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Before bubble gum made its mark, a treasure trove of pre-World War I baseball cards captivated fans 
and collectors alike. Delve into the fascinating early history of baseball card collecting, exploring the 
vintage gems and iconic figures from an era that predates modern collecting, offering a glimpse into 
the hobby's foundational years.
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Before There Was Bubble Gum: Our Favorite Pre-World War I Baseball Cards

Before There Was Bubble Gum: Our Favorite Pre-World War I Cards, chronicles thehistory of baseball 
cards from the latter part of the 19th century, up until WWI. Prior tothe popularity of "bubble gum cards\

The Bubble Gum Card War

Walt Dierks illuminates the everyday lives and adventures of young kids coming of age in Brooklyn 
during World War II. The main goal of most of them: get out of the house. The street was where the 
action was. It could be a stickball game featuring a pink Spaldeen and a broomstick or hooking a ride 
on a passing trolley car. There were other diversions, some perfectly legal, some bordering or stepping 
over into forbidden territory. The war years offered an environment of added responsibility alo

Before There Was Bubble Gum

When award-winning journalist Dave Jamieson rediscovered his childhood baseball card collection he 
figured that now was the time to cash in on his “investments.” But when he tried the card shops, they 
were nearly all gone, closed forever. eBay was no help, either. Baseball cards were selling for next to 
nothing. What had happened? In Mint Condition, the first comprehensive history of this American icon, 
Jamieson finds the answers and much more. In the years after the Civil War, tobacco companies started 
slipping baseball cards into cigarette packs as collector’s items, launching a massive advertising war. 
Before long, the cards were wagging the cigarettes. In the 1930s, baseball cards helped gum and 
candy makers survive the Great Depression, and kept children in touch with the game. After World War 
II, Topps Chewing Gum Inc. built itself into an American icon, hooking a generation of baby boomers 
on bubble gum and baseball cards. In the 1960s, royalties from cards helped to transform the players’ 
union into one of the country’s most powerful, dramatically altering the business of the game. And in 
the '80s and '90s, cards went through a spectacular bubble, becoming a billion-dollar-a-year industry 
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before all but disappearing. Brimming with colorful characters, this is a rollicking, century-spanning, 
and extremely entertaining history.

Fragments, World War II

More than any other sport, baseball has developed its own niche in America’s culture and psyche. 
Some researchers spend years on detailed statistical analyses of minute parts of the game, while 
others wax poetic about its players and plays. Many trace the beginnings of the civil rights movement 
in part to the Major Leagues’ decision to integrate, and the words and phrases of the game (for 
example, pinch-hitter and out in left field) have become common in our everyday language. From 
AARON, HENRY onward, this book covers all of what might be called the cultural aspects of baseball 
(as opposed to the number-rich statistical information so widely available elsewhere). Biographical 
sketches of all Hall of Fame players, owners, executives and umpires, as well as many of the 
sportswriters and broadcasters who have won the Spink and Frick awards, join entries for teams, 
owners, commissioners and league presidents. Advertising, agents, drafts, illegal substances, minor 
leagues, oldest players, perfect games, retired uniform numbers, superstitions, tripleheaders, and 
youngest players are among the thousands of entries herein. Most entries open with a topical quote 
and conclude with a brief bibliography of sources for further research. The whole work is exhaustively 
indexed and includes 119 photographs.

Mint Condition

The playing and post-playing careers of all 1,560 players who appeared in a major league box score 
between 1950 and 1959—the “golden age,” many say—are profiled in this exhaustive work. From 
Aaron to Zuverink: this treasure-trove of anecdotes, many gathered from personal interviews, is full 
of historical facts, controversy, and trivia. Readers will be reminded, that Milwaukee Braves pitcher 
Humberto Robinson was asked by a gambler to fix a game against the Phillies (he refused), Joe Adcock 
chased Giants pitcher Ruben Gomez around the field with a bat, Bob Turley reached the top of the 
corporate ladder after his playing days, Casey Wise became an orthodontist, Bobby Brown became a 
heart surgeon and president of the AL, and that Chuck Conners became an actor. All of this and much 
more can be found here.

The Cultural Encyclopedia of Baseball, 2d ed.

