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This historical document outlines the essential instructions for the training of platoons in 1917, focusing 
specifically on preparing units for successful offensive action. It delves into the crucial military tactics 
and drills necessary to ensure optimal platoon combat readiness during World War I, offering valuable 
insight into early 20th-century military doctrine.
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Instructions for the Training of Platoons for Offensive Action, 1917

Excerpt from Instructions for the Training of Platoons for Offensive Action, 1917: Organization and 
Tactics; Training; General Remarks; Appendixes The instructions herewith are in extenso of those 
contained in Section IV, paragraph 5 of S. S. 135, Instructions for the Training of Divisions for 
Offensive Action, and must be read in conjunction therewith. In the last-mentioned document it is 
laid down, as a result of recent experience, that the platoon is the unit in the assault. About the 
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at 
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books 
uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst 
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as 
a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority 
of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state 
of such historical works.
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This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE TRAINING OF PLATOONS FOR OFFENSIVE ACTION, 1917

This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free 
scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 
edition. Excerpt: ... Very-s pistols should not be taken forward with assaulting troops, owing to the risk 
of casualties and of the pistols being thereby lost; they should be kept back at battalion headquarters 
and sent up after the objective has been gained. 5. Issue of 8.A.A., tools, etc.--In order to save the men 
unnecessary fatigue, the S.A.A., grenades, tools, flares, S.O.S. rockets, etc., mentioned in paragraphs 
2 and 4, which are not part of the man-s ordinary equipment, should be issued at a forward dump 
just before the men enter the trenches; probably a brigade dump will be found convenient. These 
stores, which are additional to the establishment fixed for the dump, should be laid out beforehand, 
so that no time may be lost in issuing them. XXXII. Disttngutshtng Marks. 1. Distinguishing marks to 
denote different battalions or companies will be worn onpthe arms immediately below the point of 
the shoulder. 2. In addition, specialists and carrying parties of infantry units will wear distinguishing 
marks as follows: Scouts Green band. Runners Red band. Regimental and company signalers-Blue 
band. Carrying parties Yellow band. Mopping-up parties White band. Salvage parties Khaki band, with 
"Salvagk" in red letters. These bands will be 1$ inches wide, made from material obtained locally, and 
will be worn round the left forearm. 3. Men equipped with wire cutters or wire breakers will wear a piece 
of white tape tied to the right shoulder strap. XXXIII. Documents And Maps. All ranks taking part in 
an assault are forbidden to carry any letters, papers, orders, or sketches which, in the event of their 
capture, would be likely to give any information to the enemy. Officers should not be overburdened with 
maps; the trench map of the actual area and possibly the...

Instructions for the Training of Platoons for Offensive Action, 1917

A work of historical, comparative sociology examining the evolution of infantry tactics in the American, 
Australian Canadian, British, French, German, and Italian armies from the First World War to the 
present. It addresses a key question in the social sciences of how social solidarity (cohesion) is 
generated and sustained.

Instructions for the Training of Platoons for Offensive Action, 1917

The 'Hundred Days' campaign of 1918 remains a neglected aspect of the First World War. Why was the 
German army defeated on the Western Front? Did its morale collapse or was it beaten by the improved 
military effectiveness of a British army which had climbed a painful 'learning curve' towards modern 
combined arms warfare? This revealing insight into the crucial final months of the First World War uses 
state-of-the-art methodology to present a rounded case study of the ability of both armies to adapt to the 
changing realities they faced. Jonathan Boff draws on both British and German archival sources, some 
of them previously unseen, to examine how representative armies fought during the 'Hundred Days' 
campaign. Assessing how far the application of modern warfare underpinned the British army's part in 
the Allied victory, the book highlights the complexity of modern warfare and the role of organisational 
behaviour within it.

