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Restoring Democracy to America

If the current economic malaise accomplishes nothing else, it should help awaken us all to the 
realization that our country has been on a path of self-destructive behavior for several decades—a 
reversal of the progressive path that had made major gains in economic and political equality for a large 
majority of the U.S. population starting in the 1870s. It is John McDermott’s purpose in this ambitious 
book to explain why that reversal happened, how society has changed in dramatic ways since the 
1960s, and what we can do to reverse this downward spiral. In Part 1 he endeavors to lay out the overall 
narrative of change from the 1960s to the present, emphasizing how a novel social structure came 
to be developed around corporate America to form what he calls “corporate society.” Part 2 analyzes 
what the nature of this corporate society is, how it is a special type of “fabricated” structure, and why 
it came to dominate society generally, eventually including the government and university systems, 
which themselves became increasingly corporatized. The aim of Part 3 is to outline a path of reform 
that can, if all its parts can be integrated sufficiently to be effective, put us on the path to restarting the 
progressive movement.

Corporate Dreams

Public trust in corporations plummeted in the wake of the 2008 financial crisis, when “Lehman Brothers” 
and “General Motors” became dirty words for many Americans. In Corporate Dreams, James Hoopes 
argues that Americans still place too much faith in corporations and, especially, in the idea of “val-
ues-based leadership” favored by most CEOs. The danger of corporations, he suggests, lies not just in 
their economic power, but also in how their confused and undemocratic values are infecting Americans’ 
visions of good governance. Corporate Dreams proposes that Americans need to radically rethink their 
relationships with big business and the government. Rather than buying into the corporate notion of 
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“values-based leadership,” we should view corporate leaders with the same healthy suspicion that our 
democratic political tradition teaches us to view our political leaders. Unfortunately, the trend is moving 
the other way. Corporate notions of leadership are invading our democratic political culture when it 
should be the reverse. To diagnose the cause and find a cure for our toxic attachment to corporate 
models of leadership, Hoopes goes back to the root of the problem, offering a comprehensive history 
of corporate culture in America, from the Great Depression to today’s Great Recession. Combining 
a historian’s careful eye with an insider’s perspective on the business world, this provocative volume 
tracks changes in government economic policy, changes in public attitudes toward big business, and 
changes in how corporate executives view themselves. Whether examining the rise of Leadership 
Development programs or recounting JFK’s Pyrrhic victory over U.S. Steel, Hoopes tells a compelling 
story of how America lost its way, ceding authority to the policies and values of corporate culture. But 
he also shows us how it’s not too late to return to our democratic ideals—and that it’s not too late to 
restore the American dream.

Employers’ Economics versus Employees’ Economy

This book argues that economic activity in the public sphere now underwrites private corporations, 
and rejects rigid adherence to traditional economic theories that no longer apply. Adam Smith's widely 
used "merchant's model" assumes that most investment is private, when in fact research demonstrates 
that public investment in the workforce through education and training far outweighs the private 
sector, and does not account for the growing presence of consensual pricing, the diversification of 
modern businesses, or the increasing internal authoritarianism of globalizing companies. With de facto 
public support for these adaptations undermining the universally presumed economic model, private 
corporations are able to increase their profits while misrepresenting the investment of their own global 
labor forces. This book suggests an "economy of laws" solution that balances the needed degree of 
central investment planning with the continuation of our pluralist economy of largely autonomous firms, 
principally by extending the full rights of citizens into the workplace itself.

America Inc. - The Rise and Fall of a Civil Democracy

The book outlines the eradication of democratic freedoms and the emptiness that pervades postmodern 
existence, combining psychodynamic theories of human behaviour with the politics of consumption.

New Left Review

Political parties and elections are increasingly political theatre, with real power hidden behind a smoke-
screen of propaganda, carefully manipulated cultural and religious wars, and voting rituals. But there 
is another kind of hidden power in America: the grassroots social movements working for progressive 
change. If the Democratic Party can ally with these movements, America can be returned to its people. 
Derber sees American history as a succession of regimes, each spanning several administrations. 
Since the end of the Civil War, regimes of hidden power, in which corporate interests control both parties 
behind the scenes, have alternated with more open, inclusive and democratic regimes. Derber details 
how and why these hidden power systems finally collapsed and what determined the types of regimes 
that succeeded them. Hidden Power reveals how the current regime, possibly the most corporate in 
history, has maintained power by intensifying the red/blue culture wars, supporting religious extremists, 
exploiting terrorism fears, and manipulating the electoral process. Will this latest corporate regime be 
replaced by one that is more progressive? Or it could turn even further right and yield to something 
even worse, a uniquely American form of fascism? The best hope for positive change lies in an alliance 
between the Democratic Party and the grass roots progressive movements that, Derber shows, have 
always been the catalysts for change. Hidden Power concludes with an impassioned argument for why 
this would be in the Democrats' best interests, as well as the country's, and a detailed program for 
exactly how to go about it. Thoughtful, eloquent, and compelling, Hidden Power offers real hope for 
restoring genuine democracy to America.