Baseball & Bubble Gum: The 1952 Topps Collection details the most iconic postwar baseball set in 
hobby history. With the end of World War II, the advent of television, and an explosion of love for our 
National Pastime, the players making up this historic collection became bigger than life. Mantle, Berra, 
Robinson, and Spahn are just a few of the stars who helped Americans forget the ravages of war 
and who opened the door to Major League Baseball's desegregation that was closed for so many 
years.Each player narrative in this book gives you a glimpse of what life was like for these athletes 
during and after World War II. Many of these men fought overseas, and some of them were even Purple 
Heart recipients. Organized in chapters by the Hall of Famers, the Commons, and the Uncommons, 
it's interesting to see that the love of baseball was the common thread between players like Hall of 
Famer Duke Snider; an uncommon player like Bobby Shantz, who, although is not in Cooperstown, 
had a wonderful career; and a typical common player like Jim Busby, who played day in and day out 
without any fanfare.The last chapter of the book discusses the great appeal of the 1952 Topps set; how 
the collection was developed; the nuances of particular cards, along with the scarcity, popularity, and in 
some cases, the card value. This set became the template for card collecting, and it is still going strong 
after 68 years. Kids and adults have been trading and collecting their favorite players for years.Today, 
collecting has become a big business, but when all is said and done, we are all still kids who love those 
little cardboard pieces of art. This book is a fun read for baseball lovers, card collectors, and baseball 
historians. Grab yourself some bubble gum, sit back, and enjoy the journey into the decade of "The 
Whiz Kids," "Dem Bums," and "The Bronx Bombers."

Baseball Players of the 1950s

Reflections on collecting baseball cards in childhood accompany remarks on the skills and achieve-
ments of players whose pictures were found in bubble gum packages

Baseball and Bubble Gum



This is the largest and most authoritative baseball card price guide ever publsihed for modern issues 
of baseball cards. More than 75,000 cards and over 225,000 values are listed, giving any user current 
market prices for their baseball cards.

The Great American Baseball Card Flipping, Trading, and Bubble Gum Book

Put a premium on your premium insert sports cards with this new release designed to give you updated 
prices. In three grades, for virtually every premium insert set issued from 1960 to date. More than 600 
sets and 10,000 cards are included from the major card manufacturers. You will find values for more 
than 100 football sets and 2,000 cards, more than 100 basketball sets and 2,000 cards, more than 150 
hockey sets and 2,250 cards and more than 250 baseball sets and 3,750 cards. Also, find information 
on the print runs, plus hundreds of photographs and a glossary of hobby terms.

Baseball Memories, 1930-1939

Annotation This multi-volume work is the first major reference to bring together histories of companies 
that are a leading influence in a particular industry or geographic location.

Baseball Card Price Guide

The only price guide devoted to the cards that actually have value--or soon will. Of the hundreds of 
thousands of baseball cards produced, only a fraction will be worth more than their original issue value. 
This book is a must for any enthusiast, whether a beginning collector or a hard-core hobbyist.

SCD Baseball Card Price Guide

Wilker marks the stages of his life through the baseball cards he collected as a child. He captures the 
experience of growing up obsessed with baseball cards and explores what it means to be a fan of the 
game.

SCD Baseball Card Price Guide

More than 1,300 identifying photos and 10,000 values make this resource of current popular areas of 
collecting a must-have for every garage sale, antique store, or auction browser.

Premium Insert Sports Cards

How trading cards captured the popular culture—from war to sports, science to celebrities—with tips on 
how to start and develop your own collection. The collection of picture cards has fascinated generations 
of children and adults since the late nineteenth century. Between 1900 and 1940, cartophily, as the 
hobby became known, became widespread as hundreds of millions of attractive cards were issued, 
usually with packets of cigarettes. These cards give us a unique insight into the cultural history of the 
period. Although the production of cigarette and other trade cards has declined in recent decades, 
millions of people worldwide now collect trading cards and stickers issued by the likes of Topps and 
Panini. This attractive and extensively illustrated guide to collecting cigarette and other trade cards 
gives the reader a lively history of the hobby, and offers the collector some valuable advice on how to 
begin and maintain a collection. The wide variation of themes of card issues is explored, with many 
of the stories behind the cards revealed. It will appeal to novice and established card collectors, and 
those with an interest in twentieth century social and cultural history.

