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Biology of Plagues

The threat of unstoppable plagues, such as AIDS and Ebola, is always with us. In Europe, the most 
devastating plagues were those from the Black Death pandemic in the 1300s to the Great Plague 
of London in 1665. For the last 100 years, it has been accepted that Yersinia pestis, the infective 
agent of bubonic plague, was responsible for these epidemics. This book combines modern concepts 
of epidemiology and molecular biology with computer-modelling. Applying these to the analysis of 
historical epidemics, the authors show that they were not, in fact, outbreaks of bubonic plague. 
Biology of Plagues offers a completely new interdisciplinary interpretation of the plagues of Europe 
and establishes them within a geographical, historical and demographic framework. This fascinating 
detective work will be of interest to readers in the social and biological sciences, and lessons learnt 
will underline the implications of historical plagues for modern-day epidemiology.

What Disease was Plague?

In this monograph, the alternative theories to the established bubonic-plague theory as to the micro-
biological identity of historical plague epidemics are intensively discussed in the light of the historical 
sources and the medical primary research and standard works.

A History of Bubonic Plague in the British Isles

How the black rat introduced the bubonic plague into Britain, and the subsequent effects on social and 
economic life.

Plagues & Poxes

Since publication of the initial version of Plagues & Poxes in 1987, which had the optimistic subtitle 
"The Rise and Fall of Epidemic Disease," the rise of new diseases such as AIDS and the deliberate 
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modification and weaponization of diseases such as anthrax have changed the way we perceive 
infectious disease. With major modifications to deal with this new reality, the acclaimed author of Civil 
War Medicine: Challenges and Triumphs has updated and revised this series of essays about changing 
disease patterns in history and some of the key events and people involved in them. It deals with 
the history of major outbreaks of disease - both infectious diseases such as plague and smallpox 
and noninfectious diseases - and shows how they are in many cases caused inadvertently by human 
actions, including warfare, commercial travel, social adaptations, and dietary modifications. To these 
must now be added discussion of the intentional spreading of disease by acts of bioterrorism, and 
the history and knowledge of those diseases that are thought to be potential candidates for intentional 
spread by bioterrorists. Among the many topics discussed are: How the spread of smallpox and measles 
among previously unexposed populations in the Americas, the introduction of malaria and yellow fever 
from Africa via the importation of slaves into the Western hemisphere, and the importation of syphilis 
to Europe all are related to the modern interchange of diseases such as AIDS. How the ever-larger 
populations in the cities of Europe and North America gave rise to "crowd diseases" such as polio 
by permitting the existence of sufficient numbers of non-immune people in sufficient numbers to keep 
the diseases from dying out. How the domestication of animals allowed diseases of animals to affect 
humans, or perhaps become genetically modified to become epidemic human diseases. Why the 
concept of deficiency diseases was not understood before the early twentieth century; disease, after 
all, was the presence of something abnormal, how could it be due to the absence of something? In 
fact, the first epidemic disease in human history probably was iron deficiency anemia. How changes in 
the availability and nature of specific foods have affected the size of population groups and their health 
throughout history. The introduction of potatoes to Ireland and corn to Europe, and the relationship 
between the modern technique of rice milling and beriberi, all illustrate the fragile nutritional state that 
results when any single vegetable crop is the main source of food. Why biological warfare is not a 
new phenomenon. There have been attempts to intentionally cause epidemic disease almost since 
the dawn of recorded history, including the contamination of wells and other water sources of armies 
and civilian populations; of course, the spread of smallpox to Native Americans during the French and 
Indian War is known to every schoolchild. With our increased technology, it is not surprising that we 
now have to deal with problems such as weaponized spores of anthrax.

The Black Death and the Transformation of the West

In this small book David Herlihy makes subtle and subversive inquiries that challenge historical thinking 
about the Black Death. Looking beyond the view of the plague as unmitigated catastrophe, Herlihy 
finds evidence for its role in the advent of new population controls, the establishment of universities, 
the spread of Christianity, the dissemination of vernacular cultures, and even the rise of nationalism. 
This book, which displays a distinguished scholar's masterly synthesis of diverse materials, reveals 
that the Black Death can be considered the cornerstone of the transformation of Europe.

