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The Limits of Critique

Why do critics feel impelled to unmask and demystify the works that they read? What is the rationale 
for their conviction that language is always withholding some important truth, that the critic's task is to 
unearth what is unsaid, naturalized, or repressed? These are the features of critique, a mode of thought 
that thoroughly dominates academic criticism. In this book, Rita Felski brilliantly exposes critique's 
more troubling qualities and proposes alternatives to it. Critique, she argues, is not just a method but 
also a sensibility--one best captured by Paul Ricoeur's phrase "the hermeneutics of suspicion." As the 
characteristic affect of critique, suspicion, Felski shows, helps us understand critique's seductions and 
limitations. The questions that Felski poses about critique have implications well beyond intramural 
debates among literary scholars. Literary studies, says Felski, is facing a legitimation crisis thanks to a 
sadly depleted language of value that leaves the field struggling to find reasons why students should 
care about Beowulf or Baudelaire. Why is literature worth bothering with? For Felski, the tendencies to 
make literary texts the object of suspicious reading or, conversely, impute to them qualities of critique, 
forecloses too many other possibilities. Felski offers an alternative model that she calls "postcritical 
reading." Rather than looking behind the text for its hidden causes, conditions, and motives, she 
suggests that literary scholars place themselves in front of a text, reflecting on what it calls forth and 
makes possible. Here Felski enlists the work of Bruno Latour to rethink reading as a co-production 
between actors, rather than an unraveling of manifest meaning, a form of making rather than unmaking. 
As a scholar with an abiding respect for theory who has long deployed elements of critique in her own 
work, Felski is able to provide an insider's account of critique's limits and alternatives that will resonate 
widely in the humanities.

The Limits of Critique

“Felski frees critics from relying on critique as the gatekeeper of literary studies and offers a prescient 
guide to life in a postcritical world.” —Los Angeles Review of Books Why must critics unmask and 
demystify literary works? Why do they believe that language is always withholding some truth, that 
the critic’s task is to reveal the unsaid or repressed? In this book, Rita Felski examines critique, the 
dominant form of interpretation in literary studies, and situates it as but one method among many, 
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a method with strong allure—but also definite limits. Felski argues that critique is a sensibility best 
captured by Paul Ricoeur’s phrase “the hermeneutics of suspicion.” She shows how this suspicion 
toward texts forecloses many potential readings while providing no guarantee of rigorous or radical 
thought. Instead, she suggests, literary scholars should try what she calls “postcritical reading”: rather 
than looking behind a text for hidden causes and motives, literary scholars should place themselves in 
front of it and reflect on what it suggests and makes possible. By bringing critique down to earth and 
exploring new modes of interpretation, The Limits of Critique offers a fresh approach to the relationship 
between artistic works and the social world. “Perhaps the most ambitious reappraisal of the discipline 
to appear since theory’s heyday.” —Times Literary Supplement “A book that will get all of us to take 
another look at what we’ve been doing. The Limits of Critique will shock some and elate others. No 
one will feel neutral, and no one can afford not to read this book.” —Wai Chee Dimock, author of Weak 
Planet: Literature and Assisted Survival

The Limits of Critique

Why must critics unmask and demystify literary works? Why do they believe that language is always 
withholding some truth, that the critic’s task is to reveal the unsaid or repressed? In this book, Rita 
Felski examines critique, the dominant form of interpretation in literary studies, and situates it as 
but one method among many, a method with strong allure—but also definite limits. Felski argues 
that critique is a sensibility best captured by Paul Ricoeur’s phrase “the hermeneutics of suspicion.” 
She shows how this suspicion toward texts forecloses many potential readings while providing no 
guarantee of rigorous or radical thought. Instead, she suggests, literary scholars should try what she 
calls “postcritical reading”: rather than looking behind a text for hidden causes and motives, literary 
scholars should place themselves in front of it and reflect on what it suggests and makes possible. By 
bringing critique down to earth and exploring new modes of interpretation, The Limits of Critique offers 
a fresh approach to the relationship between artistic works and the social world.

Literature After Feminism

Recent commentators have portrayed feminist critics as grim-faced ideologues who are destroying the 
study of literature. Feminists, they claim, reduce art to politics and are hostile to any form of aesthetic 
pleasure. Literature after Feminism is the first work to comprehensively rebut such caricatures, while 
also offering a clear-eyed assessment of the relative merits of various feminist approaches to literature. 
Spelling out her main arguments clearly and succinctly, Rita Felski explains how feminism has changed 
the ways people read and think about literature. She organizes her book around four key questions: Do 
women and men read differently? How have feminist critics imagined the female author? What does plot 
have to do with gender? And what do feminists have to say about the relationship between literary and 
political value? Interweaving incisive commentary with literary examples, Felski advocates a double 
critical vision that can do justice to the social and political meanings of literature without dismissing or 
scanting the aesthetic.

