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The restoration of human dignity is a fundamental process aimed at empowering individuals and 
communities to reclaim their inherent worth and respect. This critical endeavor involves ensuring 
basic human rights, fostering environments of justice and equality, and actively working to overcome 
conditions that diminish an individual's sense of self-worth and autonomy, ultimately allowing everyone 
to live a life of profound value.
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Restoration of Human Dignity

The Study Is Based On Field Survey And Case Studies In Selected Areas Of Different Region Of 
The Country. Examines Whether Benefits Of Development Programmes Have Reached The Scav-
engers-Which Were The Target Groups, The Respone Of Scavengers, Any Improvements, Suggestions 
Etc. 6 Chapters, Appendix.

God and Human Dignity

The concept of human dignity has been stripped from its traditional context in Christian thought, 
becoming "a moral trump frayed by heavy use," but a compelling alternate vision has not yet emerged. 
"God and Human Dignity" offers a fresh restatement of the nature and scope of human dignity in 
Christian perspective. Theologians, ethicists, and biblical scholars from around the world here examine 
the dimensions of human worth in the light of sacred Scripture, doctrine, and ecclesial practice. 
In contrast to modernity's often monochromatic accounts of human dignity in terms of freedom or 
rationality, these essays argue that human dignity in Christian perspective is a "many-splendored 
thing" reflecting humanity's participation in the divine drama of creation, redemption, and new creation. 
Representing disciplines across the academic spectrum, the essays in "God and Human Dignity" 
offer systematic and scriptural perspectives on human dignity that connect to a host of pressing 
contemporary issues. Contributors: C. Clifton Black, Russell Botman, Don Browing, J. Kameron Carter, 
Elaine Graham, Robert W. Jensen, James L. Mays, M. Douglas Meeks, Esther Menn, Peter Ochs, John 
Polkinghorne, Hans Reinders, Gerhard Sauter, Christoph Schwvbel, R. Kendall Soulen, Fraser Watts, 
Michael Welker, and Linda Woodhead.D

The Concept of Human Dignity in Human Rights Discourse

The notion of human dignity plays a central role in human rights discourse. According to the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights recognition of the inherent dignity and inalienable rights of all members 
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of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world. The international 
Covenants on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and on Civil and Political Rights state that all 
human rights derive from inherent dignity of the human person. Some modern constitutions include 
human dignity as a fundamental non-derogable right; others mention it as a right to be protected 
alongside other rights. It is not only lawyers concerned with human rights who have to contend with the 
concept of human dignity. The concept has been discussed by, inter alia, theologians, philosophers, 
and anthropologists. In this book leading scholars in constitutional and international law, human rights, 
theology, philosophy, history and classics, from various countries, discuss the concept of human dignity 
from differing perspectives. These perspectives help to elucidate the meaning of the concept in human 
rights discourse.

Harm, Healing, and Human Dignity

Harm, Healing, and Human Dignity is a faith formation resource to help parishes, small groups, 
and individual believers reflect on the Catholic call to restorative justice. Through Scripture, Catholic 
teaching, eye-opening statistics, and personal stories, each chapter prompts prayerful consideration 
of the place of human dignity and the common good as we respond to harm, violence, and the death 
penalty in the United States. Prepared in cooperation with the highly regarded Catholic Mobilizing 
Network for the Abolition of the Death Penalty, Harm, Healing, and Human Dignity will help Catholics 
consider what it means to choose hope over death and redemption over vengeance. It's a choice that 
can foster healing, transform relationships, and build the culture of life to which our Catholic faith calls 
us.

The Inherence of Human Dignity

Focused at the theoretical level, this volume seeks to clarify our understanding of various historical and 
contemporary concepts of human dignity. It examines the various meanings of the term ‘dignity’ before 
looking at the philosophical sources of dignity and both religious and secular attempts to provide a 
grounding for the notion. It also compares the merits and defects of older and newer concepts of dignity, 
including extensions of dignity to groups, animals, and machines.

