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Dive into in-depth studies in comparative early modern history, exploring diverse societies, cultures, 
and global interactions from the 15th to 18th centuries. This field uses historical research to identify 
unique trajectories and shared patterns, offering crucial insights into the development of the modern 
world and fostering a deeper understanding of 16th and 17th-century transformations.

Our goal is to support lifelong learning and continuous innovation through open research.
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We are committed to offering authentic materials only.
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This way, you can use it confidently for your purposes.

We hope this document will be of great benefit to you.
We look forward to your next visit to our website.
Wishing you continued success.

This document is one of the most sought-after resources in digital libraries across the 
internet.
You are fortunate to have found it here.
We provide you with the full version of Comparative Early Modern History completely 
free of charge.

Studies in Comparative Early Modern History

This volume examines encounters between Europeans and the other peoples of the world during the 
early modern era.

Implicit Understandings

Recent historical scholarship has shown the way towards a geographically capacious conception 
of the early modern world. Featuring essays by nine leading scholars of early modern Asia and 
Europe, Comparative Early Modernities casts aside the legacies of European exceptionalism to reveal 
the interconnected multiplicity of the early modern world and of the variety of unexpected pathways 
linking these histories to the evolving modernities of the 21st century. In their fresh and provocative 
examinations of topics in literature, philosophy, art history, and political economy, the authors transform 
our understanding of global early modernity and reassess the theoretical and methodological premises 
of comparative historical studies.
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Special Notice to Mariners

How did state power impinge on the religion of the ordinary person? This perennial issue has been 
sharpened as historians uncover the process of 'confessionalization' or 'acculturation', by which officials 
of state and church collaborated in ambitious programs of Protestant or Catholic reform, intended to 
change the religious consciousness and the behaviour of ordinary men and women. In the belief that 
specialists in one area of the globe can learn from the questions posed by colleagues working in the 
same period in other regions, this volume sets the topic in a wider framework. Thirteen essays, grouped 
in themes affording parallel views of England and Europe, Tsarist Russia, and Ming China, show a 
spectrum of possibilities for what early modern governments tried to achieve by regulating religious 
life, and for how religious communities evolved in new directions, either in keeping with or in spite of 
official injunctions.

The Rise of Merchant Empires

This is a major new textbook, designed for students in all disciplines seeking an introduction to the very 
latest research on all aspects of women's lives in Europe from 1500 to 1750, and on the development 
of the notions of masculinity and femininity. The coverage is geographically broad, ranging from Spain 
to Scandinavia, and from Russia to Ireland, and the topics investigated include the female life-cycle, 
literacy, women's economic role, sexuality, artistic creations, female piety - and witchcraft - and the 
relationship between gender and power. To aid students each chapter contains extensive notes on 
further reading (but few footnotes), and the approach throughout is designed to render the subject 
in as accessible and stimulating manner as possible. Women and Gender in Early Modern Europe 
is suitable for usage on numerous courses in women's history, early modern European history, and 
comparative history.

Comparative Early Modernities

This book focuses on why Europe became the dominant economic force in global trade between 1450 
and 1750.

Religion and the Early Modern State

This collective volume examines the prevalence and variability of early modern discourses on Europe; 
it considers both Latin and vernacular texts from various fields of study in order to shed new light on 
how the concept of Europe evolved in its early days.

Women and Gender in Early Modern Europe

Imagining Culture, first published in 1996, discusses literature as a whole rather than a partisan 
interest in those who are in or out of favour, and how that literature relates to other arts as well as 
to philosophical, historical, and cultural contexts. This title will be of interest to students of literature 
and cultural studies.