Hidden Power

Why “wealth bias” is a holdover from a pre-democratic past—and how to restore a healthier balance 
of power: “Thought-provoking . . . well-documented and readable.” —Library Journal Wealth inequality, 
corporate welfare, and industrial pollution are symptoms—the fevers and chills of the economy. The 
underlying illness, says Business Ethics magazine founder Marjorie Kelly, is shareholder primacy: the 
corporate drive to make profits for shareholders no matter who pays the cost. In The Divine Right 



of Capital, Kelly argues that focusing on the interests of stockholders to the exclusion of everyone 
else’s interests is a form of discrimination based on property or wealth. She shows how this bias is 
held by our institutional structures, much as they once held biases against African Americans and 
women. The Divine Right of Capital exposes six aristocratic principles that corporations are built 
on, principles that we would never accept in our modern democratic society but which we accept 
unquestioningly in our economy. Wealth bias is a holdover from our pre-democratic past. It has 
enabled shareholders to become a kind of economic aristocracy. Kelly shows how to design more 
equitable alternatives—new property rights, new forms of corporate governance, new ways of looking 
at corporate performance—that build on both free-market and democratic principles. We think of 
shareholder primacy as the natural law of the free market, much as our forebears thought of monarchy 
as the most natural form of government. But in The Divine Right of Capital, Kelly brilliantly demonstrates 
that it is no more “natural” than any other human creation. People designed this system and people 
can change it. We need a change of mind as profound as that of the American Revolution—and this 
book provides practical guidance to help employees and communities change corporate governance 
and unfetter the genius of the free market.

The Divine Right of Capital

Named one of the best books of the year by The Sunday Times of London, and already a bestseller in 
England, Noreena Hertz's The Silent Takeover explains how corporations in the age of globalization are 
changing our lives, our society, and our future -- and are threatening the very basis of our democracy. 
Of the world's 100 largest economies, fifty-one are now corporations, only forty-nine are nation-states. 
The sales of General Motors and Ford are greater than the GDP (gross domestic product) of the whole 
of sub-Saharan Africa, and Wal-Mart now has a turnover higher than the revenues of most of the states 
of Eastern Europe. Yet few of us are fully aware of the growing dominance of big business: newspapers 
continue to place news of the actions of governments on the front page, with business news relegated 
to the inside pages. But do governments really have more influence over our lives than businesses? 
Do the parties for which we vote have any real freedom of choice in their actions? Already sparking 
intense debate in England and on the Continent, The Silent Takeover provides a new and startling 
take on the way we live now and who really governs us. The widely acclaimed young socio-economist 
Noreena Hertz brilliantly and passionately reveals how corporations across the world manipulate and 
pressure governments by means both legal and illegal; how protest, be it in the form of the protesters 
of Seattle and Genoa or the boycotting of genetically altered foods, is often becoming a more effective 
political weapon than the ballot-box; and how corporations in many parts of the world are taking over 
from the state responsibility for everything from providing technology for schools to healthcare for 
the community. While the activities of business, frequently under pressure from the media and the 
consuming public, can range from the beneficial to the pernicious, neither public protest nor corporate 
power is in any way democratic. What is the fate of democracy in the world of the silent takeover? The 
Silent Takeover asks us to recognize the growing contradictions of a world divided between haves and 
have-nots, of gated communities next to ghettos, of extreme poverty and unbelievable riches. In the 
face of these unacceptable extremes, Noreena Hertz outlines a new agenda to revitalize politics and 
renew democracy.

The Silent Takeover

Are you fed up with Washington politicizing our economy and bureaucrats more focused on aggrandiz-
ing their power than aiding commerce? For many of us, the rhetoric emanating from our government 
doesn't reflect reality. In The Courage to do Nothing, Bill Flax gives a voice to the angry taxpayer 
articulating our concerns and offering cogent advice to our political leaders. Socialism is inherently 
flawed, but instead of allowing the free market to function, our politicians employ socialism concealed as 
compassion. Our cultural elites in Washington, Academia, Media, and Hollywood have built a modern 
Tower of Babel based on progressive fantasies. Their idealistic pursuit of Utopia is funded by your 
tax dollars. Socialism is but one pillar in this faulty tower, but it is the pillar du jour and America's 
future if we don't restore the traditional Christian values and limited government our nation was built 
upon. At eighteen, Bill Flax enlisted in the Marine Corps to defend the Constitution against all enemies 
foreign and domestic. It's now clear the gravest threat to our liberty comes from Washington itself. 
In The Courage to do Nothing, Bill interweaves faith, economics and patriotism through fascinating 
perspectives on the economy and relevant historical examples offering solutions for today's issues. 
Read The Courage to do Nothing to learn economic truths ignored by the cultural elites determined to 
change America into a European-style socialist boondoggle. Bill Flax provides the economic answers 



America needs to restore prosperity and liberty before it's too late. This book is essential reading 
for anyone desiring to understand how Washington's policies created and now prolong our economic 
turmoil. Learn the truth and the keys to restoring America.

The Courage to Do Nothing

Squarely addressing the controverial issue of modern corporate power, this book explains how 
economic globalization has concentrated the power to govern in global corporations and financial 
markets, detaching them from the human interest. Korten presents a policy for restoring democracy 
and rooting power in people and communities. ""A must-read.""--Archibishop Desmond Tutu.

