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Explore the intricate interplay of gender, religion, and diversity through a compelling cross-cultural
lens. This comprehensive perspective examines how various cultures shape and are shaped by these
fundamental aspects of human experience, offering insights into societal structures and individual
identities worldwide.

Every thesis includes proper citations and complete academic structure.

The authenticity of our documents is always ensured.
Each file is checked to be truly original.
This way, users can feel confident in using it.

Please make the most of this document for your needs.
We will continue to share more useful resources.
Thank you for choosing our service.

Across digital archives and online libraries, this document is highly demanded.
You are lucky to access it directly from our collection.
Enjoy the full version Gender Religion Diversity Cross Cultural, available at no cost.

Gender, Religion and Diversity

Gender, Religion and Diversity provides an introduction to some of the most challenging perspectives
in the contemporary study of gender and religion. In recent years, women's and gender studies have
transformed the international study of religion through the use of interdisciplinary and cross-cultural
methodologies, which have opened up new and highly controversial issues, challenging previous
paradigms and creating fresh fields of study. As this book shows, gender studies in religion raises
new and difficult questions about the gendered nature of religious phenomena, the relationship
between power and knowledge, the authority of religious texts and institutions, and the involvement
and responsibility of the researcher undertaking such studies as a gendered subject. This book is the
outcome of an international collaboration between a wide range of researchers from different countries
and fields of religious studies. The range and diversity of their contributions is the very strength of this
book, for it shows how gendering works in studying different religious materials, whether foundational
texts from the Bible or Koran, philosophical ideas about truth, essentialism, history or symbolism, the
impact of French feminist thinkers such as Irigaray or Kristeva, or again critical perspectives dealing with
the impact of race, gender, and class on religion, or by deconstructing religious data from a postcolonial
critical standpoint or examining the impact of imperialism and orientalism on religion and gender.

Religion and Sexuality in Cross-Cultural Perspective

Issues of sexuality and gender are hotly contested in both religious communities and national cultures
around the world. In the social sciences, religious traditions are often depicted as inherently conser-
vative or even reactionary in their commitments to powerful patriarchal and pronatalist sexual norms
and gender categories. In illuminating the practices of religious traditions in various cultures, these
essays expose the diversity of religious rituals and mythologies pertaining to sexuality. In the process
the contributors challenge conventional notions of what is normative in our sexual lives.

Speaking of Faith

Papers presented at an international conference, 1983, organized by Harvard University.

Religious Diversity, State, and Law

This volume provides a comprehensive overview of the various features and challenges of the
relationships between peace, state, law, and education in their transnational and international context.
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Religion and Society

Religion is a driving force of the twenty-first century. Here is a book that discusses every aspect of this
fascinating subject, proposing an agenda for future study. The authors are leading scholars from all
over the world.

Gender and Diversity Issues in Religious-Based Institutions and Organizations
T T R R R R R R

Sex, Gender and the Sacred

Sex, Gender and the Sacred presents a multi-faith,multi-disciplinary collection of essays that explore
theinterlocking narratives of religion and gender encompassing 4,000years of history. Contains read-
ings relating to sex and religion that encompass4,000 years of gender history Features new research
in religion and gender across diversecultures, periods, and religious traditions Presents multi-faith and
multi-disciplinary perspectives withsignificant comparative potential Offers original theories and con-
cepts relating to gender,religion, and sexuality Includes innovative interpretations of the connections
betweenvisual, verbal, and material aspects of particular religioustraditions

Exploring Gender and Sikh Traditions

This volume gathers scholars who focus on gender through a variety of disciplines and approaches to
Sikh Studies. The intersections of religion and gender are here explored, based on an understanding
that both are socially constructed. Far from being static, as so often presented in world religions
textbooks, religious traditions are constantly in flux, responding to historical, cultural and social contexts.
So too is ‘the’ Sikh tradition in terms of practices, ideologies, rituals, and notions of identity. We here
conclude that‘a’ Sikh tradition does not exist; instead, there are numerous forms thereof. In this volume,
Sikhism is presented as a collection of ‘Sikh traditions’. Gender studies—in line with women’s liberation,
masculine and feminist studies have long examined and have long deconstructed the patriarchy, but
also move to identify other subordinate-dominant relations between individuals. Indeed, there are
numerous forms of discrimination and power structures that simultaneously create a multiplicity of
oppression. Intersectionality has become the basis of an increasingly systematized production of
contemporary discourses on feminism and gender analysis, as is evidenced by the varied contributions
in this volume.