The Power of Plagues

The Power of Plagues presents a rogues' gallery of epidemic- causing microorganisms placed in 
the context of world history. Author Irwin W. Sherman introduces the microbes that caused these 
epidemics and the people who sought (and still seek) to understand how diseases and epidemics 
are managed. What makes this book especially fascinating are the many threads that Sherman 
weaves together as he explains how plagues past and present have shaped the outcome of wars 
and altered the course of medicine, religion, education, feudalism, and science. Cholera gave birth 
to the field of epidemiology. The bubonic plague epidemic that began in 1346 led to the formation 
of universities in cities far from the major centers of learning (and hot spots of the Black Death) at 
that time. And the Anopheles mosquito and malaria aided General George Washington during the 
American Revolution. Sadly, when microbes have inflicted death and suffering, people have sometimes 
responded by invoking discrimination, scapegoating, and quarantine, often unfairly, against races or 
classes of people presumed to be the cause of the epidemic. Pathogens are not the only stars of this 
book. Many scientists and physicians who toiled to understand, treat, and prevent these plagues are 
also featured. Sherman tells engaging tales of the development of vaccines, anesthesia, antiseptics, 
and antibiotics. This arsenal has dramatically reduced the suffering and death caused by infectious 
diseases, but these plague protectors are imperfect, due to their side effects or attenuation and because 
microbes almost invariably develop resistance to antimicrobial drugs. The Power of Plagues provides a 
sobering reminder that plagues are not a thing of the past. Along with the persistence of tuberculosis, 
malaria, river blindness, and AIDS, emerging and remerging epidemics continue to confound global 



and national public health efforts. West Nile virus, Lyme disease, and Ebola and Zika viruses are just 
some of the newest rogues to plague humans. The argument that civilization has been shaped to a 
significant degree by the power of plagues is compelling, and The Power of Plagues makes the case 
in an engaging and informative way that will be satisfying to scientists and non-scientists alike.

Plagues in World History

Plagues in World History provides a concise, comparative world history of catastrophic infectious 
diseases, including plague, smallpox, tuberculosis, cholera, influenza, and AIDS. John Aberth con-
siders not only their varied impact but also the many ways in which people have been able to 
influence diseases simply through their cultural attitudes. Our ability to alter disease, even without 
modern medical treatments, is even more crucial lesson now that AIDS, swine flu, multidrug-resistant 
tuberculosis, and other seemingly incurable illnesses have raged worldwide. The author's comparative 
analysis of how different societies have responded in the past to disease illuminates what cultural 
approaches have been and may continue to be most effective in combating the plagues of today.

Shaping the Nation

The Black Death, the Peasants' Revolt, the Hundred Years War, the War of the Roses... A succession 
of dramatic social and political events reshaped England in the period 1360 to 1461. In his lucid and 
penetrating account of this formative period, Gerald Harriss illuminates a richly varied society, as 
chronicled in The Canterbury Tales, and examines its developing sense of national identity.

Climate Change and the Course of Global History

The first global study by a historian to fully integrate the earth-system approach of the new climate 
science with the material history of humanity.

Hospitals and Healing from Antiquity to the Later Middle Ages

The first part of this collection brings together a selection of Peregrine Horden's papers on the history of 
hospitals and related institutions of welfare provision from their origins in Late Antiquity to their medieval 
flourishing in Byzantium and the Islamic lands as well as in western Europe. The hospital is seen in a 
variety of original contexts, from demography and family history to the history of music and the liturgy. 
The second part turns to the history of healing and medicine, outside the hospital as well as within it. 
These studies cover a period from Hippocratic times to the Renaissance, but with a particular focus on 
the Mediterranean region - Byzantine, Middle Eastern and Western - in the Middle Ages.

Plague in Byzantine Times

The lack of reliable demographic data for Byzantine cities raises questions as to the actual rate of 
expansion and mortality of plague. This essentially leads to the question of change and progress of 
the nature of infectious diseases in that period. Also, the analysis of the written sources raised a series 
of questions, mainly epidemiological in nature: the entry points and spreading of the disease in the 
Mediterranean, the epidemic dynamics as well as the evolution of the microbial agent of plague, i.e. 
Yersinia pestis. The present study offers a substantial explanation for the outbreaks of plague that 
struck Byzantium by exploring the multiple factors that caused or triggered epidemics. The study covers 
the entire period extending from the beginning of the Byzantine Empire until its fall in 1453, which 
was marked by two major pandemics, namely the Plague of Justinian and the Black Death. All known 
primary sources were collected and grouped from a spatiotemporal perspective, so as to retrace the 
unfolding of the two pandemics. The focus of the research shifts from known historical frameworks 
to ones of human activities, endemic foci and natural environment of the era as risk factors of the 
outbreaks.

