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The Philosophical Imagination

The Philosophical Imagination brings together several of Richard Moran's essays, ranging over a 
remarkable variety of topics in philosophy of mind and action, aesthetics, and moral psychology. A 
theme connecting several of the essays is the different ways our capacity for imagination is drawn 
on in our responsiveness to art, to literature, to the lives of other persons, and in the practice of 
philosophy itself. Topics explored here include our emotional responses to mimetic works of art, the 
nature of metaphor as a vehicle of thought and in the work of rhetoric, and the understanding of 
the concept of beauty, as that is developed in contrasting ways in the work of Immanuel Kant and 
Marcel Proust. Several of the essays respond to the work of recent and contemporary philosophers 
such as Bernard Williams, Stanley Cavell, Harry Frankfurt, and Iris Murdoch, in the context of such 
themes as the philosophical problem of 'other minds', love and practical reason, the legacy of Sartrean 
existentialism, and the role of history in the disciplinary self-understanding of philosophy. The final 
group of essays focuses on questions about self-knowledge and the importance of the first-person 
perspective, developing ideas from Moran's influential book Authority and Estrangement (Princeton 
2001). Topics discussed here include the nature of a person's 'practical knowledge' of her own action, 
the concept of the mental and the differences between self-understanding and the understanding of 
others, and the ambiguous role of narrative as a form of self-understanding. Throughout there is an 
attempt to draw out the connections between topics that are often discussed in isolation from each 
other, and to pursue them in the context of the recognizable human situations and questions which 
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ground them. The essays are written in a vivid, humane, and accessible style which should attract a 
broad readership, both inside and outside the academic discipline of philosophy.

Empathy

Examines the importance of empathy in a wide range of disciplines including ethics, aesthetics, and 
psychology.

Recreative Minds

Recreative Minds develops a philosophical theory of imagination that draws upon recent theories and 
results in psychology. Ideas about how we read the minds of others have put the concept of imagination 
firmly back on the agenda for philosophy and psychology. Currie and Ravenscroft present atheory of 
what they call imaginative projection; they show how it fits into a philosophically motivated picture of 
the mind and of mental states, and how it illuminates and is illuminated by recent developments in 
cognitive psychology. They argue that we need to recognize a category ofdesire-in-imagination, and 
that supposition and fantasy should be classed as forms of imagination. They accommodate some 
of the peculiarities of perceptual forms of imagining such as visual and motor imagery, and suggest 
that they are important for mind-reading. They argue for a novel view about therelations between 
imagination and pretence, and suggest that imagining can be, but need not be, the cause of pretending. 
They show how the theory accommodates but goes beyond the idea of mental simulation, and argue 
that the contrast between simulation and theory is neither exclusive nor exhaustive.They argue that 
we can understand certain developmental and psychiatric disorders as arising from faulty imagination. 
Throughout, they link their discussion to the uses of imagination in our encounters with art, and they 
conclude with a chapter on responses to tragedy. The final chapter also offersa theory of the emotions 
that suggests that these states have much in common with perceptual states.Currie and Ravenscroft 
offer a lucid exploration of a fascinating subject, for readers in philosophy, psychology, and aesthetics.

Simulation Theory

Theory of Mind (ToM) is the term used for our ability to predict and explain the behaviour of ourselves 
and others. Accounts of this theory have so far fallen into two competing types: Simulation Theory and 
‘Theory Theory’. In contrast with Theory Theory, Simulation Theory argues that we predict behaviour 
not by employing a model of people, but by replicating others’ thoughts and feelings. This book presents 
a novel defence of Simulation Theory, reviewing the major challenges against it and positing the theory 
as the most effective method for exploring how we know each other and ourselves. Drawing on key 
research in the field, chapters reopen the debates surrounding Theory of Mind and cover a variety of 
topics including schizophrenia with implications for experimental social psychology. In the past, one of 
the greatest criticisms against Simulation Theory is that it cannot explain systematic error in Theory 
of Mind. This book explores the rapidly developing heuristics and biases programme, pioneered by 
Kahneman and Tversky, to suggest that a novel bias mismatch defence available to Simulation Theory 
explains these systematic errors. Simulation Theory: A psychological and philosophical consideration 
will appeal to a range of researchers and academics, including psychologists from the fields of cogni-
tive, social and developmental psychology, as well as philosophers, psychotherapists and practitioners 
looking for further research on Theory of Mind. The book will also be of relevance to those interested 
in autism, since it offers a new approach to Theory of Mind which explains central symptoms in autistic 
subjects.

