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Gods That Fail Modern Idolatry Christian Mission

#modern idolatry #christian mission #false gods #contemporary idols #spiritual emptiness

Explore the pervasive nature of modern idolatry, examining the 'gods that fail' in contemporary society
and their inability to provide lasting satisfaction. This discussion highlights the vital role of Christian
mission in discerning and dismantling these false gods, offering a pathway to genuine purpose and
spiritual fulfilment beyond the empty promises of contemporary idols.
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Gods that Fail

Vinoth Ramachandra shows how modern idols like science, reason and irrationality enslave their
devotees and block effective mission in today's world.

Gods That Fail, Revised Edition

The globalizing world of late modernity is heavily awash with pseudo-gods. Gods That Fail provocatively
deploys the theological concept of idolatry to explore the ways in which these gods blind their devotees
and wreak suffering and dehumanization. Many of these pseudo-gods have infiltrated the life of the
Church and compromised its witness. Combining lively social critique with fresh expositions of familiar
biblical stories, this book engages with a variety of secular discourses as well as the sub-Christian
practices that accompany and undermine Christian involvement in the public square.

Gods that Fail

-- Introduction to and critique of the idols of contemporary culture: science, reason and irrationality. --
Lively social criticism and fresh biblical exposition argue that secular and religious worlds are both
awash in idolatry. -- A survey of the forces that block effective mission today. -- Compelling arguments
and a global perspective. In this Provocative and Brilliant Book, Vinoth Ramachandra argues that the
modern world -- secular as well as religious -- is awash with pseudogods. Idols such as science, reason
and irrationality stand tall across the landscape. Ramachandra shows how they enslave their devotees
and too often wreak chaos inside as well as outside the church. Gods That Fail combines lively social
criticism with fresh biblical exposition, It will prove illuminating and helpful to any Christian who wants
to see through the forces that block effective mission in today's world.

The Mission of God

Winner, 2007 Christianity Today Missions / Global Affairs Book The Bible doesn't just provide a basis
for mission. Mission is much bigger! Mission is the basis for the whole Bible - it is generated by, and is
all about, God's mission. In order to understand the Bible, we need an interpretative perspective that is
in tune with this great missional theme. We need to see the 'big picture' of God's mission and how all
parts of Scripture fit into its grand narrative. In this comprehensive and accessible study, Chris Wright
begins with the Old Testament understanding of who God is, what he has called his people to be and
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to do, and where the nations belong within God's mission. These themes are followed into the New
Testament. Throughout, Wright emphasizes that biblically-defined mission is intrinsically holistic. God's
mission is to redeem his whole creation from all that sin and evil have inflicted upon it, and the mission
of God's people must reflect the breadth of God's righteous and saving love for all he has made.

No Gods But God

Why is it that so many of us settle for a less-than-satisfying Christian life? We suffer the symp-
toms—spiritual dryness, dissatisfaction, and unanswered prayers—of a yet-unidentified problem that
creates an obstacle between God and us. We seem unable to connect the dots between our symptoms
and the problem causing them: God is no longer first in our hearts. Pastor Dennis Newkirk tells the
story of how God showed their church what their problem was—God was no longer first in their hearts.
Newkirk brings experience and a pastor’'s heart as he teaches us about the dangers of modern-day
idolatry. But he also offers hope by showing us how to deal with our idols and the reward of doing

so. The four-step pattern God uses to call hearts back to him isn’t some cookie-cutter approach, but
seeing the steps spelled out can help Christians recognize how God might be applying them in his or
her life. Examining our own lives before God and admitting that our hearts have strayed isn’t easy, and
it is most certainly humbling. But that's what God wants—a humbled, repentant person standing before
Him and willing to be used in service for Him. For the sincere Christian who wants an answer to the
guestion “Is there more to the Christian life?” No gods but God will provide an answer.

Partnering with God

God has an epic plan for the flourishing of all people and places. Want to join in? Partnering with God
will help you find your place in that quest as we join in building God's kingdom on earth as itis in heaven.
Mission is no spectator sport, and God invites our participation in the millennia old story of the missio
Dei. Lynette Edge and Gregory Morgan have lived and taught mission within The Salvation Army for
many years. In these pages, they offer a missiological framework and practice in the West today from
a Salvation Army perspective. You will be challenged in these pages to think and live missionally. We
are called to join a profound partnership with God to bring about the world as it was intended to be.
Are you in?