The Black Death and Later Plague Epidemics in the Scandinavian Countries:

This monograph represents an expansion and deepening of previous works by Ole J. Benedictow - the 
author of highly esteemed monographs and articles on the history of plague epidemics and historical 
demography. In the form of a collection of articles, the author presents an in-depth monographic 
study on the history of plague epidemics in Scandinavian countries and on controversies of the 
microbiological and epidemiological fundamentals of plague epidemics.



Justinian's Plague and the Caliphate

“Wealth without work Pleasure without conscience Science without humanity Knowledge without 
character Politics without principle Commerce without morality Worship without sacrifice. https://vidjam-
bov.blogspot.com/2023/01/book-inventory-vladimir-djambov-talmach.html ... I forgot fear. I felt God /// 
and light embraced me. /// And time stopped for long… /// I came back to myself ... /// The book presents 
the history of the evolution of mankind over a certain period of time, covering the decline of antiquity and 
the beginning of the Middle Ages. It discusses the events taking place in the Mediterranean, southern 
Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia from the 6th to the 11th century, during the period of plague 
pandemics. It is shown that it was the plague that became the root cause of the sharp weakening 
of Byzantium and the Sassanian state, led to the devastation of a significant part of their territories 
and the complete restructuring of society, affected the demography, economy and even the political 
system. The book analyzes the reasons for the rise of the Arabs and the success of their campaigns of 
conquest, proves that the Caliphate as a state could not have emerged and occupied vast territories 
of its powerful neighbors if they had not been weakened and bled by the plague. The connection of 
pandemics with the rise and strengthening of the role of the Catholic Church in the West and Islam in 
the East is considered. It is shown how, with the arrival of the plague in the Caliphate, its gradual decline 
begins. This allows the author to deviate from the established opinion that the plague played only a 
secondary role in the fall of Byzantium and the Sassanid states, to conclude that it was the plague that 
was the real “director” of all events in the period under consideration, and that the Caliphate is the only 
state that was born "thanks" to the plague and was destroyed by it. The book shows how the search 
for countering the plague became for the Caliphate in the period from the 8th to the 11th century an 
impetus to accelerated evolution, comparable to the revolutionary one. This allows the author to deviate 
from the established opinion that the plague played only a secondary role in the fall of Byzantium and 
the Sassanid states, to conclude that it was the plague that was the real “director” of all events in the 
period under consideration, and that the Caliphate is the only state that was born "thanks" to the plague 
and was destroyed by it. The book shows how the search for countering the plague became for the 
Caliphate in the period from the 8th to the 11th century an impetus to accelerated evolution, comparable 
to the revolutionary one. This allows the author to deviate from the established opinion that the plague 
played only a secondary role in the fall of Byzantium and the Sassanid states, to conclude that it was the 
plague that was the real “director” of all events in the period under consideration, and that the Caliphate 
is the only state that was born "thanks" to the plague and was destroyed by it. The book shows how 
the search for countering the plague became for the Caliphate in the period from the 8th to the 11th 
century an impetus to accelerated evolution, comparable to the revolutionary one. /// A PANDEMIC 
is a history of wars against humanity, a struggle where, at the end of the day, human evolution, after 
initial failures, eventually won out. /// For one and a half thousand years, mankind has not stopped 
talking, debating and writing about the plague. This is understandable. The plague destroyed empires 
and forced to change the economic structure of civilizations, under its influence, whether new religions 
arose and new ethnic groups were formed. /// The book offered to the reader's attention is an attempt 
to penetrate into the essence of the plague problem, an attempt to comprehend its nature, to dispel the 
mysteries that envelop it. But my main goal is to raise an issue that goes beyond conventional wisdom. 
No serious historian denies that the plague has played a role in the history of civilizations. But for them 
the problem of the epidemic remained in the background for a long time, since all attention was focused 
on the analysis of the development of states, societies, economies and civilizations. At the same time, 
epidemics were viewed as some kind of external forces, although capable of causing disorder in the 
social order, but having nothing to do with the course of world history. The author of these lines is 
convinced that this is a clear underestimation of pandemics, which occupy the first place in importance 
in the changes taking place with humanity. /// My book is the history of the evolution of mankind at a 
certain period of time, the time of the decline of antiquity and the beginning of the Middle Ages. It has 
seven main parts. The first is directly based on Greek, Syrian and Muslim sources about the plague. I 
will have to consider in detail the events in the time frame from the 6th to the 8th centuries, including the 
rise and fall of Byzantium, the impact of the epidemic, which led to serious devastation in its territories 
and a complete restructuring of society, as well as the process of the formation of a completely new 
civilization, which is now commonly called the civilization of the West. In the same period, from the 6th 
to the 8th century, the rise and spread of the conquest campaigns of the Muslims, the rise and fall of the 
Umayyad Caliphate (in the 5th part) took place. From the 6th to the 8th century, we see the flourishing 
of the scientific upsurge of the Muslim Renaissance under the rule of the Abbasids. It must be said 
that it is the history of the Caliphate that can serve as a brilliant confirmation of the omnipotence of the 
plague. This empire, most likely, would not have arisen if Byzantium and the Sassanian state were not 