Instructions for the Training of Divisions for Offensive Action 1916, Instructions for the Training of 
Platoons for Offensive Action 1917

How did British authorities manage to secure the commitment of large dominion and Indian armies that 
could plan, fight, shoot, communicate, and sustain themselves, in concert with the British Army and 
with each other, during the era of the two world wars? What did the British want from the dominion and 
Indian armies and how did they go about trying to get it? Douglas E Delaney seeks to answer these 
questions to understand whether the imperial army project was successful. Answering these questions 
requires a long-term perspective — one that begins with efforts to fix the armies of the British Empire in 
the aftermath of their desultory performance in South Africa (1899-1903) and follows through to the high 
point of imperial military cooperation during the Second World War. Based on multi-archival research 



conducted in six different countries, on four continents, Delaney argues that the military compatibility 
of the British Empire armies was the product of a deliberate and enduring imperial army project, one 
that aimed at standardizing and piecing together the armies of the empire, while, at the same time, 
accommodating the burgeoning autonomy of the dominions and even India. At its core, this book is 
really about how a military coalition worked.

Instructions for the Training of Platoons for Offensive Action, 1917 - Primary Source Edition

The U.S. Army evolved into a truly modern fighting force during World War I. When the U.S. entered 
the war in 1917, the infantry was its primary offensive arm. Training focused mainly on target practice, 
bayonet charges and marching drills. Antiquated tactics emphasized massive attack waves relying 
on ferocity to achieve battlefield objectives. Heavy casualties resulted when inexperienced American 
troops encountered entrenched German veterans trained in the use of modern artillery and machine 
guns. By war's end the American Expeditionary Force had progressed along a bloody learning curve, 
developing sophisticated techniques--small flexible formations, fire-and-maneuver and infiltration--for 
breaking the trench warfare stalemate. Eventually, the AEF integrated new weapons like poison gas, 
tanks and aircraft into its offensive tactics and pioneered the mechanized combined arms warfare still 
practiced by the U.S. Army. The exploits of the Fifth "Red Diamond" Division exemplify this critical period 
of development.

Instructions for the Training of Divisions for Offensive Action 1916/The Instructions for the Training of 
Platoons for Offensive Action 1917

This important new history of the development of a leadership corps of officers during World War I 
opens with a gripping narrative of the battlefield heroism of Cpl. Alvin York, juxtaposed with the death 
of Pvt. Charles Clement less than two kilometers away. Clement had been a captain and an example of 
what a good officer should be in the years just before the beginning of the war. His subsequent failure 
as an officer and his redemption through death in combat embody the question that lies at the heart 
of this comprehensive and exhaustively researched book: What were the faults of US military policy 
regarding the training of officers during the Great War? In The School of Hard Knocks, Richard S. 
Faulkner carefully considers the selection and training process for officers during the years prior to and 
throughout the First World War. He then moves into the replacement of those officers due to attrition, 
ultimately discussing the relationship between the leadership corps and the men they commanded. 
Replete with primary documentary evidence including reports by the War Department during and 
subsequent to the war, letters from the officers detailing their concerns with the training methods, and 
communiqués from the leaders of the training facilities to the civilian leadership, The School of Hard 
Knocks makes a compelling case while presenting a clear, highly readable, no-nonsense account of the 
shortfalls in officer training that contributed to the high death toll suffered by the American Expeditionary 
Forces in World War I.

Instructions for the Training of Divisions for Offensive Action

On battleships, behind the trenches of the Western Front and in the midst of the Desert War, British 
servicemen and women have played sport in the least promising circumstances. When 400 soldiers 
were asked in Burma in 1946 what they liked about the Army, 108 put sport in first place - well ahead 
of comradeship and leave - and this book explores the fascinating history of organised sport in the life 
of officers and other ranks of all three British services from 1880–1960. Drawing on a wide range of 
sources, this book examines how organised sport developed in the Victorian army and navy, became 
the focus of criticism for Edwardian army reformers, and was officially adopted during the Great War 
to boost morale and esprit de corps. It shows how service sport adapted to the influx of professional 
sportsmen, especially footballers, during the Second World War and the National Service years.