Human Rights and Human Dignity

Inspiring Christians to see people as God sees them and make a difference As Christians, we want 
to make a difference in this world. We want to have an impact not only on our immediate family and 
community, but on wider social issues. We want to protect the vulnerable and engage with the issues 
that really matter. But how? This book shows us how wonderful, liberating and empowering it is to be 
made in God’s image. It will change how we see ourselves and other people. Some will feel the call to 
run for office... others will roll up their sleeves and join the good work of non-profit ministry... and others 
might simply find little ways to incorporate this vision of human dignity into their everyday lives, and 
change their community one word, one action, one person at a time. Dan Darling shows us that each 
one of us can be, and are called to be, part of this new movement-a human dignity revolution that our 
societies desperately need, and how we-you-are uniquely placed to join. This compelling book shows 
you how to join the dignity revolution.

The Dignity Revolution

"If only because power naturally and necessarily follows property, concentrated ownership of the means 
of production is the most serious political and economic problem in the world today. People as diverse 
as Karl Marx and Pope John Paul II have viewed this 'ownership gap' as a root cause of fundamental 
social problems. It is, as well, a result of flawed and unjust laws and institutions. These, in turn, create 
flagrant inequalities of economic opportunity and personal freedom. A social order that systematically 
concentrates economic power must therefore be viewed as an explicit offense against human dignity. 
The question becomes what to do about it." - Introduction to THE RESTORATION OF PROPERTY In 
1936 Hilaire Belloc, with G. K. Chesterton revered as one of the founders of "distributism," wrote of 
"the restoration of property." Trapped within what Louis Kelso and Mortimer Adler called the slavery of 
past savings (THE NEW CAPITALISTS, 1961), however, Belloc's insightful analysis suffered from the 
lack of an effective program of implementation. The best he could do was to recommend burdening 
the rich with laws and regulations to keep them from using their power to prevent capital acquisition by 
others. A better, "Just Third Way" solution would be to remove systemic barriers in the form of flawed 
tax, monetary, financial and legal systems that inhibit or prevent capital acquisition by the non-rich. At 



a time when most people are focused on the results of seriously flawed tax, monetary and fiscal policy, 
and seek government assistance to stave off the effects of generations of bad decisions, this short book 
by Michael D. Greaney, Director of Research for the Center for Economic and Social Justice (CESJ), 
suggests a better alternative: focus on the causes of the growing wealth gap and other problems. We 
need to take a hard look at our institutions, especially taxation, money and credit, and determine how 
these hinder access to the means of acquiring and possessing property in capital today, and what 
needs to be changed so they can help us rather than hinder us tomorrow. Mr. Greaney is also the 
author of IN DEFENSE OF HUMAN DIGNITY (2008) and SUPPORTING LIFE: THE CASE FOR A 
PRO-LIFE ECONOMIC AGENDA (2010).

The Restoration of Property

In societies like Bosnia or Rwanda, deep divisions along ethnic and religious lines and the legacy 
of years of atrocities and violence pose serious challenges to liberal forms of consensus. People do 
not recognise themselves asmembers of a political community, and identity politics is pursued at the 
expense of liberal democratic projects and reconciliation programmes. This book explores the nature 
and role of civil society in deeply divided societies. Civil society is presented here as the spherewhere 
a shared 'culture of civility' emerges. The 'culture of civility' enables individuals to become part of a 
community of citizens and accept to reciprocate on the basis of some basic universal values, such 
as the protection of human dignity. The last chapter on Bosnia shows that relevance of civil society 
crucially depends on its capacity to represent the sphere where individuals are able to recognize and 
deal with transitional issues by appealing to the Bosnian 'culture of civility' and developing a sense of 
justice based on a shared understanding of the idea of human dignity.

From Identity-Conflict to Civil Society Restoring Human Dignity and Pluralism in Deeply Divided 
Societies

Authoritative multi-contributor work investigating the concept of dignity and what it means to people in 
their working lives.