The Self and Self-Knowledge

Investigates philosophical issues to do with the self and self-knowledge. It focuses on two main 
problems: how to account for I-thoughts and the consequences that doing so would have for our notion 
of the self; and how to explain subjects' ability to know the kind of psychological states they enjoy.

The Pursuit of Philosophy

Eleven Cambridge academics approach philosophy from various fields,to broaden its practical and 
theoretical applications. Guides a tour through various academicdepartments—including history, po-
litical science, classics,law, and English—to ferret out the philosophy in theirsyllabi, and to show 
philosophy’s symbiotic relationship withother fields Provides a map of what philosophy is considered 
to be atCambridge in the early twenty-first century, about a hundred yearsafter the “founding fathers” 



of analytic philosophyreigned at Cambridge Offers useful new directions for the study and application 
ofphilosophy, and how other fields can influence them

Imagining and Knowing

Gregory Currie defends the view that works of fiction guide the imagination, and then considers whether 
fiction can also guide our beliefs. He makes a case for modesty about learning from fiction, as it is easy 
to be too optimistic about the psychological insights of authors, and empathy is hard to acquire while 
not always morally advantageous.

Theories of Consciousness

Despite recent strides in neuroscience and psychology that have deepened understanding of the 
brain, consciousness remains one of the greatest philosophical and scientific puzzles. The second 
edition of Theories of Consciousness: An Introduction and Assessment provides a fresh and up-to-date 
introduction to a variety of approaches to consciousness, and contributes to the current lively debate 
about the nature of consciousness and whether a scientific understanding of it is possible. After an 
initial overview of the status and prospects of physicalism in the face of the problem of consciousness, 
William Seager explores key themes from Descartes - the founder of the modern problem of con-
sciousness. He then turns to the most important theories of consciousness: identity theories and the 
generation problem higher-order thought theories of consciousness self-representational theories of 
consciousness Daniel Dennett’s theory of consciousness attention-based theories of consciousness 
representational theories of consciousness conscious intentionality panpsychism neutral monism. 
Thoroughly revised and expanded throughout, this second edition includes new chapters on animal 
consciousness, reflexive consciousness, combinatorial forms of panpsychism and neutral monism, 
as well as a significant new chapter on physicalism, emergence and consciousness. The book’s 
broad scope, depth of coverage and focus on key philosophical positions and arguments make it an 
indispensable text for those teaching or studying philosophy of mind and psychology. It is also an 
excellent resource for those working in related fields such as cognitive science and the neuroscience 
of consciousness.

David Hume and the Problem of Other Minds

The problem of other minds has widely been considered as a special problem within the debate about 
scepticism. If one cannot be sure that there is a world existing independent ly of one's mind, how can 
we be sure that there are minds - minds which we cannot even experience the way we experience 
material objects? This book shows, through a detailed examination of David Hume's A Treatise of 
Human Nature, that these concerns are unfounded. By focusing on Hume's discussion of sympathy 
- the ability to connect with the mental contents of other persons - Anik Waldow demonstrates that 
belief in other minds can be justified by the same means as belief in material objects. The book thus 
not only provides the first large-scale treatment of the function of the belief in other minds within the 
Treatise, thereby adding a new dimension to Hume's realism, but also serves as an invaluable guide 
to the complexity of the problem of other minds and its various responses in contemporary debate.



Physics of the Human Mind

This book tackles the challenging question which mathematical formalisms and possibly new physical 
notions should be developed for quantitatively describing human cognition and behavior, in addition 
to the ones already developed in the physical and cognitive sciences. Indeed, physics is widely used 
in modeling social systems, where, in particular, new branches of science such as sociophysics 
and econophysics have arisen. However, many if not most characteristic features of humans like 
willingness, emotions, memory, future prediction, and moral norms, to name but a few, are not yet 
properly reflected in the paradigms of physical thought and theory. The choice of a relevant formalism 
for modeling mental phenomena requires the comprehension of the general philosophical questions 
related to the mind-body problem. Plausible answers to these questions are investigated and reviewed, 
notions and concepts to be used or to be taken into account are developed and some challenging 
questions are posed as open problems. This text addresses theoretical physicists and neuroscientists 
modeling any systems and processes where human factors play a crucial role, philosophers interested 
in applying philosophical concepts to the construction of mathematical models, and the mathematically 
oriented psychologists and sociologists, whose research is fundamentally related to modeling mental 
processes.