When Corporations Rule the World

The volume offers many interesting hints on which the reader may have cause to reflect. Tiziana 
Foresti, History of Economic Ideas With the restoration of laissez faire as the governing principle of 
contemporary economic ideology and policy making, Thorstein Veblen s insights are once again timely. 
This book revisits his legacy, featuring original essays by renowned Veblen scholars. The contributors 
review and comment upon the subjects that concerned Veblen such as: the legal system, finance 
and capital, the operation of markets, neoclassical economics, private property, cultural and economic 
change, the place of science, and higher education. They consider how his evolutionary theory of the 
economy and society can continue to inform our understanding of our modern world. As an astute and 
highly capable observer, Veblen shed light on our present system through a re-examination of a similar 
system. Students and scholars of economics will find this provocative book of great interest. It will also 
be a refreshing discussion for those frustrated by the gap between the rosy scenarios of conventional 
economics and the problems of inequality, conspicuous consumption, concentrated economic power 
and unresponsive government.

Thorstein Veblen and the Revival of Free Market Capitalism

From Steve Forbes, the iconic editor in chief of Forbes Media, and Elizabeth Ames coauthors of How 
Capitalism Will Save Us—comes a new way of thinking about the role of government and the morality of 
free markets. Americans today are at a turning point. Are we a coun­try founded on the values of freedom
 and limited gov­ernment, as envisioned by the founding fathers in the Declaration of Independence an
d the Constitution? Or do we want to become a European-style socialist democ­racy? What best serves t
he public good—freedom or Big Government? In Freedom Manifesto, Forbes and Ames offer a new twi
st on this historic debate. Today’s bloated and bureau­cratic government, they argue, is anything but a fo
rce for compassion. Instead of assuring fairness, it promotes favoritism. Instead of furthering opportuni
ty, it stifles economic growth. Instead of unleashing innovation and material abundance, its regulations 
and price controls create rigidity and scarcity. Not only are Big Govern­ment’s inefficient and ever-expan
ding bureaucracies ill-equipped to deliver on their promises—they are often guilty of the very greed, exc
ess, and corruption routinely ascribed to the private sector. The only way to a truly fair and moral soci
ety, the authors say, is through economic freedom—free people and free markets. Throughout history, 
open markets have helped the poor and everyone else by unleashing unprecedented creativity, genera
ting wealth, and raising living standards. Promoting trust, generosity, and de­mocracy, economic fr
eedom has been a more powerful force for individual rights, self-determination—and hu­manity—th
an any government bureaucracy. Freedom Manifesto captures the spirit of a new movement that is quest
ioning old ideas about the mo­rality of government and markets for the first time since the Great Depr
ession. Going beyond the familiar explanations and sound bites, the authors provide a fully developed fr
amework of “first principles” for a true understanding of the real moral and ethical distinctions between m
ore and less government. This timely and provocative book shows why free markets and liberty are t
he only way to a better future and a fair and humane 

Freedom Manifesto

"Americans are using new strategies and tools to renew democracy and curb unbalanced corporate 
power. STILL ESSENTIAL: The Citizens United decision continues to distort the electoral process 
and expand the power of corporations; UPDATED THROUGHOUT: This second edition details both 
the ruling's expanding damage to democracy and, in an all-new chapter, how citizens can lead the 
battle against it. The Supreme Court's Citizens United ruling that corporations are people eliminated 
campaign finance restrictions and dramatically increased corporate power, but attorney Jeff Clements 
shows how you can fight back. Clements explains the strange history of how the Supreme Court came 



to embrace a concept that flies in the face of not only all common sense but most of American legal 
history as well. He shows how unfettered corporate rights will impact public health, energy policy, the 
environment, and the justice system. In this new edition Clements details Citizens United's ongoing 
destructive effects-for example, Chevron was able to spend $1 .2 million to influence a single local 
election in a city of 100,000 people. But he also describes the growing movement to reverse the 
ruling-since the first edition 16 states, 160 members of Congress, and 500 cities and towns have called 
for a Constitutional amendment to overturn Citizens United. And in a new chapter, Do Something!, 
Clements shows how-state by state and community by community-Americans are using new strategies 
and tools to renew democracy and curb unbalanced corporate power. A plain-English guide to the 
disastrous practical consequences of the bizarre legal doctrine of corporate personhood enshrined 
most recently in the Supreme Courts Citizens United decision; Features a constitutional amendment 
designed to overturn Citizens United and restore the government to the people; Includes a tool kit 
to help citizens mount a grassroots campaign to pass the Peoples Rights amendment; The January 
2010 Supreme Court Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission decision marked a culminating 
victory for the legal doctrine of corporate personhood. Corporations, as legal persons, are now entitled 
to exercise their alleged free-speech rights in the form of campaign spending, effectively enabling 
corporate domination of the electoral process. Jeffrey Clements uncovers the roots, expansion, and 
far-reaching effects of the strange and destructive idea, which flies in the face of not only all common 
sense but, Clements shows, most of American legal history, from 1787 to the 1970s. He details its 
impact on the American political landscape, economy, job market, environment, and public healthand 
how it permeates our daily lives, from the quality of air we breathe to the types of jobs we can get to 
the politicians we elect. Most importantly, he offers a solution: a constitutional amendment to reverse 
Citizens United and tools readers can use to mount a grassroots drive to get it passed. Overturning 
Citizens United is not about a triumph of one political ideology over another, it's about restoring 
the democratic principles on which America was built. Republican president Theodore Roosevelt 
and conservative Supreme Court Chief Justice William Rehnquist both vocally opposed the idea of 
corporate personhood. Community by community, state by state, we can cross party and ideological 
lines to form a united front against unchecked corporate power in America and reinstate a government 
that is truly of, by, and for the people."--