Dimensions of Dignity at Work

Degradation, dehumanization, instrumentalization, humiliation, and nonrecognition – these concepts 
point to ways in which we understand human beings to be violated in their dignity. Violations of human 
dignity are brought about by concrete practices and conditions; some commonly acknowledged, such 
as torture and rape, and others more contested, such as poverty and exclusion. This volume collates 
reflections on such concepts and a range of practices, deepening our understanding of human dignity 
and its violation, bringing to the surface interrelationships and commonalities, and pointing to the 
values that are thereby shown to be in danger. In presenting a streamlined discussion from a negative 
perspective, complemented by conclusions for a positive account of human dignity, the book is at once 
a contribution to the body of literature on what dignity is and how it should be protected as well as 
constituting an alternative, fresh and focused perspective relevant to this significant recurring debate. 
As the concept of human dignity itself crosses disciplinary boundaries, this is mirrored in the unique 
range of perspectives brought by the book’s European and American contributors – in philosophy and 
ethics, law, human rights, literature, cultural studies and interdisciplinary research. This volume will 
be of interest to social and moral philosophers, legal and human rights theorists, practitioners and 
students.

Humiliation, Degradation, Dehumanization

This thought-provoking introduction provides an incisive overview of dignity law, a field of law emerging 
in every region of the globe that touches all significant aspects of the human experience. Through an 
examination of the burgeoning case law in this area, James R. May and Erin Daly reveal a strong 
overlapping consensus surrounding the meaning of human dignity as a legal right and a fundamental 
value of nations large and small, and how this global jurisprudence is redefining the relationship 
between individuals and the state.

Advanced Introduction to Human Dignity and Law

"The Catholic Church in its social teaching has consistently rooted its mission in the dignity of the 
human person created in the image of God. For three years Catholic scholars from various disciplines 



participated in a seminar on human dignity. The fruits of their conversation are presented in this 
engaging and readable collection." "Ideal for college courses on religious and social issues or adult 
education groups, the essays in this volume are also useful for personal study."--BOOK JACKET.Title 
Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Made in God's Image

This volume is devoted to exploring a subject which, on the surface, might appear to be just a trending 
topic. In fact, it is much more than a trend. It relates to an ancient, permanent issue which directly 
connects with people’s life and basic needs: the recognition and protection of individuals’ dignity, in 
particular the inherent worthiness of the most vulnerable human beings. The content of this book is 
described well enough by its title: ‘Human Dignity of the Vulnerable in the Age of Rights’. Certainly, we 
do not claim that only the human dignity of vulnerable people should be recognized and protected. 
We rather argue that, since vulnerability is part of the human condition, human vulnerability is not at 
odds with human dignity. To put it simply, human dignity is compatible with vulnerability. A concept of 
human dignity which discards or denies the dignity of the vulnerable and weak is at odds with the 
real human condition. Even those individuals who might seem more skilled and talented are fragile, 
vulnerable and limited. We need to realize that human condition is not limitless. It is crucial to re-discover 
a sense of moderation regarding ourselves, a sense of reality concerning our own nature. Some lines 
of thought take the opposite view. It is sometimes argued that humankind is – or is called to be – 
powerful, and that the time will come when there will be no vulnerability, no fragility, no limits at all. 
Human beings will become like God (or what believers might think God to be). This perspective rejects 
human vulnerability as in intrinsic evil. Those who are frail or weak, who are not autonomous or not 
able to care for themselves, do not possess dignity. In this volume it is claimed that vulnerability is an 
inherent part of human condition, and because human dignity belongs to all individuals, laws are called 
to recognize and protect the rights of all of them, particularly of those who might appear to be more 
vulnerable and fragile.

