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The New Silk Roads

From the Sunday Times and internationally bestselling author of The Silk Roads: everything you need 
to know about the present and future of the world'Masterly mapping out of a new world order' Evening 
Standard'Frankopan is a brilliant guide to terra incognita' The Times The New Silk Roads - Peter 
Frankopan's follow-up to the 'Book of the Decade', The Silk Roads - takes a fresh look at the network of 
relationships being formed along the length and breadth of the Silk Roads today.The world is changing 
dramatically and in an age of Brexit and Trump, the themes of isolation and fragmentation permeating 
the western world stand in sharp contrast to events along the Silk Roads, where ties have been 
strengthened and mutual cooperation established.Following the Silk Roads eastwards from Europe 
through to China, by way of Russia and the Middle East, The New Silk Roads provides a timely reminder 
that we live in a world that is profoundly interconnected. In this prescient contemporary history, Peter 
Frankopan assesses the global reverberations of these continual shifts in the centre of power - all 
too often absent from headlines in the west. This important - and ultimately hopeful - book asks us 
to reread who we are and where we are in the world, illuminating the themes on which all our lives 
and livelihoods depend.The Silk Roads, a major reassessment of world history, has sold over 1 million 
copies worldwide.

The Silk Roads

The sun is setting on the Western world. Slowly but surely, the direction in which the world spins has 
reversed- where for the last five centuries the globe turned westwards on its axis, it now turns to the 
east. For centuries, fame and fortune were to be found in the west - in the New World of the Americas. 
Today, it is the east which calls out to those in search of riches and adventure. Sweeping right across 
Central Asia and deep into China and India, a region that once took centre stage is again rising to 
dominate global politics, commerce and culture. A major reassessment of world history, The Silk Roads 
is a dazzling exploration of the forces that have driven the rise and fall of empires, determined the flow 
of ideas and goods and are now heralding a new dawn in international affairs.
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Greening China’s New Silk Roads

This timely book offers a critical account of key governance challenges of the Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI). Illustrating China’s efforts to expand its idea of a sustainable eco-civilization, thereby ‘greening’ 
the BRI, it explores the disputes that have emerged from this process and subsequent complications 
resulting from geopolitical competition.

The New Silk Roads

From the Sunday Times and internationally bestselling author of The Silk Roads: everything you need 
to know about the present and future of the world 'Masterly mapping out of a new world order' Evening 
Standard 'Frankopan is a brilliant guide to terra incognita' The Times The New Silk Roads – Peter 
Frankopan's follow-up to the 'Book of the Decade', The Silk Roads – takes a fresh look at the network of 
relationships being formed along the length and breadth of the Silk Roads today. The world is changing 
dramatically and in an age of Brexit and Trump, the themes of isolation and fragmentation permeating 
the western world stand in sharp contrast to events along the Silk Roads, where ties have been 
strengthened and mutual cooperation established. Following the Silk Roads eastwards from Europe 
through to China, by way of Russia and the Middle East, The New Silk Roads provides a timely reminder 
that we live in a world that is profoundly interconnected. In this prescient contemporary history, Peter 
Frankopan assesses the global reverberations of these continual shifts in the centre of power – all too 
often absent from headlines in the west. This important – and ultimately hopeful – book asks us to 
reread who we are and where we are in the world, illuminating the themes on which all our lives and 
livelihoods depend. The Silk Roads, a major reassessment of world history, has sold over 1 million 
copies worldwide.

The Silk Roads

The sun is setting on the Western world. Slowly but surely, the direction in which the world spins has 
reversed- where for the last five centuries the globe turned westwards on its axis, it now turns to the 
east. For centuries, fame and fortune were to be found in the west - in the New World of the Americas. 
Today, it is the east which calls out to those in search of riches and adventure. Sweeping right across 
Central Asia and deep into China and India, a region that once took centre stage is again rising to 
dominate global politics, commerce and culture. A major reassessment of world history, The Silk Roads 
is a dazzling exploration of the forces that have driven the rise and fall of empires, determined the flow 
of ideas and goods and are now heralding a new dawn in international affairs.

