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Explore the fascinating process of translating the ancient epic Beowulf into modern English verse. This 
involves adapting the rich Anglo-Saxon text into contemporary language while preserving its poetic 
structure and powerful narrative, offering readers fresh interpretations of the legendary hero and his 
world.

Our thesis collection features original academic works submitted by graduates from 
around the world.

The authenticity of our documents is always ensured.
Each file is checked to be truly original.
This way, users can feel confident in using it.

Please make the most of this document for your needs.
We will continue to share more useful resources.
Thank you for choosing our service.

Across digital archives and online libraries, this document is highly demanded.
You are lucky to access it directly from our collection.
Enjoy the full version Beowulf Modern Translations, available at no cost.

Translating Beowulf: Modern Versions in English Verse

An examination of English verse translations of Beowulf, including Seamus Heaney's version alongside 
other influential renditions.

Translating Beowulf

An examination of English verse translations of Beowulf, including Seamus Heaney's version alongside 
other influential renditions.

Beowulf

This reprint of Morgan's popular and well-respected 1952 modern English translation of the Anglo-Sax-
on epic captures a taut expression of the poem's themes of danger, voyaging, displacement, loyalty, 
and loss. Morgan provides a fluid, modern voice from this medieval masterwork while retaining a clear 
authenticity, making it highly accessible to the contemporary reader.

Beowulf

A unique parallel edition of Beowulf with the original Anglo-Saxon and Gummere's celebrated poetic 
translation on facing pages. "The whole thing is sombre, tragic, sinister, curiously real. ... . It is laden 
with history, leading back into the dark heathen ages beyond the memory of song, but not beyond the 
reach of imagination" - J. R. R. Tolkien. The epic Anglo-Saxon poem Beowulf had "a deep and detailed 
impact on what Tolkien wrote - from his earliest poem of Middle-earth (1914), right through The Hobbit 
... and The Lord of the Rings." - John Garth author of Tolkien and the Great War. "The story of Beowulf, 
Grendel, Grendel's mother and the Dragon [is] surely the basic story of all literature ... It is an epic 
that summons up a world whose trappings have long since disappeared, the trappings of the warrior 
ethos, and morality of almost prehistoric Germanic times; but the essential 'message' has not changed. 
It is about courage and resolve, about duty and responsibility, about honour and achievement; but it 
is also about the transitoriness of things, and the inevitability of death, however glorious the life. It is 
both a celebration of humanity and an elegy. The poem Beowulf is one of the glories of European 
literature." - Magnus Magnusson. Beowulf, the greatest work of Anglo-Saxon literature, and "one of 
the glories of European literature," is set in the mists of Scandinavia, interweaving history and myth. It 
has been translated into English over seventy times, has been widely studied, and has influenced the 
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popular imagination through Tolkien's Hobbit and Lord of the Rings. The young hero, Beowulf, receiving 
reports that a monster has been terrorising the neighbouring Danes nightly in their sumptuous mead 
hall Heorot, sails to their aid with a small band of warriors. The Danish King Hrothgar, amazed at his 
courage, honours him with a celebratory feast, after the shadowy monster Grendel strikes. Beowulf, a 
man of suprahuman strength, though unarmed, fatally wounds Grendel, and later defeats his terrifying 
mother. Beowulf returns to Geatland, becomes King, and ruling with wisdom equalling his courage and 
strength, establishes peace for fifty years. However, an enterprising slave steals a jewelled cup from 
a sleeping dragon's hoard, whereupon the enraged dragon emerges spewing flames, killing villagers, 
and destroying homes. Beowulf, defender of his people, seeks the dragon in its lair; however, once the 
fire-breathing dragon emerges, he is abandoned by all but the young Wiglaf. The two ultimately slay 
the dragon, but only at the cost of a mortal injury to Beowulf. Beowulf, who has triumphed gloriously 
in life and died tragically, is given a funeral equal to any of the heroes of The Iliad or The Aeneid. This 
dual-language edition will be enjoyable for general readers, and invaluable for students who would like 
to read Beowulf in either Anglo-Saxon or modern English, while dipping into the other language to 
deepen pleasure or comprehension. It provides an enjoyable experience of the epic poem Beowulf.

Beowulf

A New York Times Bestseller. Composed toward the end of the first millennium of our era, Beowulf is 
the elegiac narrative of the adventures of Beowulf, a Scandinavian hero who saves the Danes from 
the seemingly invincible monster Grendel and, later, from Grendel's mother. He then returns to his 
own country and dies in old age in a vivid fight against a dragon. The poem is about encountering the 
monstrous, defeating it, and then having to live on in the aftermath. In the contours of this story, at 
once remote and uncannily familiar at the beginning of the twenty-first century, Seamus Heaney finds 
a resonance that summons power to the poetry from deep beneath its surface.