Human Dignity of the Vulnerable in the Age of Rights

Have you ever faced a moment of truth ? A moment when you knew that something in your life was 
changing or was going to change and things would not be the same again afterwards? No matter what 
you did, even if you did nothing, that would not change the fact that you could not go back to the way 
things were before. Sometimes these moments build slowly over time until we reach a point of no return. 
Sometimes these moments come suddenly with absolutely no warning whatsoever. Either way we are 
left with the realization that what comes next is a mystery. Our next decision may be an act of faith or an 
act of desperation and during these times it is difficult to know the difference.Moment of Truth is in fact 
a ?meta-biography? of the everyday people I have encounter in search of understanding life changing 
events in their lives. Some may find some personal awareness in having shared similar experiences in 
life. For others, it may provide some clarity into seeking professional guidance in the effort to restore 
personal balance in disrupted and fragmented lives. In working in the field of Psychology, it is difficult 
to not be in awe of the resiliency of the human spirit. As each life unfolded its history of trauma and 
achievement, scores of individuals became the collective contributors to a story of the emergence of 
humanity that transcends all my collective formal education in the various social sciences. From this 
?meta-biography? emerges a worldview that has dramatically impacted my own vision of the struggle 
for human dignity and meaning in a world where life experiences can sometimes defy reason and inflict 
mortal wounds on the human spirit.

Moments of Truth

Human dignity: social movements invoke it, several national constitutions enshrine it, and it features 
prominently in international human rights documents. But what is human dignity, why is it important, and 
what is its relationship to human rights? This book offers a sophisticated and comprehensive defence of 
the view that human dignity is the moral heart of human rights. First, it clarifies the network of concepts 
associated with dignity. Paramount within this network is a core notion of human dignity as an inherent, 
non-instrumental, egalitarian, and high-priority normative status of human persons. People have this 
status in virtue of their valuable human capacities rather than as a result of their national origin and 
other conventional features. Second, it shows how human dignity gives rise to an inspiring ideal of 
solidaristic empowerment, which calls us to support people's pursuit of a flourishing life by affirming 
both negative duties not to block or destroy, and positive duties to protect and facilitate, the development 



and exercise of the valuable capacities at the basis of their dignity. The most urgent of these duties are 
correlative to human rights. Third, this book illustrates how the proposed dignitarian approach allows us 
to articulate the content, justification, and feasible implementation of specific human rights, including 
contested ones, such as the rights to democratic political participation and to decent labour conditions. 
Finally, this book's dignitarian approach helps illuminate the arc of humanist justice, identifying both 
the difference and the continuity between the basic requirements of human rights and more expansive 
requirements of social justice such as those defended by liberal egalitarians and democratic socialists. 
Human dignity is indeed the moral heart of human rights. Understanding it enables us to defend human 
rights as the urgent ethical and political project that puts humanity first.

Restoring Human Dignity and Building Self-reliance

This book examines the issues related to human rights of Dalits in the context of changes in the 
socio-economic structure of the country. While analysing the atrocities perpetrated on the Dalits, it 
also discusses their aspirations and achievements during the last five decades of Independence. The 
volume also deals with the status of scavengers the most neglected and deprived section among 
the Dalits in various states of India namely Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan, Bihar, Karnataka 
and Gujarat. It especially examines the issues related to liberation and rehabilitation of scavengers in 
different parts of the country. The book thus, will be of considerable interest to the social scientists, 
social workers and activists and all those who are interested in contemporary Indian society in general 
and in issues related to rights and dignity of Dalits in particular.

Human Dignity and Human Rights

Have you ever faced a moment of truth ? A moment when you knew that something in your life was 
changing or was going to change and things would not be the same again afterwards? No matter 
what you did, even if you did nothing, that would not change the fact that you could not go back to the 
way things were before. Sometimes these moments build slowly over time until we reach a point of no 
return. Sometimes these moments come suddenly with absolutely no warning whatsoever. Either way 
we are left with the realization that what comes next is a mystery. Our next decision may be an act of 
faith or an act of desperation and during these times it is difficult to know the difference.This book is 
an exploration of the manner in which people were transformed in these moments uncovering a new 
vision of themselves and their perspective on living. In order to find meaning for ourselves, we must 
first have the courage to live in a manner that has meaning and purpose. On order to find fulfillment for 
ourselves, we must first have the courage to explore the possibilities that life itself has to offer.. Moments 
of Truth is in fact a "meta-biography". Some may find some personal awareness in having shared 
similar experiences in life. For others, it may provide some clarity into seeking professional guidance 
in the effort to restore personal balance in disrupted and fragmented lives. In working in the field of 
Psychology, it is difficult to not be in awe of the resiliency of the human spirit. As each life unfolded its 
history of trauma and achievement, scores of individuals became the collective contributors to a story 
of the emergence of humanity that transcends all my collective formal education in the various social 
sciences. From this "meta-biography" emerges a worldview that has dramatically impacted my own 
vision of the struggle for human dignity and meaning in a world where life experiences can sometimes 
defy reason and inflict mortal wounds on the human spirit.

