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Dive into the complex world of political ambition and moral compromise with Robert Penn Warren's 
Pulitzer Prize-winning masterpiece, All the King's Men. This iconic American novel brilliantly dissects 
the rise and fall of a charismatic Southern demagogue, offering a timeless exploration of power, 
integrity, and the human condition.
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All the King's Men

Set in the 1930s, this Pulitzer Prize-winning novel traces the rise and fall of Willie Stark, who resembles 
the real life Huey "Kingfish" Long of Louisiana.

All the King's Men

Character study of a Southern demagogue whose career follows in some respects as that of Huey 
Long.
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All the King's Men : Robert Penn Warren : Notes

A Study Guide for Robert Penn Warren's "All the King's Men," excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels 
for Students.This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; 
study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature 
project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.

All the King's Men

As relevant today as it was 50 years ago, "All the King's Men" is a classic novel about American politics. 
Set in the 1930s, this Pulitzer Prize-winning novel traces the rise and fall of demagogue Willie Stark, a 
fictional character based on the real-life Huey Long of Louisiana.

A Study Guide for Robert Penn Warren's All the King's Men

Robert Penn Warren is one of the best-known and most consequential Kentucky writers of the twentieth 
century and the only American writer to have won three Pulitzers in two different genres. All the 
King's Men, generally considered one of the finest novels ever written on American politics, transcends 
sensationalism and topicality to stand as art. It was a bestseller, won the Pulitzer Prize, and became 
an Academy Award--winning movie. Depicting the rise and fall of a dictatorial southern politician -- 
modeled on Huey Long of Louisiana -- the timeless story and memorable characters raise questions 
about the importance of history, moral conflicts in public policy, and idealism in government. In Robert 
Penn Warren's All the King's Men: A Reader's Companion, author Jonathan S. Cullick considers the 
themes of this famous novel within the context of America's current political climate. He addresses the 
novel's continuing relevance and interviews a cross-section of elected and appointed officials, as well 
as journalists, in Kentucky to explore how Warren's novel has influenced their work and approach to 
politics. By focusing on what Warren's novel has to say about power, populism, ethics, and the force of 
rhetoric, Cullick encourages readers to think about their own identities and responsibilities as American 
citizens. This volume promises to be not only an indispensable companion to All the King's Men but 
it also provides context and a new diverse set of perspectives from which to understand this seminal 
novel.

Robert Penn Warren's All the King's Men

A collection of critical essays on Warren's novel "All the King's Men" arranged in chronological order 
of publication.

All the King's Men

A lively, in-depth discussion of ALL THE KING'S MEN. Students are taken on an exciting journey of 
discovery through every scene or chapter. Also included are unique text notes, ideas for term papers, 
notes on the author's life, as well as a glossary.

Robert Penn Warren's All the King's Men

DigiCat Publishing presents to you this special edition of "Absalom, Absalom!" by William Faulkner. 
DigiCat Publishing considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has 
been carefully reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books are available in print, as 
well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment and passion it deserves 
as a classic of world literature.

A Study Guide for Robert Penn Warren's All the King's Men

The twelve essayists in this critical collection examine anew two fundamental concerns of Penn 
Warren’s landmark work, which has as valid a claim to being “The Great American Novel” as any in 
the literary canon. The first challenging conundrum these critics examine is narrator Jack Burden’s 
adequacy as a historiographer and the impact of his reliability upon his alter-ego-persona-narrative: 
does Jack succeed in becoming an able historian of his family and of Willie Stark’s political career, 
or does he become self-delusive and resort to a “selectively culled” history to justify himself to his 
audience as a trustworthy chronicler of the Willie Stark era of Jack’s life. The second major thematic 
motif these essays explore is Penn Warren’s implicit positing of a spiritual dimension to Jack Burden’s 
quest for a viable identity to sustain him in his ultimate decision to join humanity and finally live in the 



history he’s so long lived outside of, as a cynically un-involved observer. The provocative efforts of 
these twelve scholars, fifty-six years after the publication of All the King’s Men, testifies to the novel’s 
great philosophical and psychological depths, riches that continue to induce new readers and returning 
readers to shadow Jack Burden in his quest of the examined life: the quest to fully engage ourselves 
in becoming ever more human despite our being flawed, ever-plagued by our social shortcomings, as 
are “all the king’s men.”