Contemporary Debates in Philosophy of Mind

A timely collection of debates concerning the major themes and topics in philosophy of mind, fully 
updated with new topics covering the latest developments in the field Contemporary Debates in 
Philosophy of Mind provides a lively and engaging introduction to the conceptual background, ongoing 
debates, and contentious issues in the field today. Original essays by more than 30 of the discipline’s 
most influential thinkers offer opposing perspectives on a series of contested questions regarding 
mental content, physicalism, the place of consciousness in the physical world, and the nature of 
perception and mental capacities. Written to appeal to non-specialists and professional philosophers 
alike, the second edition of Contemporary Debates in Philosophy of Mind features five entirely new 
debates on the relation between perception and cognition, whether pain is a natural kind, whether 
perception is best understood through representational content or direct contact with the world, whether 
we need imagination that goes beyond imagery and supposition, and whether perceptual contents 
are general, particular, or a hybrid. Presents 15 sets of specially commissioned essays with opposing 
viewpoints on central topics in philosophy of mind Offers head-to-head debates on central topics such 
as consciousness, intentionality, normativity, mental causation, materialism, and perception Provides 
a dynamic view of contemporary thinking about fundamental and controversial issues Includes a thor-
ough introduction providing a comprehensive background to the issues explored in each debate Part 
of Wiley-Blackwell’s acclaimed Contemporary Debates in Philosophy series, Contemporary Debates 
in Philosophy of Mind, Second Edition is essential reading for undergraduate and graduate students, 
academics, professional philosophers, and sophisticated general readers with an interest in the subject.

Minding Dogs

While the past decade has seen a surge of research regarding canine cognition, this newfound interest 
has not caught the attention of many philosophers. Studies pertaining to dog minds have been pouring 
out of canine cognition labs all over the world, but they remain relatively ensconced within the scientific, 
sociological, and anthropological communities, and very little philosophical thought on dog cognition 
exists. Philosophers certainly have not shied away from theorizing about the nature of nonhuman 
animal cognition generally. Theories range from Cartesian disavowal of all nonhuman intelligence to 
arguments that even fish have complex minds and therefore humans should not eat them. Serious 
philosophical considerations about dogs and their relationship to humans, however, remain incredibly 
rare. Even less common, if not entirely nonexistent, is a critical examination of the question “What 
are dogs thinking?” and what asking and attempting to answer this question reveals, not so much 
about dogs, but about us. With Minding Dogs Michele Merritt attempts to fill two significant gaps in the 
philosophy of animal cognition. First, she adds to the growing discussion on canine cognition, which 
has been overlooked until recently and requires more consideration. Second, she takes seriously our 
dynamic collaborations with our canine friends as crucial to understanding both their minds and our 
own.

Mind and Common Sense



In this volume a variety of positions on common sense psychology from critical to supportive, from 
exegetical to speculative, are represented.

The Aesthetic of Play

A game designer considers the experience of play, why games have rules, and the relationship of play 
and narrative. The impulse toward play is very ancient, not only pre-cultural but pre-human; zoologists 
have identified play behaviors in turtles and in chimpanzees. Games have existed since antiquity; 
5,000-year-old board games have been recovered from Egyptian tombs. And yet we still lack a critical 
language for thinking about play. Game designers are better at answering small questions ("Why is 
this battle boring?") than big ones ("What does this game mean?"). In this book, the game designer 
Brian Upton analyzes the experience of play--how playful activities unfold from moment to moment 
and how the rules we adopt constrain that unfolding. Drawing on games that range from Monopoly to 
Dungeons & Dragons to Guitar Hero, Upton develops a framework for understanding play, introducing 
a set of critical tools that can help us analyze games and game designs and identify ways in which 
they succeed or fail.