The Political Economy of Merchant Empires

What is Early Modern History? offers a concise guide to investigations of the era from the fifteenth 
to eighteenth centuries and an entry-point to larger questions about how we divide and organize 
the past and how the discipline of history has evolved. Merry Wiesner-Hanks showcases the new 
research and innovative methods that have altered our understanding of this fascinating period. She 
examines various subfields and approaches in early modern history, and the marks of modernity that 
scholars have highlighted in these, from individualism to the Little Ice Age. Moving beyond Europe, 
she surveys the growth of the Atlantic World and global history, exploring key topics such as the 
Columbian Exchange, the slave trade, cultural interactions and blending, and the environment. She 
also considers popular and public representations of the early modern period, which are often how 
students – and others – first become curious. Elegantly written and passionately argued, What is Early 
Modern History? provides an essential invitation to the field for both students and scholars.

Contesting Europe

The future of English linguistics as envisaged by the editors of Topics in English Linguistics lies in 
empirical studies, which integrate work in English linguistics into general and theoretical linguistics on 



the one hand, and comparative linguistics on the other. The TiEL series features volumes that present 
interesting new data and analyses, and above all fresh approaches that contribute to the overall aim 
of the series, which is to further outstanding research in English linguistics. For further publications in 
English linguistics see also our Dialects of English book series. To discuss your book idea or submit a 
proposal, please contact Natalie Fecher.

Imagining Culture (Routledge Revivals)

Understanding Early Modern Primary Sources is an introduction to the rich treasury of source material 
available to students of early modern history. During this period, political development, economic and 
social change, rising literacy levels, and the success of the printing press, ensured that the State, the 
Church and the people generated texts and objects on an unprecedented scale. This book introduces 
students to the sources that survived to become indispensable primary material studied by historians. 
After a wide-ranging introductory essay, part I of the book, ‘Sources’, takes the reader through seven 
key categories of primary material, including governmental, ecclesiastical and legal records, diaries 
and literary works, print, and visual and material sources. Each chapter addresses how different types 
of material were produced, whilst also pointing readers towards the most important and accessible 
physical and digital source collections. Part II, ‘Histories’, takes a thematic approach. Each chapter 
in this section explores the sources that are used to address major early modern themes, including 
political and popular cultures, the economy, science, religion, gender, warfare, and global exploration. 
This collection of essays by leading historians in their respective fields showcases how practitioners 
research the early modern period, and is an invaluable resource for any student embarking on their 
studies of the early modern period.

The Political Economy of Merchant Empires

This essay collection aims to bring together new comparative research studies on the place of the Bible 
in early modern Europe. It focuses on lay readings of the Bible, showing their central contribution to 
modernity, and interrogates established historical paradigms.

What is Early Modern History?

This study contains twenty-two essays by leading historians on the Tokugawa Period (1600-1868), eight 
of which have never before been published. The Tokugawa Period has long been seen as one of Eastern 
feudalism, awaiting the breakthrough that came with the Meiji enlightenment and the opening of Japan 
to the West. The general thrust of these papers is to show that in many institutional aspects Japan 
was far from backward before the Meiji Period, and that many of the preconditions of modernization 
were present and developing much earlier than has generally been believed. This collection will be 
particularly valuable to students and scholars of comparative and Japanese modernization. Originally 
published in 1968. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again 
make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University 
Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them 
in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly 
increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton 
University Press since its founding in 1905.

Studies in Early Modern English

In its various European contexts, the invention and spread of newspapers in the seventeenth century 
had a profound effect on early modern culture and politics. While recent research has explored the role 
of the newspaper in transforming information into ideology in various European countries, this book is 
the first to bring this work together into a comprehensive and comparative survey.

Understanding Early Modern Primary Sources

Over the past three decades scholars have transformed the study of women and gender in early modern 
Europe. This Ashgate Research Companion presents an authoritative review of the current research on 
women and gender in early modern Europe from a multi-disciplinary perspective. The authors examine 
women’s lives, ideologies of gender, and the differences between ideology and reality through the 
recent research across many disciplines, including history, literary studies, art history, musicology, 
history of science and medicine, and religious studies. The book is intended as a resource for scholars 



and students of Europe in the early modern period, for those who are just beginning to explore these 
issues and this time period, as well as for scholars learning about aspects of the field in which they are 
not yet an expert. The companion offers not only a comprehensive examination of the current research 
on women in early modern Europe, but will act as a spark for new research in the field.