Handbook of Research on Development and Religion

With eighty percent of the world's population professing religious faith, religious belief is a common
human characteristic. This fascinating and highly unique Handbook brings together state-of-the-art
research on incorporating religion into development studies literature and research. The expert con-
tributors illustrate that as religious identity is integral to a community's culture, exclusion of religious
consideration will limit successful development interventions; it is therefore necessary to conflate
religion and development to enhance efforts to improve the lives of the poor. Issues addressed include:
key tenets, beliefs and histories of religions; religious response to development concerns (gender, envi-
ronment, education, microfinance, humanitarian assistance); and the role of faith based organisations
and missionaries in the wider development context. Practical case studies of countries across Africa,
Eastern Europe and the Pacific (including Australia) underpin the research, providing evidence that
the intersection between religion and development is neither new nor static. By way of conclusion,
suggestions are prescribed for extensive further research in order to advance understanding of this
nascent field. This path-breaking Handbook will prove a thought-provoking and stimulating reference
tool for academics, researchers and students in international development, international relations,
comparative religion and theology.

Alternative Islamic Discourses and Religious Authority

Like anywhere else, the present-day Islamic world too is grappling with modernity and postmodernity,
secularisation and globalisation. Muslims are raising questions about religious representations and
authority. This has given rise to the emergence of alternative Islamic discourses which challenge
binary oppositions and dichotomies of orthodoxy and heterodoxy, continuity and change, state and
civil society. It also leads to a dispersal of authority, a collapse of existing hierarchical structures and
gender roles. This book further argues that the centre of gravity of many of these alternative Islamic



discourses is shifting from the Arabic-speaking 'heartland' towards the geographical peripheries of the
Muslim world and expatriate Muslims in North America and Europe. At the same time, in view of recent
seismic shifts in the political constellation of the Middle East, the trends discussed in this book hold
important clues for the possible direction of future developments in that volatile part of the Muslim
world.

The Diversity Of Worldviews Among Young Adults

This open access volume features a data-rich portrait of what young adults think about the world. It
collects the views of students in higher education from various cultural regions, religious traditions,
linguistic groups, and political systems. This will help readers better understand a generation that

will soon rise to power and influence. The analysis focuses on 12 countries. These include Canada,
China, Finland, Ghana, India, Israel, Peru, Poland, Russia, Sweden, Turkey, and the USA. It em-
ploys a mixed-methods approach, invested in the study of an individual's views and values using
state-of-the-art methodology, including the innovative Faith Q-sort. This instrument is new to the field
and developed for assessing the entanglement of subjective views and personal beliefs. The study also
incorporates a comprehensive values survey as well as other survey tools that look into people's social
capital, media use, social values alignment, and subjective well-being. Each chapter is co-authored by
an international team of scholars with research interest in the particular topic. The rationale for this
principle is the need to engage individuals from different cultural backgrounds, scholarly disciplines,
and methodological and substantive competences. In the end, this innovative approach presents an
informed, empirically grounded analysis of the values and worldviews of the future generation. It sheds
an important light on how changes in the religious landscape are intertwined with broad and diffuse
processes of socio-economic and global cultural change.

Gendering Chinese Religion

A gender-critical consideration of women and religion in Chinese traditions from medieval to modern
times. Gendering Chinese Religion marks the emergence of a subfield on women, gender, and
religion in China studies. Ranging from the medieval period to the present day, this volume departs
from the conventional and often male-centered categorization of Chinese religions into Confucianism,
Buddhism, Daoism, and popular religion. It makes two compelling arguments. First, Chinese women
have deployed specific religious ideas and rituals to empower themselves in various social contexts.
Second, gendered perceptions and representations of Chinese religions have been indispensable
to the historical and contemporary construction of social and political power. The contributors use
innovative ways of discovering and applying a rich variety of sources, many previously ignored by
scholars. While each of the chapters in this interdisciplinary work represents a distinct perspective,
together they form a coherent dialogue about the historical importance, intellectual possibilities, and
methodological protocols of this new subfield.