Reading the Bible Missionally

Over the past half century, it has become clear that mission is a central theme in the Bible's narrative
and, moreover, is central to the very identity of the church. This book significantly widens and deepens
the emerging conversation on missional hermeneutics. Essays from top biblical and missiological
scholars discuss reading the Scriptures missionally, using mission as a key interpretive lens. Five
introductory chapters probe various elements of a missional hermeneutic, followed by sections on the
Old and New Testaments that include chapters on two books from each to illustrate what a missional
reading of them looks like. Essays in two concluding sections draw out the implications of a missional
reading of Scripture for preaching and for theological education. (Publisher).

Here Are Your Gods!'

How should Christians be faithful disciples in the political turbulence of Trump and Brexit? Christopher
J H Wright unpacks the Biblical theme of idolatry and connects it to discipleship in today’s world. As
Christians, we desperately need to name and expose the false gods and idols that we are tempted to
bow down to — ‘Here are your gods!’ The Bible challenges the idols of political power and nationalism.
The Biblical story is filled with hope that the kingdom of God will ultimately triumph over all human
empires. How then should we live as followers of Jesus, the Messiah, Saviour, Lord and King? Part
One is adapted from chapter 5 of Wright's The Mission of God, ‘The Living God Confronts Idolatry’.
Parts Two and Three bring the Bible to bear on contemporary politics in the UK and USA, and for all
Christians seeking to make sense of the changing world we live in.

Themelios, Volume 41, Issue 2

Themelios is an international, evangelical, peer-reviewed theological journal that expounds and de-
fends the historic Christian faith. Themelios is published three times a year online at The Gospel
Coalition (http://thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/) and in print by Wipf and Stock. Its primary audience
is theological students and pastors, though scholars read it as well. Themelios began in 1975 and



was operated by RTSF/UCCF in the UK, and it became a digital journal operated by The Gospel
Coalition in 2008. The editorial team draws participants from across the globe as editors, essayists, and
reviewers. General Editor: D. A. Carson, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School Managing Editor: Brian Tabb,
Bethlehem College and Seminary Consulting Editor: Michael J. Ovey, Oak Hill Theological College
Administrator: Andrew David Naselli, Bethlehem College and Seminary Book Review Editors: Jerry
Hwang, Singapore Bible College; Alan Thompson, Sydney Missionary & Bible College; Nathan A.
Finn, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary; Hans Madueme, Covenant College; Dane Ortlund,
Crossway; Jason Sexton, Golden Gate Baptist Seminary Editorial Board: Gerald Bray, Beeson Divinity
School Lee Gatiss, Wales Evangelical School of Theology Paul Helseth, University of Northwestern,
St. Paul Paul House, Beeson Divinity School Ken Magnuson, The Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary Jonathan Pennington, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary James Robson, Wycliffe Hall
Mark D. Thompson, Moore Theological College Paul Williamson, Moore Theological College Stephen
Witmer, Pepperell Christian Fellowship Robert Yarbrough, Covenant Seminary

The Cambridge Companion to Evangelical Theology

Evangelicalism, a vibrant and growing expression of historic Christian orthodoxy, is already one of the
largest and most geographically diverse global religious movements. This Companion, first published in
2007, offers an articulation of evangelical theology that is both faithful to historic evangelical convictions
and in dialogue with contemporary intellectual contexts and concerns. In addition to original and
creative essays on central Christian doctrines such as Christ, the Trinity, and Justification, it breaks new
ground by offering evangelical reflections on issues such as gender, race, culture, and world religions.
This volume also moves beyond the confines of Anglo-American perspectives to offer separate essays
exploring evangelical theology in African, Asian, and Latin American contexts. The contributors to this
volume form an unrivalled list of many of today's most eminent evangelical theologians and important
emerging voices.