Lay Readings of the Bible in Early Modern Europe

This groundbreaking book examines the complex relationships between individuals and communities 
in the profound transitions of the early modern period. Taking a global and comparative approach 
to historical issues, the distinguished contributors show that individual and community created and 
recreated one another in the major structures, interactions, and transitions of early modern times. 
Offering an important contribution to our understanding both of the early modern period and of its 
historiography, this volume will be an invaluable resource for scholars working in the fields of medieval, 
early modern, and modern history, and on the Renaissance and Reformation.

Studies in the Institutional History of Early Modern Japan

This collection of eleven essays furthers the dialogue between early modern history and the social 
sciences through an analysis of Fernand Braudel's The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World 
of Philip II. The contributors review various historiographical traditions to arrive at conclusions on 
contemporary theory and practice in the exchange between history and the disciplines of geogra-
phy, economics, sociology, anthropology, politics (diplomatic history and the study of revolutions), 
psychology (law), religion, and area studies (China and the Americas). Contributors Peter Burke, 
Emmanuel College, University of Cambridge Jan de Vries, University of California, Berkeley Mark Elvin, 
Australian National University, Canberra Jack A. Goldstone, University of California, Davis Antonio 
Manuel Hespanha, Universidade Nova de Lisboa Henry Kamen, Consejo Superior de Investigaciones 
Científicas, Institució Milà i Fontanals, Barcelona John A. Marino, University of California, San Diego 
Ottavia Niccoli, Università degli Studi di Trento Anthony Pagden, University of California, Los Angeles 
M. J. Rodríguez-Salgado, London School of Economics Bartolomé Yun Casalilla, Universidad Pablo de 
Olavide de Sevilla

The Politics of Information in Early Modern Europe

This book explores how wall-building traditions throughout the world illustrate universal themes of 
defensive strategy and the symbolism of power.

The Ashgate Research Companion to Women and Gender in Early Modern Europe

This volume is the first to adopt systematically a comparative approach to the role of ancient texts and 
traditions in early modern scholarship, science, medicine, and theology. It offers a new method for 
understanding early modern knowledge.

Between the Middle Ages and Modernity

The author of The Footnote reflects on scribes, scholars, and the work of publishing during the golden 
age of the book. From Francis Bacon to Barack Obama, thinkers and political leaders have denounced 
humanists as obsessively bookish and allergic to labor. In this celebration of bookmaking in all its messy 
and intricate detail, renowned historian Anthony Grafton invites us to see the scholars of early modern 
Europe as diligent workers. Meticulously illuminating the physical and mental labors that fostered the 
golden age of the book—the compiling of notebooks, copying and correction of texts and proofs, 
preparation of copy—he shows us how the exertions of scholars shaped influential books, treatises, and 
forgeries. Inky Fingers ranges widely, tracing the transformation of humanistic approaches to texts in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and examining the simultaneously sustaining and constraining 
effects of theological polemics on sixteenth-century scholars. Grafton draws new connections between 
humanistic traditions and intellectual innovations, textual learning and craft knowledge, manuscript and 
print. Above all, Grafton makes clear that the nitty-gritty of bookmaking has had a profound impact on 
the history of ideas—that the life of the mind depends on the work of the hands.