Imagination in Hume's Philosophy

Defines the cutting-edge of scholarship on ancient Greek history employing methods from social 
science

Witnessness

>

Language Mind and Logic

This is a collection of eleven original essays in analytical philosophy by British and American philoso-
phers, centring on the connection between mind and language. Two themes predominate: how it is that 
thoughts and sentences can represent the world; and what having a thought - a belief, for instance - 
involves. Developing from these themes are the questions: what does having a belief require of the 
believer, and of the way he or she relates to the environment? In particular, does having a belief 
require speaking a language? The volume concludes the informal series stemming from the meetings 
sponsored by the Thyssen Foundation. It will interest analytical philosophers, students doing courses in 
philosophy of mind within the analytical tradition and philosophically interested researchers in cognitive 
psychology.

Mind, Values, and Metaphysics

There are three themed parts to this book: values, ethics and emotions in the first part, epistemol-
ogy, perception and consciousness in the second part and philosophy of mind and philosophy of 
language in the third part. Papers in this volume provide links between emotions and values and 
explore dependency between language, meanings and concepts and topics such as the liar’s paradox, 
reference and metaphor are examined. This book is the second of a two-volume set that originates 
in papers presented to Professor Kevin Mulligan, covering the subjects that he contributed to during 
his career. This volume opens with a paper by Moya, who proposes that there is an asymmetrical 
relation between the possibility of choice and moral responsibility. The first part of this volume ends 
with a description of foolishness as insensitivity to the values of knowledge, by Engel. Marconi’s 
article makes three negative claims about relative truth and Sundholm notes shortcomings of the 
English language for epistemology, amongst other papers. This section ends with a discussion of the 
term ‘subjective character’ by Nida-Rümelin, who finds it misleading. The third part of this volume 
contains papers exploring topics such as the mind-body problem, whether theory of mind is based on 
simulation or theory and Künne shows that the most common analyses of the so-called 'Liar' paradox 
are wanting. At the end of this section, Rizzi introduces syntactic cartography and illustrates its use 
in scope-discourse semantics. This second volume contains twenty nine chapters, written by both 
high profile and upcoming researchers from across Europe, North America and North Africa. The 
first volume of this set has two main themes: metaphysics, especially truth-making and the notion of 
explanation and the second theme is the history of philosophy with an emphasis on Austrian philosophy.

The Profile of Imagining



Imagining is a central power of the mind. When we visualize how something looks, or imagine how 
some combination of ingredients might taste, we picture absent things in a way that captures what it 
would be like to experience them. This book offers an original theory of the nature of this important 
mental phenomenon and its role is in our lives.

Philosophy of Mind

"This book is an essay in the speculative treatment of certain problems, suggested but not usually 
discussed in the course of a thorough empirical study of mental phenomena. Inasmuch as these 
problems all relate to the real nature and actual performances and relations of the human mind, the 
essay may properly be called metaphysical. Let it be confessed, then, that the author comes forward 
with a treatise in metaphysics--in the more special meaning of that term. I think, however, that in spite 
of the marked disfavor into which all metaphysics has fallen in certain quarters, no detailed apology for 
asking readers for such a treatise need be offered in its Preface. Indeed, the first two chapters of the 
book are occupied in showing how inevitable is the demand which the science of psychology makes 
for a further philosophical discussion of all its principal problems. The nature of psychology, however, 
and the nature of philosophy, and especially the nature of the relations existing between the two, are 
such as to make it undesirable, if not impossible, to consider in one book all the metaphysical problems 
which this empirical science suggests. ... Indeed, the whole sphere of philosophical study scarcely does 
more than this. A somewhat but not wholly arbitrary selection of problems had, therefore, to be made; 
and their detailed discussion was then brought under the one title, "Philosophy of Mind." The reasons 
for the selection are made sufficiently clear in the course of the discussion itself"--Preface.

