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Discover how civil society plays a pivotal role in the process of democratization, fostering robust 
democracy building efforts. Through active civic engagement and the vital work of non-governmental 
organizations, civil society movements drive accountability, advocate for human rights, and empower 
citizens to participate in shaping more democratic societies worldwide.
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Civil Society in Democratization

This title brings together competing theories of civil society with critical studies of the role of civil society 
in diverse situations and the way in which it has been promoted as the key to democratization. The 
combination of contemporary theory and practical applications provides valuable reading for students 
of civil society and contemporary social and political change, and its policy implications for Africa, Asia, 
Europe and Latin America.

Civil Society and Democratization in the Arab World

The transition paradigm has traditionally viewed civil society activism as an essential condition for 
the establishment of democracy. The democracy promotion strategies of Western policy-makers have, 
therefore, been based on strengthening civil society in authoritarian settings in order to support the 
development of social capital -to challenge undemocratic regimes. This book questions the validity of 
the link between an active associational life and democratization. It examines civil society in the Arab 
world in order to illustrate how authoritarian constraints structure civil society dynamics in the region 
in ways that hinder transition to democracy. Building on innovative theoretical work and drawing on 
empirical data from extensive fieldwork in the region, this study demonstrates how the activism of 
civil society in five different Arab countries strengthens rather than weakens authoritarian practices 
and rule. Through an analysis of the specific legal and political constraints on associational life, and 
the impact of these on relations between different civic groups, and between associations and state 
authorities, the book demonstrates that the claim that civil society plays a positive role in processes of 
democratic transformation is highly questionable. Offering a broad and alternative vision of the state 
of civil society in the region, this book will be an important contribution to studies on Middle Eastern 
politics, democratization and civil society activism.
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Featuring a broad range of perspectives on the democratic process, this collection of essays explores 
the development of civil society and how civil societies manage democratic change around the world.

State, Civil Society and Democratization in the Third World

Essay from the year 2008 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Topic: Development Politics, 
grade: 1,0, Stockholm University, language: English, abstract: In this course report I will focus on the 
relationship between civil society and democracy on the national and global level. The discussion 
is based upon the hypothesis that civil society can only constitute itself and act within democratic 
structures and will address the problem of the civil society in failed states which is not able to facilitate 
democratization there due to a lack of statehood and on the global level where democratic structures 
can’t be found. In the last ten to fifteen years, accompanied by the contemporary issue of globalisation 
and several civil movements in the late 1970s and early 1980s, there has been an increasing interest 
and body of literature related to the term of “civil society”. Civil society develops and acts within a 
certain context and environment. Because of that, concepts of civil society facilitating democracy can’t 
be applied on developing countries in general but have to take into account the level of statehood and 
existing democratic structures in which civil society acts. It is not all about the structure of civil society 
but also about the existing level of statehood.

Civil Society Before Democracy

Bringing together historians and political scientists, this unique collaboration compares nineteenth-cen-
tury civil societies that failed to develop lasting democracies with civil societies that succeeded.

The Role of Civil Society in Africa’s Quest for Democratization

This book tests many of the assumptions, hypotheses, and conclusions connected with the presumed 
role of civil society organizations in the democratization of African countries. Taking a comparative 
approach, it looks at countries that have successfully democratized, those that are stuck between 
progress and regression, those that have regressed into dictatorship, and those that are currently in 
transitional flux and evaluates what role, if any, civil society has played in each instance. The countries 
discussed—South Africa, Ghana, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Egypt and Tunisia—represent a diverse set of 
social and political circumstances and different levels of democratic achievement, providing a rich 
set of case studies. Each sample state also offers an internal comparison, as each has historically 
experienced different stages of democratization. Along the course of each case study, the book also 
considers the effect that other traditionally studied factors, such as culture, colonization, economic 
development and foreign aid, may have had on individual attempts at democratization. The first 
extensive work on civil society and democratization in Africa, the book adds new insights to the 
applicability of democratization theory in a non-Western context, both filling a gap in and adding to 
the existing universal scholarship. This book will be useful for scholars of political science, economics, 
sociology and African studies, as well as human rights activists and policy makers in the relevant 
geographical areas.