Early Modern History and the Social Sciences

This book includes most of the contributions presented at a conference on “Univ- sities and Science in 
the Early Modern Period” held in 1999 in Valencia, Spain. The conference was part of the “Five Cen-



turies of the Life of the University of Valencia” (Cinc Segles) celebrations, and from the outset we had the 
generous support of the “Patronato” (Foundation) overseeing the events. In recent decades, as a result 
of a renewed attention to the institutional, political, social, and cultural context of scienti?c activity, we 
have witnessed a reappraisal of the role of the universities in the construction and development of early 
modern science. In essence, the following conclusions have been reached: (1) the attitudes regarding 
scienti?c progress or novelty differed from country to country and follow differenttrajectoriesinthe-
courseoftheearlymodernperiod;(2)institutionsofhigher learning were the main centers of education 
for most scientists; (3) although the universities were sometimes slow to assimilate new scienti?c 
knowledge, when they didsoithelpednotonlytoremovethesuspicionthatthenewsciencewasintellectually 
subversivebutalsotomakesciencearespectableandevenprestigiousactivity;(4)the universities gave the 
scienti?c movement considerable material support in the form of research facilities such as anatomical 
theaters, botanical gardens, and expensive instruments; (5) the universities provided professional 
employment and a means of support to many scientists; and (6) although the relations among the 
universities and the academies or scienti?c societies were sometimes antagonistic, the two types of 
institutionsoftenworkedtogetherinharmony,performingcomplementaryratherthan competing functions; 
moreover, individuals moved from one institution to another, as did knowledge, methods, and scienti?c 
practices.

City Walls

This book of original essays explores three important areas in comparative literature and history and 
in cultural studies: the boundaries between history and fiction;women as writers and subjects; and 
the connection between the early modern, modern and postmodern. New history and new literary 
studies look at innovative ways to see past cultures in a new light. Traditional methods are used to 
new ends and writers who are familiar within their cultures are translated to other cultures. This study 
promotes an expanded understanding of our cultural artifacts in a rapidly changing present. It discusses 
English-speaking culture in the early modern period in the context of other European cultures and 
relates Europe to other parts of the world, most notably America. After grounding the discussion 
of culture in history, identity, dialogue as a genre that crosses the boundaries between philosophy 
and fiction, the rhetoric of prefaces to historical collections, cosmographies and histories that share 
something with the techniques of literary and forensic rhetoric, the book proceeds to discuss two central 
issues in cultural studies today: gender and postmodernity. The final section of the book provides a 
general assessment through early modern texts of modernity and postmodernity.

The Worlds of Knowledge and the Classical Tradition in the Early Modern Age

This book breaks with three common scholarly barriers of periodization, discipline and geography 
in its exploration of the related themes of heresy, magic and witchcraft. It sets aside constructed 
chronological boundaries, and in doing so aims to achieve a clearer picture of what ‘went before’, 
as well as what ‘came after’. Thus the volume demonstrates continuity as well as change in the 
concepts and understandings of magic, heresy and witchcraft. In addition, the geographical pattern 
of similarities and diversities suggests a comparative approach, transcending confessional as well as 
national borders. Throughout the medieval and early modern period, the orthodoxy of the Christian 
Church was continuously contested. The challenge of heterodoxy, especially as expressed in various 
kinds of heresy, magic and witchcraft, was constantly present during the period 1200-1650. Neither 
contesters nor followers of orthodoxy were homogeneous groups or fractions. They themselves and 
their ideas changed from one century to the next, from region to region, even from city to city, but 
within a common framework of interpretation. This collection of essays focuses on this complex.

Inky Fingers

During the First World War, mass media achieved an enormous and continuously growing importance 
in all belligerent countries. Newspaper, illustrated magazines, comics, pamphlets, and instant books, fi 
ctional works, photography, and the new-born “theater of imagery”, the cinema, were crucial in order to 
create a heroic vision of the events, to mobilize and maintain the consensus on the war. But their role 
was pivotal also in creating the image of the war’s end and fi nally, together with a widespread, new 
literary genre, the war memoirs, to shape the collective memory of the confl ict for the next generations. 
Even before November 1918, the media raised high expectations for a multifaceted peace: a new 
global order, the beginning of a peaceful era, the occasion for a regenerating apocalypse. Likewise, 
in the following decades, particularly war literature and cinema were pivotal to reverse the icon of 



the Great War as an epic crusade and a glorious chapter of the national history and to create the 
hegemonic image of a senseless carnage. The Mediatization of War and Peace focalizes on the central 
role played by mass media in the tortuous transition to the post-war period as well as on the profound 
disenchantment generated by their prophesies.