Instructions for the Training of Divisions for Offensive Action. Reprint from Pamphlet Issued by the 
British General Staff, War Office, December, 1916

In 1915 the 1st Australian Division led the way ashore at Gallipoli. In 1916 it achieved the first Australian 
victory on the Western Front at Pozières. It was still serving with distinction in the battles that led to the 
defeat of the German army in 1918. To Win the Battle explains how the division rose from obscurity to 
forge a reputation as one of the great fighting formations of the British Empire during the First World War, 
forming a central part of the Anzac legend. Drawing on primary sources as well as recent scholarship, 
this fresh approach suggests that the early reputation of Australia's premier division was probably 



higher than its performance warranted. Robert Stevenson shows that the division's later success was 
founded on the capacity of its commanders to administer, train and adapt to the changing conditions 
on the battlefield, rather than on the innate qualities of its soldiers.

Instructions for the Training of Divisions for Offensive Action. Reprint from Pamphlet Issued by the 
British General Staff, War Office, December 1916

In Soldiers and Gentlemen, Westerman explores the stories of the vitally important, yet often forgotten, 
Australian commanding officers.

Instructions for the Training of Divisions for Offensive Action

Marshal Foch, the Generalissimo of the Allied Armies during the last stages of the First World War, 
commenting on the victories won during the Hundred Days when the Germans were driven back on 
the Western Front, said ‘Never at any time in history has the British army achieved greater results in 
attack than in this unbroken offensive’. The scale, speed and success of this offensive have provided 
historians with fertile ground for interpretation and debate. How did the British Expeditionary Force, 
having endured the bitter disappointments and heavy losses at Aubers Ridge, Loos, the Somme, 
Passchendaele, Cambrai and during the German spring offensives of 1918 turn the tide of the war and 
comprehensively defeat the enemy in the field? This is the fascinating question that Michael Senior 
tackles in this lucid and thought-provoking study. He considers the reasons for the stunning British 
victories and examines the factors that underpinned the eventual success of the BEF. In particular he 
shows how tactical and technical developments evolved during the course of the war and merged in 
a way that gave the British a decisive advantage during the final months of the fighting. Innovations 
in guns and gunnery, in shells, aircraft and tanks, and a massive increase in industrial output, played 
key parts, as did the continuous process of adaptation, experimentation and invention that went on 
throughout the war years. The result was an army that could take advantage of the unprecedented 
opportunity presented by the failure of the German spring offensive of 1918. Michael Senior provides 
a challenging and controversial analysis of the underlying reasons for the success of the BEF. It is 
essential reading for anyone who is keen to learn about the extraordinary development of the British 
army throughout the war – and to understand why, and how, the Germans were beaten.

The Combat Soldier

Peter Simkins has established a reputation over the last forty years as one of the most original and 
stimulating historians of the First World War. He has made a major contribution to the debate about 
the performance of the British Army on the Western Front. This collection of his most perceptive and 
challenging essays, which concentrates on British operations in France between 1916 and 1918, shows 
that this reputation is richly deserved. He focuses on key aspects of the army's performance in battle, 
from the first day of the Somme to the Hundred Days, and gives a fascinating insight into the developing 
theory and practice of the army as it struggled to find a way to break through the German line. His 
rigorous analysis undermines some of the common assumptions - and the myths - that still cling to the 
history of these British battles.

Instructions for the Training of Divisions for Offensive Action

George C. Marshall once called him "the brains of the army." And yet General Lesley J. McNair 
(1883-1944), a man so instrumental to America's military preparedness and Army modernization, 
remains little known today, his papers purportedly lost, destroyed by his wife in her grief at his death 
in Normandy. This book, the product of an abiding interest and painstaking research, restores the 
general Army Magazine calls one of "Marshall's forgotten men" to his rightful place in American military 
history. Because McNair contributed so substantially to America's war preparedness, this first complete 
account of his extensive and varied career also leads to a reevaluation of U.S. Army effectiveness during 
WWII. Born halfway between the Civil War and the dawn of the 20th century, Lesley McNair–"Whitey" 
by his classmates for his blond hair–graduated 11th of 124 in West Point's class of 1904 and rose slowly 
through the ranks like all officers in the early twentieth century. He was 31 when World War I erupted, 
34 and a junior officer when American troops prepared to join the fight. It was during this time, and in 
the interwar period that followed the end of the First World War, that McNair's considerable influence 
on Army doctrine and training, equipment development, unit organization, and combined arms fighting 
methods developed. By looking at the whole of McNair's career–not just his service in WWII as 
chief of staff, General Headquarters, 1940-1942, and then as commander, Army Ground Forces, 