Civil Society in Democratization

With contributions from experts on democracy promotion, this volume examines civil society devel-
opment and external civil society promotion in post-socialist Europe. It focuses on countries with a 
failed or deficient process of democratic consolidation looking at unintended consequences of external 
democracy promotion on civil society development.

Civil Society and Democracy Promotion

The author assesses the main theories developed to account for and explain why and how authoritarian 
regimes give way to democratic ones. The book takes issue with the predominantly élite-centred focus 
of much of the literature, and illustrates how an understanding of democratization can be gained only 
if the role of civil society is taken into account.

Dynamics of Democratization

At the end of the Cold War, a renewed interest in civil society emerged. Today, civil society, trust, 
democratization, social capital, and volunteerism are a primary focus among the social sciences. 
The end of the Cold War meant such issues in the social sciences, neglected during many years of 



military confrontation, came back into prominence. Voluntary groups are being given large roles, and 
the state is being challenged by them. The search is on for ways to encourage democracy. Free trade 
and globalization are part of the equation, but much attention is being focused on the role of NGOs 
(non-governmental organizations). The claim is that without a healthy voluntary sector, the long-term 
survival of a democratic society is doubtful. Civil Society and Democratization, a special issue of THE 
ANNALS, features articles written by both domestic and international scholars on this ever growing area 
of discussion. Articles in this issue cover these important topics: · Debates on civil society both in the 
United States and abroad · Civil society and political elections · Religion and civic engagement · Civil 
society and volunteerism This special issue is a comprehensive discussion of how political confidence 
is built and eroded in a world that unimaginable only ten years ago. It is an indispensable guide to the 
problems of sustaining the gains made by democracy since the collapse of the Soviet Union and will 
be of great interest to academics and professionals concerned with processes of social change.

Civil Society and Democratization

Developing a distinctive theoretical framework on civil society, this book examines how Non-Gov-
ernmental Organizations (NGOs) contribute towards democratization in India and what conditions 
facilitate or inhibit their contribution. It assesses three different kinds of politics within civil society – 
liberal pluralist, neo-Marxist, and communitarian – which have had different implications in relation to 
democratization. By making use of in-depth empirical analysis and comparative case studies of three 
developmental NGOs that work among the tribal communities in the socio-historical context of south 
Rajasthan, the book shows that civil society is not necessarily a democratizing force, but that it can 
have contradictory consequences in relation to democratization. It discusses how the democratic effect 
of civil society is not a result of the "stock of social capital" in the community but is contingent upon the 
kinds of ideologies and interests that are present or ascendant not just within the institutions of civil 
society but also within the state. The book delivers new insights on NGOs, democratization, civil society, 
the state, political society, tribal politics, politics of Hindu Nationalism, international development aid and 
grassroots social movements in India. It enables readers to understand better the multifaceted nature 
of civil society, its relationship with the state, and its implications for development and democratization.

Civil Society and Democratization in India

This book is the first to offer an in-depth analysis of transitional justice as an unfinished agenda in 
Indonesia’s democracy. Examining the implementation of transitional justice measures in post-authori-
tarian Indonesia, this book analyses the factors within the democratic transition that either facilitated or 
hindered the adoption and implementation of transitional justice measures. Furthermore, it contributes 
key insights from an extensive examination of ‘bottom-up’ approaches to transitional justice in Indone-
sia: through a range of case studies, civil society-led initiatives to truth-seeking and local reconciliation 
efforts. Based on extensive archival, legal and media research, as well as interviews with key actors 
in Indonesia’s democracy and human rights’ institutions, the book provides a significant contribution to 
current understandings of Indonesia’s democracy. Its analysis of the failure of state-centred transitional 
justice measures, and the role of civil society, also makes an important addition to comparative 
transitional justice studies. It will be of considerable interest to scholars and activists in the fields of 
Transitional Justice and Politics, as well as in Asian Studies.