Universities and Science in the Early Modern Period

This Handbook re-examines the concept of early modern history in a European and global context. 
Volume II engages with philosophy, science, art and architecture, music, and the Enlightenment, and 
examines the military and political developments within and beyond the boundaries of Europe.

Imagining Culture

This Handbook re-examines the concept of early modern history in a European and global context. The 
term 'early modern' has been familiar, especially in Anglophone scholarship, for four decades and is 
securely established in teaching, research, and scholarly publishing. More recently, however, the unity 
implied in the notion has fragmented, while the usefulness and even the validity of the term, and the 
historical periodisation which it incorporates, have been questioned. The Oxford Handbook of Early 
Modern European History, 1350-1750 provides an account of the development of the subject during the 
past half-century, but primarily offers an integrated and comprehensive survey of present knowledge, 
together with some suggestions as to how the field is developing. It aims both to interrogate the notion 
of 'early modernity' itself and to survey early modern Europe as an established field of study. The 
overriding aim will be to establish that 'early modern' is not simply a chronological label but possesses 
a substantive integrity. Volume I examines 'Peoples and Place', assessing structural factors such as 
climate, printing and the revolution in information, social and economic developments, and religion, 
including chapters on Orthodoxy, Judaism and Islam.

Contesting Orthodoxy in Medieval and Early Modern Europe

Early modern globalization was built on a highly labour intensive infrastructure. This book looks at the 
millions of workers who were needed to operate the ships, ports, store houses, forts and factories 
crucial to local and global exchange. These sailors, soldiers, craftsmen and slaves were crucial to 
globalization but were also confronted with the process of globalization themselves. They were often 
migrants who worked, directly or indirectly, for trading companies, merchants and producers that tried 
to discipline and control their labour force. The contributors to this volume offer an integrated, thematic 
study of the global history of desertion in European, Atlantic and Asian contexts. By tracing and 
comparing acts and patterns of desertion across empires, economic systems, regions and types of 
workers, Desertion in the Early Modern World illuminates the crucial role of practices of desertion 
among workers in shaping the history of imperial and economic expansion in the early modern period.

The Mediatization of War and Peace

Gender and Political Culture in Early Modern Europe investigates the gendered nature of political 
culture across early modern Europe by exploring the relationship between gender, power, and political 
authority and influence. This collection offers a rethinking of what constituted ‘politics’ and a reconsid-
eration of how men and women operated as part of political culture. It demonstrates how underlying 
structures could enable or constrain political action, and how political power and influence could be 
exercised through social and cultural practices. The book is divided into four parts - diplomacy, gifts 
and the politics of exchange; socio-economic structures; gendered politics at court; and voting and 
political representations – each of which looks at a series of interrelated themes exploring the ways in 
which political culture is inflected by questions of gender. In addition to examples drawn from across 
Europe, including Austria, the Dutch Republic, the Italian States and Scandinavia, the volume also 
takes a transnational comparative approach, crossing national borders, while the concluding chapter, 
by Merry Wiesner-Hanks, offers a global perspective on the field and encourages comparative analysis 
both chronologically and geographically. As the first collection to draw together early modern gender 
and political culture, this book is the perfect starting point for students exploring this fascinating topic.

The Oxford Handbook of Early Modern European History, 1350-1750: Cultures and power

The Routledge Handbook of Material Culture in Early Modern Europe marks the arrival of early 
modern material culture studies as a vibrant, fully-established field of multi-disciplinary research. 