Drinking from the Same Well

Drinking from the Same Well is designed for those who seek a praxis-oriented theological grounding
in the exploration of cross-cultural perspectives in the field of pastoral care and counseling. It traverses
the broad terrain of cultural analysis and also explores in depth a number of discrete cross-cultural
issues in pastoral counseling, related to communication, conflict, empathy, family dynamics, suffering,
and healing. Cultural analysis and theological reflection are situated alongside numerous case studies
of persons and situations that enflesh the concepts being discussed, and readers are invited to engage
personally with the material through a variety of focus questions and reflective exercises. This book
can serve as a helpful textbook for seminarians and a useful guide for pastors and priests, church
study groups, multicultural parishes, and anyone engaged in helping ministries with persons from other
cultures. The goal is to develop culturally competent pastoral caregivers by providing a comprehensive
and practical overview of the generative themes and challenges in cross-cultural pastoral care.

Research Anthology on Religious Impacts on Society

Religion is considered by many to be something of the past, but it has a lasting hold in society and
influences people across many cultures. This integration of spirituality causes numerous impacts across
various aspects of modern life. The variety of religious institutions in modern society necessitates a
focus on diversity and inclusiveness in the interactions between organizations of different religions,
cultures, and viewpoints. Research Anthology on Religious Impacts on Society examines the cultural,



sociological, economic, and philosophical effects of religion on modern society and human behavior.
Highlighting a range of topics such as religious values, social reforms, and spirituality, this publication
is an ideal reference source for religious officials, church leaders, psychologists, sociologists, profes-
sionals, researchers, academicians, and students.

Contemporary Encounters in Gender and Religion

The fields of gender and religious studies have often been criticized for neglecting to engage with
one another, and this volume responds to this dearth of interaction by placing the fields in an

intimate dialogue. Taking a multi-disciplinary approach and drawing on feminist scholarship, the book
undertakes theoretical and empirical explorations of relational and co-constitutive encounters of gender
and religion. Through varied perspectives, the chapters address three interrelated themes: religion

as practice, the relationship between religious practice and religion as prescribed by formal religious
institutions, and the feminization of religion in Europe.

The General Chapter in a Religious Institute

This book examines the historical antecedents of the concept of general chapter, the supreme authority
in an institute of consecrated life. This provides the basis for an examination of the contemporary
understanding of the nature of its power and authority, as portrayed in the 1983 Code of Canon

Law. The general chapter is analysed in terms of its juridic status, collegial nature, participative
character and representative function as well as its dynamic aspects and faith dimension. The author
applies the findings to one institute of consecrated life, Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary Loreto
Branch. This application provides an example of the challenges inherent in working participatively and
collaboratively within a hierarchical structure. Because consecrated life has an inalienable ecclesial
dimension, understanding authority and power and their exercise in institutes of consecrated life has
relevance for understanding authority and its exercise in other organs of authority at all levels in the
church.

Muslim and Christian Women in Dialogue

Observations about dialogue and about the theology of religions are common enough these days,
but they are rarely grounded in the analysis of a particular reality and are therefore of little help to
practitioners. This book, on the other hand, gives an exhaustive documentation of the background and
the actual situation of Muslim-Christian relations in Northern Nigeria before proceeding to proposals for
understanding the contribution of women's discourse in the development of dialogue and to a feminist
theology of religions. Drawing from her empirical findings in Northern Nigeria as well as some feminist
insights, the author suggests an approach to other religions, grounded in people's lived experience and
a shared commitment to justice, peace and transformed human relations. Recognizing the limitations of
some pluralist theories, she suggests a feminist-ethical approach to religious pluralism. The practicality
and feasibility of such an approach are shown as she elaborates on its possible application in the
concrete context of Northern Nigeria.

Theory and Method in the Study of Religion

This volume reflects on current debates in the acdemic study of religion by reprinting select articles
form the Brill journal Method and Theory in the Study of Religions, currently in its 25th volume, and
asking a group of younger scholars to comment on them.

Muslims as Actors

This book deals with Islamic studies and with the question how the scholarly study of religion can
contribute to the study of Islam. The author advocates studying Islamic phenomena as signs and
symbols interpreted and applied in diverse ways in existing traditions. He stresses the role of Muslims
as actors in the ongoing debate about the articulation of Islamic ways of life and construction of Islam
as a religion. A careful study of this debate should steer clear of political, religious, and ideological
interests. Research in this area by Muslims and non-Muslim scholars alike should address the question
of what Muslims have made of their Islam in specific circumstances. Current political contexts have
created an unhealthy climate for pursuing an “open” approach to Islam based on reading, observing,
listening and reflecting. Yet, precisely nowadays we need to look anew at ways of Muslim thinking and
acting that refer to Islam and to avoid certain schemes of interpreting Muslim realities that are no longer



adequate for present-day Muslim life situations. Muslim recourses to Islam can be studied as human
constructions of value and meaning, and relations between Muslims and others can be seen in terms
of human interaction, without blame always falling on Islam as such.