Standard Catalog of Baseball Cards

An antiques price guide for more than 50,000 items, with detailed descriptions.

International Directory of Company Histories

Collectors of miniature paintings, lace, Lefton china, Tucker china and yard-long prints will find their 
favorite pieces listed in "Warman's Antiques and Collectibles Price Guide". This 31st edition has 
added these categories to the numerous old favorites. Hundreds of photographs, factory marks, and 
illustrations aid in identifying antiques and collectibles.

Baseball Card Price Guide



Popular Science gives our readers the information and tools to improve their technology and their 
world. The core belief that Popular Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and 
science and technology are the driving forces that will help make it better.

The Complete Price Guide to Baseball Cards Worth Collecting

A beautifully illustrated pocket history of American candy in its heyday. Whether classics like Hershey's, 
Mars and M&Ms or trend-setters like PEZ and Atomic Fireballs, candy has a special place in the 
hearts and memories of most Americans, who to this day consume more than 600 billion pounds of 
it each year. In this colorful illustrated guide, Darlene Lacey looks at candy in America from a variety 
of angles, examining everything from chocolate to fruity sweets and from the simply packaged basics 
to gaudy product tie-ins. She examines the classic brands of the late twentieth century and what they 
mean, guiding us on a mouth-watering, sugar-fueled trip down a memory lane filled with signposts like 
Bazooka, Clark, Necco and Tootsie Roll.

Federal Trade Commission Decisions

An illustrated guide to collectibles, including collecting hints, histories, references, clubs and museums.

Cardboard Gods

A lively and personal book that returns the city to political thought Cities shape the lives and outlooks of 
billions of people, yet they have been overshadowed in contemporary political thought by nation-states, 
identity groups, and concepts like justice and freedom. The Spirit of Cities revives the classical idea that 
a city expresses its own distinctive ethos or values. In the ancient world, Athens was synonymous with 
democracy and Sparta represented military discipline. In this original and engaging book, Daniel Bell 
and Avner de-Shalit explore how this classical idea can be applied to today's cities, and they explain why 
philosophy and the social sciences need to rediscover the spirit of cities. Bell and de-Shalit look at nine 
modern cities and the prevailing ethos that distinguishes each one. The cities are Jerusalem (religion), 
Montreal (language), Singapore (nation building), Hong Kong (materialism), Beijing (political power), 
Oxford (learning), Berlin (tolerance and intolerance), Paris (romance), and New York (ambition). Bell 
and de-Shalit draw upon the richly varied histories of each city, as well as novels, poems, biographies, 
tourist guides, architectural landmarks, and the authors' own personal reflections and insights. They 
show how the ethos of each city is expressed in political, cultural, and economic life, and also how pride 
in a city's ethos can oppose the homogenizing tendencies of globalization and curb the excesses of 
nationalism. The Spirit of Cities is unreservedly impressionistic. Combining strolling and storytelling with 
cutting-edge theory, the book encourages debate and opens up new avenues of inquiry in philosophy 
and the social sciences. It is a must-read for lovers of cities everywhere. In a new preface, Bell and 
de-Shalit further develop their idea of "civicism," the pride city dwellers feel for their city and its ethos 
over that of others.

The Entertainment and Sports Lawyer

In the 1970s, after a decade of stagnant fan interest that seemed to signal the demise of Major League 
Baseball, the game saw growth and change. In 1972, the players became the first in professional sports 
to go on strike. Four years later, contractual changes allowed those with six years in the majors to 
become free agents, leading to an unprecedented increase in salaries. Developments in the play of the 
game included new ballparks with faster fields and artificial turf, and the introduction of the designated 
hitter in 1973. Eminent personalities emerged from the dugout, including many African Americans and 
Latinos. Focusing on the stars who debuted from 1970 through 1979, this book covers the highs and 
lows of more than 1,300 players who gave fans the most exciting decade baseball has ever seen.