The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of Imagination

Imagination occupies a central place in philosophy, going back to Aristotle. However, following a period 
of relative neglect there has been an explosion of interest in imagination in the past two decades 
as philosophers examine the role of imagination in debates about the mind and cognition, aesthetics 
and ethics, as well as epistemology, science and mathematics. This outstanding Handbook contains 
over thirty specially commissioned chapters by leading philosophers organised into six clear sections 
examining the most important aspects of the philosophy of imagination, including: Imagination in 
historical context: Aristotle, Descartes, Hume, Kant, Husserl, and Sartre What is imagination? The 
relation between imagination and mental imagery; imagination contrasted with perception, memory, 
and dreaming Imagination in aesthetics: imagination and our engagement with music, art, and fiction; 
the problems of fictional emotions and ‘imaginative resistance’ Imagination in philosophy of mind and 
cognitive science: imagination and creativity, the self, action, child development, and animal cognition 
Imagination in ethics and political philosophy, including the concept of 'moral imagination' and empathy 
Imagination in epistemology and philosophy of science, including learning, thought experiments, sci-
entific modelling, and mathematics. The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy of Imagination is essential 
reading for students and researchers in philosophy of mind and psychology, aesthetics, and ethics. It 
will also be a valuable resource for those in related disciplines such as psychology and art.

Embodied Mind, Meaning, and Reason

Introduction: bringing the body to mind -- Cognitive science and Dewey's theory of mind, thought, and 
language -- Cowboy bill rides herd on the range of consciousness -- We are live creatures: embodiment, 
American pragmatism, and the cognitive organism / Mark Johnson and Tim Rohrer -- The meaning of 
the body -- The philosophical significance of image schemas -- Action, embodied meaning, and thought 
-- Knowing through the body -- Embodied realism and truth incarnate -- Why the body matters



Reasoning, Meaning, and Mind

Gilbert Harman presents a selection of fifteen interconnected essays on fundamental issues at the 
centre of analytic philosophy. The book opens with a group of four essays discussing basic principles 
of reasoning and rationality. The next three essays argue against the idea that certain claims are true 
by virtue of meaning and knowable by virtue of meaning. In the third group of essays Harman sets 
out his own view of meaning, arguing that it depends upon the functioning of concepts in reasoning, 
perception, and action, by which these concepts are related to the world. He also examines the relation 
between language and thought. The final three essays investigate the nature of mind, developing further 
the themes already set out. Reasoning, Meaning, and Mind offers an integrated presentation of this 
rich and influential body of work.

Philosophy of Mind: The Key Thinkers

Exploring what great philosophers have written about the nature of thought and consciousness 
Philosophy of Mind: The Key Thinkers offers a comprehensive overview of this fascinating field. Thirteen 
specially commissioned essays, written by leading experts, introduce and explore the contributions 
of those philosophers who have shaped the subject and the central issues and arguments therein. 
The modern debate about the mind was shaped by Descartes in the seventeenth century, and 
then reshaped in the mid-twentieth century, and since, by exciting developments in science and 
philosophy. This book concentrates on the development of philosophical views on the mind since 
Descartes, offering coverage of the leading thinkers in the field including Husserl, Ryle, Lewis, Putnam, 
Fodor, Davidson, Dennett and the Churchlands. Crucially the book demonstrates how the ideas and 
arguments of these key thinkers have contributed to our understanding of the relationship between mind 
and brain. Ideal for undergraduate students, the book lays the necessary foundations for a complete 
and thorough understanding of this fascinating subject.

Encyclopedia of Philosophy

This volume, covering entries from "Gadamer, Hans-Georg" to "Just war theory," presents articles on 
Eastern and Western philosophies, medical and scientific ethics, the Holocaust, terrorism, censorship, 
biographical entries, and much more.

Imagination

First published in 2002. This essay has its origin primarily in some of the remarks on imagination made 
by Professor Ryle in The Concept of Mind. Reflection on arguments used in that book led the author 
to make the distinctions which have been indicated by the phrases 'in imagination', with imagination', 
and the term 'supposal'. This book is mainly a philosophical study of the leading concepts.

The Language of Thought in Late Medieval Philosophy

This edited volume presents new lines of research dealing with the language of thought and its 
philosophical implications in the time of Ockham. It features more than 20 essays that also serve as a 
tribute to the ground-breaking work of a leading expert in late medieval philosophy: Claude Panaccio. 
Coverage addresses topics in the philosophy of mind and cognition (externalism, mental causation, 
resemblance, habits, sensory awareness, the psychology, illusion, representationalism), concepts 
(universal, transcendental, identity, syncategorematic), logic and language (definitions, syllogisms, 
modality, supposition, obligationes, etc.), action theory (belief, will, action), and more. A distinctive 
feature of this work is that it brings together contributions in both French and English, the two major 
research languages today on the main theme in question. It unites the most renowned specialists 
in the field as well as many of Claude Panaccio’s former students who have engaged with his work 
over the years. In furthering this dialogue, the essays render key topics in fourteenth-century thought 
accessible to the contemporary philosophical community without being anachronistic or insensitive to 
the particularities of the medieval context. As a result, this book will appeal to a general population of 
philosophers and historians of philosophy with an interest in logic, philosophy of language, philosophy 
of mind, and metaphysics.

