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The English Reformation sparked a dramatic period of iconoclasm, where the destruction of 'broken 
idols' – from statues to shrines – symbolized a profound shift in religious practice and belief. This 
movement rejected traditional Catholic veneration, asserting new Protestant theological doctrines and 
fundamentally reshaping England's sacred visual landscape.
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Broken Idols of the English Reformation

Why were so many religious images and objects broken and damaged in the course of the Refor-
mation? Margaret Aston's magisterial new book charts the conflicting imperatives of destruction and 
rebuilding throughout the English Reformation from the desecration of images, rails and screens to 
bells, organs and stained glass windows. She explores the motivations of those who smashed images 
of the crucifixion in stained glass windows and who pulled down crosses and defaced symbols of the 
Trinity. She shows that destruction was part of a methodology of religious revolution designed to change 
people as well as places and to forge in the long term new generations of new believers. Beyond 
blanked walls and whited windows were beliefs and minds impregnated by new modes of religious 
learning. Idol-breaking with its emphasis on the treacheries of images fundamentally transformed not 
only Anglican ways of worship but also of seeing, hearing and remembering.
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"Why were so many religious images and objects broken and damaged in the course of the Refor-
mation? Margaret Aston's magisterial new book charts the conflicting imperatives of destruction and 
rebuilding throughout the English Reformation from the desecration of images, rails and screens to 
bells, organs and stained glass windows. She explores the motivations of those who smashed images 
of the crucifixion in stained glass windows and who pulled down crosses and defaced symbols of the 
Trinity. She shows that destruction was part of a methodology of religious revolution designed to change 
people as well as places and to forge in the long term new generations of new believers. Beyond 
blanked walls and whited windows were beliefs and minds impregnated by new modes of religious 
learning. Idol-breaking with its emphasis on the treacheries of images fundamentally transformed not 
only Anglican ways of worship but also of seeing, hearing and remembering"--

Broken Idols of the English Reformation

Rejection of idolatry during the Reformation had dramatic and far-reaching effects on English society: 
the removal of color and ornament from churches, the alteration of divine and secular laws, and the 
destruction of an enormous amount of religious art. This study looks at the changes in sixteenth-century 
theology that brought about iconoclasm and offers new insight into a central aspect of the Reformation.

England's Iconoclasts: Laws against images

The dramatic religious revolutions of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries involved a battle over 
social memory. On one side, the Reformation repudiated key aspects of medieval commemorative 
culture; on the other, traditional religion claimed that Protestantism was a religion without memory. This 
volume shows how religious memory was sometimes attacked and extinguished, while at other times 
rehabilitated in a modified guise. It investigates how new modes of memorialisation were embodied 
in texts, material objects, images, physical buildings, rituals, and bodily gestures. Attentive to the 
roles played by denial, amnesia, and fabrication, it also considers the retrospective processes by 
which the English Reformation became identified as an historic event. Examining dissident as well 
as official versions of this story, this richly illustrated, interdisciplinary collection traces how memory 
of the religious revolution evolved in the two centuries following the Henrician schism, and how the 
Reformation embedded itself in the early modern cultural imagination.

Memory and the English Reformation

In the sixteenth century, the people of England witnessed the physical transformation of their most 
valued buildings: their parish churches. This is the first ever full-scale investigation of the dramatic 
changes experienced by the English parish church during the English Reformation. By drawing on a 
wealth of documentary evidence, including court records, wills and church wardens' accounts, and by 
examining the material remains themselves - such as screens, fonts, paintings, monuments, windows 
and other artefacts - found in churches today, Robert Whiting reveals how, why and by whom these 
ancient buildings were transformed. He explores the reasons why Catholics revered the artefacts found 
in churches as well as why these objects became the subject of Protestant suspicion and hatred in 
subsequent years. This richly illustrated account sheds new light on the acts of destruction as well as 
the acts of creation that accompanied religious change over the course of the 'long' Reformation.