Corporations Are Not People

This book provides an action plan for restoring 'true' democracy in which politicians only provide the 
services that people have voted for.

Modern Corporation and American Political Thought

"[We need] a grassroots, bottom-up movement that understands the challenge in front of us, and then 
organizes against monopoly power in communities across this country. This book is a blueprint for 
that organizing. In these pages, you will learn how monopolies and oligopolies have taken over almost 
every aspect of American life, and you will also learn about what can be done to stop that trend before 
it is too late." —From the foreword by Bernie Sanders. A passionate attack on the monopolies that 
are throttling American democracy. Every facet of American life is being overtaken by big platform 
monopolists like Facebook, Google, and Bayer (which has merged with the former agricultural giant 
Monsanto), resulting in a greater concentration of wealth and power than we've seen since the Gilded 
Age. They are evolving into political entities that often have more influence than the actual government, 
bending state and federal legislatures to their will and even creating arbitration courts that circumvent 
the US justice system. How can we recover our freedom from these giants? Anti-corruption scholar 
and activist Zephyr Teachout has the answer: Break 'Em Up. This book is a clarion call for liberals and 
leftists looking to find a common cause. Teachout makes a compelling case that monopolies are the 
root cause of many of the issues that today's progressives care about; they drive economic inequality, 
harm the planet, limit the political power of average citizens, and historically-disenfranchised groups 
bear the brunt of their shameful and irresponsible business practices. In order to build a better future, 
we must eradicate monopolies from the private sector and create new safeguards that prevent new 
ones from seizing power. Through her expert analysis of monopolies in several sectors and their impact 
on courts, journalism, inequality, and politics, Teachout offers a concrete path toward thwarting these 
enemies of working Americans and reclaiming our democracy before it’s too late.

Democracy and its Elected Enemies



Using a rich set of data from public opinion surveys conducted in the European post-communist states, 
this book explores popular attitudes on social, economic, and political justice focusing ultimately on 
OwhatOs fair?O

Break 'Em Up

Giant corporations wield excessive influence over our lives, often with frightening consequences: envi-
ronmental destruction, political corruption, increased polarization of wealth, and stagnating wages and 
benefits. The rampant epidemic of accounting fraud, tax avoidance, outsourcing and war profiteering 
in recent years has reconfirmed the widespread conviction that corporations are getting increasingly 
out of control, with potentially dangerous consequences for the communities where they operate, their 
own employees and even for their owners, the shareholders. The People’s Business tells us what 
we can do to fight back. Drutman and Cray show how corporations achieved their current privileged 
position and offer a comprehensive approach for reforming them so that they serve as engines of 
public prosperity, rather than as the tools of private plunder. They present recommendations from the 
prestigious members of the Citizen Works Commission on Corporate Reform—which includes such 
notable members as Ralph Nader, David Korten, Herman Daly, Medea Benjamin, and many others—to 
outline a clear-headed plan of action to: Get corporations out of politics Establish truly public-minded 
regulation of corporate behavior Combat unfair market domination by a handful of large corporations 
Crack down on corporate crime Challenge the corporate claim to constitutional rights Bolstered with 
relevant history and recent examples, The People’s Business details immediate measures for effectively 
reforming the corporation.

Marketing Democracy

'Understanding what is happening in our country is critical if we want to fix it and Robert Reich is 
an exceptional teacher.' - Senator Bernie Sanders Millions of Americans have lost confidence in their 
political and economic system. After years of stagnant wages, volatile job markets, and an unwillingness 
by those in power to deal with profound threats such as climate change, there is a mounting sense that 
the system is fixed, serving only those select few with enough money to secure a controlling stake. In 
The System Robert B. Reich shows how wealth and power have interacted to install an elite oligarchy, 
eviscerate the middle class, and undermine democracy. Addressing himself Jamie Dimon, the powerful 
banker and chairman and CEO of JPMorgan Chase, Reich exposes how those at the top, be they 
Democrats or Republicans, propagate myths about meritocracy, national competitiveness, corporate 
social responsibility, and the 'free market' to distract most Americans from their own accumulation of 
extraordinary wealth, and their power over the system. Instead of answering the call to civic duty, they 
have chosen to uphold self-serving policies that line their own pockets and benefit their bottom line. 
Reich's objective is not to foster cynicism, but rather to demystify the system so that American voters 
might instill fundamental change and demand that democracy works for the majority once again.