Women of Faith and the Quest for Spiritual Authenticity

Drawn from over fifty-eight individual, in-depth, qualitative interviews with women of faith in Malaysia
and Britain, Women of Faith and the Quest for Spiritual Authenticity is a multifaith, multicultural and
cross-cultural comparative focus that explores women'’s religious expressions, as derived from practis-
ing Buddhists, Hindus, Christians, Muslims, Jews, Wiccans and Druids among others. Despite social
advances towards women’s emancipation and the lacerating critiques from feminist theologians across
the Abrahamic religions and beyond, women'’s religious experiences remain submerged beneath the
weight of patriarchal religious leadership and ongoing masculinised, dogmatic interpretations. Even
feminism itself has yet to move the spiritual onto their main agenda of inequity in women’s lives. This
extensive, feminist research monograph challenges these exclusions to centre and amplify women’s
voices in speaking powerfully of their religious experiences, interpretations and practices. This is an
ecumenical and entertaining ethnography where women'’s narratives and life stories ground faith as
embodied, personal, painful, vibrant, diverse, illuminating and shared. This book will of interest not only
to academics and students of the sociology of religion, feminist and gender studies, politics, ethnicity
and Southeast Asian studies, but is equally accessible to the general reader broadly interested in faith
and feminism.

Understanding Religion

A cutting-edge introduction to contemporary religious studies theory, connecting theory to data This
innovative coursebook introduces students to interdisciplinary theoretical tools for understanding con-
temporary religiously diverse societies—both Western and non-Western. Using a case-study model,
the text considers: A wide and diverse array of contemporary issues, questions, and critical approaches
to the study of religion relevant to students and scholars A variety of theoretical approaches, including
decolonial, feminist, hermeneutical, poststructuralist, and phenomenological analyses Current debates
on whether the term "religion” is meaningful Many key issues about the study of religion, including
the insider-outsider debate, material religion, and lived religion Plural and religiously diverse societies,
including the theological ideas of traditions and the political and social questions that arise for those
living alongside adherents of other religions Understanding Religion is designed to provide a strong
foundation for instructors to explore the ideas presented in each chapter in multiple ways, engage
students in meaningful activities in the classroom, and integrate additional material into their lectures.
Students will gain the tools to apply specific methods from a variety of disciplines to analyze the social,
political, spiritual, and cultural aspects of religions. Its unique pedagogical design means it can be used
from undergraduate- to postgraduate-level courses.

Women and Gender Issues in British Paganism, 1945-1990

This book explores the ways in which changing views on gender and the place of women in society
during the latter half of the twentieth century affected women'’s participation and standing within British
Paganism. More specifically, it examines how British Wiccans and Wiccan-derived Pagans reacted to
the rise of 'second-wave' feminism and the Women's Liberation Movement in the UK — with a special
emphasis on the reception of feminist theory hailing from the USA — and to the emergence of feminist
branches of Witchcraft and Goddess Spirituality during the 1970s and 1980s. The book draws on
primary sources never before analyzed in an academic context and makes a valuable contribution

to the growing body of knowledge on gender and religion during the twentieth century, as very little
research has been conducted on the relations between the history of modern Paganism and that of
second-wave feminism in the UK.

Materiality in Religion and Culture

This book examines the significance of the material dimensions of religion and culture. By looking
at how scholars have researched religious materiality in the past, and focusing especially upon the
variety of ways objects are handled in contemporary religious life, the reader will discover some
insight into the interplay between the material and the immaterial. Case studies analyze the use of
things in rituals and sacred places as well as ways in which they are appropriated for religious and
academic instruction. The book attempts to reinterpret what the materiality in religion and culture



might signify in light of multidisciplinary methodological approaches and helps to gain some ground
on the abstract perspective of religions. (Series: Marburg Religious Science in Discourse / Marburger
Religionswissenschaft im Diskurs, Vol. 2) [Subject: Religious Studies, Sociology]

Religion, Transformation and Gender

The fifth issue of the Interdisciplinary Journal for Religion and Transformation in Contemporary Society
(J-RaT) centers on the topic of religion, transformation and sex/gender. The focal point will be on
religious and cultural transformation processes and their repercussions on gender roles, constructs
and representations on the one hand, and on sex and/or gender transformations which are embedded
in the context of specific religious traditions on the other. Transformation is understood here as
change, alteration and reformatting. The multifaceted connections between religion, transformation and
sex/gender are concretized in an abundance of material and symbolic phenomena and are examined
starting from different subject-specific and methodical approaches.