1942-1944–Calhoun reassesses the evolution and extent of that influence during the war, as well as 
McNair's, and the Army's, wartime performance. This in-depth study tracks the significantly positive 
impact of McNair's efforts in several critical areas: advanced officer education; modernization, military 
innovation, and technological development; the field-testing of doctrine; streamlining and pooling of 
assets for necessary efficiency; arduous and realistic combat training; combined arms tactics; and an 
increasingly mechanized and mobile force. Because McNair served primarily in staff roles throughout 
his career and did not command combat formations during WWII, his contribution has never received 
the attention given to more public–and publicized–military exploits. In its detail and scope, this first 
full military biography reveals the unique and valuable perspective McNair's generalship offers for the 
serious student of military history and leadership.

Winning and Losing on the Western Front

Terence Loveridge offers a unique look at the land and air operations around the strategic village 
of Monchy-le-Preux at the center of the western front during World War I. The story of the Great 
War is usually one of condemnation or rehabilitation of strategists and consecration of the common 
soldier, while the story of those who planned, directed, and led operations on the ground has generally 
been overlooked. Loveridge uses experiences of junior leaders fighting around the key terrain of 
Monchy-le-Preux to challenge the currently accepted views and reveal that the Great War, despite 
subsequent impression, was a surprisingly dynamic effort conducted in an arena of constantly evolving 
practices, techniques, and technology. Less well known than its contemporary campaigns at the 
Somme, Verdun, or Passchendaele, Monchy also carries less preconceived baggage and thus offers a 
prime opportunity to reevaluate the accepted wisdom of the events, personalities, and understandings 
of the Great War. The Road Past Monchy offers readers a unique chance to uncover the "lost" 
perspective of junior war leaders in a theater of war that saw almost continuous operations from 1914 
through to 1918.

The Imperial Army Project

A Companion to the Meuse-Argonne Campaign explores the single largest and bloodiest battle in 
American military history, including its many controversies, in historiographical essays that reflect 
the current state of the field. Presents original essays on the French and German participation in � 
and perspectives on � this important event Makes use of original archival research from the United 
States, France, and Germany Contributors include WWI scholars from France, Germany, the United 
States, and the United Kingdom Essays examine the military, social, and political consequences of the 
Meuse-Argonne and points the way for future scholarship in this area

American Tactical Advancement in World War I

Passchendaele In Perspective explores the context and real nature of the participants’ experience, 
evaluates British and German High Command, the aerial and maritime dimensions of the battle, 
the politicians and manpower debates on the home front and it looks at the tactics employed, the 
weapons and equipment used, the experience of the British; German and indeed French soldiers. It 
looks thoroughly into the Commonwealth soldiers’ contribution and makes an unparalleled attempt 
to examine together in one volume ‘specialist’ facets of the battle, the weather, field survey and 
cartography, discipline and morale, and the cultural and social legacy of the battle, in art, literature and 
commemoration. Each one of its thirty chapters presents a thought-provoking angle on the subject. 
They add up to an unique analysis of the battle from Commonwealth, American, German, French, 
Belgian and United Kingdom historians. This book will undoubtedly become a valued work of reference 
for all those with an interest in World War One.

The School of Hard Knocks

Historians have portrayed British participation in World War I as a series of tragic debacles, with lines of 
men mown down by machine guns, with untried new military technology, and incompetent generals who 
threw their troops into improvised and unsuccessful attacks. In this book a renowned military historian 
studies the evolution of British infantry tactics during the war and challenges this interpretation, showing 
that while the British army's plans and technologies failed persistently during the improvised first half 
of the war, the army gradually improved its technique, technology, and, eventually, its' self-assurance. 
By the time of its successful sustained offensive in the fall of 1918, says Paddy Griffith, the British 
army was demonstrating a battlefield skill and mobility that would rarely be surpassed even during 



World War II. Evaluating the great gap that exists between theory and practice, between textbook and 
bullet-swept mudfield, Griffith argues that many battles were carefully planned to exploit advanced 
tactics and to avoid casualties, but that breakthrough was simply impossible under the conditions of the 
time. According to Griffith, the British were already masters of "storm troop tactics" by the end of 1916, 
and in several important respects were further ahead than the Germans would be even in 1918. In fields 
such as the timing and orchestration of all-arms assaults, predicted artillery fire, "Commando-style" 
trench raiding, the use of light machine guns, or the barrage fire of heavy machine guns, the British 
led the world. Although British generals were not military geniuses, says Griffith, they should at least 
be credited for effectively inventing much of the twentieth-century's art of war.