The People's Business

Since the beginning of social life human societies have faced the problem how to distribute the results 
of collaborative activities among the participants. The solutions they found ranged from egalitarian to 
unequal but caused more dissension and conflict than just about any other social structure in human 
history. Social inequality also dominated the agenda of the new field of sociology in the 19th century. The 
theories developed during that time still inform academic and public debates, and inequality continues 
to be the subject of much current controversy. Origins of Inequality begins with a critical assessment of 
classical explanations of inequality in the social sciences and the political and economic environment in 
which they arose. The book then offers a new theory of the evolution of distributive structures in human 
societies. It examines the interaction of chance, intent and unforeseen consequences in the emergence 
of social inequality, traces its irregular historical path in different societies, and analyses processes of 
social control which consolidated inequality even when it was costly or harmful for most participants. 
Because the evolution of distributive structures is an open process, the book also explores issues of 
distributive justice and options for greater equality in modern societies. Along with its focus on social 
inequality the book covers topics in cultural evolution, social and economic history and social theory. 
This book will appeal to scholars and advanced students of sociology, economics and anthropology – 
in particular sociological theory and social inequality.

The System: Who Rigged It, How We Fix It



This book serves as an introduction to the ongoing political debate about the relationship of capitalism 
and democracy. In recent years, the ideological battles between advocates of free markets and minimal 
government, on the one hand, and adherents of greater democratic equality and some form of the 
welfare state, on the other hand, have returned in full force. Anyone who wants to make sense of 
contemporary American politics and policy battles needs to have some understanding of the divergent 
beliefs and goals that animate this debate. In Capitalism and Democracy, Thomas A. Spragens, Jr., 
examines the opposing sides of the free market versus welfare state debate through the lenses of 
political economy, moral philosophy, and political theory. He asks: Do unchecked markets maximize 
prosperity, or do they at times produce wasteful and damaging outcomes? Are market distributions 
morally appropriate, or does fairness require some form of redistribution? Would a society of free 
markets and minimal government be the best kind of society possible, or would it have serious 
problems? After leading the reader through a series of thought experiments designed to compare and 
clarify the thought processes and beliefs held by supporters of each side, Spragens explains why there 
are no definitive answers to these questions. He concludes, however, that some answers are better 
than others, and he explains why his own judgement is that a vigorous free marketplace provides great 
benefits to a democratic society, both economically and politically, but that it also requires regulation 
and supplementation by collective action for a society to maximize prosperity, to mitigate some of the 
unfairness of the human condition, and to be faithful to important democratic purposes and ideals. 
This engaging and accessible book will interest students and scholars of political economy, democratic 
theory, and theories of social justice. It will also appeal to general readers who are seeking greater 
clarity and understanding of contemporary debates about government's role in the economy.

Origins of Inequality in Human Societies

An award-winning investigative reporter provides a clear, honest diagnosis of the country's chronic 
diseases—corporate rule, big media, and the religious right—in this damning analysis. Exposing the 
darker side of capitalism, this critique raises alarms about the security of democracy in today's society, 
including the rise of the corporate state, the insidious role of professional lobbyists, the emergence of 
religion and theocracy as a right-wing political tactic, the failure of the mass media, and the sinister 
presence of an Orwellian neo-fascism. Drawing on historic voices that include John Adams, Mahatma 
Gandhi, Thomas Jefferson, Robert F. Kennedy, James Madison, Thomas Paine, and Mark Twain, this 
treatise articulates a fresh vision for 21st-century America that deserves the attention of every patriot.

Capitalism and Democracy

For the better part of a century, the Left has been waging a slow, methodical battle for control of the 
institutions of Western civilization. During most of that time, “business”— and American Big Business, 
in particular — remained the last redoubt for those who believe in free people, free markets, and the 
criticality of private property. Over the past two decades, however, that has changed, and the Left has 
taken its long march to the last remaining non-Leftist institution. Over the course of the past two years or 
so, a small handful of politicians on the Right — Senators Tom Cotton, Marco Rubio, and Josh Hawley, to 
name three — have begun to sense that something is wrong with American business and have sought 
to identify the problem and offer solutions to rectify it. While the attention of high-profile politicians 
to the issue is welcome, to date the solutions they have proposed are inadequate, for a variety of 
reasons, including a failure to grasp the scope of the problem, failure to understand the mechanisms of 
corporate governance, and an overreliance on state-imposed, top-down solutions. This book provides a 
comprehensive overview of the problem and the players involved, both on the aggressive, hardcharging 
Left and in the nascent conservative resistance. It explains what the Left is doing and how and why the 
Right must be prepared and willing to fight back to save this critical aspect of American culture from 
becoming another, more economically powerful version of the “woke” college campus.