The First Crusade

According to tradition, the First Crusade began at the instigation of Pope Urban II and culminated in 
July 1099, when thousands of western European knights liberated Jerusalem from the rising menace 
of Islam. But what if the First Crusade's real catalyst lay far to the east of Rome? In this groundbreaking 
book, countering nearly a millennium of scholarship, Peter Frankopan reveals the untold history of the 
First Crusade. Nearly all historians of the First Crusade focus on the papacy and its willing warriors in 
the West, along with innumerable popular tales of bravery, tragedy, and resilience. In sharp contrast, 
Frankopan examines events from the East, in particular from Constantinople, seat of the Christian 
Byzantine Empire. The result is revelatory. The true instigator of the First Crusade, we see, was the 
Emperor Alexios I Komnenos, who in 1095, with his realm under siege from the Turks and on the point 
of collapse, begged the pope for military support. Basing his account on long-ignored eastern sources, 
Frankopan also gives a provocative and highly original explanation of the world-changing events that 
followed the First Crusade. The Vatican's victory cemented papal power, while Constantinople, the 
heart of the still-vital Byzantine Empire, never recovered. As a result, both Alexios and Byzantium were 
consigned to the margins of history. From Frankopan's revolutionary work, we gain a more faithful 
understanding of the way the taking of Jerusalem set the stage for western Europe's dominance up to 
the present day and shaped the modern world.

The New Silk Roads

From the bestselling author of The Silk Roads comes an updated, timely, and visionary book about the 
dramatic and profound changes our world is undergoing right now—as seen from the perspective of the 
rising powers of the East. "All roads used to lead to Rome. Today they lead to Beijing." So argues Peter 
Frankopan in this revelatory new book. In the age of Brexit and Trump, the West is buffeted by the tides 



of isolationism and fragmentation. Yet to the East, this is a moment of optimism as a new network of 
relationships takes shape along the ancient trade routes. In The New Silk Roads, Peter Frankopan takes 
us on an eye-opening journey through the region, from China's breathtaking infrastructure investments 
to the flood of trade deals among Central Asian republics to the growing rapprochement between Turkey 
and Russia. This important book asks us to put aside our preconceptions and see the world from a 
new—and ultimately hopeful—perspective.

China and the New Silk Road

This book studies the Chinese “Belt and Road Initiative” (BRI), also called "New Silk Road\

The Silk Road in World History

The ancient trade routes that made up the Silk Road were some of the great conduits of cultural 
and material exchange in world history. In this intriguing book, Xinru Liu reveals both why and how 
this long-distance trade in luxury goods emerged in the late third century BCE, following its story 
through to the Mongol conquest. Liu starts with China's desperate need for what the Chinese called 
"the heavenly horses" of Central Asia, and describes how the traders who brought these horses also 
brought other exotic products, some all the way from the Mediterranean. Likewise, the Roman Empire, 
as a result of its imperial ambition as well as the desire of its citizens for Chinese silk, responded 
with easterly explorations for trade. The book shows how the middle men, the Kushan Empire, spread 
Buddhism to China. Missionaries and pilgrims facilitated cave temples along the mountainous routes 
and monasteries in various oases and urban centers, forming the backbone of the Silk Road. The 
author also explains how Islamic and Mongol conquerors in turn controlled the various routes until the 
rise of sea travel diminished their importance.

China's Asian Dream

"China\

The Digital Silk Road

Its vast infrastructure projects now extend from the ocean floor to outer space, and from Africa's 
megacities into rural America. China is wiring the world, and, in doing so, rewriting the global order. As 
things stand, the rest of the world still has a choice. But the battle for tomorrow will require America and 
its allies to take daring risks in uncertain political terrain. Unchecked, China will reshape global flows 
of data to reflect its interests. It will develop an unrivalled understanding of market movements, the 
deliberations of foreign competitors, and the lives of countless individuals enmeshed in its systems. 
Networks create large winners, and this is one contest that democracies can't afford to lose. Taking 
readers on a global tour of these emerging battlefields, Jonathan Hillman reveals what China's digital 
footprint looks like on the ground, and explores the dangers of a world in which all routers lead to 
Beijing.

Shadow Exchanges along the New Silk Roads

Long before China promulgated the official One Belt One Road initiatives, vast networks of cross-border 
exchanges have already existed across Asia and Eurasia. The dynamics of such trade and resource 
flow have largely been outside state control, and are pushed to the realm of the shadow economy. The 
official initiative is a state-driven attempt to enhance the orderly flow of resources across countries 
along the Belt-Road, hence extending the reach of the states to the shadow economies. This volume 
offers a bottom-up view of the trans-border informal exchanges across Asia and Eurasia, and analyses 
its clash and mesh with the state-orchestrated Belt-Road cooperation. By undertaking a comparative 
study of country cases along the new silk roads, the book underlines the intended and unintended 
consequences of such competing routes of connectivity on the socio-economic conditions of local 
communities.