Transitional Justice from State to Civil Society

List of tables and figures.

Democratization in the South

The book presents an informed and wide-ranging examination of issues surrounding the development 
and future prospects of civil society in Eastern Europe. The contributions, mostly by leading East 
European scholars, relate the key concept of civil society to the processes that led to the collapse 
of communism and which bear on prospects for the establishment of a democratic order throughout 
the region. The development of the concept is related to questions like those surrounding economic 
policy and reform and the women's movement.

Democracy and Civil Society in Eastern Europe



This book tests many of the assumptions, hypotheses, and conclusions connected with the presumed 
role of civil society organizations in the democratization of African countries. Taking a comparative 
approach, it looks at countries that have successfully democratized, those that are stuck between 
progress and regression, those that have regressed into dictatorship, and those that are currently in 
transitional flux and evaluates what role, if any, civil society has played in each instance. The countries 
discussed--South Africa, Ghana, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Egypt and Tunisia--represent a diverse set of social 
and political circumstances and different levels of democratic achievement, providing a rich set of case 
studies. Each sample state also offers an internal comparison, as each has historically experienced 
different stages of democratization. Along the course of each case study, the book also considers the 
effect that other traditionally studied factors, such as culture, colonization, economic development and 
foreign aid, may have had on African civil society and democratization. The first extensive work on civil 
society and democratization in Africa, the book adds new insights to the applicability of democratization 
theory in a non-Western context, both filling a gap in and adding to the existing universal scholarship. 
This book will be useful for scholars of political science, economics, sociology and African studies, as 
well as human rights activists and policy makers in the relevant geographical areas.

The Role of Civil Society in Africa's Quest for Democratization

Much has been written about how civil society challenges authoritarian governments and helps lead 
the way to democratization. These studies show that neoliberal economic policies have harmed many 
sectors of society, weakening the state and undermining clientelistic relationships that previously 
provided material benefits to middle- and low-income citizens, who are then motivated to organize 
coalitions to work for greater social justice and equality. Recognizing this important role played by civil 
society organizations, Jon Shefner goes further and analyzes the variegated nature of the interests 
represented in these coalitions, arguing that the differences among civil society actors are at least as 
important as their similarities in explaining how they function and what success, or lack thereof, they 
have experienced. Through an ethnographic examination extending over a decade, Shefner tells the 
story of how a poor community on the urban fringe of Guadalajara mobilized through an organization 
called the Unión de Colonos Independientes (UCI) to work for economic improvement with the support 
of Jesuits inspired by liberation theology. Yet Mexico’s successful formal democratic transition, won with 
the elections in 2000, was followed by the dissolution of the coalition. Neither political access for the 
urban poor, nor their material well-being, has increased with democratization. The unity and even the 
concept of civil society has thus turned out to be an illusion.

The Illusion of Civil Society

Since the emergence of the dissident "parallel polis" in Eastern Europe, civil society has become a "new 
superpower," influencing democratic transformations, human rights, and international co-operation; 
co-designing economic trends, security and defense; reshaping the information society; and generating 
new ideas on the environment, health, and the "good life." This volume seeks to compare and reassess 
the role of civil society in the rich West, the poorer South, and the quickly expanding East in the context 
of the twenty-first century's challenges. It presents a novel perspective on civic movements testing John 
Keane's notion of "monitory democracy": an emerging order of public scrutiny and monitoring of power.