Critique and Postcritique

Now that literary critique's intellectual and political pay-off is no longer quite so self-evident, critics are 
vigorously debating the functions and futures of critique. The contributors to Critique and Postcritique 
join this conversation, evaluating critique's structural, methodological, and political potentials and 
limitations. Following the interventions made by Bruno Latour, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Sharon Marcus 
and Stephen Best, and others, the contributors assess the merits of the postcritical turn while exploring 
a range of alternate methods and critical orientations. Among other topics, the contributors challenge 
the distinction between surface and deep reading; outline how critique-based theory has shaped the 
development of the novel; examine Donna Haraway's feminist epistemology and objectivity; advocate 
for a "hopeful" critical disposition; highlight the difference between reading as method and critique as 
genre; and question critique's efficacy at attending to the affective dimensions of experience. In these 
and other essays this volume outlines the state of contemporary literary criticism while pointing to 
new ways of conducting scholarship that are better suited to the intellectual and political challenges of 
the present. Contributors: Elizabeth S. Anker, Christopher Castiglia, Russ Castronovo, Simon During, 
Rita Felski, Jennifer L. Fleissner, Eric Hayot, Heather Love, John Michael, Toril Moi, Ellen Rooney, C. 
Namwali Serpell

Neuroscience and Critique



Recent years have seen a rapid growth in neuroscientific research, and an expansion beyond basic 
research to incorporate elements of the arts, humanities and social sciences. It has been suggested that 
the neurosciences will bring about major transformations in the understanding of ourselves, our culture 
and our society. In academia one finds debates within psychology, philosophy and literature about 
the implications of developments within the neurosciences, and the emerging fields of educational 
neuroscience, neuro-economics, and neuro-aesthetics also bear witness to a ‘neurological turn’ which 
is currently taking place. Neuroscience and Critique is a ground-breaking edited collection which 
reflects on the impact of neuroscience in contemporary social science and the humanities. It is the first 
book to consider possibilities for a critique of the theories, practices, and implications of contemporary 
neuroscience. Bringing together leading scholars from several disciplines, the contributors draw upon 
a range of perspectives, including cognitive neuroscience, critical philosophy, psychoanalysis, and 
feminism, and also critically examine several key ideas in contemporary neuroscience, including: The 
idea of "neural personhood" Theories of emotion in affective neuroscience Empathy, intersubjectivity 
and the notion of "embodied simulation" The concept of an "emo-rational" actor within neuro-eco-
nomics. The volume will stimulate further debate in the emerging field of interdisciplinary studies in 
neuroscience, and will appeal to researchers and advanced students in a range of disciplines including 
critical psychology, philosophy, and critical studies.

Critique, Security and Power

This book aims to engage with contemporary security discourses from a critical perspective. It argues 
that rather than being a radical, analytical outlook, much critical security theory fails to fulfil its promise to 
pose a challenge to contemporary power relations. In general, 'critical security' theories and dialogues 
are understood to be progressive theoretical frameworks that offer a trenchant evaluation and analysis 
of contemporary international and national security policy. Tara McCormack investigates the limitations 
of contemporary critical and emancipatory theorising and its relationship with contemporary power 
structures. Beginning with a theoretical critique and moving into a case study of the critical approaches 
to the break up of the former Yugoslavia, this book assesses the policies adopted by the international 
community at the time to show that much contemporary critical security theory and discourse in 
fact mirrors shifts in post-Cold War international and national security policy. Far from challenging 
international power inequalities and offering an emancipatory framework, contemporary critical security 
theory inadvertently ends up serving as a theoretical justification for an unequal international order. 
This book will be of much interest to students of critical security studies, international relations and 
security studies. Tara McCormack is Lecturer in International Politics at the University of Leicester and 
has a PhD in International Relations from the University of Westminster.

Models of Doom

Scrutinizes the technical aspects and ideological background of the MIT world models on the future of 
mankind

Bounds of Sense

The Bounds of Sense is one of the most influential books ever written about Kant’s philosophy, and is 
one of the key philosophical works of the late Twentieth century. Although it is probably best known for 
its criticism of Kant’s transcendental idealism, it is also famous for the highly original manner in which 
Strawson defended and developed some of Kant’s fundamental insights into the nature of subjectivity, 
experience and knowledge. The book had a profound effect on the interpretation of Kant’s philosophy 
when it was first published in 1966 and continues to influence discussion of Kant, the soundness of 
transcendental arguments, and debates in epistemology and metaphysics generally.

The Art of Reading

A beautiful celebratory tribute to the powers of one of our most undervalued skills — an ideal gift for 
the avid reader. ‘What you are doing right now is, cosmically speaking, against the odds.’ As young 
children, we are taught to read, but soon go on to forget just how miraculous a process it is, this 
turning of scratches and dots into understanding, unease and inspiration. Perhaps we need to stop 
and remember, stop and learn again how to read better. Damon Young shows us how to do exactly 
this, walking alongside some of the greatest readers who light a path for us — Borges, Plato, Woolf. 
Young reads passionately, selectively, surprisingly — from superhero noir to speculative realism, from 



Heidegger to Heinlein — and shows his reader how cultivating their inner critic can expand their own 
lives as well as the lives of those on the pages of the books they love.