Toward a Theology of Beauty

Over the centuries, theological studies have grappled with the comprehension of Truth and Good-
ness. However, theology, unlike philosophy, has neglected serious scrutiny of the study of Beauty or
Aesthetics. Jo Ann Davidson's Toward a Theology of Beauty investigates this omission. Why should
aesthetic dimensions be ignored in theology's quest for ultimate truth? Davidson convincingly states
that these would contribute to the ongoing search for a more comprehensive perception of the divine.
This book contends that theology is incomplete and impoverished without fundamental deliberations
within aesthetic values. A survey of the literature up to the present currently reveals that theological
studies, by and large, do not yet realize the extent to which it might be enriched by the biblical aesthetic.
God's own nature, His Word in both Testaments including narratives, poetry, literary structures, and
vocabulary are all embedded in aesthetic expressions. A systematic study of the biblical aesthetic is
one that calls for attention and this book offers a solid and thought-provoking beginning.

God’s Quest

Why bother with God when he is viewed as a sacred superstition, a discarded non-entity, or a pretext
for religious wars? Jews and Christians have doubted and discarded God at many times throughout
the ages, and have also justified countless conflicts in his name. Their history, however, tells a different
story. Here we observe the historical reality of God's relentless quest to relate with people, whether
Jew or gentile. Despite significant differences between these communities, this is the DNA that binds
them and places them in a paradigm different from the one articulated in The Quest: Christ Amidst the
Quest, where people are seeking to be freed from their predicament. The Judeo-Christian narrative
shows God's incessant quest orchestrated through various channels, such as scriptural revelation,
miraculous interventions, covenantal commitments, divine presence in the tabernacle or the temple,
God's sacrificial incarnation in Christ, and the advent of the anticipated Jewish Messiah. The narrative
climaxes in a grand finale when humans and their habitat will be ushered into an age of peace and
harmony. Journeying through such a narrative will provide assurance that God is walking with you
amidst life's turmoil, and that the best is yet to be.

One World Or Many?

This book considers in detail the key drivers of globalization, its contemporary shape, and its implica-
tions for world mission. It also looks at the impact of globalization on different contemporary issues



affecting mission such as ethnicity, the environment, and global health as well as globalization's effect
on more traditional "missionary" questions of the world religions, contextualization, theology, and the
church. One World or Many? is written by a variety of authors from all over the world. This book was
published in partnership with the World Evangelical Alliance.

Serving a Crucified King

Serving a Crucified King speaks to a growing crisis within the contemporary church, one of misplaced
allegiance and misguided discipleship. If Jesus Christ is who we claim him to be, then we must ask
ourselves: Are we truly conducting our lives and constructing our communities in light of that astonishing
reality? But, as long as the contemporary church continues to act in a manner so seemingly at odds with
the mission and message of Jesus, it remains in a state of emergency. Albeit a serious charge, solving
this crisis is of the utmost importance if we are to live once again in faithful obedience to Jesus Christ as
king. The magnitude of the problem necessitates the establishment of a movement of kingdom citizens
devoted to the cruciform reign of Christ and committed to a wholesale transformation in thinking and
practice within the church. To this end, Serving a Crucified King is a clarion call back to the real work
of being a disciple of Jesus in our society. Expect to have your thinking challenged, your heart moved,
and your action re-oriented.

Greed as Idolatry

What are the origin and meaning of the words "greed is idolatry” found in Ephesians 5:5 and Colossians
3:5? In what sense are the greedy guilty of idolatry? Many different answers have been given to this
guestion throughout the history of interpretation. In fact, a consensus exists on only one score -- that the
expression serves to vilify greed. Brian Rosner ably takes on the challenge of interpretation by tackling
the phrase as a metaphor, structuring his argument around an intriguing comparison to mountain
climbing. From this vantage point, he offers a thorough history of interpretation of the phrase, including
a study of the origin of the concept of idolatrous greed in biblical and Jewish sources. Rosner concludes
that the comparison of greed with idolatry teaches that to desire to acquire and keep for oneself more
money and material things is an attack on God's exclusive right to human love, trust, and obedience.
With this work comes a stunning, fresh understanding of familiar terms -- "greed," "idolatry," and even
"God" -- challenging both the church as a whole and individual believers to consider the far-ranging
implications of our materialistic world. The first full-length study of this intriguing Pauline expression,
Greed as Idolatry has profound implications for theological ethics today.