The volume provides a rounded, accessible collection of work on the nature and significance of 
materiality in early modern Europe – a term that embraces a vast range of objects as well as 
addressing a wide variety of human interactions with their physical environments. This stimulating view 
of materiality is distinctive in asking questions about the whole material world as a context for lived 
experience, and the book considers material interactions at all social levels. There are 27 chapters 
by leading experts as well as 13 feature object studies to highlight specific items that have survived 
from this period (defined broadly as c.1500–c.1800). These contributions explore the things people 
acquired, owned, treasured, displayed and discarded, the spaces in which people used and thought 
about things, the social relationships which cluster around goods – between producers, vendors and 
consumers of various kinds – and the way knowledge travels around those circuits of connection. 
The content also engages with wider issues such as the relationship between public and private 
life, the changing connections between the sacred and the profane, or the effects of gender and 
social status upon lived experience. Constructed as an accessible, wide-ranging guide to research 
practice, the book describes and represents the methods which have been developed within various 
disciplines for analysing pre-modern material culture. It comprises four sections which open up the 
approaches of various disciplines to non-specialists: ‘Definitions, disciplines, new directions’, ‘Contexts 
and categories’, ‘Object studies’ and ‘Material culture in action’. This volume addresses the need for 
sustained, coherent comment on the state, breadth and potential of this lively new field, including 
the work of historians, art historians, museum curators, archaeologists, social scientists and literary 
scholars. It consolidates and communicates recent developments and considers how we might take 
forward a multi-disciplinary research agenda for the study of material culture in periods before the mass 
production of goods.

The Oxford Handbook of Early Modern European History, 1350-1750

What did it mean to be ‘civilized’ in Early Modern England? Keith Thomas's seminal studies Religion 
and the Decline of Magic, Man and the Natural World, and The Ends of Life, explored the beliefs, 
values and social practices of the years between 1500 and 1800. In Pursuit of Civility continues this 
quest by examining what the English people thought it meant to be `civilized' and how that condition 
differed from being `barbarous' or `savage' .Thomas shows how the upper ranks of society sought to 
distinguish themselves from their social inferiors by developing distinctive forms of moving, speaking 
and comporting themselves - and how the common people in turn developed their own forms of civility. 
The belief of the English in their superior civility shaped their relations with the Welsh, the Scots 
and the Irish. By legitimizing international trade, colonialism, slavery, and racial discrimination, it was 
fundamental to their dealings with the native peoples of North America, India, and Australia. Yet not 
everyone shared this belief in the superiority of Western civilization. In Pursuit of Civility throws light on 
the early origins of anti-colonialism and cultural relativism, and goes on to examine some of the ways 
in which the new forms of civility were resisted. With all the author’s distinctive authority and brilliance - 
based as ever on wide reading, abounding in fresh insights, and illustrated by many striking quotations 
and anecdotes from contemporary sources - In Pursuit of Civility transforms our understanding of the 
past. In so doing, it raises important questions as to the role of manners in the modern world.

Desertion in the Early Modern World

This edited collection examines different aspects of the experience and significance of childhood, youth 
and family relations in minority religious groups in north-west Europe in the late medieval, Reformation 
and post-Reformation era. It aims to take a comparative approach, including chapters on Protestant, 
Catholic and Jewish communities. The chapters are organised into themed sections, on 'Childhood, 
religious practice and minority status', 'Family and responses to persecution', and 'Religious division 
and the family: co-operation and conflict'. Contributors to the volume consider issues such as religious 
conversion, the impact of persecution on childhood and family life, emotion and affectivity, the role of 
childhood and memory, state intervention in children's religious upbringing, the impact of confessionally 
mixed marriages, persecution and co-existence. Some chapters focus on one confessional group, 
whilst others make comparisons between them.