The New Silk Roads

The phrase "silk road" evokes vivid scenes of merchants leading camel caravans across vast stretches 
to trade exotic goods in glittering Oriental bazaars, of pilgrims braving bandits and frozen mountain 
passes to spread their faith across Asia. Looking at the reality behind these images, this Very Short 
Introduction illuminates the historical background against which the silk road flourished, shedding light 



on the importance of old-world cultural exchange to Eurasian and world history. On the one hand, 
historian James A. Millward treats the silk road broadly, to stand in for the cross-cultural communication 
between peoples across the Eurasian continent since at least the Neolithic era. On the other, he 
highlights specific examples of goods and ideas exchanged between the Mediterranean, Persia, India, 
and China, along with the significance of these exchanges. While including silks, spices, and travelers' 
tales of colorful locales, the book explains the dynamics of Central Eurasian history that promoted Silk 
Road interactions--especially the role of nomad empires--highlighting the importance of the biological, 
technological, artistic, intellectual, and religious interchanges across the continent. Millward shows that 
these exchanges had a profound effect on the old world that was akin to, if not on the scale of, modern 
globalization. He also disputes the idea that the silk road declined after the collapse of the Mongol 
empire or the opening of direct sea routes from Europe to Asia, showing how silk road phenomena 
continued through the early modern and modern expansion of the Russian and Chinese states across 
Central Asia. Millward concludes that the idea of the silk road has remained powerful, not only as a 
popular name for boutiques and restaurants, but also in modern politics and diplomacy, such as U.S. 
Secretary of State Hilary Clinton's "Silk Road Initiative" for India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.

The New Silk Roads

Small-scale traders play a crucial role in forging Asian connectivity, forming networks and informal 
institutions separate from those driven by nation-states, such as China's Belt and Road Initiative. 
This ambitious study provides a unique insight into the lives of the mobile traders from Afghanistan 
who traverse Eurasia. Reflecting on over a decade of intensive ethnographic fieldwork, Magnus 
Marsden introduces readers to a dynamic yet historically durable universe of commercial and cultural 
connections. Through an exploration of the traders' networks, cultural and religious identities, as well as 
the nodes in which they operate, Marsden emphasises their ability to navigate Eurasia's geopolitical 
tensions and to forge transregional routes that channel significant flows of people, resources, and 
ideas. Beyond the Silk Roads will interest those seeking to understand contemporary iterations of the 
Silk Road within the context of geopolitics in the region. This title is also available as Open Access.

The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction

The Silk Road was the most traveled trade route for over 1,000 years until it was eclipsed by maritime 
trade. Whitfield presents composite stories of merchants, soldiers, artists, and princesses who traveled 
the route, and presents its history through their personal experiences.

Beyond the Silk Roads

A look at the cultural, or intercultural, exchange that took place in the Silk Roads and the role this has 
played in the shaping of cultures and civilizations.

Life Along the Silk Road

The first complete history of Central Eurasia from ancient times to the present day, Empires of the 
Silk Road represents a fundamental rethinking of the origins, history, and significance of this major 
world region. Christopher Beckwith describes the rise and fall of the great Central Eurasian empires, 
including those of the Scythians, Attila the Hun, the Turks and Tibetans, and Genghis Khan and the 
Mongols. In addition, he explains why the heartland of Central Eurasia led the world economically, 
scientifically, and artistically for many centuries despite invasions by Persians, Greeks, Arabs, Chinese, 
and others. In retelling the story of the Old World from the perspective of Central Eurasia, Beckwith 
provides a new understanding of the internal and external dynamics of the Central Eurasian states 
and shows how their people repeatedly revolutionized Eurasian civilization. Beckwith recounts the 
Indo-Europeans' migration out of Central Eurasia, their mixture with local peoples, and the resulting 
development of the Graeco-Roman, Persian, Indian, and Chinese civilizations; he details the basis for 
the thriving economy of premodern Central Eurasia, the economy's disintegration following the region's 
partition by the Chinese and Russians in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and the damaging 
of Central Eurasian culture by Modernism; and he discusses the significance for world history of the 
partial reemergence of Central Eurasian nations after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Empires of the 
Silk Road places Central Eurasia within a world historical framework and demonstrates why the region 
is central to understanding the history of civilization.