Civil Society in the Age of Monitory Democracy

While most analyses of Korean politics have looked to elites to explain political change, this new and 
revised edition of Korean Society examines the role of ordinary people in this dramatic transformation. 
Taking the innovative theme of 'civil society' - voluntary organizations outside the role of the state 
which have participated in the process of political and social democratization - the essays collected 
here examine Korea as one of the most dramatic cases in the world of ordinary citizens participating 
in the transformation of politics. Key topics discussed include: comparisons of Korean democratization 
to the experiences of post-authoritarian regimes elsewhere in the world comparisons of the theory of 
civil society as developed in Western Europe and America the legacy of Korea's Confucian past for 
contemporary politics and society close examinations of various civil society movements South Korea 
and North Korea. Conceptually innovative, up-to-date and timely, the new edition of this book will be 
an invaluable resource for students of contemporary Korea, Asian politics and the global struggle for 
democracy.

Korean Society



This book adds to debates over the international dimensions of democratic change by studying the 
policies and actions of three sets of Western actors: namely, governments, multinational companies, 
and international NGOs. This actor-based triangular approach responds to observations that the 
strategic, economic, and social aspects of international democracy have rarely been studied in a 
combined, holistic fashion. During the 1990s, Western governments, multinational companies, and 
civil society organizations all came to engage more notably in debates over democratic trends. But 
were they genuine when they professed a concern with democracy in developing countries? Which of 
these dynamics - governmental, commercial, or social - was the most influential in propelling efforts 
to encourage democratization and which helped explain the limits of democracy's international reach? 
Did political, economic, and social actors form a broad network of international democratic momentum, 
or did their respective perspectives increasingly diverge? Exploring these questions, the book presents 
extensive empirical material relating to Western policies in a number of developing regions, covering 
the period from the mid-1990s to 2003. Oxford Studies in Democratization is a series for scholars 
and students of comparative politics and related disciplines. Volumes concentrate on the comparative 
study of the democratization process that accompanied the decline and termination of the cold war. 
The geographical focus of the series is primarily Latin America, the Caribbean, Southern and Eastern 
Europe, and relevant experiences in Africa and Asia. The series editor is Laurence Whitehead, Official 
Fellow, Nuffield College, University of Oxford.

International Democracy and the West

Starting from the emergence of the globalization protest movement in the late 1990s, this new book 
explores how democratic principles can be applied in transnational and global contexts. Focusing on 
the World Social Forum (WSF), Teivo Teivainen analyzes the various dilemmas of democratization in a 
dynamic process that is explicitly global but has many local variations. He acknowledges that states and 
democratic institutions play a significant role, but also argues it is more important to analyze the extent 
to which particular social processes are democratic, than to rely on nation-state-centric categories 
of democracy. Using the World Social Forum as a case study, Teivainen provides a detailed history 
of its emergence and subsequent global expansion, and keenly analyzes the internal and external 
challenges it faces in the future. Making an important contribution to theoretical and political debates, 
this new volume will be of great interest to students and researchers of globalization, social movements, 
global civil society and democracy.

Civil Society and Democratization in Morocco

This book discusses the roles of civil society in the initiation stage of democratization in China. It argues 
that there is a semi-civil society in China and that this quasi-civil society that plays dual roles in the initial 
stage of democratisation in China. It makes a contribution to existing theories on democratic functions 
of civil society by applying, testing, revising and developing these theories in the context of Chinese 
democratization.

Global Civil Society in Action

Globality, Democracy and Civil Society explores the relationship between the concepts of democracy 
and civil society through a comparison of their meaning and function in different historical and cultural 
contexts. This volume presents detailed contextual studies in Europe, North America, Japan, Russia 
and Turkey. The contributors explore different ways of understanding and developing democratic 
practices and institutions. Rather than projecting the conditions of modern representative, state-centric 
democracy onto the global realm, they propose ways of rethinking these very conditions in terms of 
human diversity and difference. This is done by exploring conceptions of democracy that reconcile cul-
tural plurality with democratic practices, and by using a number of examples and perspectives framed 
by a global context, rather than by geographical divides between East and West. The contributors are 
not trying to define the concept of civil society, but rather demonstrating the different ways it is deployed 
in political practice and disseminated through on-going processes of globalisation. This book will be of 
interest to scholars and students of global democracy and governance, cosmopolitan democracy, the 
future of civil society in a globalising world, comparative politics and political thought.