Sport and the Military

This 1917 manual of musketry training is designed to instruct all infantry ranks in the use and care of 
their rifles, even under the gruelling battle conditions of the western front in the fourth year of the Great 
War. It is also aimed at instructing Commanding officers to make the best use of their men s firepower 
under all conditions. There are chapters on the care and maintenance of arms; on visual training and 
distance judging; fire discipline and range firing; and section, platoon and company training.

To Win the Battle

Endurance was an inherent part of the First World War. The chapters in this collection explore the 
concept in New Zealand and Australia. Researchers from a range of backgrounds and disciplines 
address what it meant for New Zealanders and Australians to endure the First World War, and how the 
war endured through the Twentieth Century. Soldiers and civilians alike endured hardship, discomfort, 
fears and anxieties during the war. Officials and organisations faced unprecedented demands on their 
time and resources, while Maori, Australian Aborigines, Anglo-Indian New Zealanders and children 
sought their own ways to contribute and be acknowledged. Family-members in Australia and New 
Zealand endured uncertainty about their loved ones’ fates on distant shores. Once the war ended, 
different forms of endurance emerged as responses, memories, myths and memorials quickly took 
shape and influenced the ways in which New Zealanders and Australians understood the conflict. The 
collection is divided into the themes of Institutional Endurance, Home Front Endurance, Battlefield 
Endurance, Race and Endurance, and Memorials.

Soldiers and Gentlemen

In August 1917, the Canadian Corps captured Hill 70, vital terrain just north of the French town of 
Lens. The Canadians suffered some 5,400 casualties and in three harrowing days defeated twenty-one 
German counterattacks. This spectacularly successful but shockingly costly battle was as innovative 
as Vimy, yet few Canadians have heard of it or of subsequent attempts to capture Lens, which resulted 
in nearly 3,300 more casualties. Capturing Hill 70 marks the centenary of this triumph by dissecting 
different facets of the battle, from planning and conducting operations to long-term repercussions and 
commemoration. It reinstates Hill 70 to its rightful place among the pantheon of battles that forged the 
reputation of the famed Canadian Corps during the First World War.

Victory on the Western Front

This interdisciplinary account explores how English infantrymen in Belgium and France experienced 
and coped with war between 1914 and 1918.

From the Somme to Victory

Steve Smith tells the story of the five Battalions of the Norfolk Regiment who served on the Western 
Front using previously unseen photographs, diaries, accounts, and letters. He has also had full access 
to the Norfolk Regiment Museum archives. It is the men who served in the Norfolks who will tell this story. 
This book will interest readers nationally & locally as it not only studies the Regiment’s participation 
in well-known battles such as Ypres and the Somme, but also takes a fresh look at the lesser-known 
battles fought, battles such as Elouges in 1914 and Kaiserschlacht in 1918. Steve has considered the 
German perspective too, looking at the men who faced them at places such as Falfemont Farm in 1916. 
Using new evidence from the Regiment’s participation in the Christmas Truce, he separates the truth 
from myth surrounding the stories of football played at this time, a controversy that still rages. Steve 
has walked the ground over which they fought and fresh maps complement this research so the book 



serves as a history book for those at home and a guidebook for those who wish to get out and explore, 
down to trench level, the ground covered in its pages.

General Lesley J. McNair

Designed to fill an overlooked gap, this book, originally published in 1972, provides a single unified 
introduction to bibliographical sources of British military history. Moreover it includes guidance in a 
number of fields in which no similar source is available at all, giving information on how to obtain acess 
to special collections and private archives, and links military history, especially during peacetime, with 
the development of science and technology.

The Road Past Monchy

A Companion to the Meuse-Argonne Campaign
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