The Silk Roads



INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER • Far more than a history of the Silk Roads, this book is truly a 
revelatory new history of the world, promising to destabilize notions of where we come from and where 
we are headed next. "A rare book that makes you question your assumptions about the world.” —The 
Wall Street Journal From the Middle East and its political instability to China and its economic rise, the 
vast region stretching eastward from the Balkans across the steppe and South Asia has been thrust 
into the global spotlight in recent years. Frankopan teaches us that to understand what is at stake for the 
cities and nations built on these intricate trade routes, we must first understand their astounding pasts. 
Frankopan realigns our understanding of the world, pointing us eastward. It was on the Silk Roads that 
East and West first encountered each other through trade and conquest, leading to the spread of ideas, 
cultures and religions. From the rise and fall of empires to the spread of Buddhism and the advent of 
Christianity and Islam, right up to the great wars of the twentieth century—this book shows how the 
fate of the West has always been inextricably linked to the East. Also available: The New Silk Roads, a 
timely exploration of the dramatic and profound changes our world is undergoing right now—as seen 
from the perspective of the rising powers of the East.

Empires of the Silk Road

The Silk Road is as iconic in world history as the Colossus of Rhodes or the Suez Canal. But what 
was it, exactly? It conjures up a hazy image of a caravan of camels laden with silk on a dusty desert 
track, reaching from China to Rome. The reality was different--and far more interesting--as revealed 
in this new history. In The Silk Road, Valerie Hansen describes the remarkable archeological finds 
that revolutionize our understanding of these trade routes. For centuries, key records remained hid-
den--sometimes deliberately buried by bureaucrats for safe keeping. But the sands of the Taklamakan 
Desert have revealed fascinating material, sometimes preserved by illiterate locals who recycled official 
documents to make insoles for shoes or garments for the dead. Hansen explores seven oases along the 
road, from Xi'an to Samarkand, where merchants, envoys, pilgrims, and travelers mixed in cosmopolitan 
communities, tolerant of religions from Buddhism to Zoroastrianism. There was no single, continuous 
road, but a chain of markets that traded between east and west. China and the Roman Empire had very 
little direct trade. China's main partners were the peoples of modern-day Iran, whose tombs in China 
reveal much about their Zoroastrian beliefs. Silk was not the most important good on the road; paper, 
invented in China before Julius Caesar was born, had a bigger impact in Europe, while metals, spices, 
and glass were just as important as silk. Perhaps most significant of all was the road's transmission of 
ideas, technologies, and artistic motifs. The Silk Road is a fascinating story of archeological discovery, 
cultural transmission, and the intricate chains across Central Asia and China.

The Silk Roads

Launched in 2013, China's Belt and Road Initiative is forging connections in infrastructure, trade, 
energy, finance, tourism, and culture across Eurasia and Africa. This extraordinarily ambitious strategy 
places China at the center of a geography of overland and maritime connectivity stretching across 
more than sixty countries and incorporating almost two-thirds of the world’s population. But what does 
it mean to revive the Silk Roads for the twenty-first century? Geocultural Power explores this question 
by considering how China is couching its strategy for building trade, foreign relations, and energy and 
political security in an evocative topography of history. Until now Belt and Road has been discussed 
as a geopolitical and geoeconomic project. This book introduces geocultural power to the analysis 
of international affairs. Tim Winter highlights how many countries—including Iran, Sri Lanka, Kenya, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Pakistan, and others—are revisiting their histories to find points of diplomatic and 
cultural connection. Through the revived Silk Roads, China becomes the new author of Eurasian history 
and the architect of the bridge between East and West. In a diplomatic dance of forgetting, episodes of 
violence, invasion, and bloodshed are left behind for a language of history and heritage that crosses 
borders in ways that further the trade ambitions of an increasingly networked China-driven economy.



The Silk Road

What is China’s high-speed rail diplomacy? What is China’s infrastructure diplomacy? How do they 
relate to each other and to the country’s Belt and Road Initiative? Can China finance the numerous 
projects around the world under the initiative? This book assesses the important implications of 
China’s new diplomacy for the global political economy. It argues that a new developmental path called 
‘geo-developmentalism’ is in the making: China plays a leading role in promoting growth and building 
connections across Eurasia and beyond.