covered by pandemics. The Caliphate was born "thanks to" the plague, but it also destroyed him. /// In 
my book, I propose to look at history precisely through such a prism, using facts about epidemics and 
assigning them a key role in the historical events that happened to our ancestors. The interaction of 
disease with a species as a kind of test for survival in the face of mass mortality, the consequences of 
epidemic-induced genetic selection, manifested in the demographic processes of countries that have 
survived pandemics - this is what catches the eye in an unbiased analysis.

Black Death and Plague: the Disease and Medical Thought: Oxford Bibliographies Online Research 
Guide

This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars and students of Islamic studies find reliable 
sources of information by directing them to the best available scholarly materials in whatever form 
or format they appear from books, chapters, and journal articles to online archives, electronic data 
sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international authority on the subject, the ebook provides 
bibliographic information supported by direct recommendations about which sources to consult and 
editorial commentary to make it clear how the cited sources are interrelated related. This ebook is 
a static version of an article from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Renaissance and Reformation, a 
dynamic, continuously updated, online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through 
scholarship and other materials relevant to the study of European history and culture between the 
14th and 17th centuries. Oxford Bibliographies Online covers most subject disciplines within the social 
science and humanities, for more information visit www.oxfordbibliographies.com.

The Parting of the Sea

For more than four decades, biblical experts have tried to place the story of Exodus into historical 
context--without success. What could explain the Nile turning to blood, insects swarming the land, and 
the sky falling to darkness? Integrating biblical accounts with substantive archaeological evidence, 
The Parting of the Sea looks at how natural phenomena shaped the stories of Exodus, the Sojourn 
in the Wilderness, and the Israelite conquest of Canaan. Barbara Sivertsen demonstrates that the 
Exodus was in fact two separate exoduses both triggered by volcanic eruptions--and provides scientific 
explanations for the ten plagues and the parting of the Red Sea. Over time, Israelite oral tradition com-
bined these events into the Exodus narrative known today. Skillfully unifying textual and archaeological 
records with details of ancient geological events, Sivertsen shows how the first exodus followed a 1628 
B.C.E Minoan eruption that produced all but one of the first nine plagues. The second exodus followed 
an eruption of a volcano off the Aegean island of Yali almost two centuries later, creating the tenth 
plague of darkness and a series of tsunamis that "parted the sea" and drowned the pursuing Egyptian 
army. Sivertsen's brilliant account explains inconsistencies in the biblical story, fits chronologically 
with the conquest of Jericho, and confirms that the Israelites were in Canaan before the end of the 
sixteenth century B.C.E. In examining oral traditions and how these practices absorb and process 
geological details through storytelling, The Parting of the Sea reveals how powerful historical narratives 
are transformed into myth.