The Democratic Implications of Civil Society in China

The development of civil society has varied greatly across the former Soviet Union. The Baltic states 
have achieved a high level of integration with the West and European Union membership, while some 



regions in Russia lag far behind. Now for the first time there is a comparative study of civil society and 
democratization across post-Soviet national borders. Acknowledging the enormous variation through-
out the region, the book offers unique data on developments in Russia, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. 
Applying an innovative analytical framework derived from theories of democratization, civil society, 
social movements and transnational relations, the researchers have formulated broader comparisons 
and generalisations without neglecting the specific post-Soviet context. The book provides a systematic 
comparison across sectors as well as nations, and includes chapters on NGOs, the state and conflict, 
and transnationalisation. Quantitative survey data is combined with qualitative interviews and case 
study research to both confirm previous findings about the weakness of post-communist civil society 
and to qualify previous research.

Globality, Democracy and Civil Society

The United States and many other international donors have embraced civil-society aid as a key tool of 
democracy promotion. This collection of essays analyzes civil-society aid in five regions - South Africa, 
the Philippines, Peru, Egypt and Romania - focusing on crucial issues and dilemmas.

Post-Soviet Civil Society

Examines the growing power of nongovernmental organizations by looking at UN World Conferences.

Funding Virtue

Timely and unique, this innovative volume provides a critical examination of the role of civil society and 
its relation to the state throughout left-led Latin America. Featuring a broad range of case studies from 
across the region, from the Bolivian Constitution to participative budgeting in Brazil to the communal 
councils in Venezuela, the book examines to what extent these new initiatives are redefining state-civil 
society relations. Does the return of an active state in Latin America imply the incorporation of civil 
society representatives in decision-making processes? Is the new left delivering on the promise of 
participatory democracy and a redefinition of citizenship, or are we witnessing a new democratic deficit? 
A wide-ranging analysis of a vital issue, both for Latin America and beyond.

Sovereignty, Democracy, and Global Civil Society

This thought-provoking book conceptualizes the importance of civil society and citizenship in building 
a sustainable and participatory democracy. It considers the ways in which networks and organizations 
promoting common interests contribute to this mediating space between the public and private spheres, 
examining the impacts of the diversity of values and attitudes held by these organizations. Taking 
a normative position, Thomas P. Boje argues for the importance of social justice and civility in an 
active, liberating, equitable and participatory society. This book concludes with a detailed discussion 
of the conditions required for a participatory democratic system in which all citizens are involved in the 
planning, decision-making and implementation of crucial decisions.

Civil Society and the State in Left-Led Latin America

This book examines the relationship between civil society and human security in the Indian state of 
Meghalaya, part of the region known as Northeast India. Civil society has been revived over the last 
two decades and is now one of the key concepts in development, politics, and international aid. The 
concept has gained particular significance as part of attempts to analyse and instigate grassroots 
democratisation through widespread political participation. This is seen as enabling a broader range 
of issues to be politicised and made a part of political agendas at the local, national, and global levels. 
However there are few studies that examine the constraints on civil society at the local level, even 
in contexts where civil society may appear to be active and vibrant. Those studies that do exist tend 
to focus on the constraints coming from the state, overlooking the constraints that come from within 
civil society itself. During the same period human security has gained prominence as a challenge to 
state-centric conceptions of security and as an alternative approach to development by focusing on 
the security and insecurity of groups and individuals. The concept has been taken up by international 
organisations, development agencies, and bilateral donors as a more effective way to understand the 
difficulties people face in their everyday lives that go beyond conventional categories and indicators. In 
order for those experiencing insecurity to identify and contest the causes of insecurity, participation in 
civil society is necessary.