Geocultural Power

"Evocative and enigmatic, the Silk Road occupies a unique place in contemporary culture and interna-
tional affairs. Across the world, it has captured the imagination as a story of camel caravans crossing 
desert and mountain, of precious goods moving between East and West, and of ideas, religions 
and technologies migrating across land and sea. As China seeks to "revive" the Silk Roads for the 
twenty-first century, this compelling, yet poorly understood, narrative of history now serves as a platform 
for building trade, diplomatic, infrastructure and geopolitical connections. "The Silk Road: Connecting 
Histories and Futures" is the first book to critically investigate the merits and problems of this fabled 
geocultural narrative of history, and map out the role it plays in international affairs. Four thematic 
sections trace its rise to global fame as a domain of scholarship and foreign policy, a celebration of 
peace and internationalism, and how it created dreams of exploration and grand adventure. China's 
Health Silk Road and civilizational politics are among the themes discussed that open up the Silk Roads 
as a space for critical enquiry"--

Understanding China’s New Diplomacy

As world powers realign their cultural, economic and political outlooks, there is no better time to consider 
how Afro-Eurasia's complex network of ancient trade routes - which spanned the vastness of the 
steppe, vertiginous mountain ranges, fertile river plains and forbidding deserts across the continents 
and on to the seas beyond - fostered economic activity and cultural, political and technological 
communication. From silk to slaves, fashion to music, religion to science the movement of interaction 
of goods, people and ideas was crucial to the flourishing of peoples and their cultures across this 
vast region. Edited by Susan Whitfield, an established authority on the subject, with contributions from 
over 80 leading scholars from across the globe, Silk Roads situates the ancient routes against the 
landscapes that defined them, to reveal the raw materials that they produced, the means of travel that 
were employed to traverse them and the communities that were shaped by them. Organized by terrain, 
from steppe to desert to ocean, each section includes detailed maps, a historical overview, thematic 
essays and features showcasing art, buildings and archaeological discoveries. A wealth of photographs 
reveals the breathtaking and often forbidding landscapes encountered by travellers and traders through 
the millennia. With one section inscribed as a World Heritage Corridor by UNESCO in 2014 and others 
to follow, and China claiming the Silk Roads as the precursor of its Belt Road Initiative, this network of 
ancient trade routes and the interaction along them has never been of greater interest or importance 
than today. This beautiful publication honours the astonishing diversity in the way cultures advance and 
flourish not in spite of their differences, but because of them.

The Silk Road

A HEART-RENDING TALE OF TWO GIRLS GROWING UP IN WAR-TORN BAGHDAD Baghdad, 1991. 
The Gulf War is raging. Two girls, hiding in an air raid shelter, tell stories to keep the fear and the 
darkness at bay, and a deep friendship is born. But as the bombs continue to fall and friends begin to 
flee the country, the girls must face the fact that their lives will never be the same again. This poignant 
debut novel reveals just what it's like to grow up in a city that is slowly disappearing in front of your 
eyes, and how in the toughest times, children can build up the greatest resilience.

Silk Roads

A prominent authority on China’s Belt and Road Initiative reveals the global risks lurking within Beijing’s 
project of the century China’s Belt and Road Initiative is the world’s most ambitious and misunderstood 
geoeconomic vision. To carry out President Xi Jinping’s flagship foreign-policy effort, China promises 
to spend over one trillion dollars for new ports, railways, fiber-optic cables, power plants, and other 
connections. The plan touches more than one hundred and thirty countries and has expanded into 



the Arctic, cyberspace, and even outer space. Beijing says that it is promoting global development, but 
Washington warns that it is charting a path to global dominance. Taking readers on a journey to China’s 
projects in Asia, Europe, and Africa, Jonathan E. Hillman reveals how this grand vision is unfolding. As 
China pushes beyond its borders and deep into dangerous territory, it is repeating the mistakes of the 
great powers that came before it, Hillman argues. If China succeeds, it will remake the world and place 
itself at the center of everything. But Xi may be overreaching: all roads do not yet lead to Beijing.