Finance Masters: A Brief History Of International Financial Centers In The Last Millennium

One thousand years ago, a handful of dynamic medieval city states developed trade at the frontier of 
capitalism. Their unique commercial ambition led to the emergence of finance capitals of international 
significance: Finance Masters. From the 11th century onward, international financial hubs, led by 
astute and bold merchant bankers and visionary leaders, inspired the numerous innovations that 
triggered economic revolutions in the last millennium and laid the ground for modern finance. This 
book explores not only classic financial centers, but also offshore financial centers and gambling 
centers to connect them to contemporary finance, and it also delves into the unique function of leading 
financial hubs to execute financial transactions over a wide geographical domain and transform the 
world economy.The 2008-2009 Great Recession showed that working on fundamental issues such as 
market structure, pricing mechanism, and games was indeed necessary but probably still insufficient 
to create the antibodies needed to mitigate systemic risk and prevent the irrational exuberance capable 
of triggering devastating economic crash. In the continuation of the Theory of Moral Sentiments written 
by Adam Smith in 1759, seventeen years before his Wealth of Nations, it seems a deeper historical 
understanding of the key success factors which quietly assembled in the backyard of our market 
economy can be a useful lifeline. This book aims to explain the widening gulf that emerged over time 
between economics, regulatory and ethical considerations necessary to a smoother functioning of 



markets.Finance Masters is also a book about the extraordinary men who led the evolution of modern 
finance with the innovations that changed the course of economic history. This book tries to capture the 
salient factors behind the geography of finance hubs from the early fairs in medieval England and Venice 
to Wall Street in contemporary New York. The development and the legacy of those 'Finance Masters' 
deserve more attention to reflect upon the evolution of incumbent players and better understand 
their possible future. This book a must read for economics and finance students and young finance 
professionals, who seek a broader and better understanding of the origins of modern economics.

Ralph Tailor's Summer

The plague outbreak of 1636 in Newcastle-upon-Tyne was one of the most devastating in English 
history. This hugely moving study looks in detail at its impact on the city through the eyes of a man 
who stayed as others fled: the scrivener Ralph Tailor. As a scrivener Tailor was responsible for many 
of the wills and inventories of his fellow citizens. By listening to and writing down the final wishes of 
the dying, the young scrivener often became the principal provider of comfort in people’s last hours. 
Drawing on the rich records left by Tailor during the course of his work along with many other sources, 
Keith Wrightson vividly reconstructs life in the early modern city during a time of crisis and envisions 
what such a calamitous decimation of the population must have meant for personal, familial, and social 
relations.

Bioarchaeologists Speak Out

Bioarchaeologists who study human remains in ancient, historic and contemporary settings are 
securely anchored within anthropology as anthropologists, yet they have not taken on the pundits 
the way other subdisciplines within anthropology have. Popular science authors frequently and se-
lectively use bioarchaeological data on demography, disease, violence, migration and diet to buttress 
their poorly formed arguments about general trends in human behavior and health, beginning with 
our earliest ancestors. While bioarchaeologists are experts on these subjects, bioarchaeology and 
bioarchaeological approaches have largely remained invisible to the public eye. Current issues such 
as climate change, droughts, warfare, violence, famine, and the effects of disease are media mainstays 
and are subjects familiar to bioarchaeologists, many of whom have empirical data and informed 
viewpoints, both for topical exploration and also for predictions based on human behavior in deep time. 
The contributions in this volume will explore the how and where the data has been misused, present 
new ways of using evidence in the service of making new discoveries, and demonstrate ways that our 
long term interdisciplinarity lends itself to transdisciplinary wisdom. We also consider possible reasons 
for bioarchaeological invisibility and offer advice concerning the absolute necessity of bioarchaeologists 
speaking out through social media.

Spatial Analysis in Health Geography

Presenting current research on spatial epidemiology, this book covers topics such as exposure, chronic 
disease, infectious disease, accessibility to health care settings and new methods in Geographical 
Information Science and Systems. For epidemiologists, and for the management and administration 
of health care settings, it is critical to understand the spatial dynamics of disease. For instance, it is 
crucial that hospital administrators develop an understanding of the flow of patients over time, especially 
during an outbreak of a particular disease, so they can plan for appropriate levels of staffing and 
to carry out adaptive prevention measures. Furthermore, understanding where and why a disease 
occurs at a certain geographic location is vital for decision makers to formulate policy to increase the 
accessibility to health services (either by prevention, or adding new facilities). Spatial epidemiology 
relies increasingly on new methodologies, such as clustering algorithms, visualization and space-time 
modelling, the domain of Geographic Information Science. Implementation of those techniques appears 
at an increasing pace in commercial Geographic Information Systems, alongside more traditional 
techniques that are already part of such systems. This book provides the latest methods in GI Science 
and their use in health related problems.