The Oxford Handbook of Mission Studies

The Oxford Handbook of Mission Studies represents more than a century of scholarship related to
the theology, history, and methodology of the propagation of Christian faith and the engagement of
Christians with cultures, religions, and societies worldwide. It contains more than 40 articles by experts
from different disciplinary and ecclesial perspectives, who are from all continents. It not only offers a
broad overview of key approaches and issues in mission studies but it also highlights current trends
and suggests future developments. The Handbook builds on renewed interest in mission studies this
century generated by recent key statements on mission from ecumenical, evangelical, Catholic, and
Orthodox sources, and by a spate of academic works on the topic. Western church leaders now apply
insights from foreign missions (such as, inculturation, liberation, interfaith work, and power encounter)
to today's multicultural societies. Meanwhile, there are new initiatives in mission from the Majority World,
where most Christians live, so that sending is not only 'from the west to the rest' but 'from everywhere to
everywhere'. Therefore, this volume aims to reflect the voices of the receivers of mission as well as its
protagonists and to raise awareness of new movements. In a time of growing recognition of 'religions'’
more generally, this work examines and theorizes the missional dimensions of the world's largest
religion: its agendas, growth, outreach, role in public life, effect on cultures, relevance for development,
and its approaches to other communities.

Delighting in the Trinity

Delighting in the Trinity looks at the wonderful and fundamental truth that our God is three in one. “How
can there be three Gods and yet only one God?” Have you ever groaned inwardly at a question like this?
Many of us find the doctrine of the Trinity € that God is three persons sharing one nature €* difficult to
get our heads round, and frankly a bit embarrassing. What is more, we seem to get by without thinking
about it too deeply. But in reality, the Trinity is at the heart of all that Christians believe. The nature of



God as a Trinity gives shape to all Christian truth, and to the gospel that we believe and proclaim. And
rather than be a source of embarrassment, properly understood, it should fill us with joy. This book aims
to help you see how the Trinity is fantastically good news. Because the trinity means that God is not
remote and uninvolved € quite the opposite. God sent His Son and His Spirit into our world to draw
us into a wonderful relationship with Himself. This is the God who gives meaning and joy to our lives.
And along the way we discover that the Trinity answers other big questions: How can we know God?
What happened at the cross? What does it mean to be human? How can people live together with all
their differences? What does mission look like in a fragmented world? Tim Chester will take us deeper
into understanding the thrilling triune nature of God. In short accessible chapters he takes us through
the Bible’s teaching on the Trinity; gives us an overview of the important arguments over the trinity that
have taken place throughout Christian history; and lays out the practical implications for our Christian
lives.

Engaging Unbelief

How can we present the truth about Jesus to a world that rejects all truth claims as arbitrary? Can we
find way to engage in meaningful conversation without appearing arrogant or manipulative? Can we
witness to the gospel without simply enlisting in the ongoing culture wars? Curtis Chang has found

a unique way to address these pressing questions of our age. He argues that similar challenges
confronted Christians at two key moments in church history and stimulated creative responses by
two monumental thinkers. Augustine (AD 413) faced a fragmenting society where pagans accused
Christians of causing the mounting social ills afflicting Rome. Thomas Aquinas (AD 1259) pondered the
disorienting Muslim challenge that provoked most medieval Christians to crusade rather than converse.
Through a careful study of Augustine's City of God and Aquinas's Summa Contra Gentiles, Chang
argues that both followed a brilliant rhetorical strategy for engaging unbelief. Such a captivating strategy
is critical in our cultural context where Christian witness seems as difficult as ever. Connecting these
ancient writers to the contemporary analysis of thinkers like Alasdair Macintyre, James Davison Hunter,
Lesslie Newbigin, and Stanley Hauerwas, Chang puts forth his own bold recommendations for Christian
rhetoric in the twenty-first century. This book will be of vital interest to a wide audience. Scholars will
find a fresh reading of these important texts. Pastors and teachers of evangelism and apologetics will
discover crucial resources from our Christian past. And all Christians seeking a faithful strategy for
communicating the gospel will receive inspiration and hope for today.

