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Explore the comprehensive history of the modern environmental movement in America, tracing its 
origins from the mid-20th century through key legislative milestones and cultural shifts. This overview 
delves into the influential figures, pivotal events like the publication of "Silent Spring" and the first Earth 
Day, and the establishment of foundational environmental protection agencies that shaped the nation's 
approach to ecological stewardship and sustainable development.
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Environmental movement in the United States - Wikipedia

June 30, 1948: The Postwar Period The first piece of legislation to lay down federal regulation of water 
quality, the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, is passed by Congress. This act, known as the FWPCA 
, will go through amendments in 1956, 1965, and 1972 to broaden the government's authority in water 
pollution ...

I. Origins of the Environmental Movement · Exhibit

29 May 2020 — The social justice movements of the 1960s and 70s created an atmosphere unlike any 
other decade in history. It seemed like the right time to legitimize what had been brewing: a movement 
to save our planet. In 1970, US Senator Gaylord Nelson, senses that ...

Milestones in US EPA and Environmental History

The rise of the Modern Environmental Movement�� The 1960s in America had marked a decade of social 
change; women's rights, racial equality and the environmental movement all came to the forefront as 
citizens demanded reform in the way society viewed those issues.

Environmentalism - Conservation, Activism, Sustainability

The grassroots mobilization for environmental protection that led to the first Earth Day in 1970 
built on nearly a century of efforts to address the contamination of water, air, and land caused by 
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industrialization and urbanization. During the Progressive Era in the early 20th century, reformers 
warned that ...

The Modern Environmental Movement | Wisconsin Historical Society

The environmental movement is a social movement that aims to protect the natural world from harmful 
environmental practices in order to create sustainable living. Environmentalists advocate the just and 
sustainable management of resources and stewardship of the environment through changes in public 
policy and ...

The Modern Environmental Movement

12 Jul 2024 — The contemporary environmental movement arose primarily from concerns in the late 
19th century about the protection of the countryside in Europe and the wilderness in the United States 
and the health consequences of pollution during the Industrial Revolution. In opposition to the dominant 
political ...

The Modern Environmental Movement: How Did We Get ...

10 Dec 2008 — History of environmental movement full of twists, turns. Story Highlights; The modern 
American environmental movement is four decades old; Movement began in the 1960s and was 
sanctioned in 1970 with creation of Earth Day; Environmentalism became trendy by the 1990s but still 
faced political headwinds

History of the Environmental Movement

7 Nov 2022 — The environmental movement emerged in the 1960s. The movement called for a new 
dialogue about how the Earth should be treated and what would happen if signs of environmental 
deterioration were ignored.

I. Origins of the Environmental Movement · Exhibit

April 22, 1970 became the first Earth Day marking the birth of the U.S. modern environmental 
movement. People across the country were becoming more aware of the environmental harm that 
humans have caused and continue to cause. Prior to the 1970s, air and water pollution were the norm.

Environmental movement

Environmentalism - Conservation, Activism, Sustainability

History of environmental movement full of twists, turns

The 20th Century Environmental Movement in the US

Earth Day, the Largest Environmental Movement in History
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