Satire, Comedy and Mental Health

Satire, Comedy, and Mental Health examines how satire helps to sustain good mental health in a 
troubled socio-political world. Through an interdisciplinary dialogue and a close analysis of satire 
in various media, the book argues that satire helps us cope in a sick world through its ambiguous 
combination of critique and entertainment.

The Limits of History

History casts a spell on our minds more powerful than science or religion. It does not root us in the 
past at all. It rather flatters us with the belief in our ability to recreate the world in our image. It is 
a form of self-assertion that brooks no opposition or dissent and shelters us from the experience of 
time. So argues Constantin Fasolt in The Limits of History, an ambitious and pathbreaking study that 
conquers history's power by carrying the fight into the center of its domain. Fasolt considers the work of 
Hermann Conring (1606-81) and Bartolus of Sassoferrato (1313/14-57), two antipodes in early modern 
battles over the principles of European thought and action that ended with the triumph of historical 
consciousness. Proceeding according to the rules of normal historical analysis—gathering evidence, 
putting it in context, and analyzing its meaning—Fasolt uncovers limits that no kind of history can cross. 
He concludes that history is a ritual designed to maintain the modern faith in the autonomy of states 
and individuals. God wants it, the old crusaders would have said. The truth, Fasolt insists, only begins 
where that illusion ends. With its probing look at the ideological underpinnings of historical practice, 
The Limits of History demonstrates that history presupposes highly political assumptions about free 
will, responsibility, and the relationship between the past and the present. A work of both intellectual 
history and historiography, it will prove invaluable to students of historical method, philosophy, political 
theory, and early modern European culture.

Thinking about the Future

Compilation of interdisciplinary research essays on the future, comprising a critique of the computer 
growth models and forecasting techniques used in 'the limits to growth' by dl meadows (1972) - covers 
population growth, natural resources, environmental pollution, energy sources, industrial growth, etc. 
Diagrams, references and statistical tables.

Deconstructing Dignity

The right-to-die debate has gone on for centuries, playing out most recently as a spectacle of protest 
surrounding figures such as Terry Schiavo. In Deconstructing Dignity, Scott Cutler Shershow offers a 
powerful new way of thinking about it philosophically. Focusing on the concepts of human dignity and 
the sanctity of life, he employs Derridean deconstruction to uncover self-contradictory and damaging 
assumptions that underlie both sides of the debate. Shershow examines texts from Cicero’s De Officiis 
to Kant’s Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals to court decisions and religious declarations. 
Through them he reveals how arguments both supporting and denying the right to die undermine their 
own unconditional concepts of human dignity and the sanctity of life with a hidden conditional logic, one 
often tied to practical economic concerns and the scarcity or unequal distribution of medical resources. 
He goes on to examine the exceptional case of self-sacrifice, closing with a vision of a society—one 
whose conditions we are far from meeting—in which the debate can finally be resolved. A sophisticated 
analysis of a heated topic, Deconstructing Dignity is also a masterful example of deconstructionist 
methods at work.

The Limits of Neoliberalism

"Brilliant...explains how the rhetoric of competition has invaded almost every domain of our existence.” 
—Evgeny Morozov, author of "To Save Everything, Click Here" “In this fascinating book Davies inverts 
the conventional neoliberal practice of treating politics as if it were mere epiphenomenon of market 
theory, demonstrating that their version of economics is far better understood as the pursuit of politics 
by other means." —Professor Philip Mirowski, University of Notre Dame "A sparkling, original, and 
provocative analysis of neoliberalism. It offers a distinctive account of the diverse, sometimes contra-
dictory, conventions and justifications that lend authority to the extension of the spirit of competitiveness 



to all spheres of social life…This book breaks new ground, offers new modes of critique, and points to 
post-neoliberal futures.” —Professor Bob Jessop, University of Lancaster Since its intellectual inception 
in the 1930s and its political emergence in the 1970s, neo-liberalism has sought to disenchant politics 
by replacing it with economics. This agenda-setting text examines the efforts and failures of economic 
experts to make government and public life amenable to measurement, and to re-model society and 
state in terms of competition. In particular, it explores the practical use of economic techniques and 
conventions by policy-makers, politicians, regulators and judges and how these practices are being 
adapted to the perceived failings of the neoliberal model. By picking apart the defining contradiction 
that arises from the conflation of economics and politics, this book asks: to what extent can economics 
provide government legitimacy? Now with a new preface from the author and a foreword by Aditya 
Chakrabortty.