Robert Penn Warren's All the King's Men

Set in the 1930s, this Pulitzer Prize-winning novel traces the rise and fall of Willie Stark, who resembles 
the real-life Huey "Kingfish" Long of Louisiana. Stark begins his political career as an idealistic man 
of the people but soon becomes corrupted by success. Generally considered the finest novel ever 
written on American politics, "All the King's Men" is a literary classic. SOON TO BE A MAJOR 
MOTION PICTURE STARRING SEAN PENN JUDE LAW KATE WINSLET JAMES GANDOLFINI 
MARK RUFFALO PATRICIA CLARKSON and ANTHONY HOPKINS

A Robert Penn Warren Reader

?

Robert Penn Warren's All the King's Men

In this elegant book, the Pulitzer Prize-winning writer explores the manifold ways in which the Civil 
War changed the United States forever. He confronts its costs, not only human (six hundred thousand 
men killed) and economic (beyond reckoning) but social and psychological. He touches on popular 
misconceptions, including some concerning Abraham Lincoln and the issue of slavery. The war in all its 
facets “grows in our consciousness,” arousing complex emotions and leaving “a gallery of great human 
images for our contemplation.”

Absalom, Absalom!

One of the most striking parts of Robert Penn Warren's novel All the King's Men is Chapter 4, in which 
narrator Jack Burden tells the story of his distant relative Cass Mastern. A Confederate soldier, Mastern 
betrays his best friend by falling in love with the man's wife and then out of guilt tries repeatedly to get 
killed in battle but ironically becomes a hero for his daring, before finally attaining a mortal wound. 
In The Cass Mastern Material, James A. Perkins fully explores how this episode supplies the crucial 
piece to a puzzle surrounding Warren's novel, tracing the story's evolution through several versions 
and genres over almost twenty years. Found here are both the earliest, short-story rendition of the 
Cass Mastern episode, originally published in 1944, and Warren's final dramatic version, completed in 
1961 and now made available in print for the first time. The play was finally staged in 1999, and Perkins 
appends related letters, production notes, and an interview that provide a context for understanding 
the work's importance in Warren's career. "I have always felt that the section is central to [All the King's 
Men]," Warren wrote, concerning the Cass Mastern material. In a revolutionary reading of the novel, 
Perkins argues that the section provides the key to unlocking the mystery of Jack Burden's paternity. 
This unique volume affords a view of Warren's restless creative process and throws new light on the 
story that formed the crux of his greatest novel -- a story he apparently never felt he had exhausted.

Robert Penn Warren’s All the King’s Men

Robert Penn Warren's 1946 Pulitzer Prize-winning novel All the King's Men is one of the undisputed 
classics of American literature. Fifty years after the novel's publication, Warren's characters still stand 
as powerful representations of the moral dilemmas faced by individuals in positions of power. All the 
King's Men had its genesis in Warren's stage play Proud Flesh, unpublished in his lifetime. He also 
wrote a subsequent unpublished play titled Willie Stark: His Rise and Fall and a later dramatic version of 
the novel that shared the title All the King's Men. This volume is the first to collect all three dramatic texts 
and to publish Proud Flesh and Willie Stark. Proud Flesh is particularly fascinating for what it reveals 
about the development of All the King's Men and Warren's changing perceptions of its characters and 
themes. The other plays, as post-novel writings, provide a forum for Warren to clarify his intentions in 
the novel. The editors' introduction to this collection reviews the composition history of the works and 
their relationship to the novel and to each other. The new perspectives on Warren's writing presented 
in Robert Penn Warren's "All the King's Men": Three Stage Versions provide a glimpse into a creative 



mind struggling with a compelling story and offer readers another way of looking at this American 
classic. This book is an essential reference in Warren studies that will give students of All the King's 
Men another context from which to consider Warren's novel.