The Reformation of the English Parish Church

The Transformations of Tragedy explores different Christian influences, from the Early Modern to 
Modern periods, upon the development of post-classical Western tragedy.

The Transformations of Tragedy

Originally published in 1958, this book provides a comprehensive study of Cambridge University during 
the Reformation and the broader impact of religious reform in Tudor England. Life within the University 
is presented as a lens through which the broader alliances and conflicts of the Tudor age can be viewed. 
As stated in the introduction, 'The story is that of the Reformation in England, told from a certain angle'. 
The text is divided into three main sections: 'Humanists, Reformers and Exiles'; 'The Puritans and 
Authority'; and 'The Universe of Grace'. A detailed bibliography is also included. This book will be of 
value to anyone with an interest in Tudor England, the Reformation and the history of Cambridge.

Reformation and Reaction in Tudor Cambridge



An engaging, richly illustrated account of parish churches and churchgoers in England, from the 
Anglo-Saxons to the mid-sixteenth century Parish churches were at the heart of English religious and 
social life in the Middle Ages and the sixteenth century. In this comprehensive study, Nicholas Orme 
shows how they came into existence, who staffed them, and how their buildings were used. He explains 
who went to church, who did not attend, how people behaved there, and how they—not merely the 
clergy—affected how worship was staged. The book provides an accessible account of what happened 
in the daily and weekly services, and how churches marked the seasons of Christmas, Lent, Easter, and 
summer. It describes how they celebrated the great events of life: birth, coming of age, and marriage, 
and gave comfort in sickness and death. A final chapter covers the English Reformation in the sixteenth 
century and shows how, alongside its changes, much that went on in parish churches remained as 
before.

Going to Church in Medieval England

In the fifty years between 1530 and 1580, England moved from being one of the most lavishly Catholic 
countries in Europe to being a Protestant nation, a land of whitewashed churches and antipapal 
preaching. What was the impact of this religious change in the countryside? And how did country 
people feel about the revolutionary upheavals that transformed their mental and material worlds under 
Henry VIII and his three children? In this book a reformation historian takes us inside the mind and 
heart of Morebath, a remote and tiny sheep farming village on the southern edge of Exmoor. The bulk 
of Morebath’s conventional archives have long since vanished. But from 1520 to 1574, through nearly 
all the drama of the English Reformation, Morebath’s only priest, Sir Christopher Trychay, kept the 
parish accounts on behalf of the churchwardens. Opinionated, eccentric, and talkative, Sir Christopher 
filled these vivid scripts for parish meetings with the names and doings of his parishioners. Through 
his eyes we catch a rare glimpse of the life and pre-Reformation piety of a sixteenth-century English 
village. The book also offers a unique window into a rural world in crisis as the Reformation progressed. 
Sir Christopher Trychay’s accounts provide direct evidence of the motives which drove the hitherto 
law-abiding West-Country communities to participate in the doomed Prayer-Book Rebellion of 1549 
culminating in the siege of Exeter that ended in bloody defeat and a wave of executions. Its church bells 
confiscated and silenced, Morebath shared in the punishment imposed on all the towns and villages of 
Devon and Cornwall. Sir Christopher documents the changes in the community, reluctantly Protestant 
and increasingly preoccupied with the secular demands of the Elizabethan state, the equipping of 
armies, and the payment of taxes. Morebath’s priest, garrulous to the end of his days, describes a rural 
world irrevocably altered and enables us to hear the voices of his villagers after four hundred years of 
silence.

The Voices of Morebath

"[The author] draws out the complex relationship between religion and climate change. He shows that 
the religious movements and ideas that emerge from climate shocks often last for many decades, and 
become a familiar part of the religious landscape, even though their origins in particular moments of 
crisis may be increasingly consigned to remote memory" -- From jacket flap.

Climate, Catastrophe, and Faith

An account of the intellectual and cultural history of church architecture in Stuart England based upon 
the discourse analysis of forty consecration sermons.

The Reformation of Images

Originally published in 1904, this book contains the Latin, Greek and English poems of the religious 
poet Richard Crashaw (c.1613-49).