The Baghdad Clock

A journey along the greatest land route on earth, from the master of travel writing Colin Thubron On 
buses, donkey carts, trains, jeeps and camels, Colin Thubron traces the drifts of the first great trade 
route out of the heart of China into the mountains of Central Asia, across northern Afghanistan and 
the plains of Iran into Kurdish Turkey. Covering over 7000 miles in eight months Thubron recounts 
extraordinary adventures - a near-miss with a drunk-driver, incarceration in a Chinese cell during the 
SARS epidemic, undergoing root canal treatment without anaesthetic in Iran - in inimitable prose. 
Shadow of the Silk Road is about Asia today; a magnificent account of an ancient world in modern 
ferment. 'It is hard to think of a better travel book written this century' Times 'Thubron is the pre-eminent 
travel writer of his generation' Sunday Telegraph

The Emperor's New Road

"Per the UK publisher William Collins's promotional copy: "There is a quarter of this planet which is 
often forgotten in the histories that are told in the West. This quarter is an oceanic one, pulsating with 
winds and waves, tides and coastlines, islands and beaches. The Indian and Pacific Oceans constitute 
that forgotten quarter, brought together here for the first time in a sustained work of history." More 
specifically, Sivasundaram's aim in this book is to revisit the Age of Revolutions and Empire from the 
perspective of the Global South. Waves Across the South ranges from the Arabian Sea across the 
Indian Ocean to the Bay of Bengal, and onward to the South Pacific and Australia's Tasman Sea. 
As the Western empires (Dutch, French, but especially British) reached across these vast regions, 
echoes of the European revolutions rippled through them and encountered a host of indigenous 
political developments. Sivasundaram also opens the door to new and necessary conversations about 
environmental history in addition to the consequences of historical violence, the extraction of resources, 
and the indigenous futures that Western imperialism cut short"--

Shadow of the Silk Road

This gorgeously illustrated oversized book brings the history and cultures of the Silk Road alive -- from 
its beginnings to the present day -- covering more than 5000 years.

Waves Across the South

India’s caravan trade with central Asia was at the heart of the complex web of routes making up 
the Silk Roads. But what was the fate of these overland connections in the ages of sail and steam? 
Jagjeet Lally sets out to answer this question by bringing the world of caravan trade to life—a world of 
merchants, mercenaries, pastoralists and pilgrims, but also of kings, bureaucrats and their subjects in 
the countryside and towns. The livelihoods of these figures did not become obsolete with the advent 
of ‘modern’ technologies and the consequent emergence of new global networks. Terrestrial routes 
remained critically important, not only handling flows of goods and money, but also fostering networks 
of trade in credit, secret intelligence and fighting power. With the waning of the Mughal Empire during 
the eighteenth century, new Indian kingdoms and their rulers came to the fore, drawing their power 
and prosperity from resources brought by caravan trade. The encroachment of British and Russian 
imperialism into this commercial arena in the nineteenth century gave new significance to some people 
and flows, while steadily undermining others. India and the Silk Roads is a global history of a continental 
interior, the first to comprehensively examine the textual and material traces of caravan trade in the 
‘age of empires’. By showing how no single ruler could control the nebulous yet durable networks of this 
trading world, which had its own internal dynamics even as it evolved in step with global transformations, 
Lally forces us to rethink the history of globalisation and re-evaluate our fixation with empires and states 
as the building blocks of historical analysis. It is a narrative resonating with our own times, as China’s 
Belt and Road Initiative brings terrestrial forms of connectivity back to the fore—transforming life across 
Eurasia once again.



The Silk Road

“For curious children ages 7–15, Prisoners of Geography has lots to fascinate.”—The Wall Street 
Journal The secret world history written in the mountains, rivers, and seas that shape every country’s 
politics, economy, and international relations—and our own lives—is revealed in this illustrated young 
readers edition of Prisoners of Geography, the million-copy international bestseller. History is a 
story—and it’s impossible to tell the whole tale without understanding the setting. In this eye-opening 
illustrated edition of the international bestseller Prisoners of Geography, you’ll learn to spot connections 
between geography and world affairs in ways you never noticed before. How did the US’s rivers help it 
become a superpower? Why are harsh, cold and swampy Siberia and the Russian Far East two of that 
country’s most prized regions? How come Japan prefers to trade along the coasts instead of across its 
land? What do the Himalayas have to do with war? With colorful maps that capture every continent and 
region, plus hundreds of illustrations that illuminate how our surroundings shape us, this one-of-a-kind 
atlas will inspire curious minds of all ages!