All the King's Men

First published in 1965, this is a unique text in the history of the American Civil Rights Movement. Robert 
Penn Warren interviewed a wide range of African American leaders, activists, and artists across the 
country, among them Martin Luther King, Malcom X, and James Baldwin. Sections from the transcripts 
of these interviews are combined with the author’s reflections on the interviewees and the Civil Rights 
Movement as a whole to create a powerful oral history of this all-important struggle. A new introduction 
by David W. Blight places Warren’s book in historical perspective. " In this new edition introduced by 
the eminent historian David Blight, Who Speaks for the Negro? reveals a provocative admixture of 
history's variance. Warren's book is a burden of the past from which we cannot escape. It summons us 
to awaken a more vital national heartbeat of reparations for an American dilemma."—Houston Baker, 
Vanderbilt University

Garrison Tales from Tonquin

A collection of commentary on Robert Penn Warren's All the king's men.

The Legacy of the Civil War

The second novel by Robert Penn Warren, author of the Pulizter-Prize-winning All The King's Men, is 
a tour de force and a neglected classic.

The Cass Mastern Material

One of America's great poets writes of his father, lost through death and discovered again through 
insistent recollection. A death in the family forces a re-sorting and reshaping of all that we can recall 
of times and people gone from us as we measure our identities by their remembered images. While 
prowling in the past, Warren is drawn to likenesses between himself and his father, between himself 
and others of his family. The poet finds that his father too, in his long silent youth, ventured into the 
writing of poetry, as have so many, but in time put it away for other things. Gradually this elegy for his 
father becomes Warren's reverie on the many Warrens and Penns who live now only in his memory. 
We encounter his mother and his mother's mother, his father's Warren line thrown back over three 
generations, as he draws forth sameness, giving shape and full form and then sharp recognition to 
family members who were and must yet remain mysteries. Then we see that Warren is delineating the 
tenuous threads of all our many unsettled and fragmentary American family histories, that he is tracing 
all our steps from the coast over mountain trails into the dark wilderness to the west. With him, when we 
stop to consider our loved and lost ones, we realize the delicacy of our accepted relationships. In this 
autobiographical essay and the accompanying poem sequence that echoes it, "Mortmain," Warren's 
look into the mystery of the past evokes for us the loss and recovery and wonder that death brings.

Robert Penn Warren's All the King's Men

"The best and most balanced of the Lee biographies."—New York Review of Books The life of Robert 
E. Lee is a story not of defeat but of triumph—triumph in clearing his family name, triumph in marrying 
properly, triumph over the mighty Mississippi in his work as an engineer, and triumph over all other 
military men to become the towering figure who commanded the Confederate army in the American 
Civil War. But late in life Lee confessed that he "was always wanting something." In this probing and 
personal biography, Emory Thomas reveals more than the man himself did. Robert E. Lee has been, 
and continues to be, a symbol and hero in the American story. But in life, Thomas writes, Lee was both 
more and less than his legend. Here is the man behind the legend.

Who Speaks for the Negro?

Featured in the New Yorker’s “Page-Turner” One of Mashable's “17 books every activist should read 
in 2019” “This is an expression not of people who are suddenly freed of something, but people who 
have been free all along.” —Ralph Ellison, speaking with Robert Penn Warren A stunning collection 
of previously unpublished interviews with key figures of the black freedom struggle by the Pulitzer 
Prize–winning author In 1964, in the height of the civil rights movement of the 1960s, Pulitzer Prize–win-



ning author and poet Robert Penn Warren set out with a tape recorder to interview leaders of the 
black freedom struggle. He spoke at length with luminaries such as James Baldwin, Martin Luther King 
Jr., Stokely Carmichael, Ralph Ellison, and Roy Wilkins, eliciting reflections and frank assessments of 
race in America and the possibilities for meaningful change. In Harlem, a fifteen-minute appointment 
with Malcolm X unwound into several hours of vivid conversation. A year later, Penn Warren would 
publish Who Speaks for the Negro?, a probing narrative account of these conversations that blended 
his own reflections with brief excerpts and quotations from his interviews. Astonishingly, the full extent 
of the interviews remained in the background and were never published. The audiotapes stayed largely 
unknown until recent years. Free All Along brings to life the vital historic voices of America’s civil rights 
generation, including writers, political activists, religious leaders, and intellectuals. A major contribution 
to our understanding of the struggle for justice and equality, these remarkable long-form interviews are 
presented here as original documents that have pressing relevance today.