Mind in Action



Ignorance and Imagination advances a novel way to resolve the central philosophical problem about 
the mind: how it is that consciousness or experience fits into a larger naturalistic picture of the world. 
The correct response to the problem, Stoljar argues, is not to posit a realm of experience distinct from 
the physical, nor to deny the reality of phenomenal experience, nor even to rethink our understanding 
of consciousness and the language we use to talk about it. Instead, we should view the problem itself 
as a consequence of our ignorance of the relevant physical facts, Stoljar shows that this change of 
orientation is well motivated historically, empirically, and philosophically, and that it has none of the 
side effects it is sometimes thought to have. The result is a philosophical perspective on the mind that 
has a number of far-reaching consequences: for consciousness studies, for our place in nature, and 
for the way we think about the relationship between philosophy and science.

Ignorance and Imagination

New essays by leading philosophers and cognitive scientists that present recent findings and the-
oretical developments in the study of concepts. The study of concepts has advanced dramatically 
in recent years, with exciting new findings and theoretical developments. Core concepts have been 
investigated in greater depth and new lines of inquiry have blossomed, with researchers from an 
ever broader range of disciplines making important contributions. In this volume, leading philosophers 
and cognitive scientists offer original essays that present the state-of-the-art in the study of concepts. 
These essays, all commissioned for this book, do not merely present the usual surveys and overviews; 
rather, they offer the latest work on concepts by a diverse group of theorists as well as discussions 
of the ideas that should guide research over the next decade. The book is an essential companion 
volume to the earlier Concepts: Core Readings, the definitive source for classic texts on the nature of 
concepts. The essays cover concepts as they relate to animal cognition, the brain, evolution, perception, 
and language, concepts across cultures, concept acquisition and conceptual change, concepts and 
normativity, concepts in context, and conceptual individuation. The contributors include such prominent 
scholars as Susan Carey, Nicola Clayton, Jerry Fodor, Douglas Medin, Joshua Tenenbaum, and Anna 
Wierzbicka. Contributors Aurore Avarguès-Weber, Eef Ameel, Megan Bang, H. Clark Barrett, Pascal 
Boyer, Elisabeth Camp, Susan Carey, Daniel Casasanto, Nicola S. Clayton, Dorothy L. Cheney, Vyvyan 
Evans, Jerry A. Fodor, Silvia Gennari, Tobias Gerstenberg, Martin Giurfa, Noah D. Goodman, J. Kiley 
Hamlin, James A. Hampton, Mutsumi Imai, Charles W. Kalish, Frank Keil, Jonathan Kominsky, Stephen 
Laurence, Gary Lupyan, Edouard Machery, Bradford Z. Mahon, Asifa Majid, Barbara C. Malt, Eric 
Margolis, Douglas Medin, Nancy J. Nersessian, bethany ojalehto, Anna Papafragou, Joshua M. Plotnik, 
Noburo Saji, Robert M. Seyfarth, Joshua B. Tenenbaum, Sandra Waxman, Daniel A. Weiskopf, Anna 
Wierzbicka

Jadavpur Journal of Philosophy

This book is a collection of essays in honor of Paul Ziff written by his col leagues, students, and 
friends. Many of the authors address topics that Ziff has discussed in his writings: understanding, 
rules and regularities, proper names, the feelings of machines, expression, and aesthetic experience. 
Paul Ziff began his professional career as an artist, went on to study painting with J. M. Hanson at 
Cornell, and then studied for the Ph. D. in philosophy, also at Cornell, with Max Black. Over the next 
three decades he produced a series of remarkable papers in philosophy of art, culminating in 1984 
with the publica tion of Antiaesthetics: An Appreciation of the Cow with the Subtile Nose. In 1960 he 
published Semantic Analysis, his masterwork in philosophy of lan guage. Throughout his career he 
made important contributions to philosophy of mind in such papers as "The Simplicity of Other Minds" 
(1965) and "About Behaviourism" (1958). In addition to his work in these areas, his lec tures at Harvard 
on philosophy of religion are an underground classic; and throughout his career he has continued to 
make art and to search for the meaning of life in the properties of prime numbers. Although his interests 
are wide and deep, questions about language, art, and mind have dominated his philosophical work, 
and it is problems in these areas that provide the topics of most of the essays in this volume.