Plague: a Very Short Introduction

"Plague: A Very Short Introduction explores the historical and social impact of plague from the earliest 
times. Throughout history, plague has been the cause of many major catastrophes, from the Black 
Death of 1348 to devastating epidemics in China and India in the late 1800s. Today, Corona-virus serves 
as a powerful reminder that we have not escaped the global impact of epidemic diseases. This VSI 



demonstrates the influence of plague on modern notions of government and public health, examining 
how plague has been interpreted in different times and place. It includes evidence from ancient DNA 
on the nature of plague and the latest research on plague in the Middle East"--

Galilee in the Late Second Temple and Mishnaic Periods, Volume 1

Drawing on the expertise of archaeologists, historians, biblical scholars, and social-science interpreters 
who have devoted a significant amount of time and energy in the research of ancient Galilee, 
this accessible volume includes modern general studies of Galilee and of Galilean history, as well 
as specialized studies on taxation, ethnicity, religious practices, road systems, trade and markets, 
education, health, village life, houses, and the urban-rural divide. This resource includes a rich selection 
of images, figures, charts, and maps.

Cultures of Plague

Cultures of Plague opens a new chapter in the history of medicine. Neither the plague nor the ideas 
it stimulated were static, fixed in a timeless Galenic vacuum over five centuries, as historians and 
scientists commonly assume. As plague evolved in its pathology, modes of transmission, and the 
social characteristics of its victims, so too did medical thinking about plague develop. This study of 
plague imprints from academic medical treatises to plague poetry highlights the most feared and 
devastating epidemic of the sixteenth-century, one that threatened Italy top to toe from 1575 to 1578 
and unleashed an avalanche of plague writing. From erudite definitions, remote causes, cures and 
recipes, physicians now directed their plague writings to the prince and discovered their most 'valiant 
remedies' in public health: strict segregation of the healthy and ill, cleaning streets and latrines, 
addressing the long-term causes of plague-poverty. Those outside the medical profession joined 
the chorus. In the heartland of Counter-Reformation Italy, physicians along with those outside the 
profession questioned the foundations of Galenic and Renaissance medicine, even the role of God. 
Assaults on medieval and Renaissance medicine did not need to await the Protestant-Paracelsian 
alliance of seventeenth-century in northern Europe. Instead, creative forces planted by the pandemic 
of 1575-8 sowed seeds of doubt and unveiled new concerns and ideas within that supposedly most 
conservative form of medical writing, the plague tract. Relying on health board statistics and dramatized 
with eyewitness descriptions of bizarre happenings, human misery, and suffering, these writers created 
the structure for plague classics of the eighteenth century, and by tracking the contagion's complex and 
crooked paths, they anticipated trends of nineteenth-century epidemiology.

The Last Plague in the Baltic Region 1709-1713

The Last Plague in the Baltic Region, 1709-1713 offers a thorough description and analysis of the 
terrible plague epidemic that ravaged the Baltic region in the years between 1709 and 1713 ? at the 
same time when the region was razed by the Great Northern War (1700-?21). Sweden under Carolus 
XII had lost its supremacy, and Russia under Peter the Great emerged as the new major power in the 
region. With the marching armies came the plague and its effects, which were particularly devastating, 
since it hit a population already weakened by famines and desolation caused by the war. Drawing 
on substantial documentation in city and state archives, the study addresses a range of important 
discussions touching on the far-reaching consequences of the plague across the region: including 
mortality rates, symptoms of the disease, treatments, how the disease spread, why some parishes, 
villages, houses and families were particularly hard hit, the measures taken by the authorities to 
confine the epidemic and the reactions of people to these measures. Offering detailed information of 
the plague's demographic and economic consequences, as well as tragic accounts of its victims, this 
volume constitutes a fascinating synthesis and assessment of a devastating chapter in the region's 
history.

Communities and Crisis

Based on testaments and notarial contracts, this examination of the Black Death of 1348 argues 
for social resilience in Bologna. The notarial record demonstrates that notaries, officials, medical 
practitioners, and clergy served the populace, while families remained intact and the populace resisted 
flight.