Sarah’s Laughter

Sarah’s Laughter provides a reflection on suffering that is deeply personal and both theologically
and philosophically astute. Vinoth Ramachandra draws on his distinctive positioning as a Sri Lankan
Christian theologian — one who has lived and ministered in contexts shaped by the destruction of
natural disasters and the violence of human evil — to confront the intellectual, moral, and political
challenges posed to faith in the increasingly broken world of the twenty-first century. Yet far from
being an abstract discussion of theodicy, this book is intimate and vulnerable, embracing the biblical
practice of lament and inviting an authentic response to grief — one that makes space for serious
doubt and profound questioning. Sharing his own ongoing journey with suffering and a questing faith,
Ramachandra reminds us that lament and joy, faith and protest, clarity and ambiguity, belong together
in faithful Christian discipleship. It is not in bypassing the darkness of the world, but in embracing it —
in imitation of the incarnate God — that we may glimpse the new creation.

You Mean | Don't Have to Tithe?

Tithing is a well-known church practice in our day and age, but do church-goers really practice it? When
did the concept of tithing begin? How is it justified? What does the Bible say about it? You Mean | Don't
Have to Tithe? is a detailed study on the controversial topic of tithing, covering over 2,000 years of
well-known theologians regarding this topic. Dr. Croteau's intense tithing investigation will enable you
to explore tithing and related topics in-depth, expounding many misconceptions of tithing as well as
aiding in a correct understanding of this popular topic.E

Seeking a City with Foundations

More than half the people in the world live in cities, including a growing number of megacities with
populations exceeding ten million people. This trend means that an understanding of urbanization
must be an urgent priority for Christian theology and mission across the globe. This updated edition of



Seeking a City with Foundations, with an additional chapter, explores Christian responses to the city,
ranging from rejecting the urban as evil, to embracing it as being central to God’s redemptive purposes.
Drawing from a wide range of disciplines, including history, social science, urban planning, and the
history of art, readers are given a detailed text which confronts the challenges that contemporary
urbanization presents to world Christianity. Looking at urbanism as a theme throughout Scripture,
culminating with the great vision of the New Jerusalem, David Smith explains that God’s own future is
revealed as urban, highlighting the need to identify modern-day idols as we share the gospel in cities
and acknowledge the impact of global economic forces. The book also explores the causes of what
has been called the divided city and traces the urban theme through the Bible to present an alternative
vision of the urban future — a future in which the injustices in ever-growing slums and a crisis of meaning
among the privileged might be overcome through the power of the reconciling message of the cross.
This timely book proposes a way forward for urban mission, highlighting that transformation of our cities
must be the focal point of Christian mission and hope.

Preaching to a Post-Everything World

Zack Eswine starts this unique pastoral resource with a captivating question: Could | now reach who
| once was? Challenging the idea that today's preachers must do away with biblical or expository
preaching if they are to reach non-Christian people, Eswine offers a way of preaching that embraces
biblical exposition in missional terms. Recognizing all of the different cultural situations in which the
gospel must be preached, he gives preachers practical advice on preaching in a global context while
remaining faithful to the Bible. Pastors, seminarians, and church and ministry leaders who speak

in various contexts will welcome this fresh, thoughtful examination of bringing the Word to today's
multi-everything, post-everything world.

Entrepreneurial Leadership

Drawing on exhaustive research, practical experience and decades of teaching marketplace theology,
Richard Goossen and R. Paul Stevens present a theologically robust vision of Christian entrepreneur-
ship for leaders who would seek to ground their calling in the mission of the triune God.

Romans in Context

Using crucial chapters from Paul's magnum opus as points of theological departure, Delano Palmer
provides in-depth discussion on important themes like the role of first-century women in pastoral work
and the nature and duration of spiritual endowments. Romans in Context is divided into three parts.
Part one reviews the career and legacy of the apostle Paul against the backdrop of his cultural milieu
and history. Part two takes up the knotty problem of what exactly does the apostle mean by justification
by faith in its exploration of the declarative/demonstrative proposal of modern theologians. The section
also explores what Paul has to say concerning the status of the justified in Romans 5-8. It is the final
section that wrestles with matters of spiritual gifts, the role of female pastors, as well as the apostle's
best-documented thoughts on Christian mission.