Uses of Literature

Uses of Literature bridges the gap between literary theory and common-sense beliefs about why we 
read literature. Explores the diverse motives and mysteries of why we read Offers four different ways 
of thinking about why we read literature - for recognition, enchantment, knowledge, and shock Argues 
for a new “phenomenology” in literary studies that incorporates the historical and social dimensions of 
reading Includes examples of literature from a wide range of national literary traditions

A Time for Critique

In a world of political upheaval, rising inequality, catastrophic climate change, and widespread doubt 
of even the most authoritative sources of information, is there a place for critique? This book calls for 
a systematic reappraisal of critical thinking—its assumptions, its practices, its genealogy, its predica-
ment—following the principle that critique can only start with self-critique. In A Time for Critique, Didier 
Fassin, Bernard E. Harcourt, and a group of eminent political theorists, anthropologists, sociologists, 
philosophers, and literary and legal scholars reflect on the multiplying contexts and forms of critical 
discourse and on the social actors and social movements engaged in them. How can one maintain 
sufficient distance from the eventful present without doing it an injustice? How can one address 
contemporary issues without repudiating the intellectual legacies of the past? How can one avoid 
the disconnection between theory and action? How can critique be both public and collective? These 
provocative questions are addressed by revisiting the works of Foucault and Arendt, Said and Césaire, 
Benjamin and Du Bois, but they are also given substance through on-the-ground case studies that treat 
subaltern criticism in Palestine, emancipatory mobilizations in Syria, the antitorture campaigns of Sri 
Lankan activists, and the abolitionism of the African American critical resistance and undercommons 
movements in the United States. Examining lucidly the present challenges of critique, A Time for 
Critique shows how its theoretical reassessment and its emerging forms can illuminate the imaginative 
modalities to rejuvenate critical praxis.

The Limits of Community

Plessner (1892-1985), a onetime student of Husserl and contemporary of Heidegger, achieved 
recognition as a German social philosopher who helped establish philosophical anthropology as a 
discipline in the post-World War II decades. Anticipating the rise of German fascism in The Limits 
of Community (1924), he presents the appeal and dangers of rejecting modern society for the sake 
of a political ideal-based community. Translator Wallace (philosophy, Sonoma State U., California) 
provides a balanced introduction to Plessner's Max Weber-influenced ideas. The volume lacks an index. 
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

Critical Terms for Literary Study, Second Edition

Since its publication in 1990, Critical Terms for Literary Study has become a landmark introduction to 
the work of literary theory—giving tens of thousands of students an unparalleled encounter with what 
it means to do theory and criticism. Significantly expanded, this new edition features six new chapters 
that confront, in different ways, the growing understanding of literary works as cultural practices. These 
six new chapters are "Popular Culture," "Diversity," "Imperialism/Nationalism," "Desire," "Ethics," and 
"Class," by John Fiske, Louis Menand, Seamus Deane, Judith Butler, Geoffrey Galt Harpham, and 
Daniel T. O'Hara, respectively. Each new essay adopts the approach that has won this book such 
widespread acclaim: each provides a concise history of a literary term, critically explores the issues 
and questions the term raises, and then puts theory into practice by showing the reading strategies the 



term permits. Exploring the concepts that shape the way we read, the essays combine to provide an 
extraordinary introduction to the work of literature and literary study, as the nation's most distinguished 
scholars put the tools of critical practice vividly to use.

Emmanuel Levinas and the Limits to Ethics

Emanuel Levinas and the Limits to Ethics highlights how radically different Jewish ethics is from 
Christian ethics, and the profound affinities that subsist between Jewish ethics and philosophical and 
political liberalism. The philosophy of Emmanuel Levinas has captured the imagination of a global 
constituency who take his absolutizing of ethical demands and his assigning primacy to ethics over all 
other branches of inquiry in his mapping of Western philosophy to be indicative of a major re-ordering 
of both personal and cultural identity. It is this re-ordering, they believe, that would restore greater 
wholeness and value to human life. In this book, Aryeh Botwinick takes issue with both the theoretical 
analysis that Levinas engages in, and the practical ethical import that he draws from it. Arguing that 
what Levinas has to say about both skepticism and negative theology can be used to re-route his 
argument away from the avowed aims of his thought, this book will be of great interest to students and 
scholars of Jewish Studies, Ethics and Philosophy.

Foucault, Marxism and Critique

In this work, originally released in 1983, Barry Smart examines the relevance of Foucault's work for 
developing an understanding of those issues which lie beyond the limits of Marxist theory and analysis 
- issues such as 'individualising' forms of power, power-knowledge relations, the rise of 'the social', 
and the associated socialisation of politics. He argues that there exist clear and substantial differences 
between Foucault's genealogical analysis and that of Marxist theory. Smart thus presents Foucault's 
work as a new form of critical theory, whose object is a critical analysis of rationalities, and of how 
relations of power are rationalised.