Glorious Temples or Babylonic Whores

Twilight of the Idols presents a vivid, compressed overview of many of Nietzsche’s mature ideas, 
including his attack on Plato’s Socrates and on the Platonic legacy in Western philosophy and culture. 
Polt provides a trustworthy rendering of Nietzsche’s text in contemporary American English, complete 
with notes prepared by the translator and Tracy Strong. An authoritative Introduction by Strong makes 
this an outstanding edition. Select Bibliography and Index.



'Steps to the Temple', 'Delights of the Muses' and Other Poems

This stimulating volume explores how the memory of the Reformation has been remembered, forgot-
ten, contested, and reinvented between the sixteenth and twenty-first centuries. Remembering the 
Reformation traces how a complex, protracted, and unpredictable process came to be perceived, 
recorded, and commemorated as a transformative event. Exploring both local and global patterns of 
memory, the contributors examine the ways in which the Reformation embedded itself in the historical 
imagination and analyse the enduring, unstable, and divided legacies that it engendered. The book also 
underlines how modern scholarship is indebted to processes of memory-making initiated in the early 
modern period and challenges the conventional models of periodisation that the Reformation itself 
helped to create. This collection of essays offers an expansive examination and theoretically engaged 
discussion of concepts and practices of memory and Reformation. This volume is ideal for upper level 
undergraduates and postgraduates studying the Reformation, Early Modern Religious History, Early 
Modern European History, and Early Modern Literature.

Twilight of the Idols

"First published in Great Britain by Allen Lane"--Title page verso.

Remembering the Reformation

"Published to accompany a major exhibition at Tate Britain, this fully illustrated catalogue explores the 
history of attacks on art in Britain, from the reformation of the sixteenth century to the present day, 
demonstrating how religious, political, moral and aesthetic controversy can become arenas for assaults 
on art. Through eight essays, the broad subject of iconoclasm is broken into three overarching themes: 
the state-sanctioned iconoclastic zeal of religious reformers, who aimed to purge both churches and 
minds of the sin of idolatry; the symbolic statue-breaking that accompanies political change such as the 
targeted attacks on cultural heritage by the suffragettes; and attacks on art by individuals stimulated by 
a moral or aesthetic outrage. Importantly, the aim of the study is to present the rationale of iconoclasm, 
its significance to the history of an object, and how it has become a productive and transformational 
practice for some modern and contemporary artists."--Publisher's description.

All Things Made New

Originally published: Battle Creek, Mich.: Review and Herald Pub. Co., 1900.

Art Under Attack

First published in 2003. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Living Fountains Or Broken Cisterns

New insight into the religious dimension of Bruegel’s art. With a number of highly original case studies, 
the volume illuminates Bruegel’s multifaceted engagement with the contemporary religious concepts 
and practices of his era.

The Debate on the English Reformation

This book examines the afterlife of the lollard movement, demonstrating how it was shaped and used 
by evangelicals and seventeenth-century Protestants. It focuses on the work of John Foxe, whose 
influential Acts and Monuments (1563) reoriented the lollards from heretics and traitors to martyrs and 
model subjects, portraying them as Protestants’ ideological forebears. It is a scholarly mainstay that 
Foxe edited radical lollard views to bring them in line with a mainstream monarchical church. But this 
book offers a strong corrective to the argument, revealing that the subversive material present in Foxe’s 
text allowed seventeenth-century religious radicals to appropriate the lollards as historical validation 
of their own theological and political positions. The book argues that the same lollards who were used 
to strengthen the English church in the sixteenth century would play a role in its fragmentation in the 
seventeenth.



Pieter Bruegel the Elder and Religion

A fascinating and lavishly-illustrated detective story about the allegorical painting Edward VI and the 
Pope.

Lollards in the English Reformation

Recasts the Reformation as a battleground over memory, in which new identities were formed through 
acts of commemoration, invention and repression.