Science, Alchemy and the Great Plague of London



This is the first systematic scholarly study of the Ottoman experience of plague during the Black Death 
pandemic and the centuries that followed. Using a wealth of archival and narrative sources, including 
medical treatises, hagiographies, and travelers' accounts, as well as recent scientific research, Nükhet 
Varlik demonstrates how plague interacted with the environmental, social, and political structures of 
the Ottoman Empire from the late medieval through the early modern era. The book argues that the 
empire's growth transformed the epidemiological patterns of plague by bringing diverse ecological 
zones into interaction and by intensifying the mobilities of exchange among both human and non-hu-
man agents. Varlik maintains that persistent plagues elicited new forms of cultural imagination and 
expression, as well as a new body of knowledge about the disease. In turn, this new consciousness 
sharpened the Ottoman administrative response to the plague, while contributing to the makings of an 
early modern state.

Plague and Empire in the Early Modern Mediterranean World

Becoming British Columbia is the first comprehensive, demographic history of British Columbia. 
Investigating critical moments in the demographic record and linking demographic patterns to larger 
social and political questions, it shows how biology, politics, and history conspired with sex, death, and 
migration to create a particular kind of society. John Belshaw overturns the widespread tendency to 
associate population growth with progress. He reveals that the province has a long tradition of thinking 
and acting vigorously in ways meant to control and shape biological communities of humans, and 
suggests that imperialism, race, class, and gender have historically situated population issues at the 
centre of public consciousness in British Columbia.

Becoming British Columbia

This work proposes that new economic theory, rather than a new public policy based on old theory, 
is needed to guide humanity toward sustainability. The book includes the ideas from old as well as 
new institutional economics, discussed in detail by leading experts in the field. This book follows a 
companion work, 'Economics, Sustainability, and Natural Resources: Economics of Sustainable Forest 
Management', volume 1 of the series.

Institutions, Sustainability, and Natural Resources

Mapping Space, Sense, and Movement in Florence explores the potential of digital mapping or 
Historical GIS as a research and teaching tool to enable researchers and students to uncover the 
spatial, kinetic and sensory dimensions of the early modern city. The exploration focuses on new 
digital research and mapping projects that engage the rich social, cultural, and artistic life of Florence 
in particular. One is a new GIS tool known as DECIMA, (Digitally-Encoded Census Information and 
Mapping Archive), and the other is a smartphone app called Hidden Florence. The international 
collaborators who have helped build these and other projects address three questions: how such 
projects can be created when there are typically fewer sources than for modern cities; how they facilitate 
more collaborative models for historical research into social relations, senses, and emotions; and 
how they help us interrogate older historical interpretations and create new models of analysis and 
communication. Four authors examine technical issues around the software programs and manuscripts. 
Five then describe how GIS can be used to advance and develop existing research projects. Finally, 
four authors look to the future and consider how digital mapping transforms the communication of 
research results, and makes it possible to envision new directions in research. This exciting new volume 
is illustrated throughout with maps, screenshots and diagrams to show the projects at work. It will 
be essential reading for students and scholars of early modern Italy, the Renaissance and digital 
humanities.

Mapping Space, Sense, and Movement in Florence

A vivid recreation of how the governors and governed of early seventeenth-century Florence confront-
ed, suffered, and survived a major epidemic of plague Plague remains the paradigm against which 
reactions to many epidemics are often judged. Here, John Henderson examines how a major city 
fought, suffered, and survived the impact of plague. Going beyond traditional oppositions between rich 
and poor, this book provides a nuanced and more compassionate interpretation of government policies 
in practice, by recreating the very human reactions and survival strategies of families and individuals. 
From the evocation of the overcrowded conditions in isolation hospitals to the splendor of religious 
processions, Henderson analyzes Florentine reactions within a wider European context to assess the 



effect of state policies on the city, street, and family. Writing in a vivid and approachable way, this book 
unearths the forgotten stories of doctors and administrators struggling to cope with the sick and dying, 
and of those who were left bereft and confused by the sudden loss of relatives.

Florence Under Siege

If the twenty-first century seems an unlikely stage for the return of a 14th-century killer, the authors 
of Return of the Black Death argue that the plague, which vanquished half of Europe, has only lain 
dormant, waiting to emerge again—perhaps, in another form. At the heart of their chilling scenario is 
their contention that the plague was spread by direct human contact (not from rat fleas) and was, in 
fact, a virus perhaps similar to AIDS and Ebola. Noting the periodic occurrence of plagues throughout 
history, the authors predict its inevitable re-emergence sometime in the future, transformed by mass 
mobility and bioterrorism into an even more devastating killer.