Conceptions of Critique in Modern and Contemporary Philosophy

Does philosophical critique have a future? What are its possibilities, limits and presuppositions? This 
collection by outstanding scholars from various traditions, responds to these questions by examining 
the forms of philosophical critique that have shaped continental thought from Spinoza and Kant to 
Marx, Foucault, Derrida and Rancière.

The Critique of Judgment (Theory of the Aesthetic Judgment & Theory of the Teleological Judgment)

The Critique of Judgment, also translated as the Critique of the Power of Judgment and more commonly 
referred to as the third Critique, is a philosophical work by Immanuel Kant. Critique of Judgment 
completes the Critical project begun in the Critique of Pure Reason and the Critique of Practical Reason 
(the first and second Critiques, respectively). The book is divided into two main sections: the Critique of 
Aesthetic Judgment and the Critique of Teleological Judgment, and also includes a large overview of 
the entirety of Kant's Critical system, arranged in its final form. The end result of Kant's Critical Project 
is that there are certain fundamental antinomies in human Reason, most particularly that there is a 
complete inability to favor on the one hand the argument that all behavior and thought is determined 
by external causes, and on the other that there is an actual "spontaneous" causal principle at work 
in human behavior. Immanuel Kant (1724-1804) was a German philosopher, who, according to the 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy is "the central figure of modern philosophy." Kant argued that 
fundamental concepts of the human mind structure human experience, that reason is the source of 
morality, that aesthetics arises from a faculty of disinterested judgment, that space and time are forms 
of our understanding, and that the world as it is "in-itself" is unknowable. Kant took himself to have 
effected a Copernican revolution in philosophy, akin to Copernicus' reversal of the age-old belief that 
the sun revolved around the earth.

The Intimate Critique

For a long time now, readers and scholars have strained against the limits of traditional literary criticism, 
whose precepts--above all, "objectivity"--seem to have so little to do with the highly personal and deeply 
felt experience of literature. The Intimate Critique marks a movement away from this tradition. With their 
rich spectrum of personal and passionate voices, these essays challenge and ultimately breach the 
boundaries between criticism and narrative, experience and expression, literature and life. Grounded 



in feminism and connected to the race, class, and gender paradigms in cultural studies, the twenty-six 
contributors to this volume--including Jane Tompkins, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Shirley Nelson Garner, 
and Shirley Goek-Lin Lim--respond in new, refreshing ways to literary subjects ranging from Homer 
to Freud, Middlemarch to The Woman Warrior, Shiva Naipaul to Frederick Douglass. Revealing the 
beliefs and formative life experiences that inform their essays, these writers characteristically recount 
the process by which their opinions took shape--a process as conducive to self-discovery as it is 
to critical insight. The result--which has been referred to as "personal writing," "experimental critical 
writing," or "intellectual autobiography"--maps a dramatic change in the direction of literary criticism. 
Contributors. Julia Balen, Dana Beckelman, Ellen Brown, Sandra M. Brown, Rosanne Kanhai-Brunton, 
Suzanne Bunkers, Peter Carlton, Brenda Daly, Victoria Ekanger, Diane P. Freedman, Olivia Frey, Shirley 
Nelson Garner, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Melody Graulich, Gail Griffin, Dolan Hubbard, Kendall, Susan 
Koppelman, Shirley Geok-Lin Lim, Linda Robertson, Carol Taylor, Jane Tompkins, Cheryl Torsney, 
Trace Yamamoto, Frances Murphy Zauhar

Critique of Information

This penetrating book raises questions about how power operates in contemporary society. It explains 
how the speed of information flows has eroded the separate space needed for critical reflection. It 
argues that there is no longer an 'outside' to the global flows of communication and that the critique of 
information must take place within the information itself. The operative unit of the information society 
is the idea. With the demise of depth reflection, reflexivity through the idea now operates external to 
the subject in its circulation through networks of humans and intelligent machines. It is these ideas that 
make the critique of information possible. This book is a major testament to the prospects of culture, 
politics and theory in the global information society.

The Way We Argue Now

How do the ways we argue represent a practical philosophy or a way of life? Are concepts of character 
and ethos pertinent to our understanding of academic debate? In this book, Amanda Anderson 
analyzes arguments in literary, cultural, and political theory, with special attention to the ways in which 
theorists understand ideals of critical distance, forms of subjective experience, and the determinants 
of belief and practice. Drawing on the resources of the liberal and rationalist tradition, Anderson 
interrogates the limits of identity politics and poststructuralism while holding to the importance of 
theory as a form of life. Considering high-profile trends as well as less noted patterns of argument, 
The Way We Argue Now addresses work in feminism, new historicism, queer theory, postcolonialism, 
cosmopolitanism, pragmatism, and proceduralism. The essays brought together here--lucid, precise, 
rigorously argued--combine pointed critique with an appreciative assessment of the productive internal 
contests and creative developments across these influential bodies of thought. Ultimately, The Way We 
Argue Now promotes a revitalized culture of argument through a richer understanding of the ways 
critical reason is practiced at the individual, collective, and institutional levels. Bringing to the fore the 
complexities of academic debate while shifting the terms by which we assess the continued influence 
of theory, it will appeal to readers interested in political theory, literary studies, cultural studies, gender 
studies, and the place of academic culture in society and politics.