Gender and Political Culture in Early Modern Europe, 1400-1800

From the late fifteenth century onwards, scholars across Europe began to write books about how to 
read and evaluate histories. These pioneering works grew from complex early modern debates about 
law, religion and classical scholarship. Anthony Grafton's book is based on his Trevelyan Lectures of 



2005, and it proves to be a powerful and imaginative exploration of some central themes in the history 
of European ideas. Grafton explains why so many of these works were written, why they attained so 
much insight – and why, in the centuries that followed, most scholars gradually forgot that they had 
existed. Elegant and accessible, What Was History? is a deliberate evocation of E. H. Carr's celebrated 
Trevelyan Lectures, What Is History?.

The Routledge Handbook of Material Culture in Early Modern Europe

In an era defined by daily polls, institutional rankings, and other forms of social quantification, it can 
be easy to forget that comparison has a long historical lineage. Presenting a range of multidisciplinary 
perspectives, this volume investigates the concepts and practices of comparison from the early modern 
period to the present. Each chapter demonstrates how comparison has helped to drive the seemingly 
irresistible dynamism of the modern world, exploring how comparatively minded assessors determine 
their units of analysis, the criteria they select or ignore, and just who it is that makes use of these 
comparisons—and to what ends.

In Pursuit of Civility

Historical comparison as a method of historical analysis goes back to Herodotus in antiquity, yet it 
was not until the 1920s through the work of historian Marc Bloch that it was recognised as a solid 
historical method. Even today, some historians are wary of applying a comparative lens to their work. 
Why is this, Mikhail Krom asks, when historical comparison can be an incredibly insightful approach to 
history? Designed as a helpful resource for historians, An Introduction to Historical Comparison aims to 
teach scholars how to develop the skills needed to successfully employ a comparative methodology. It 
begins by tracing the intellectual history of comparative history writing and then examines the practice 
of historical comparison. The result is a clear and engaging analysis of historical thinking and a 
useful guide to main methodological techniques, successes, and pitfalls of comparative research. An 
Introduction to Historical Comparison is the first comprehensive study of the theory and practice of 
comparative-historical research. Combining a wide range of case-studies from the best practitioners 
of historical comparison with an innovative interdisciplinary perspective, this book is thus a meaningful 
contribution to current debates on historiography. As such, this resource will be of immense value to 
both students reading historiography and methodology and to historians looking to apply a comparative 
approach to their own research.

Childhood, Youth and Religious Minorities in Early Modern Europe

The social, political and cultural factors determining conformity and obedience as well as dissidence 
and revolt are traced in sixteenth and early seventeenth century England.

What Was History?

The European World 1500-1800 provides a concise and authoritative textbook for the centuries 
between the Renaissance and the French Revolution. It presents early modern Europe not as a mere 
transitional phase, but a dynamic period worth studying in its own right. Written by an experienced 
team of specialists, and derived from a perennially successful undergraduate course, it offers a 
student-friendly introduction to all major themes and processes of early modern history. Structured in 
four parts dealing with socio-economic, religious, cultural and political issues, it adopts a deliberately 
broad geographical perspective: Western and Central Europe receive particular attention, but dedicated 
chapters also explore the wider global context. For this thoroughly revised and improved second 
edition, the authors have added three new chapters on ‘Politics and Government’, ‘Impact of War' 
and ‘Revolution’ Specially designed to assist learning, The European World 1500-1800 features: 
state-of-the-art surveys of key topics written by an international team of historians suggestions for 
seminar discussion and further reading extracts from primary sources and generous illustrations, 
including maps a glossary of key terms and concepts a chronology of major events a full index of 
persons, places and subjects a fully-featured companion website, enhanced for this new edition The 
European World 1500-1800 will be essential reading for all students embarking on the discovery of the 
early modern period.

The Force of Comparison



The volume explores the relationship between religion and violence in Europe from the Middle Ages to 
the Early modern period, involving European and Japanese scholars. It investigates the ideological 
foundations of the relationship between violence and religion and their development in a varied 
corpus of sources (political and theological treatises, correspondence of missionaries, pamphlets, and 
images).

An Introduction to Historical Comparison

Society, Politics and Culture
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