Never Wholly Other

How does the Qur'an depict the religious Other? Historically, this question has provoked extensive
debate among Islamic scholars about the identity, nature, and status of such religious Others. Today,
this debate assumes great importance because of the widening experience of religious plurality, which
prompts inquiry into convergences and divergences in belief and practice as well as controversy over
the appropriate forms of interaction among different religions. The persistence of religious violence
also gives rise to difficult questions about the relationship between the depiction of religious Others,
and intolerance and oppression. Scholars have traditionally accounted for the coexistence of religious
similarity and difference by resorting either to models that depict religions as isolated entities or
models that arrange religions in a static, evaluative hierarchy. In response to the limitations of this
discourse, Jerusha Tanner Lamptey constructs an alternative conceptual and hermeneutical approach
that draws insights from the work of Muslim women interpreters of the Qur'an, feminist theology, and
semantic analysis. She employs this approach to reevaluate, reinterpret, and reenvision the Qur'anic
discourse on religious difference. Through a close reading of the Qur'anic text, she distinguishes
between two forms of religious difference: hierarchical and lateral. She goes on to explore the complex
relationality that exists among Qur'anic concepts of hierarchical religious difference and to articulate
a new, integrated model of religious pluralism. Using an interdisciplinary approach to confront existing
Islamic scholarship, Lamptey's Never Wholly Other offers a new genre of theology.

Sufism East and West

Sufism East and West, edited by Jamal Malik and Saeed Zarrabi-Zadeh, investigates the redirection
and dynamics of Sufism in the modern era, specifically from the perspective of cross-cultural exchange
in the resonance spaces of “East” and “West.”

The Routledge Handbook of Gender and Development

The Routledge Handbook of Gender and Development provides a comprehensive statement and
reference point for gender and development policy making and practice in an international and
multi-disciplinary context. Specifically, it provides critical reviews and appraisals of the current state of
gender and development and considers future trends. It includes theoretical and practical approaches
as well as empirical studies. The international reach and scope of the Handbook and the contributors’
experiences allow engagement with and reflection upon these bridging and linking themes, as well
as the examining the politics and policy of how we think about and practice gender and development.
Organized into eight inter-related sections, the Handbook contains over 50 contributions from leading
scholars, looking at conceptual and theoretical approaches, environmental resources, poverty and
families, women and health related services, migration and mobility, the effect of civil and international
conflict, and international economies and development. This Handbook provides a wealth of interdis-
ciplinary information and will appeal to students and practitioners in Geography, Development Studies,
Gender Studies and related disciplines.

Contemporary Christianity and LGBT Sexualities

The subject of gay and lesbian sexuality is perhaps the most vexed issue in the contemporary Christian
Church. Many churches have been forced to confront the matter, both theologically and pastorally



and in consequence, controversies have proved divisive within the Church, most notably between
conservative and liberal orientated denominations, as well as evangelical churches. This book explores
these themes from a sociological perspective, addressing not only gay and lesbian sexualities, but also
bi- and transgendered sexualities. With rich empirical material being presented by a team of experts,
this book constitutes the first comprehensive sociological study of 'non-hetero’ sexualities in relation to
contemporary Christianity. As such, it will appeal to sociologists, scholars of religion and theology as
well as readers across a range of social sciences

Encyclopedia of Gender and Society

Entries discuss the impact gender has had on cultural beliefs and practices, social and economic
organizations, and individual lives.

Buddhist Nuns in Taiwan and Sri Lanka

Taking a comparative approach, this fieldwork-based study explores the lives and thoughts of Buddhist
nuns in present-day Taiwan and Sri Lanka. The author examines the postcolonial background and its
influence on the modern situation, as well as surveying the main historical, economic, and social factors
which influence the position of nuns in society. Based on original research, including interviews with
nuns in both countries, the book examines their perspectives on controversial issues and in particular
those concerning the status of women in Buddhism. Concerns discussed include allegedly misogynist
teachings relating to women'’s inferior karma, that they cannot become Buddhas, and that nuns have
to follow additional rules that monks do not. Bridging the gap between feminist theory and the reality
of women in religion, the book makes a distinct contribution to the study of women in Buddhism by
focusing on nuns from both of the main wings of Buddhism (Theravada and Mahayana) as well as
furthering feminist studies of Buddhism and religion in general.