Twentieth Century Interpretations of All the King's Men

Huey Long (1893-1935) was one of the most extraordinary American politicians, simultaneously cursed 
as a dictator and applauded as a benefactor of the masses. A product of the poor north Louisiana 
hills, he was elected governor of Louisiana in 1928, and proceeded to subjugate the powerful state 
political hierarchy after narrowly defeating an impeachment attempt. The only Southern popular leader 
who truly delivered on his promises, he increased the miles of paved roads and number of bridges in 
Louisiana tenfold and established free night schools and state hospitals, meeting the huge costs by 
taxing corporations and issuing bonds. Soon Long had become the absolute ruler of the state, in the 
process lifting Louisiana from near feudalism into the modern world almost overnight, and inspiring 
poor whites of the South to a vision of a better life. As Louisiana Senator and one of Roosevelt's most 
vociferous critics, "The Kingfish," as he called himself, gained a nationwide following, forcing Roosevelt 
to turn his New Deal significantly to the left. But before he could progress farther, he was assassinated 
in Baton Rouge in 1935. Long's ultimate ambition, of course, was the presidency, and it was doubtless 
with this goal in mind that he wrote this spirited and fascinating account of his life, an autobiography 
every bit as daring and controversial as was The Kingfish himself.

At Heaven's Gate

Portrait of the tormented liberator by America's first poet laureate.

Portrait Of A Father

Winner of the C. Hugh Holman Award A central figure in twentieth-century American literature, Robert 
Penn Warren (1905–1989) was appointed by the Library of Congress as the first Poet Laureate of the 
United States in 1985. Although better known for his fiction, especially his novel All the King’s Men, it 
is mainly his poetry—spanning sixty years, fifteen volumes of verse, and a wide range of styles—that 
reveals Warren to be one of America’s foremost men of letters. In this indispensable volume, John Burt, 
Warren’s literary executor, has assembled every poem Warren ever published (with the exception of 
Brother to Dragons), including the many poems he published in The Fugitive and other magazines, 
as well as those that appeared in his small press works and broadsides. Burt has also exhaustively 
collated all of the published versions of Warren’s poems—which, in some cases, appeared as many as 
six different times with substantive revisions in every line—as well as his typescripts and proofs. And 
since Warren never seemed to reread any of his books without a pencil in his hand, Burt has referred 
to Warren’s personal library copies. This comprehensive edition also contains textual notes, lists of 
emendations, and explanatory notes. Warren was born and raised in Guthrie, Kentucky, where southern 
agrarian values and a predilection for storytelling were ingrained in him as a young boy. By 1925, when 
he graduated from Vanderbilt University, he was already the most promising of that exceptional set of 
poets and intellectuals known as the Fugitives. Warren devoted most of the 1940s and 1950s to writing 
prose and literary criticism, but from the late 1950s he composed primarily poetry, with each successive 
volume of verse that he penned demonstrating his rigorous and growing commitment to that genre. The 
mature visionary power and technical virtuosity of his work in the 1970s and early 1980s emanated 
from his strongly held belief that “only insofar as the work [of art] establishes and expresses a self 
can it engage us.” Many of Warren’s later poems, which he deemed “some of my best,” rejoice in the 
possibilities of old age and the poet’s ability for “continually expanding in a vital process of definition, 
affirmation, revision, and growth, a process that is the image, we may say, of the life process.”



Robert E. Lee: A Biography

A father on trial for murder. A son whose world is falling apart. The No.1 New York Times bestselling 
final volume of the ground-breaking Natchez Burning Trilogy by Greg Iles.