Princeton Alumni Weekly

Think minimalism means a perfectly curated, always tidy home? Think again. Drowning in tides of 
toys, overflowing closets, and a crazy schedule, Rachelle Crawford assumed you had to be naturally 
organized to keep a tidy living space. Then she found minimalism: the messy, real-life kind, that is 
less about perfection and more about purpose. Thus began a journey toward decluttering her home, 
calendar, and soul. With empathy, grace, and humor, Crawford--who curates the popular Abundant 
Life with Less site--shares doable ways to own less and live more fully. Laying out practical strategies 
for reducing waste, curbing consumption, decluttering, and finding lots more joy, Crawford offers 



no-nonsense solutions for the rest of us. Learn to become a more conscious consumer, create a 
capsule wardrobe, inspire family members to join you, free up more time for the things that matter, 
and create a tidy(ish) home. The messy minimalist way is a no-judgment zone, one in which we learn 
sustainable habits and grace-based practices. It's about living lightly on the earth and making room for 
purpose. Becoming a messy minimalist is not about turning into someone else; it's about clearing away 
clutter and expectations to unearth who you really are. It's about carrying fewer things so that we find 
ourselves holding onto what truly matters.

Esquire

SABR 50 at 50 celebrates and highlights the Society for American Baseball Research’s wide-ranging 
contributions to baseball history. Established in 1971 in Cooperstown, New York, SABR has sought 
to foster and disseminate the research of baseball—with groundbreaking work from statisticians, 
historians, and independent researchers—and has published dozens of articles with far-reaching and 
long-lasting impact on the game. Among its current membership are many Major and Minor League 
Baseball officials, broadcasters, and writers as well as numerous former players. The diversity of 
SABR members’ interests is reflected in this fiftieth-anniversary volume—from baseball and the arts 
to statistical analysis to the Deadball Era to women in baseball. SABR 50 at 50 includes the most 
important and influential research published by members across a multitude of topics, including the 
sabermetric work of Dick Cramer, Pete Palmer, and Bill James, along with Jerry Malloy on the Negro 
Leagues, Keith Olbermann on why the shortstop position is number 6, John Thorn and Jules Tygiel on 
the untold story behind Jackie Robinson’s signing with the Dodgers, and Gai Berlage on the Colorado 
Silver Bullets women’s team in the 1990s. To provide history and context, each notable research article 
is accompanied by a short introduction. As SABR celebrates fifty years this collection gathers the 
organization’s most notable research and baseball history for the serious baseball reader.

Chemical Business

The triumphant story of baseball and America after World War II. In 1945 Major League Baseball had 
become a ghost of itself. Parks were half empty, the balls were made with fake rubber, and mediocre 
replacements roamed the fields, as hundreds of players, including the game's biggest stars, were 
serving abroad, devoted to unconditional Allied victory in World War II. But by the spring of 1946, the 
country was ready to heal. The war was finally over, and as America's fathers and brothers were coming 
home, so too were the sport's greats. Ted Williams, Stan Musial, and Joe DiMaggio returned with bats 
blazing, making the season a true classic that ended in a thrilling seven-game World Series between 
the Boston Red Sox and the St. Louis Cardinals. America also witnessed the beginning of a new era 
in baseball: it was a year of attendance records, the first year Yankee Stadium held night games, the 
last year the Green Monster wasn't green, and, most significant, Jackie Robinson's first year playing in 
the Brooklyn Dodgers' system. The Victory Season brings to vivid life these years of baseball and war, 
including the littleknown "World Series" that servicemen played in a captured Hitler Youth stadium in 
the fall of 1945. Robert Weintraub's extensive research and vibrant storytelling enliven the legendary 
season that embodies what we now think of as the game's golden era.

Today's Hottest Collectibles

They fondly remember the times when they buzzed over the homes of their Florida "families" to let 
them know to expect them for Sunday dinner. More than fifty years later, their stories still resonate with 
universal emotions: fear of failure, love of country, camaraderie, romantic love, and the pain of tragic 
deaths. Their stories also remind the American reader of a unique time in our history, when, poised on 
the brink of war, the United States reached out to help a country in distress."--BOOK JACKET.

Cardboard Images of the Past

A History of Cigarette and Trade Cards
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