The World on our Doorstep

"Written to equip and inspire mission and engagement with other faiths ... the book mixes practical
examples with pastoral advice for working alongside people becoming Christians from other faith
backgrounds"--Publisher.

Dictionary of Scripture and Ethics

This one-stop reference book on the vital relationship between Scripture and ethics offers needed
orientation and perspective for students, pastors, and scholars. Written to respond to the movement
among biblical scholars and ethicists to recover the Bible for moral formation, it is the best reference
work available on the intersection of these two fields. The volume shows how Christian Scripture and
Christian ethics are necessarily intertwined and offers up-to-date treatment of five hundred biblical,
traditional, and contemporary topics, ranging from adultery, bioethics, and Colossians to vegetarianism,
work, and Zephaniah. The stellar ecumenical list of contributors consists of more than two hundred
leading scholars from the fields of biblical studies and ethics, including Darrell Bock, David Gushee,
Amy Laura Hall, Daniel Harrington, Dennis Olson, Christine Pohl, Glen Stassen, and Max Stackhouse.



Joshua

In an age of fear and insecurity, in which ethnic nationalism continues to give rise to conflict and war,
we dare not avoid critical engagement with biblical texts that have been used to justify colonialism,
conquest, occupation, and ethnic cleansing. Building on the idea of Scripture as dialogue partner,
Matties advocates for the book of Joshua even as he engages in a difficult conversation with it. In his
commentary, the twenty-fifth volume in the Believers Church Bible Commentary series, Matties calls
for an openness to the unexpected in the book of Joshua. He suggests that reading Joshua carefully
will open windows into how and why we read Scripture at all.

Transforming Worldviews

In the past, changes in behavior and in belief have been leading indicators for missionaries that
Christian conversion had occurred. But these alone--or even together--are insufficient for a gospel
understanding of conversion. For effective biblical mission, Paul G. Hiebert argues, we must add a third
element: a change in worldview. Here he offers a comprehensive study of worldview--its philosophy, its
history, its characteristics, and the means for understanding it. He then provides a detailed analysis of
several worldviews that missionaries must engage today, addressing the impact of each on Christianity
and mission. A biblical worldview is outlined for comparison. Finally, Hiebert argues for gospel ministry
that seeks to transform people's worldviews and offers suggestions for how to do so.

Ecclesiastes

What Desires Drive You? Every day bombards us with so many desires, and we wish we could pursue
them all. Ecclesiastes recounts the story of one person who decided to try. He denied himself nothing
that he wanted: Money. Sex. Power. Prestige. Knowledge. Experiences. He pursued them all. But what
happens when we reach the end of those things? If you feel like you're racing the clock for all you desire,
this strangely named book may feel surprisingly familiar. See where his desires led him and what he
learned through it all. LifeChange LifeChange Bible studies will help you grow in Christlikeness through
a life-changing encounter with God’s Word. Filled with a wealth of ideas for going deeper so you can
return to this study again and again. Features Cover the entire book of Ecclesiastes in 8 lessons Equip
yourself to lead a Bible study Imagine the Bible’s historical world Study word origins and definitions
Explore thoughtful questions on key themes Go deeper with optional projects Add your notes with
extra space and wide margins Find the flexibility to fit the time you have

We Become What we Worship

The heart of the biblical understanding of idolatry, argues Gregory Beale, is that we take on the
characteristics of what we worship. Employing Isaiah 6 as his interpretive lens, Beale demonstrates
that this understanding of idolatry permeates the whole canon, from Genesis to Revelation. Beale
concludes with an application of the biblical notion of idolatry to the challenges of contemporary life.