All the King's Men

Can businesses abandon the axiom that the customer is always right when consumers start ques-
tioning the ethics of business practices? Professor Craig Smith examines the theory and practice of 
ethical purchase behaviour, a crucial mechanism for ensuring social responsibility in business. He 
explains how and why consumers have used their purchasing power to influence corporate policies 
and practices. He argues the case for the social control of business, drawing on perspectives from 
marketing, economics, politics, sociology, and business policy. He concludes that the market may act 
as an arbiter of ‘good’ and ‘bad’ business practice. Dr Smith considers the practical aspects of ethical 
purchase behaviour, focusing on consumer boycotts as a specific form of this consumer behaviour, 
and explains how boycotted businesses should respond. This title, first published in 1990, is ideal for 
both business students and those who have a business of their own.

Free All Along

In these two essays, one of America's most honored writers fastens on the interrelation of American 
democracy and poetry and the concept of selfhood vital to each. "I really don't want to make a noise 
like a pundit," Mr. Warren declares, "What I do want to do is to return us--and myself most of all--to 
a scrutiny of our own experience of our own world." Indeed, Democracy and Poetry offers one of the 
most pertinent and strongly personal meditations on our condition to have appeared in recent letters. 
Our native "poetry," that is, literature and art, in general, is a social document, is "diagnostic," and has 
often been a corrosive criticism of our democracy, Mr. Warren argues. Persuasively, and movingly, he 
shows that all of "art" and all that goes into the making of democracy require a free and responsible 
self. Yet the American experience has been one of the decay of the notion of self. Our astounding 
success jeopardized what we promised to create--the free man. For a century and a half the conception 
of the self has been dwindling, separating itself from traditional values, moral identity, and a secure 
relation with community. Lonely heroes in a bankrupt civilization, then protest, despair, aimlessness, 
and violence, have marked our literature. The anguish of Robert Penn Warren's own poetic vision of 
art and democracy is soothed only by his belief that poetry--the making of art can nourish and at 
least do something toward the rescue of democracy; he shows how art can be- come a healer, can be 
"therapeutic." In the face of disintegrative forces set loose in a business and technetronic society, it is 
poetry that affirms the notion of the self. It is a model of the organized self, an emblem of the struggle for 
the achieving self, and of the self in a community. More and more as our modern technetronic society 
races toward the abolition of the self, and diverges from a culture created to enhance the notion of 
selfhood, poetry becomes indispensable. Compelling, resonant, memorable, Democracy and Poetry is 
a major testament not only to the vitality of poetry, but also to a faith in democracy.

Every Man A King

Warren's first novel set in the tobacco wars of Kentucky in the early 20th century.

John Brown

Remember the Alamo! is a tale of extraordinary courage and riveting adventure. For thirteen days, 189 
men led by Davy Crockett, Colonel Jim Bowie, and Colonel William Travis and hopelessly outnumbered, 
held off the Mexican army led by General Santa Anna at the Mission San Antonio de Valero -- the 
Alamo. Their valiant sacrifice for the cause of Texas liberty became the rallying cry, "Remember the 
Alamo!" Remember the Alamo! is the landmark account of one of the most extraordinary moments in 
American frontier history. It is written by one of America's greatest authors, Robert Penn Warren, the 
winner of three Pulitzer Prizes and the Presidential Medal of Freedom -- our nation's highest civilian 
award. Book jacket.

The Collected Poems of Robert Penn Warren

This first book-length study of All the King's Men argues that, rather than being primarily about an 
American political demagogue, the novel is fundamentally about a culture at war with itself - the 
conservative Old South struggling against the progressive New South - and that Burden, not Stark, 



is the central figure. Employing a chapter-by-chapter approach, Harold Woodell, the study's author, 
elucidates Stark's transformation from "Cousin Willie" to "The Boss," representing the values of the New 
South, and traces Burden's personal growth as inheritor of Old South traditions and reconciler of the Old 
and the New. Readers are given a thorough grounding in the myriad social changes affecting southern 
culture and politics during the early part of the twentieth century, along with a helpful chronological 
listing of the narrative's events and an incisive afterword contrasting Stark with Burden.

Mississippi Blood (Penn Cage, Book 6)

All the King's Men
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