Civility and Participatory Democracy



In this timely, informative edited volume, major Iranian scholars and civic actors address some of the 
most pressing questions about Iranian civil society and the process of democratization in Iran. They 
describe the role of Iranian civil society in the process of transition to democracy in Iran and offer insight 
about the enduring legacy of previous social and political movements—starting with the Constitutional 
Revolution of 1906— in the struggle for democracy in Iran. Each contributor looks at different aspects 
of Iranian civil society to address the complex nature of the political order in Iran and the possibilities for 
secularization and democratization of the Iranian government. Various contributors analyze the impact 
of religion on prevailing democratic thought, discussing reformist religious movements and thinkers and 
the demands of religious minorities. Others provide insight into the democratic implications of recent 
Iranian women’s rights movements, call for secularism within government, and the pressure placed on 
the existing theocracy by the working class. The contributors address these and related issues in all 
their richness and complexity and offer a set of discussions that is both accessible and illuminating for 
the reader.

Civil Society, Democratization and the Search for Human Security

This book explores the idea of civil society and how it is being implemented in Eastern Europe. The 
implosion of the Russian empire fifteen years ago and the new wave of democratization opened a 
new field of inquiry. The wide-ranging debate on the transition became focused on a conceptual battle, 
the question of how to define "civil society". Because totalitarian systems shun self-organization, real 
existing civil society barely existed East of the Elbe, and the emergence of civil society took unusually 
complex and puzzling forms, which varied with national culture, and reflected the deep historical past 
of these societies. This insightful text relates the concept of civil society and developments in Eastern 
Europe to wider sociological theories, and makes international comparisons where appropriate. It 
discusses particular aspects of civil society, and examines the difficulties of establishing civil society. It 
concludes by assessing the problems and prospects for civil society in Eastern Europe going forward.

Civil Society, Democracy, and Civic Renewal

A study that demonstrates how crucial civil society has been to democratic transition, democratic failure, 
and the recent, ongoing efforts to reform, deepen, and consolidate democracy in Korea.

Civil Society and Democracy in Iran

The book is a contribution to the ongoing discussion and research on civil society in the context of 
normative democratic theory and democratization in East-Central Europe. It offers a novel approach 
to some of the key issues in that debate including corruption and democratic consolidation, active 
citizenship, civic unity and the rule of law.

Building Democracy and Civil Society East of the Elbe

This book tackles the issue of civil society's democratic input to EU governance. It looks at how 
participatory democracy, laid down in the Lisbon Treaty and advocated by the Commission, is put into 
practice and whether the involvement of civil society lives up to the high expectation of upgrading the 
Union's democratic legitimacy.

Crafting Democracy

A systematic investigation of the connection between civil society and political change in Asia - change 
toward open, participatory, and accountable politics. Its findings suggest that the link between a vibrant 
civil society and democracy is indeterminate: certain civil society organizations support democracy; 
thers could undermine it.

The Politics of Democratization in Korea

This book argues that the weakness of civil society in the post-Soviet Caucasus is a result not only 
of post-communist political and economic problems, but also of the effects of historical legacies. 
These influence both formal and informal civil societies and weaken the countries' ability to facilitate 
democratisation.

Civil Society, Democracy and Democratization



Papers presented at various seminars.

De-Mystification of Participatory Democracy

"This book is for anyone wondering whatever happened to Thailand's vanished Marxist insurgents or 
interested in understanding the forces behind the mass demonstrations of peasants that periodically 
descend on Bangkok. Specifically, the book investigates the struggle of an important social movement 
in Thailand, the Small Scale Farmers' Assembly of Isan (SSFAI), and examines the role of civil society 
in the process of democratization.

Civil Society and Political Change in Asia

Post-Communist Civil Society and the Soviet Legacy
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