The Conceptual Mind

Imagination, Philosophy and the Arts is the first comprehensive collection of papers by philosophers 
examining the nature of imagination and its role in understanding and making art. Imagination is a 
central concept in aesthetics with close ties to issues in the philosophy of mind and the philosophy of 
language, yet it has not received the kind of sustained, critical attention it deserves. This collection of 



seventeen brand new essays critically examines just how and in what form the notion of imagination 
illuminates fundamental problems in the philosophy of art.

Language, Mind, and Art

The nature of the mind and of consciousness; the reality of freedom; the concept of agency and the 
relation of language to the mental are all basic perennial philosophical issues. They are some of the 
topics pursued in these original essays by leading thinkers in the field of the contemporary philosophy 
of mind and action. The essays are based on the lectures given in The Royal Institute of Philosophy's 
annual lecture series for 2001-2002.

Imagination, Philosophy and the Arts

This volume presents a selection of the philosophical essays which Richard Rorty wrote during the first 
decade of his career, and complements four previous volumes of his papers published by Cambridge 
University Press. In this long neglected body of work, which many leading philosophers still consider 
to be his best, Rorty develops his views on the nature and scope of philosophy in a manner which 
supplements and elucidates his definitive statement on these matters in Philosophy and the Mirror of 
Nature. He also develops his groundbreaking version of eliminative materialism, a label first coined to 
describe his position, and sets out original views on various central topics in the philosophy of language, 
concerning private language, indeterminacy, and verificationalism. A substantial introduction examines 
Rorty's philosophical development from 1961 to 1972. The volume completes our understanding of 
Rorty's intellectual trajectory and offers lucid statements of positions which retain their relevance to 
current debates.

Minds and Persons

This edited volume examines the relationship between collective intentionality and inferential theories 
of meaning. The book consists of three main sections. The first part contains essays demonstrating 
how researchers working on inferentialism and collective intentionality can learn from one another. The 
essays in the second part examine the dimensions along which philosophical and empirical research 
on human reasoning and collective intentionality can benefit from more cross-pollination. The final 
part consists of essays that offer a closer examination of themes from inferentialism and collective 
intentionality that arise in the work of Wilfrid Sellars. Groups, Norms and Practices provides a template 
for continuing an interdisciplinary program in philosophy and the sciences that aims to deepen our 
understanding of human rationality, language use, and sociality.

Mind, Language, and Metaphilosophy

Mind, Meaning, and Reality contains fifteen philosophical papers by D. H. Mellor, including a new 
defence of 'success semantics', and an introduction arguing that metaphysics can and need only be 
justified by doing it and not by a 'meta-metaphysics', which it needs no more than physics needs 
metaphysics. The papers are grouped into three parts. Part I is about how the ways we are disposed 
to act fix both what we believe and what we use language to mean. Part II is about what there is: the 
reality of dispositions; what makes beliefs and sentences true; why there is only one universe; and 
how social groups, and other things composed of parts, are related to the people and other things that 
constitute them. Part III is about time, and includes discussions of twentieth century developments in 
the philosophy of time; why Kant was right about tense, even though he was wrong about time; why 
forward time travel is trivial and backward time travel impossible; and what gives time its direction.

Subject Guide to Books in Print

This now-classic work challenges what Ryle calls philosophy's "official theory, " the Cartesian "myth" of 
the separation of mind and matter. Ryle's linguistic analysis remaps the conceptual geography of mind, 
not so much solving traditional philosophical problams as dissolving them into the mere consequences 
of misguided language. His plain language and essentially simple purpose put him in the tradition of 
Locke, Berkeley, Mill, and Russell - philisophers whose best work, like Ryle's, has become a part of 
our general literature.

Groups, Norms and Practices

Mind, Meaning, and Reality
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