Fixing America

The essays in this volume explore several key issues facing democracies today. They discuss the 
dilemma of how to protect civil liberties and individual freedoms in the light of external threats and 
assess the policies adopted by governments in this area. The book also addresses the question of how 
free, exactly, free markets should be in an economy in order to secure social peace, before going on 
to highlight the rudiments of the model of social market economy, as applied in Germany. It examines 
the problem of the democratic and legitimacy deficits that beset European integration and suggests 
reforms for a more democratic European Union. Last but not least, by looking back in history, they 



provide evidence and propose policies for the revitalization of institutions in present-day democracies. 
The book is of considerable interest to researchers and students in economics and political science, 
as well as to readers who wish to gain insights into the thorny social issues involved.

The Dictatorship of Woke Capital

The elites still can't believe Donald Trump won or that Britain voted for Brexit. But what’s next for the 
populist revolution and for the people who believe in it? Fox News host and former government insider 
Steve Hilton shows how populism can be a positive force for improving lives, with revolutionary ideas 
to restore the economic security that working Americans once took for granted, and rebuild the ties 
of family, community and nation that have been ripped apart by decades of policies that favored big 
government, big business, and the powerful. Recounting his own journey from immigrant roots to the 
heart of power - and his deeply personal battles with the permanent bureaucracy once there - Hilton 
vividly describes the scale of change that's needed if the true promise of the populist revolution is to 
be delivered, including: • An unprecedented assault on centralized government and the administrative 
state to make sure “Drain The Swamp” is not just a slogan • A completely fresh approach to jobs, 
schools and skills so every working American can live on what they earn • Practical steps to reverse 
the disaster of family breakdown so that every child can be raised in a stable, loving home • Ideas 
to revitalize our communities by giving citizens real control Whether by challenging the excess power 
of corporations in our economy or the corrupt influence of donors and lobbyists in our government, 
the ideas in this book echo the intent of America’s founders by taking power from the ruling class and 
putting it in the hands of the people. For too long, populism has been defined by those who despise it. 
By focusing on what populism is for, and not just what it’s against, Hilton provides a coherent philosophy 
and practical blueprint for how the movement can have an impact beyond one election cycle, and in 
people's everyday lives. That’s Positive Populism.

Democracy and an Open-Economy World Order

Revolutionary ideas on how to use markets to achieve fairness and prosperity for all Many blame today's 
economic inequality, stagnation, and political instability on the free market. The solution is to rein in 
the market, right? Radical Markets turns this thinking on its head. With a new foreword by Ethereum 
creator Vitalik Buterin and virtual reality pioneer Jaron Lanier as well as a new afterword by Eric Posner 
and Glen Weyl, this provocative book reveals bold new ways to organize markets for the good of 
everyone. It shows how the emancipatory force of genuinely open, free, and competitive markets can 
reawaken the dormant nineteenth-century spirit of liberal reform and lead to greater equality, prosperity, 
and cooperation. Only by radically expanding the scope of markets can we reduce inequality, restore 
robust economic growth, and resolve political conflicts. But to do that, we must replace our most sacred 
institutions with truly free and open competition—Radical Markets shows how.

Positive Populism

In a powerful new book, Boggs traces the historical evolution of American politics by focusing on 
the gradual triumph of corporate and military power over democratic institutions and practices. The 
consequences of expanding United States global presence since World War II - involving an integrated 
and interwoven system of power based in the permanent war economy, national security-state, 
and corporate interests - has meant erosion of democratic politics, strengthening of the imperial 
presidency, increased corporate and military influence over elections and legislation, weakening of 
popular governance, and diminution of citizenship. The events of 9/11 and their aftermath, including 
the War on Terror, two lengthy wars and foreign occupations, new threats of war, and massive increases 
in Pentagon spending, have only deepened the trend toward ever-more concentrated forms of power 
in a society that ostensibly embraces democratic values. Such developments, Boggs argues, have 
deep origins in American history going back to the founding documents, ideological precepts of the 
Constitution, early oligarchic rule, slavery, the Indian wars, and westward colonial expansion.



Radical Markets

'This is a book that needed to be written and Stephen Wilks has the academic understanding and 
breadth of practical experience to accomplish the task with authority and conviction. This is an important 
book, not only because it helps to fill a gap in a still under developed literature on the political role of 
the modern corporation, but because it raises important and disturbing questions about contemporary 
democracy.' - Wyn Grant, University of Warwick, UK

Phantom Democracy

Providing an insightful diagnosis of what went wrong and prescriptions for a cure, this book is a 
must-read for angry and confused middle-class Americans who want to understand the forces that are 
undermining their prosperity and economic security. The Middle Class Fights Back: How Progressive 
Movements Can Restore Democracy in America presents an unapologetic and coherent analysis of 
American state capitalism. Is there a way to stop politicians, corporate CEOs, and predatory investors 
from plunging the entire world further into a new economic dark age? According to author, teacher, 
and political scientist Brian D'Agostino, PhD, the answer is "yes." His book identifies the policies 
undermining middle class prosperity, demolishes their protective ideologies, and offers a visionary 
but pragmatic agenda of policy and institutional reforms that will encourage and fuel progressive 
movements of the 21st century. Part I of the book exposes the national security and neoliberal policies 
that are deindustrializing America and undermining the middle class, as well as the ideologies that 
deceive and confuse ordinary people about what is occurring. Part II provides a manifesto of policy 
strategies and institutional reforms that can restore American democracy and prosperity, enabling the 
United States to once again lead the world by example as it once did in the 18th-century struggle for 
political democracy.