Restoration of Human Rights and Dignity to Dalits

The concept of 'human dignity' has become central to politics, law and theology but is little understood. 
This book presents a wide-ranging collection of edited essays from specialists in law, theology, politics 
and history and seeks to define the main areas of current debates about the concept in these 
disciplines.

Moments of Truth

In everything from philosophical ethics to legal argument to public activism, it has become common-
place to appeal to the idea of human dignity. In such contexts, the concept of dignity typically signifies 
something like the fundamental moral status belonging to all humans. Remarkably, however, it is only 
in the last century that this meaning of the term has become standardized. Before this, dignity was 
instead a concept associated with social status. Unfortunately, this transformation remains something 
of a mystery in existing scholarship. Exactly when and why did "dignity" change its meaning? And 
before this change, was it truly the case that we lacked a conception of human worth akin to the one 



that "dignity" now represents? In this volume, leading scholars across a range of disciplines attempt 
to answer such questions by clarifying the presently murky history of "dignity," from classical Greek 
thought through the Middle Ages and Enlightenment to the present day.

Understanding Human Dignity

This volume brings together a collection of essays that rigorously examine the concept of human dignity 
from its metaphysical foundations to its polemical deployment in bioethical controversies. It explores the 
source and meaning of human dignity, examines the legitimacy of the concept of dignity in documents 
by international political bodies, and looks at the rhetoric of human dignity in specific controversies: 
embryonic stem cell research, abortion, human-animal chimeras, euthanasia and palliative care, 
psychotropic drugs, and assisted reproductive technologies.

Dignity

As the world negotiates immense loss and questions of how to memorialize, the contributions in this 
volume evaluate the role of culture as a means to promote reconciliation, either between formerly war-
ring parties, perpetrators and survivors, governments and communities, or within the self. Post-Conflict 
Memorialization: Missing Memorials, Absent Bodies reflects on a distinct aspect of mourning work: the 
possibility to move towards recovery, while in a period of grief, waiting, silence, or erasure. Drawing on 
ethnographic data and archival material from Bosnia-Herzegovina, Argentina, Palestine, Israel, Wales, 
Peru, Colombia, Hungary, Chile, Pakistan, and India, the authors analyze how memorialization and 
commemoration is practiced by communities who have experienced trauma and violence, while in the 
absence of memorials, mutual acknowledgement, and the bodies of the missing. This timely volume 
will appeal to undergraduate and postgraduate students, postdoctoral researchers, and scholars with 
an interest in memory studies, sociology, history, politics, conflict, and peace studies

JUSTICE AND HUMAN DIGNITY IN AFRICA

Society and Law: Grit Kamir

Human Dignity in Bioethics

Report of a seminar on Ethical & Spiritual Dimensions of Social Progress organized by the Secretariat 
of the U.N. in the context of the preparation of the World Summit for Social Development, or Social 
Summit, Copenhagen, 6-12 March 1995. Participants came from different regions, walks of life, cultures 
& beliefs. Extracts from contributions by participants include aspects of the spirit of the time; notes 
on the spirit of humankind; human dignity & human rights; sectoral perspectives; market & social 
darwinism; universal value of love; individualism in modern science; human dignity as a central value; 
& elements for a new discourse.