Gender, Social Change and Spiritual Power

Against a backdrop of debate concerning the role of Pentecostalism as a mediator of ‘modernity’, this
book examines the interaction between charismatic Christianity, spiritual power and gendered social
change in contemporary Ghana.

Religion and Youth

What is the future of religion given the responses of young people? What impact do existing religious
forms have on youth? What kind of spirituality and religion are young people creating for themselves?
Religion and Youth presents an accessible guide to the key issues in the study of youth and religion,
including methodological perspectives. It provides a key teaching text in these areas for undergradu-
ates, and a book of rigorous scholarship for postgraduates, academics and practitioners. Offering the
first comprehensive international perspective on the sociology of youth and religion, this book reveals
key geographical and organisational variables as well as the complexities of the engagement between
youth and religion. The book is divided into six parts organised around central themes: Generation

X and their legacy; The Big Picture - surveys of belief and practice in the USA, UK and Australia;
Expression - how young people construct and live out their religion and spirituality; Identity - the role
of religion in shaping young people's sense of self and social belonging; Transmission - passing on
the faith (or not); Researching Youth Religion - debates, issues and techniques in researching young
people's religion and spirituality. James A. Beckford writes the Foreword and Linda Woodhead the
Epilogue.

Routledge International Handbook of Sustainable Development

This Handbook gives a comprehensive, international and cutting-edge overview of Sustainable Devel-
opment. It integrates the key imperatives of sustainable development, namely institutional, environmen-
tal, social and economic, and calls for greater participation, social cohesion, justice and democracy
as well as limited throughput of materials and energy. The nature of sustainable development and

the book’s theorization of the concept underline the need for interdisciplinarity in the discourse as
exemplified in each chapter of this volume. The Handbook employs a critical framework that prob-
lematises the concept of sustainable development and the struggle between discursivity and control
that has characterised the debate. It provides original contributions from international experts coming
from a variety of disciplines and regions, including the Global South. Comprehensive in scope, it



covers, amongst other areas: Sustainable architecture and design Biodiversity Sustainable business
Climate change Conservation Sustainable consumption De-growth Disaster management Eco-system
services Education Environmental justice Food and sustainable development Governance Gender
Health Indicators for sustainable development Indigenous perspectives Urban transport The Handbook
offers researchers and students in the field of sustainable development invaluable insights into a
contested concept and the alternative worldviews that it has fostered.

Men, Masculinities and Intermarriage in Ezra 9-10

Offering a reading of the intermarriage debate and expulsion of the foreign women in Ezra 9-10, this
book engages with the production and performance of masculinities in this biblical text, shifting the
focus away from the ‘foreign women' to the men who are the primary actors in this work. This approach
addresses the diversity of masculinities and the ways in which they are implicated in the production
of power relations in the text. It explores the ‘feminized’ masculinity of the peoples-of-the-lands, the
unstable masculinity of the golah, Ezra’s performance of penitential masculinity, and the rehabilitation
of divine masculinity. The rejection of the marriages and the call for the expulsion of the women and
children are addressed as sites on which masculinities and power relations are configured. In doing
S0, this book sheds light on how women and the traits and performances culturally ascribed to women,
femininity and inferior masculinities, are appropriated to produce masculinities and negotiate power
relations between men. It posits that the debate in Ezra 9-10 is not, ultimately, about the women
themselves, but about bringing the masculinities, bodies and practices of dissenting men under the
‘management’ of those who wield the Torah in the narrative world of the text. Men, Masculinities

and Intermarriage in Ezra-9-10 is of interest for scholars and students working on the Book of Ezra
specifically, as well as the Hebrew Bible and its world more broadly. It is also a valuable study for those
working on masculinities and gender in the biblical world and ancient Near East.

