hall towering over black iron gates, and 
she can't help thinking, This place is evil. The imposing mansion sends a shiver of fear through her. 
But Kit settles into a routine, trying to ignore the rumors that the highly exclusive boarding school is 
haunted. Then her classmates begin to show extraordinary and unknown talents. The strange dreams, 
the voices, the lost letters to family and friends, all become overshadowed by the magic around them. 
When Kit and her friends realize that Blackwood isn't what it claims to be, it might be too late.

Down a Dark Hall

Stranger In My Heart is about the search for understanding oneself, answering the question “Who am 
I?” by seeking to understand the currents that sweep down the generations, eddy through one’s own 
persona and continue on – palpable but often unrecognised. My father fought at the Battle of Hong Kong 
in December 1941, was taken prisoner by the Japanese and then escaped in February 1942, making his 
way across 1200 miles of inhospitable country to reach China’s wartime capital at Chongqing. Seventy 
years later I retraced his steps in an effort to understand a man who had died when I was 18, leaving 
a lot of unanswered questions behind. My book is the quest that I undertook to explore my father’s life, 
in the context of the Pacific War and our relationship with China. A picture of a man of the greatest 
generation slowly unfolds, a leader, a 20th Century Great, but a distant father. As I delve into his story 
and research the unfamiliar territory of China in the Second World War, the mission to get to know the 
stranger I called ‘Dad’ resolves into a mission to understand how my own character was formed. As I 
travel across China, the traits I received from my father gradually emerge from their camouflage. The 
strands of the story are woven together in a flowing triple helix, with biography, travelogue and memoir 
punctuated with musings on context and meaning.

Stranger In My Heart

The thirteenth book in the bestselling Dr Ruth Galloway series.

Ruth Galloway 13

Contains three 'acts' which describe what happens to 'Claire Temple' in her last months.

There Were No Windows

"Durastanti casts the universal drama of the family as the sieve through which the self—woman, artist, 
daughter—is filtered and known." —Ocean Vuong A work of fiction about being a stranger in your 
own family and life. Every family has its own mythology, but in this family none of the myths match up. 
Claudia’s mother says she met her husband when she stopped him from jumping off a bridge. Her father 
says it happened when he saved her from an attempted robbery. Both parents are deaf but couldn’t 
be more different; they can’t even agree on how they met, much less who needed saving. Into this 
unlikely yet somehow inevitable union, our narrator is born. She comes of age with her brother in this 
strange, and increasingly estranged, household split between a small village in southern Italy and New 
York City. Without even sign language in common – their parents have not bothered to teach them – 
family communications are chaotic and rife with misinterpretations, by turns hilarious and devastating. 



An outsider in every way, she longs for a freedom she’s not even sure exists. Only books and punk 
rock—and a tumultuous relationship—begin to show her the way to create her own mythology, to 
construct her own version of the story of her life. Kinetic, formally dazzling, and spectacularly original, 
this book is a funny and profound portrait of an unconventional family that makes us look anew at how 
language shapes our understanding of ourselves.

Strangers I Know

The vividly told, gloriously illustrated memoir of an artist born with disabilities who searches for freedom 
and connection in a society afraid of strange bodies “Golem Girl is luminous; a profound portrait 
of the artist as a young—and mature—woman; an unflinching social history of disability over the 
last six decades; and a hymn to life, love, family, and spirit.”—David Mitchell, author of Cloud Atlas 
WINNER OF THE BARBELLION PRIZE • FINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE 
AWARD FOR AUTOBIOGRAPHY • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY KIRKUS 
REVIEWS What do we sacrifice in the pursuit of normalcy? And what becomes possible when we 
embrace monstrosity? Can we envision a world that sees impossible creatures? In 1958, amongst 
the children born with spina bifida is Riva Lehrer. At the time, most such children are not expected 
to survive. Her parents and doctors are determined to "fix" her, sending the message over and over 
again that she is broken. That she will never have a job, a romantic relationship, or an independent 
life. Enduring countless medical interventions, Riva tries her best to be a good girl and a good patient 
in the quest to be cured. Everything changes when, as an adult, Riva is invited to join a group of 
artists, writers, and performers who are building Disability Culture. Their work is daring, edgy, funny, and 
dark—it rejects tropes that define disabled people as pathetic, frightening, or worthless. They insist that 
disability is an opportunity for creativity and resistance. Emboldened, Riva asks if she can paint their 
portraits—inventing an intimate and collaborative process that will transform the way she sees herself, 
others, and the world. Each portrait story begins to transform the myths she’s been told her whole life 
about her body, her sexuality, and other measures of normal. Written with the vivid, cinematic prose of a 
visual artist, and the love and playfulness that defines all of Riva's work, Golem Girl is an extraordinary 
story of tenacity and creativity. With the author's magnificent portraits featured throughout, this memoir 
invites us to stretch ourselves toward a world where bodies flow between all possible forms of what it 
is to be human. “Not your typical memoir about ‘what it’s like to be disabled in a non-disabled world’ . 
. . Lehrer tells her stories about becoming the monster she was always meant to be: glorious, defiant, 
unbound, and voracious. Read it!”—Alice Wong, founder and director, Disability Visibility Project

Golem Girl

The Runaway's Diary
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