Parting Ways

Judith Butler follows Edward Said’s late suggestion that through a consideration of Palestinian dispos-
session in relation to Jewish diasporic traditions a new ethos can be forged for a one-state solution. 
Butler engages Jewish philosophical positions to articulate a critique of political Zionism and its 
practices of illegitimate state violence, nationalism, and state-sponsored racism. At the same time, 
she moves beyond communitarian frameworks, including Jewish ones, that fail to arrive at a radical 
democratic notion of political cohabitation. Butler engages thinkers such as Edward Said, Emmanuel 
Levinas, Hannah Arendt, Primo Levi, Martin Buber, Walter Benjamin, and Mahmoud Darwish as she 
articulates a new political ethic. In her view, it is as important to dispute Israel’s claim to represent 
the Jewish people as it is to show that a narrowly Jewish framework cannot suffice as a basis for an 
ultimate critique of Zionism. She promotes an ethical position in which the obligations of cohabitation 
do not derive from cultural sameness but from the unchosen character of social plurality. Recovering 
the arguments of Jewish thinkers who offered criticisms of Zionism or whose work could be used for 
such a purpose, Butler disputes the specific charge of anti-Semitic self-hatred often leveled against 
Jewish critiques of Israel. Her political ethic relies on a vision of cohabitation that thinks anew about 



binationalism and exposes the limits of a communitarian framework to overcome the colonial legacy 
of Zionism. Her own engagements with Edward Said and Mahmoud Darwish form an important point 
of departure and conclusion for her engagement with some key forms of thought derived in part from 
Jewish resources, but always in relation to the non-Jew. Butler considers the rights of the dispossessed, 
the necessity of plural cohabitation, and the dangers of arbitrary state violence, showing how they can 
be extended to a critique of Zionism, even when that is not their explicit aim. She revisits and affirms 
Edward Said’s late proposals for a one-state solution within the ethos of binationalism. Butler’s startling 
suggestion: Jewish ethics not only demand a critique of Zionism, but must transcend its exclusive 
Jewishness in order to realize the ethical and political ideals of living together in radical democracy.

Character

Over the last few decades, character-based criticism has been seen as either naive or obsolete. But 
now questions of character are attracting renewed interest. Making the case for a broad-based revision 
of our understanding of character, Character rethinks these questions from the ground up. Is it really 
necessary to remind literary critics that characters are made up of words? Must we forbid identification 
with characters? Does character-discussion force critics to embrace humanism and outmoded theories 
of the subject? Across three chapters, leading scholars Amanda Anderson, Rita Felski, and Toril Moi 
reimagine and renew literary studies by engaging in a conversation about character. Moi returns to the 
fundamental theoretical assumptions that convinced literary scholars to stop doing character-criticism, 
and shows that they cannot hold. Felski turns to the question of identification and draws out its diverse 
strands, as well as its persistence in academic criticism. Anderson shows that character-criticism 
illuminates both the moral life of characters, and our understanding of literary form. In offering new 
perspectives on the question of fictional character, this thought-provoking book makes an important 
intervention in literary studies.

The Wiley Handbook of Teaching and Learning

Provides a comprehensive reference for scholars, educators, stakeholders, and the general public 
on matters influencing and directly affecting education in today’s schools across the globe This 
enlightening handbook offers current, international perspectives on the conditions in communities, 
contemporary practices in schooling, relevant research on teaching and learning, and implications 
for the future of education. It contains diverse conceptual frameworks for analyzing existing issues 
in education, including but not limited to characteristics of today’s students, assessment of student 
learning, evaluation of teachers, trends in teacher education programs, technological advances in 
content delivery, the important role for school leaders, and innovative instructional practices to increase 
student learning. The Wiley Handbook of Teaching and Learning promotes new, global approaches to 
studying the process of education, demonstrates the diversity among the constituents of schooling, 
recognizes the need for and presents a variety of approaches to teaching and learning, and details 
exemplary practices in education. Divided into four sections focused on general topics—context and 
schooling; learners and learning; teachers and teaching; and educators as learners and leaders—and 
with all-new essays that look at what has been, what is, and what could be, this book is destined 
to inspire thoughtful contemplation from readers about what it means to teach and learn. Examines 
teaching, learners, and learning from a contemporary, international perspective, presenting alternative 
views and approaches Provides a single reference source for teachers, education leaders, and agency 
administrators Summarizes recent research and theory Offers evidence-based recommendations for 
practice Includes essays from established and emerging U.S. and international scholars Each chapter 
includes a section encouraging readers to think ahead and imagine what education might be in the 
future Scholars from around the world provide a range of evidence-based ideas for improving and 
modifying current educational practices, making The Wiley Handbook of Teaching and Learning an 
important book for the global education community and those planning on entering into it.