No Other gods

Our lives revolve around our deepest needs and greatest treasures. Relationships. Family. Financial
security. Private hopes and dreams. Most of our desires are healthy. Yet these longings can become
passions we not only pursue, but worship. And while idol worship may seem like ancient history, we
still face the modern-day equivalent [version], as natural needs slowly consume our hearts and minds,
competing with God’s rightful place in our lives. No Other Gods offers a revealing look at the heart of a
woman. Author Kelly Minter explores what happens when good desires become false gods, robbing us
of an intimate relationship with our heavenly father. So discover the freedom in surrender. The healing
in worship. And the joy found in exchanging everyday gods for the one true God. Listen to two samples
from Kelly Minter's worship CD Finer Day. Finer Day: First In My Heart: Buy Finer Day here » ,



The Idolatry of God

We must lay down our certainties and honestly admit our doubts to identify with Jesus. Rollins purposely
upsets fundamentalist certainty in order to open readers up to a more loving, active manifestation of
Christ's love. He explores how the Good News actually involves embracing the idea that we can't be
whole, that life is difficult, and that we are in the dark. By joyfully embracing our brokenness, and
courageously accepting the difficulties of existence, we truly rob death of its sting and enter into the
fullness of life.

Idols for Destruction

Delightfully small volume that unveils twelve ancient kinds of idolatry that caused the judgements of
God to come upon the world and are flourishing again today. Even now, their ripple effects-darkened
minds, unbelief, oppression, and violence-are bringing on God's judgements, spelling the end of the
world as we know it.

Perspectives on Science and Christian Faith

This book is an important step in clarifying the issues that come up when addressing the public square.
It is an early effort towards a coherent theological frame for engagement in socio-political issues, this
time rooted in the richness of a multi-faith context like that of India. While the church is the primary
social context in which the saving power of God is made visible, this book equally insists that it is in
the larger arena of what God is doing in the world that the kingdom’s historic presence is felt. It is a
fitting tribute to a man who has spent much of his life opening up the spaces where the Word is in vital
conversation with the larger world. Melba Padilla Maggay, PhD, Institute for Studies in Asian Church
and Culture (ISACC).

Modern Idolatry and the End of the World

An intelligent discussion of the foundations and methods in ethics and ways to apply a Christian
worldview to our secular culture.

Public Theology: Exploring Expressions of the Christian Faith

In recent years our knowledge of the individual parts of the Bible has increased greatly, but our
understanding of how they fit together has not kept pace. In particular, the relationship between the Old
and New Testaments has been a neglected field of study. The latest in IVP's developing family of New
Dictionaries, the 'New Dictionary of Biblical Theology' is an essential tool for students, preachers and
ministers, as well as for scholars and others seeking a better grasp of the Bible's teaching. The aim of
this prestigious dictionary is to integrate the various biblical books and themes into the overarching story
of the Scriptures. The volume embodies three perspectives on biblical theology, which are reflected in
its structure.

Choosing the Good

This bestselling reference tool has been a trusted resource for more than 25 years with over 165,000
copies sold. Now thoroughly updated and substantially revised to meet the needs of today's students
and classrooms, it offers cutting-edge overviews of key theological topics. Readable and reliable, this
work features new articles on topics of contemporary relevance to world Christianity and freshened
articles on enduring theological subjects, providing comprehensive A-Z coverage for today's theology
students. The author base reflects the increasing diversity of evangelical scholars. Advisory editors
include D. Jeffrey Bingham, Cheryl Bridges Johns, John G. Stackhouse Jr., Tite Tiénou, and Kevin J.
Vanhoozer.

New Dictionary of Biblical Theology

This comprehensive introduction helps students, pastors, and mission committees understand con-
temporary Christian mission historically, biblically, and theologically. Scott Sunquist, a respected
scholar and teacher of world Christianity, recovers missiological thinking from the early church for the
twenty-first century. He traces the mission of the church throughout history in order to address the
global church and offers a constructive theology and practice for missionary work today. Sunquist views
spirituality as the foundation for all mission involvement, for mission practice springs from spiritual



formation. He highlights the Holy Spirit in the work of mission and emphasizes its trinitarian nature.
Sunquist explores mission from a primarily theological--rather than sociological--perspective, showing
that the whole of Christian theology depends on and feeds into mission. Throughout the book, he

presents Christian mission as our participation in the suffering and glory of Jesus Christ for the
redemption of the nations.

Evangelical Dictionary of Theology

Understanding Christian Mission
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