Return of the Black Death

This multidisciplinary reference takes the reader through all four major phases of interdisciplinary 
inquiry: adequate conceptualization, rigorous formulation, substantive interpretation, and innovative 
implementation. The text introduces a novel synthetic paradigm of public health reasoning and epidemic 
modelling, and implements it with a study of the infamous 14th century AD Black Death disaster that 
killed at least one-fourth of the European population.

Interdisciplinary Public Health Reasoning and Epidemic Modelling: The Case of Black Death

Although the 21st century may seem to be an unlikely stage for the return of the Black Death, the 
authors argue differently. They suggest that the plague is not dead and has merely remained dormant, 
and that the disease can be spread by human contact in a similar manner to AIDS or Ebola.

Return of the Black Death

In this sweeping approach to the history of disease, the author, a historian chronicles perceptions and 
responses to plague and pestilence over two thousand years of Western history. He frames disease as 
a multidimensional construct, situated at the intersection of history, politics, culture, and medicine, and 
rooted in mentalities and social relations as much as in biological conditions of pathology. He shows 
how diseases affect social and political change, reveal social tensions, and are mediated both within 
and outside the realm of scientific medicine.

The Burdens of Disease

Chronicles the history and mystery of several centuries of plague including bioweapons programs 
initiated by the former Soviet Union.

Plague

Throughout history plague has been the cause of many major catastrophes. It was responsible for the 
Black Death of 1348 and the Great Plague of London in 1665, and for devastating epidemics much 
earlier and much later, in the Mediterranean in the sixth century, and in China and India between 
the 1890s and 1920s. Today, it has become a metaphor for other epidemic disasters which appear to 
threaten us, but plague itself has never been eradicated. In this Very Short Introduction, Paul Slack 
explores the historical impact of plague over the centuries, looking at the ways in which it has been 
interpreted, and the powerful images it has left behind in art and literature. Examining what plague 
meant for those who suffered from it, and how governments began to fight against it, he demonstrates 
the impact plague has had on modern notions of public health and how it has shaped our history. 
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains 
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get 
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, 
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Plague: A Very Short Introduction
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Evolutionary medicine has been steadily gaining recognition, not only in modern clinical research 
and practice, but also in bioarchaeology (the study of archaeological human remains) and especially 
its sub-discipline, palaeopathology. To date, however, palaeopathology has not been necessarily 
recognised as particularly useful to the field and most key texts in evolutionary medicine have tended 
to overlook it. This novel text is the first to highlight the benefits of using palaeopathological research 
to answer questions about the evolution of disease and its application to current health problems, 
as well as the benefits of using evolutionary thinking in medicine to help interpret historical disease 
processes. It presents hypothesis-driven research by experts in biological anthropology (including 
palaeopathology), medicine, health sciences, and evolutionary medicine through a series of unique 
case studies that address specific research questions. Each chapter has been co-authored by two or 
more researchers with different disciplinary perspectives in order to provide original, insightful, and 
interdisciplinary contributions that will provide new insights for both palaeopathology and evolutionary 
medicine. Palaeopathology and Evolutionary Medicine is intended for graduate level students and 
professional researchers in a wide range of fields including the humanities (history), social sciences 
(anthropology, archaeology, palaeopathology, geography), and life sciences (medicine and biology). 
Relevant courses include evolutionary medicine, evolutionary anthropology, medical anthropology, and 
palaeopathology.
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Throughout history plague has been the cause of many major catastrophes. It was responsible for the 
Black Death of 1348 and the Great Plague of London in 1665, and for devastating epidemics much 
earlier and much later, in the Mediterranean in the sixth century, and in China and India between 
the 1890s and 1920s. Today, it has become a metaphor for other epidemic disasters which appear to 
threaten us, but plague itself has never been eradicated. In this Very Short Introduction, Paul Slack 
explores the historical impact of plague over the centuries, looking at the ways in which it has been 
interpreted, and the powerful images it has left behind in art and literature. Examining what plague 
meant for those who suffered from it, and how governments began to fight against it, he demonstrates 
the impact plague has had on modern notions of public health and how it has shaped our history. 
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains 
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get 
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, 
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Palaeopathology and Evolutionary Medicine

Plague: A Very Short Introduction
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