The King's Bedpost

English Reformations takes a refreshing new approach to the study of the Reformation in England. 
Christopher Haigh's lively and readable study disproves any facile assumption that the triumph of 
Protestantism was inevitable, and goes beyond the surface of official political policy to explorethe 
religious views and practices of ordinary English people. With the benefit of hindsight, other historians 
have traced the course of the Reformation as a series of events inescapably culminating in the creation 
of the English Protestant establishment. Dr Haigh sets out to recreate the sixteenthcentury as a time of 
excitement and insecurity, with each new policy or ruler causing the reversal of earlier religious changes. 
This is a scholarly and stimulating book, which challenges traditional ideas about the Reformation and 
offers a powerful and convincing alternative analysis.

Memory and the English Reformation

Collected essays of intellectual and religious history and of history of the early modern theology in 
honour of Professor Irena Backus Mélanges d'histoire religieuse et intellectuelle et d'histoire de la 
théologie à l'époque moderne offerts à Madame Irena Backus

English Reformations

Old St Paul’s and Culture is an interdisciplinary collection of essays that looks predominantly at the 
culture of Old St Paul’s and its wider precinct in the early modern period, while also providing important 
insights into the Cathedral’s medieval institution. The chapters examine the symbolic role of the site in 
England’s Christian history, the London book trade based in and around St Paul’s, the place of St Paul’s 
commercial indoor playhouse within the performance culture of sixteenth and seventeenth-century 
London, and the intersection of religion and politics through events such as civic ceremonies and 
occasional sermons. Through the organising theme of culture, the authors demonstrate how the site, 
as well as the people and trades occupying the precinct, can be positioned within wider fields of 
representations, practices, and social networks. A focus on St Paul’s is therefore about more than 
just the specific site on Ludgate Hill: it is about those practices and representations connected to it, 
which either extended beyond or originated in places other than the Cathedral environs. This points to 
the range of localised, regional, national, and transnational relationships in which the precinct and its 
people were situated and to which they contributed.

Crossing Traditions

A sumptuously written people’s history and a major retelling and reinterpretation of the story of the 
English Reformation Centuries on, what the Reformation was and what it accomplished remain deeply 
contentious. Peter Marshall’s sweeping new history—the first major overview for general readers in 
a generation—argues that sixteenth-century England was a society neither desperate for nor allergic 
to change, but one open to ideas of “reform” in various competing guises. King Henry VIII wanted 
an orderly, uniform Reformation, but his actions opened a Pandora’s Box from which pluralism and 
diversity flowed and rooted themselves in English life. With sensitivity to individual experience as well as 
masterfully synthesizing historical and institutional developments, Marshall frames the perceptions and 
actions of people great and small, from monarchs and bishops to ordinary families and ecclesiastics, 
against a backdrop of profound change that altered the meanings of “religion” itself. This engaging 
history reveals what was really at stake in the overthrow of Catholic culture and the reshaping of the 
English Church.

Old St Paul’s and Culture



Introduction: A Royal Visit -- 1:Lorenz Heidenreich (1480-1557), Oswald Pergener (1490s-1546) and 
the Many Faces of the Lusatian Reformation -- 2:Johannes Hass (c. 1476-1544): History Writing 
and Divine Intervention in the Early Reformation -- 3:Andreas Günther (1502-1570): Religion, Politics 
and Power in the Lusatian League -- 4:Bartholomäus Scultetus (1540-1614): Learning, Teaching and 
Remembering in the Towns of the Lusatian League -- 5:Johann Leisentrit (1527-1586): Redefining 
Catholicism in a Lutheran Region -- 6:Sigismund Suevus (1526-1596): Sharing Spaces and Objects -- 
7:Martin Moller (1547-1606): Possibilities and Limits of Toleration -- 8:Friedrich Fischer (1558-1623): 
Repositioning Lutheranism and Negotiating Ways Forward -- Conclusion: The Lusatian Reformation.

The Apology of the Church of England

Explores how the English Reformation transformed the meaning of the Ten Commandments, which in 
turn helped shape the Reformation itself.