Paper Minds

How do poems and novels create a sense of mind? What does literary criticism say in conversation 
with other disciplines that addresses problems of consciousness? In Paper Minds, Jonathan Kramnick 
takes up these vital questions, exploring the relations between mind and environment, the literary forms 
that uncover such associations, and the various fields of study that work to illuminate them. Opening 
with a discussion of how literary scholarship’s particular methods can both complement and remain 
in tension with corresponding methods particular to the sciences, Paper Minds then turns to a series 



of sharply defined case studies. Ranging from eighteenth-century poetry and haptic theories of vision, 
to fiction and contemporary problems of consciousness, to landscapes in which all matter is sentient, 
to cognitive science and the rise of the novel, Kramnick’s essays are united by a central thematic 
authority. This unified approach of these essays shows us what distinctive knowledge that literary texts 
and literary criticism can contribute to discussions of perceptual consciousness, created and natural 
environments, and skilled engagements with the world.

The Limits of Public Choice

Public choice has been one of the most important developments in the social sciences in the last twenty 
years. However there are many people who are frustrated by the uncritical importing of ideas from 
economics into political science. Public Choice uses both empirical evidence and theoretical analysis 
to argue that the economic theory of politics is limited in scope and fertility. In order to arrive at a more 
comprehensive understanding of political life, political scientists must learn from both economists and 
sociologists.

Practicing New Historicism

For almost twenty years, new historicism has been a highly controversial and influential force in literary 
and cultural studies. In Practicing the New Historicism, two of its most distinguished practitioners reflect 
on its surprisingly disparate sources and far-reaching effects. In lucid and jargon-free prose, Catherine 
Gallagher and Stephen Greenblatt focus on five central aspects of new historicism: recurrent use of 
anecdotes, preoccupation with the nature of representations, fascination with the history of the body, 
sharp focus on neglected details, and skeptical analysis of ideology. Arguing that new historicism has 
always been more a passionately engaged practice of questioning and analysis than an abstract theory, 
Gallagher and Greenblatt demonstrate this practice in a series of characteristically dazzling readings of 
works ranging from paintings by Joos van Gent and Paolo Uccello to Hamlet and Great Expectations. 
By juxtaposing analyses of Renaissance and nineteenth-century topics, the authors uncover a number 
of unexpected contrasts and connections between the two periods. Are aspects of the dispute over 
the Roman Catholic doctrine of the Eucharist detectable in British political economists' hostility to the 
potato? How does Pip's isolation in Great Expectations shed light on Hamlet's doubt? Offering not only 
an insider's view of new historicism, but also a lively dialogue between a Renaissance scholar and a 
Victorianist, Practicing the New Historicism is an illuminating and unpredictable performance by two of 
America's most respected literary scholars. "Gallagher and Greenblatt offer a brilliant introduction to 
new historicism. In their hands, difficult ideas become coherent and accessible."—Choice "A tour de 
force of new literary criticism. . . . Gallagher and Greenblatt's virtuoso readings of paintings, potatoes 
(yes, spuds), religious ritual, and novels—all 'texts'—as well as essays on criticism and the significance 
of anecdotes, are likely to take their place as model examples of the qualities of the new critical school 
that they lead. . . . A zesty work for those already initiated into the incestuous world of contemporary 
literary criticism-and for those who might like to see what all the fuss is about."—Kirkus Reviews, starred 
review

Medical Nihilism

"Medical nihilism is the view that we should have little confidence in the effectiveness of medical 
interventions. This book argues that medical nihilism is a compelling view of modern medicine. If we 
consider the frequency of failed medical interventions, the extent of misleading evidence in medical 
research, the thin theoretical basis of many interventions, and the malleability of empirical methods in 
medicine, and if we employ our best inductive framework, then our confidence in the effectiveness of 
medical interventions ought to be low" --

The Honor of Thinking

The Honor of Thinking evaluates the concepts and discourses of critique, theory, and philosophy in 
light of the exigencies of what Martin Heidegger and the French post-Heideggerian thinkers have 
established about the nature and the tasks of thinking.

Critique as Social Practice

This book provides an overview of recent debates about critical theory from Pierre Bourdieu via Luc 
Boltanski to the Frankfurt School. Robin Celikates investigates the relevance of the self-understanding 



of ordinary agents and of their practices of critique for the theoretical and emancipatory project of 
critical theory.