The Political Power of the Business Corporation

Now a Netflix Original Documentary America was once celebrated for and defined by its large and 
prosperous middle class. Now, this middle class is shrinking, a new oligarchy is rising, and the country 
faces its greatest wealth disparity in eighty years. Why is the economic system that made America 
strong suddenly failing us, and how can it be fixed? Leading political economist and bestselling author 
Robert B. Reich presents a paradigm-shifting, clear-eyed examination of a political and economic status 
quo that no longer serves the people, exposing one of the most pernicious obstructions to progress 
today: the enduring myth of the “free market” when, behind the curtain, it is the powerful alliances 
between Washington and Wall Street that control the invisible hand. Laying to rest the specious 
dichotomy between a free market and “big government,” Reich shows that the truly critical choice 
ahead is between a market organized for broad-based prosperity and one designed to deliver ever 
more gains to the top. Visionary and acute, Saving Capitalism illuminates the path toward restoring 
America’s fundamental promise of opportunity and advancement.

The Middle Class Fights Back

At no other moment in history have the values of business and the corporation been more nakedly and 
arrogantly in the ascendant. Combining popular intellectual history with a survey of recent business 
culture, Thomas Frank traces an idea he calls 'market populism' - the notion that markets are, in some 
transcendent way, identifiable with democracy and the will of the people. The idea that any criticism of 
things as they are is -litist can be seen in management literature, where downsizing and ceaseless, 
chaotic change are celebrated as victories for democracy; in advertising, where an endless array of 
brands seek to position themselves as symbols of authenticity and rebellion; on Wall street, where the 
stock market is identified as the domain of the small investor and common man; and in the right-wing 
politics of the 1990s and the popular theories of Tom Peters, Charles Handy and Thomas Friedman. 
One Market Under God is Frank's counterattack against the onslaught of market propaganda. Mounted 
with the weapons of common sense it is lucid and tinged with anger, betrayal and a certain hope for 
the future.



Saving Capitalism

Most people believe that large corporations wield enormous political power when they lobby for policies 
as a cohesive bloc. With this work, the author sets conventional wisdom on its head. He states that 
business loses in legislative battles unless it has public backing.

One Market Under God

The United States has just gone through the worst economic crisis in a generation. Why wasn’t there 
more protest, as there was in other countries? During the United States’ last great era of free-market 
policies, before World War II, economic crises were always accompanied by unrest. "The history of 
capitalism," the economist Joseph Schumpeter warned in 1942, "is studded with violent bursts and 
catastrophes." In The End of Protest, Alasdair Roberts explains how, in the modern age, governments 
learned to unleash market forces while also avoiding protest about the market’s failures. Roberts 
argues that in the last three decades, the two countries that led the free-market revolution—the United 
States and Britain—have invented new strategies for dealing with unrest over free market policies. The 
organizing capacity of unions has been undermined so that it is harder to mobilize discontent. The 
mobilizing potential of new information technologies has also been checked. Police forces are bigger 
and better equipped than ever before. And technocrats in central banks have been given unprecedented 
power to avoid full-scale economic calamities. Tracing the histories of economic unrest in the United 
States and Great Britain from the nineteenth century to the present, The End of Protest shows that 
governments have always been preoccupied with the task of controlling dissent over free market 
policies. But today’s methods pose a new threat to democratic values. For the moment, advocates of 
free-market capitalism have found ways of controlling discontent, but the continued effectiveness of 
these strategies is by no means certain.

American Business and Political Power

Why our workplaces are authoritarian private governments—and why we can’t see it One in four 
American workers says their workplace is a “dictatorship.” Yet that number almost certainly would be 
higher if we recognized employers for what they are—private governments with sweeping authoritarian 
power over our lives. Many employers minutely regulate workers’ speech, clothing, and manners on 
the job, and employers often extend their authority to the off-duty lives of workers, who can be fired for 
their political speech, recreational activities, diet, and almost anything else employers care to govern. 
In this compelling book, Elizabeth Anderson examines why, despite all this, we continue to talk as if 
free markets make workers free, and she proposes a better way to think about the workplace, opening 
up space for discovering how workers can enjoy real freedom.

The End of Protest

The shift from managerial capitalism to investor capitalism, dominated by the finance industry and 
finance capital accumulation, is jointly caused by a variety of institutional, legal, political, and ideological 
changes, beginning with the 1970s’ downturn of the global economy. This book traces how the 
incorporation of businesses within the realm of the state leads to both certain benefits, characteristic 
of competitive capitalism, and to the emergence of new corporate governance problems emerges. 
Contrasting economic, legal, and managerial views of corporate governance practices in contemporary 
capitalism, the author examines how corporate governance has been understood and advocated 
differently during the New Deal era, the post-World War II economic boom, and the after 1980 in the 
era of free market advocacy.