Post-Conflict Memorialization

The Punta del Este Declaration, and this book devoted to elaborating upon it, is devoted to exploring 
the ways that human dignity for everyone everywhere can be a useful tool in helping to address the 
challenges and strains facing human rights in the world today. In 2018, an initiative was instigated to 
revitalize the human rights project by way of engaging the notion of human dignity. This resulted in the 
Punta Del Este Declaration on Human Dignity for Everyone Everywhere (Punta Del Este Declaration), 
a declaration co-authored by over 30 human rights experts from all over the world. The Punta Del Este 
Declaration simplifies and brings coherence to the concept of human dignity into 10 brief statements 
that would capture the many dimensions and aspects of human dignity and the practical ways that 
human dignity is useful in the promotion of human rights. This book provides an overview of how the 
notion of human dignity has been used to strengthen human rights. It discusses how human dignity 
plays many different roles in human rights discourse and has the force to revitalize the human rights 
project; it is the foundational principle upon which the human rights project is built. But it is also the telos, 
or end goal, of human rights. At the same time, it is an important evaluative mechanism for assessing 
how well a country is doing in the implementation of human rights. The book will be a valuable resource 
for all those working in the areas of International Human Rights Law, Legal Philosophy and Law and 
Religion.

Concept of Human Dignity in Human Rights Discourse



This encyclopaedia provides a comprehensive overview of major theories and approaches to the study 
of peace and conflict across different humanities and social sciences disciplines. Peace and conflict 
studies (PCS) is one of the major sub-disciplines of international studies (including political science and 
international relations), and has emerged from a need to understand war, related systems and concepts 
and how to respond to it afterward. As a living reference work, easily discoverable and searchable, 
the Palgrave Encyclopedia of Peace and Conflict Studies offers solid material for understanding the 
foundational, historical, and contemporary themes, concepts, theories, events, organisations, and 
frameworks concerning peace, conflict, security, rights, institutions and development. The Palgrave 
Encyclopaedia of Peace and Conflict Studies brings together leading and emerging scholars from 
different disciplines to provide the most comprehensive and up-to-date resource on peace and conflict 
studies ever produced.

Ethical and Spiritual Dimensions of Social Progress

This book articulates and establishes a spiritual foundation to human dignity, built primarily from a 
Judeo-Christian scriptural basis. It harmonizes the principles of human dignity and faith, joining them 
into one cohesive system. The core of the book is written with a pastoral style, reaching out to many 
souls whose dignity may have been undermined in any number of ways, to build up their souls, 
strengthen and encourage them, and give them hope. Portions of the book are also written with a 
didactic style earning the submission of this document as a charter for the global community. This book 
is written for four targeted audiences: world, civic, and religious leaders, professionals and volunteers 
who serve those whose dignity is more vulnerable to compromise, those wanting to learn about a 
spiritual foundation of dignity, and all whose dignity may have been undermined in any way.

Dignity and International Human Rights Law

The restoration of creation offers the perspective through which Calvin’s heritage is analyzed and made 
fruitful for contemporary Reformed theology. Restoration through Redemption shows that Calvin’s 
theology hinges on Christology, but extends to the whole creation.

The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Peace and Conflict Studies

Misunderstandings about what it means for humans to be created in God's image have wreaked 
devastation throughout history -- for example, slavery in the U. S., genocide in Nazi Germany, and 
the demeaning of women everywhere. In Dignity and Destiny John Kilner explores what the Bible itself 
teaches about humanity being in God's image. He discusses in detail all of the biblical references to the 
image of God, interacts extensively with other work on the topic, and documents how misunderstand-
ings of it have been so problematic. People made according to God's image, Kilner says, have a special 
connection with God and are intended to be a meaningful reflection of him. Because of sin, they don't 
actually reflect him very well, but Kilner shows why the popular idea that sin has damaged the image 
of God is mistaken. He also clarifies the biblical difference between being God's image (which Christ 
is) and being in God's image (which humans are). He explains how humanity's creation and renewal 
in God's image are central, respectively, to human dignity and destiny. Locating Christ at the center of 
what God's image means, Kilner charts a constructive way forward and reflects on the tremendously 
liberating impact that a sound understanding of the image of God can have in the world today.