Fashioning Fat

For two and a half years, Amanda Czerniawski was a sociologist turned plus-size model. Journeying 
into a world where, as a size 10, she was not considered an average body type, but rather, for the 
fashion industry, “plus-sized,” Czerniawski studied the standards of work and image production in the 
plus-sized model industry. Fashioning Fat takes us through a model’s day-to-day activities, first at open 
calls at modeling agencies and then through the fashion shows and photo shoots. Czerniawski also 
interviewed 35 plus-size models about their lives in the world of fashion, bringing to life the strange 
contradictions of being an object of non-idealized beauty. Fashioning Fat shows us that the mission of 
many of these models is to challenge our standards of beauty that privilege the thin body; they show 
us that fat can be sexy. Many plus-size models do often succeed in overcoming years of self-loathing 
and shame over their bodies, yet, as Czerniawski shows, these women are not the ones in charge 
of beauty’s construction or dissemination. At the corporate level, the fashion industry perpetuates 
their objectification. Plus-size models must conform to an image created by fashion’s tastemakers, 
as their bodies must fit within narrowly defined parameters of size and shape—an experience not too 
different from that of straight-sized models. Ultimately, plus-size models find that they are still molding 
their bodies to fit an image instead of molding an image of beauty to fit their bodies. A much-needed 
behind-the-scenes look at this growing industry, Fashioning Fat is a fascinating, unique, and important 
contribution to our understanding of beauty.

The Limits to Capital

A major rereading of Marx’s critique of political economy Now a classic of Marxian economics, The 
Limits to Capital provides one of the best theoretical guides to the history and geography of capitalist 
development. In this edition, Harvey updates his seminal text with a substantial discussion of the turmoil 
in world markets today. Delving into concepts such as “fictitious capital” and “uneven geographical 
development,” Harvey takes the reader step by step through layers of crisis formation, beginning with 
Marx’s controversial argument concerning the falling rate of profit and closing with a timely foray into 
the geopolitical and geographical implications of Marx’s work.

Thinking with Literature

To speak of 'thinking with literature' is to make the assumption that literature (in the broadest sense) 
is neither a side-show nor a side-issue in human cultures: it belongs to the spectrum of imaginative 
modes that includes both philosophical and scientific thought. Whether one regards it as a practice 
or as an archive, literature is highly pervasive, robust, enduring, and pregnant with values. Thinking 
with Literature argues that what it affords above all is a way of thinking, whether for writer, reader, or 
critic. Literature constitutes one of the prime instruments of cultural improvisation; it is the embodiment 
of a powerful, inventive, and ever-changing cognitive agency. As such, it invites a cognitive mode of 
criticism, one which asserts the priority of the individual literary work as a unique product of human 
cognition. In this book, discussions of topics, arguments, and hypotheses from the cognitive sciences, 
philosophy, and the theory of communication are woven into the fabric of a critical analysis which 
insists on the value of close reading: a poem by Yeats, a scene from Shakespeare, novels by Mme de 
Lafayette, Conrad, Frantzen, stories from Winnie-the-Pooh, and many others appear here on their own 
terms, with their own cognitive energies. Written in an accessible style, Thinking with Literature speaks 
both to mainstream readers of literature and to specialists in cognitive studies.

Politics of Culture and the Spirit of Critique

This book of tightly woven dialogues engages prominent thinkers in a discussion about the role of 
culture-broadly construed-in contemporary society and politics. Faced with the conceptual inflation of 
the notion of 'culture,' which now imposes itself as an indispensable issue in contemporary moral and 
political debates, these dynamic exchanges seek to rethink culture and critique beyond the schematic 
models that have often predominated, such as the opposition between "mainstream multiculturalism" 
and the "clash of civilizations." Prefaced by an introduction relating current cultural debates to the critical 
theory tradition, this book examines the politics of culture and the spirit of critique from three different 
vantage points. To begin, Gabriel Rockhill and Alfredo Gomez-Muller provide a stage-setting dialogue, 
followed by discussions with two major representatives of contemporary critical theory: Seyla Benhabib 



and Nancy Fraser. Working at the horizons of this tradition, Judith Butler, Immanuel Wallerstein, and 
Cornel West then provide important critical perspectives on cultural politics. The book's concluding 
section engages with Michael Sandel and Will Kymlicka, who work out of the Rawlsian tradition yet 
are uniquely concerned with the issue of culture, broadly understood. The epilogue, an interview with 
Axel Honneth, returns to the core issue of critical theory in cultural politics. Ranging from recent 
developments and progressive interventions in critical theory to dialogues that incorporate its insights 
into larger discussions of social and political philosophy, this book sharpens old critical tools while 
developing new strategies for rethinking the role of 'culture' in contemporary society.

Critique of Political Reason

Rgis Debray's major new work is an exploration of the foundations and limits of political discourse 
and action. Focusing, with his familiar verve and fluency, on the mechanism through which ideologies 
mobilize historical subjects, Debray argues that there is a common pattern in all great political or 
religious movements. Each possesses an apparatus that releases affective charges of belonging and 
closure; each is tended by bodies of functionaries who maintain its continuity and transmit its doctrines. 
The great mobilizing ideologies-Christianity, Islam, Marxism-deploy corps of priests, teachers, cadres. 
The real foundation of "political reason\
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