India and the Silk Roads

Turkestan – the great landmass of Central Asia and Western China – is an intriguing meeting point of 
civilizations. Four major invasions – Greek, Arab, Mongol and Russian – together with Persian, Turkic 
and Chinese cultural influences, have made their mark on this vast and sometime forbidding region. The 
Great Silk Road ran to the West through it, while nomad and urban peoples combined over the centuries 
to produce a cultural flowering under Timur and his successors in the late medieval and early modern 
periods, through a rich profusion of artistic and architectural styles and ornament. In this comprehensive 
account of the culture and history of Central Asia, Edgar Knobloch describes the main centres of our 
human civilization. He spices the text with quotations from the works of contemporary travellers, while 
providing an expert's commentary on the archaeological, architectural and decorative features of the 
sites he describes. The stunning and evocative photographs are supplemented by numerous maps, 
incorporating the recent developments in the region's borders and frontiers. With up-to-date information 
on borders, check points and visas, Treasures of the Great Silk Road should appeal not only to scholars 
and those interested in the great cultural heritage of this region, but also to travellers to the region.

Prisoners of Geography

Take an intrepid journey through the history of the Silk Roads with this brilliant reference book. 
Traversing snowy mountain passes, vast, forbidding deserts and stormy seas, these ancient trade 
routes were about much more than the movement of goods, they paved the way for an unprecedented 
period of cultural exchange, diplomacy and conflict creating a legacy that continues to affect global 
geopolitics in the 21st century. Forged over millennia through a desire for enterprise, the Silk Roads 
have had an profound influence on Eurasia and beyond, connecting cultures, languages, customs and 
religions. And with China now working to reopen this ancient trade network, the time is right to shine a 
new light on its history and impact. This edition has been updated with an expanded chapter on China's 
efforts to reopen this ancient trade network through the Belt and Road Initiative and the many impacts 
it has had along the way, from its ambitious infrastructure projects to new cities emerging along its 
route to the growth of a digital silk road, Geordie Torr examines the profound impacts of the revival of 
the world's greatest trading route. With helpful timelines and useful information boxes, The Silk Roads 
gives you everything you need to master the history of this world-changing region.

Treasures of the Great Silk Road

DIVDIVFrom China to Facebookistan, the Internet has transformed global commerce. A cyber-law 
expert argues that we must free Internet trade while simultaneously protecting consumers./div/div

The Silk Roads

A compilation of selected review essays from Erickson's DVD Savant internet column.

The Electronic Silk Road

In 2013 China's Belt and Road initiative reawakened public attention to the issue of trade and transport. 
At the same time it stoked fears about China's true intentions. It was easy for critics to conjure images 
of a tide of Chinese steel and cement spilling over the Eurasian continent. But what if China were not 
alone in funding new infrastructure and in facilitating trade, nor the first? Richard T. Griffiths explores 



the construction of new trading networks along the route of the ancient Silk Road between Europe 
and China. His book answers the question: who has been building the new Silk Road? This important 
book contributes to a more informed and better grounded distinction between what is ?real? and 
what is ?dream? in the Chinese BRI rhetoric, and provides us with an excellent platform to a deeper 
understanding of current and future Silk Road narratives.?Claes G. Alvstam, Professor Emeritus 
Economic Geography, University of Gothenburg.

Dvd Savant

From Roman times until the Age of Exploration, the Silk Road carried goods and ideas across 
Central Asia between two major centers of civilization, the Mediterranean Sea and China. In The Silk 
Road: Explore the World’s Most Famous Trade Route, readers ages 9–12 will learn about the history, 
geography, culture, and people of the Silk Road region. Marco Polo was just one of many who set out 
on the Silk Road in search of wealth, power, or knowledge. These adventurers braved vast deserts, 
towering mountain peaks, warring tribes, and marauding bandits. Silk garments, wool rugs, and fine 
glass were the prizes for those who survived the trip. Activities using everyday materials bring the 
Silk Road to life. Young readers will see how ideas in math, science, religion, and art were spread by 
travelers along with the treasures they found. The Silk Road takes readers on an exciting, interactive 
adventure to a faraway place and celebrates its important role in human history and development. .

China's New Silk Roads

A New Silk Road
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