Human Dignity

What does it mean to flourish? Human flourishing lies at the heart of the good news of the gospel, and 
yet contemporary theologies know not only one way of speaking about what it means to flourish. If we 
embed our theological grammars of flourishing in the doctrine of salvation, as the doctrine in which 
theological flourishing talk is arguably rooted and from which rich fruit may be borne, there is not one 
but various ways in which to speak about what it means to flourish. Yet what governs our speaking? 
Why do we speak of flourishing as we do? The various conceptions of human flourishing that are 
outlined in this book – piety, joy, and comfort; being fully alive, healing, and dignity; grace, happiness, 
and blessing – represent a collection of attempts not only to imagine human flourishing, but also to 
imagine ways of speaking about human flourishing. Perhaps what theology could offer to the vibrant 
and robust conversations on human flourishing lies exactly in the reminder to take care about how we 
speak about that which is truly and deeply human: our longing to flourish.

Human Dignity: This Century and the Next



This book brings together the uBuntu jurisprudence of South Africa, as well as the most cutting-edge 
critical essays about South African jurisprudence on uBuntu. Can indigenous values be rendered 
compatible with a modern legal system? This book raises some of the most pressing questions in 
cultural, political, and legal theory.

Restoration Through Redemption:John Calvin Revisited

"Summaries of the 2018 Punta del Este Declaration with reflections on human dignity by some of its 
signatories and illustrated with portraits of people world-wide"--

Dignity and Destiny

This volume offers an empirical perspective on the so-called first generation of human rights. It explores 
the legitimization of these human rights by individual people, both because of their religion and because 
of their vision of what constitutes human dignity. The book addresses such issues as the foundation 
of human rights, the necessity of a broader conversation about human rights, aspects of freedom of 
religion, and the role of religion in Belarus, Britain, Chile, Germany, Italy, Nigeria, Norway and Tanzania. 
Taking an international comparative perspective, the volume answers the question as to what extent 
adolescents in different countries support civil human rights and what influences their attitudes towards 
these rights. As the diversity of the contributions in this volume shows, the relationship between religion 
and civil human rights is complex and multifaceted. Studying this complicated relationship calls for a 
variety of theoretical perspectives and rigorous empirical testing in different national contexts. This 
book’s empirical approach provides an important complementary perspective for legal, political and 
public debates.

Homo Florens?

The Gift of Justice offers an invaluable scriptural perspective on justice. What does justice mean to 
God? The Gift of Justice begins with a straightforward definition, which is that justice is right behavior 
that is equitable and fair for everyone. That concept is then developed more fully from scripture in 
order to offer a comprehensive paradigm for achieving true justice in our day...which truly is justice 
that is timeless. Additional themes include discussion of the idea that a society's real view of justice 
can be seen in the way it treats its most defenseless people. The concept of biblical justice is expertly 
developed through 40 daily devotionals that include a discussion of a key aspect of justice, a scriptural 
passage relevant to that concept, a short prayer, and an opportunity for the reader to note reflections.

UBuntu and the Law

Connecting three generations of critical theorists, this edited collection focuses on the mutual com-
plementarity between the concept of "human dignity" and the theory and practice of human rights. 
Human dignity has recently emerged as a controversial theme in the philosophy of human rights 
and has become the subject of a growing debate involving theological, political, juridical, moral, and 
biomedical perspectives. Previously, interpretations of this concept took for granted specific definitions 
of this term without accounting for the perspective offered by a "Critical Theory of Human Rights." This 
interdisciplinary perspective relies on a tradition that goes from Immanuel Kant to Jürgen Habermas, 
influences new generations, and sheds more light on how human dignity is used (and abused) in 
contemporary discourses. Based on this tradition, the contributors sustain an engaged discussion 
of the topic and address issues such as domination, colonialism, multiculturalism, globalization, and 
cosmopolitanism. Informed by different contexts, each author offers a unique contribution to distinctive 
aspects of the necessary internal correlation between human dignity and human rights. This book will 
be of interest to students and researchers in human rights in Europe, North America, and Latin America 
and readers in the areas of political science, philosophy, sociology, law, and international relations.

Points of Light

In Search of Human Dignity
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