Private Government

As of the latest national elections, it costs approximately $1 billion to become president, $10 million 
to become a Senator, and $1 million to become a Member of the House. High-priced campaigns, 
an elite class of donors and spenders, superPACs, and increasing corporate political power have 
become the new normal in American politics. In Capitalism v. Democracy, Timothy Kuhner explains 
how these conditions have corrupted American democracy, turning it into a system of rule that 
favors the wealthy and marginalizes ordinary citizens. Kuhner maintains that these conditions have 
corrupted capitalism as well, routing economic competition through political channels and allowing 
politically powerful companies to evade market forces. The Supreme Court has brought about both 
forms of corruption by striking down campaign finance reforms that limited the role of money in 



politics. Exposing the extreme economic worldview that pollutes constitutional interpretation, Kuhner 
shows how the Court became the architect of American plutocracy. Capitalism v. Democracy offers 
the key to understanding why corporations are now citizens, money is political speech, limits on 
corporate spending are a form of censorship, democracy is a free market, and political equality and 
democratic integrity are unconstitutional constraints on money in politics. Supreme Court opinions have 
dictated these conditions in the name of the Constitution, as though the Constitution itself required the 
privatization of democracy. Kuhner explores the reasons behind these opinions, reveals that they form 
a blueprint for free market democracy, and demonstrates that this design corrupts both politics and 
markets. He argues that nothing short of a constitutional amendment can set the necessary boundaries 
between capitalism and democracy.

Corporate Governance, The Firm and Investor Capitalism

An essential guide to U.S. politics, from the founding to today With 150 accessible articles written by 
more than 130 leading experts, this essential reference provides authoritative introductions to some 
of the most important and talked-about topics in American history and politics, from the founding to 
today. Abridged from the acclaimed Princeton Encyclopedia of American Political History, this is the 
only single-volume encyclopedia that provides comprehensive coverage of both the traditional topics 
of U.S. political history and the broader forces that shape American politics--including economics, 
religion, social movements, race, class, and gender. Fully indexed and cross-referenced, each entry 
provides crucial context, expert analysis, informed perspectives, and suggestions for further reading. 
Contributors include Dean Baker, Lewis Gould, Alex Keyssar, James Kloppenberg, Patricia Nelson 
Limerick, Lisa McGirr, Jack Rakove, Nick Salvatore, Stephen Skowronek, Jeremi Suri, Julian Zelizer, 
and many more. Entries cover: Key political periods, from the founding to today Political institutions, 
major parties, and founding documents The broader forces that shape U.S. politics, from economics, 
religion, and social movements to race, class, and gender Ideas, philosophies, and movements The 
political history and influence of geographic regions

Capitalism v. Democracy

The End of Arrogance makes a strong case for the end of the hegemony of American ideas in the 
foreign-policy sphere, examines what a more complex and diverse set of influences could create in 
terms of a future world order, and offers some important advice on how America can keep up in a 
more competitive world.

The Concise Princeton Encyclopedia of American Political History

Since 1980, America has been run by a corporate regime that has co-opted both political parties 
and shifted sovereignty from "we the people" to trans-national corporations. The result has been job 
insecurity for millions of workers, debts as far as the eye can see, and a dangerous quest for global 
domination. Democracy itself has been undermined and the Constitution weakened. This regime must 
be overturned! And, as Charles Derber demonstrates in his provocative new book, it can be. After 
all, Derber points out, there have been other corporate regimes in American history, although this 
latest version is by far the most extreme. Still, the corporate regimes of the Gilded Age and Roaring 
Twenties were overturned. To create regime change again, it will require bold, creative strategies, 
uniting progressives and conservatives in a new politics, which Derber outlines in detail. Regime 
Change Begins at Home exposes the many lies the corporate regime has used to maintain itself 
throughout its history, from the Cold War to the Iraq war, with a particular emphasis on how the Bush 
administration has cynically sought to, as Condelezza Rice once put it, "capitalize on the opportunities" 
presented by 9/11. Derber reveals how the Bush administration has used the so-called "war on terror" 
to frighten and distract the public. But regime change is possible. In Part III, Derber lays out the vision of 
a new regime, describing the social movements now fighting to achieve it, and the major new political 
realignment-one spanning the traditional conservative-liberal divide-that can make it happen. Derber 
does not minimize the difficulty of the task ahead, but he offers hope and specific, sophisticated, often 
surprising advice for defeating the regime and returning America to its citizens.

The End of Arrogance

America faces a new culture war. It is not a war about guns, abortions, or gays -- rather it is a war 
against the creeping changes to our entrepreneurial culture, the true bedrock of who we are as a 
people. The new culture war is a battle between free enterprise and social democracy. Many Americans 



have forgotten the evils of socialism and the predations of the American Great Society's welfare state 
programs. But, as American Enterprise Institute's president Arthur C. Brooks reveals in The Battle, the 
forces for social democracy have returned with a vengeance, expanding the power of the state to a 
breathtaking degree. The Battle offers a plan of action for the defense of free enterprise; it is at once 
a call to arms and a crucial redefinition of the political and moral gulf that divides Right and Left in 
America today. The battle is on, and nothing less than the soul of America is at stake.

Regime Change Begins at Home

The Battle

https://mint.outcastdroids.ai | Page 12 of 12