Heretics and Believers

This is an updated edition of our Eduqas GCSE Religious Studies Route A textbook, published April 
2022. Bring out the best in every student, enabling them to develop in-depth subject knowledge with 
the updated edition of our Eduqas GCSE Religious Studies Route A Student Book. Work through 
accessible and engaging content that has been thoroughly revised by subject specialists to provide 
streamlined and up-to-date support for the specification. - Help students of all abilities fulfill their 
potential and increase their understanding through clear, detailed explanations of the key content 
and concepts - Motivate students to build and cement their knowledge and skills using a range of 
imaginative, innovative activities that support learning and revision - Provide a variety of quotes from 
sources of authority that students can draw on to enhance their responses and extend their learning - 
Encourage students to make links between the world religions and philosophical and ethical issues so 
they develop a holistic view of religion in modern Britain - Prepare students for examination with a rich 
bank of exam-style questions, guidance on how to improve responses and student-friendly assessment 
criteria - Teach unfamiliar topics and systematic studies confidently with clear explanations of Christian, 
Catholic Christian, Islamic and Judaic beliefs and practices, verified by faith leaders and organisations 
WJEC Eduqas GCSE RS Component 1: Religious, philosophical and ethical studies in the Modern 
World 1 Issues of Relationship 2 Issues of Life and Death 3 Issues of Good and Evil 4 Issues of Human 
Rights Component 2: 5 Beliefs and teachings 6 Christianity: Practices Component 3: Study of a World 
Faith - Islam 7 Islam: Beliefs and teachings 8 Islam: Practices Component 3: Study of a World Faith - 
Judaism 9 Judaism: Beliefs and teachings 10 Judaism: Practices

Biographies of a Reformation

This book is a study of the English Reformation as a political and literary event. Focusing on an eclectic 
group of texts, unified by their explication of the key elements of the cultural history of the period 
1510-1580 the book unravels the political, poetic and religious themes of the era. Through readings 
of work by Edmund Spenser, William Tyndale, Sir Thomas More and John Skelton, as well as less 
celebrated Tudor writers, Betteridge surveys pre-Henrician literature as well as Henrician Reformation 
texts, and delineates the literature of the reigns of Edward VI, Mary Tudor and Elizabeth I. Ultimately, 
the book argues that this literature, and the era, should not be understood simply on the basis of 
conflicts between Protestantism and Catholicism but rather that Tudor culture must be seen as fractured 
between emerging confessional identities and marked by a conflict between those who embraced 
confessionalism and those who rejected it. This important study will be fascinating reading for students 
and researchers in early modern English literature and history.

Image, Text and Church, 1380-1600

Lawrence Alloway (1926–1990) was a key figure in the development of modern art in Europe and 
America from the 1950s to the 1980s. He is credited with coining the term pop art and with championing 
conceptual art and feminist artists in America. His interests as a critic and as a curator at the Solomon 
R. Guggenheim Museum in New York were wide-ranging, however, and included architecture, design, 
earthworks, film, neorealism, science fiction, and public sculpture. Early in his career he was associated 
with the Independent Group in London and although he was largely self-taught, he was a noted 
educator and lecturer. A prolific writer, Alloway sought to escape the conventions of art-historical 
discourse. This volume illuminates how he often shaped the field and anticipated approaches such as 
social art history and visual and cultural studies. Lawrence Alloway: Critic and Curator provides the first 



critical analysis of the multiple facets of Alloway’s life and career, exploring his formative influence on 
the disciplines of art history, art criticism, and museum studies. The nine essays in this volume depend 
on primary archival research, much of it conducted in the Lawrence Alloway Papers held by the Getty 
Research Institute. Each author addresses a distinct aspect of Alloway’s eclectic professional interests 
and endeavors.

Romanism and the Reformation

In what's being called a brilliant debut, Sansom presents a riveting historical novel in which issues of 
politics and faith collide when a gruesome murder is committed in a remote Benedictine monastery 
during the reign of Henry VIII.

The Reformation of the Decalogue

Parish Priests and Their People in the Middle Ages in England
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