Women, Violence and Tradition

Is the practice of FGM on the rise in the UK and US? Why? What happens to religious and cultural
traditions when they are taken from their context into a new, often secular, state? Women, Violence
and Tradition is a fascinating look into the life histories of women from ethnic minority communities in
the West, focusing specifically on their experiences of under-researched cultural practices. The book
gives close insight into how ethnic minority women today navigate between their religious and cultural
traditions and the secular state in which they live. The volume illuminates areas of tension and difficulty
when some women actively try to reform aspects of their tradition whilst remaining furiously loyal to
their cultural identity. Other examples highlight how young women are choosing to endorse traditional
practices, seeing this as an important way of demonstrating the legitimacy of their religion and culture in
the face of increasing hostility. This brave and original book tackles the sensitive and controversial issue
of female genital mutilation, as well as surveying changing attitudes and practices around marriage and
divorce. Using a cross-cultural perspective the book draws on the views of activists and community
organisations who work with women to confront injustice.

Buddhism and Whiteness

In this unprecedented book, contributors use Buddhist philosophical and contemplative traditions, both
ancient and modern, and deploy critical philosophy of race, and critical whiteness studies, to address
the proverbial elephant in the room — whiteness.

Women and Religion

This edited collection provides interdisciplinary, global, and multi-religious perspectives on the rela-
tionship between women'’s identities, religion, and social change in the contemporary world. The book
discusses the experiences and positions of women, and particular groups of women, to understand
patterns of religiosity and religious change. It also addresses the current and future challenges posed
by women’s changes to religion in different parts of the world and among different religious traditions
and practices. The contributors address a diverse range of themes and issues including the attitudes
of different religions to gender equality; how women construct their identity through religious activity;
whether women have opportunity to influence religious doctrine; and the impact of migration on the
religious lives of both women and men.

The Religious History of American Women



More than a generation after the rise of women's history alongside the feminist movement, it is still
difficult, observes Catherine Brekus, to locate women in histories of American religion. Mary Dyer, a
Quaker who was hanged for heresy; Lizzie Robinson, a former slave and laundress who sold Bibles
door to door; Sally Priesand, a Reform rabbi; Estela Ruiz, who saw a vision of the Virgin Mary--how
do these women's stories change our understanding of American religious history and American
women's history? In this provocative collection of twelve essays, contributors explore how considering
the religious history of American women can transform our dominant historical narratives. Covering

a variety of topics--including Mormonism, the women's rights movement, Judaism, witchcraft trials,
the civil rights movement, Catholicism, everyday religious life, Puritanism, African American women's
activism, and the Enlightenment--the volume enhances our understanding of both religious history
and women's history. Taken together, these essays sound the call for a new, more inclusive history.
Contributors: Ann Braude, Harvard Divinity School Catherine A. Brekus, University of Chicago Divinity
School Anthea D. Butler, University of Rochester Emily Clark, Tulane University Kathleen Sprows
Cummings, University of Notre Dame Amy Koehlinger, Florida State University Janet Moore Lindman,
Rowan University Susanna Morrill, Lewis and Clark College Kristy Nabhan-Warren, Augustana College
Pamela S. Nadell, American University Elizabeth Reis, University of Oregon Marilyn J. Westerkamp,
University of California, Santa Cruz

Gender-Play in the Hebrew Bible

Though the Hebrew Bible often reflects and constructs a world that privileges men, many of its
narratives play extensively with the gender norms of the society in which they were written. Drawing
from feminist, masculinity and queer studies, Gender-Play in the Hebrew Bible uses close literary
analysis to argue that the writers of the Bible intentionally challenge gender norms in order to reveal
the dangers of destabilizing societal and theological hierarchies that privilege men and masculinity.
This book presents a fascinating argument about the construction and import of gender in the biblical
narratives, and will be of great interest to academics in the fields of religion, theology, and Biblical
studies as well as gender studies.

The Oxford Handbook of Feminist Theory

The Oxford Handbook of Feminist Theory provides a rich overview of the analytical frameworks and
theoretical concepts that feminist theorists have developed to analyze the known world. Featuring
leading feminist theorists from diverse regions of the globe, this collection delves into forty-nine
subject areas, demonstrating the complexity of feminist challenges to established knowledge, while
also engaging areas of contestation within feminist theory. Demonstrating the interdisciplinary nature
of feminist theory, the chapters offer innovative analyses of topics central to social and political science,
cultural studies and humanities, discourses associated with medicine and science, and issues in
contemporary critical theory that have been transformed through feminist theorization. The handbook
identifies limitations of key epistemic assumptions that inform traditional scholarship and shows how
theorizing from women's and men's lives has profound effects on the conceptualization of central cat-
egories, whether the field of analysis is aesthetics, biology, cultural studies, development, economics,
film studies, health, history, literature, politics, religion, science studies, sexualities, violence, or war.
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