The Word Exchange: Anglo-Saxon Poems in Translation

More than 70 of today's most celebrated poets, including Seamus Heaney, Robert Pinsky and Molly 
Peacock, present new translations of Anglo-Saxon poetry that give life to medieval English voices 
ranging from weary sailors and forlorn wives to farmers and drunken louts.

Beowulf

Out from marshes, beneath misty tors, Grendel came skulking, God's wrath upon him. The terrible rav-
ager intended to steal man-pieces in that mighty house. He moved in darkness toward the drinking-hall 
... Before Game of Thrones, The Lord of the Rings, and Wagner's Ring Cycle, there was Beowulf, the 
original high-fantasy epic tale of heroes, monsters, dragons, and political upheaval. In a new rendition 
of the Old English poem, Matthew Hutchinson shares a fresh and stirring adaption intended for anyone 
who loves bloody tales of adventure and courage. By preserving the rhythmic dynamism of the original 
language and combining the swashbuckling verve of the hero's dual quests to save a kingdom and slay 
a dragon, Hutchinson provides energetic insight into this classic piece of English literature. Included 
are some thoughts on translating Beowulf, reflections on names mentioned in the poem, genealogical 
charts, and a list of suggested reading. Whether you are new to the poem or an avid Beowulfian, you 
are sure to find pleasure in this moving translation, which combines the rugged alliterative measure of 
the original with the directness and accessibility of modern English.

Beowulf

Includes the Junius manuscript, Exeter book, Vercelli book, Beowulf and Judith, metrical psalms of 
Paris Psalter and the meters of Boethius, poems of the Anglo-Saxon chronicle, riddles, charms, and a 
number of minor additional poems.

The Complete Old English Poems

Presents the prose translation of the Old English epic that Tolkien created as a young man, along with 
selections from lectures on the poem he gave later in life and a story and poetry he wrote in the style 
of folklore on the poem's themes.

Beowulf



The acclaimed verse translation of the timeless epic tale of bravery and battle—the enduring saga of 
the hero Beowulf and the monster Grendel—the first true masterpiece of English literature. “There 
are lots of translations of Beowulf floating around, some prose, some poetry, but none manages to 
capture the feel and tone of the original as well as this one.” — Dick Ringler, Professor of English 
and Scandinavian Studies, University of Wisconsin-Madison "No self-respecting college professor 
will want his students to be without it. . . . Renditions in modern English haven't taken the poetry 
of the original very seriously—but what a shock now that someone has! With the subtle rules of 
alliteration, stress, and pause in place—and with a translator bold enough to invent his own vigorous 
and imaginative compound nouns—the poem suddenly takes flight and carries us to the highest 
mountains of achievement." (Booklist)

The Earliest English Poems

It may be the oldest surviving long poem in Old English and is commonly cited as one of the most 
important works of Old English literature. A date of composition is a matter of contention among 
scholars; the only certain dating pertains to the manuscript, which was produced between 975 and 
1025. The author was an anonymous Anglo-Saxon poet, referred to scholars as the "Beowulf poet". 
The poem is set in Scandinavia. Beowulf, a hero of the Geats, comes to the aid of Hrothgar, the king 
of the Danes, whose mead hall in Heorot has been under attack a monster known as Grendel. After 
Beowulf slays him, Grendel's mother attacks the hall and is then also defeated. Victorious, Beowulf 
goes home to Geatland and later becomes king of the Geats. After a period of fifty years has passed, 
Beowulf defeats a dragon, but is fatally wounded in the battle. After his death, his attendants cremate 
his body and erect a tower on a headland in his memory.

Beowulf

This is a community translation of the earliest English epic poem. Beowulf tells the story of a mythical 
hero in northern Europe in, perhaps, the sixth century. Alongside his story, multiple other shorter 
narratives are told and many other voices are heard, making it a rich and varied account of the poet's 
views of heroism, conflict, loyalty and the human condition. The poem is widely taught in schools and 
universities, and has been adapted, modernized, and translated dozens of times, but this is the first 
large-scale polyvocal translation. Readers will encounter the voices of over two-hundred individuals, 
woven together into a reading experience that is at once productively dissonant, yet strangely coherent 
in its extreme variation. We hope that it turns the common question "Why do we need yet another 
translation?" on its head, asking instead, "How can we hear from more translators?," and "How can 
previously unheard, or marginalised voices, find space, like this, in the world of Old English Studies?" 
With this in mind we invite a new generation of readers to try their own hand at translating Beowulf 
in the workbook space provided opposite this community translation. It is often through the effort of 
translating that we see the reality of the original.

Beowulf

Unique and beautiful, Beowulf brings to life a society of violence and honor, fierce warriors and bloody 
battles, deadly monsters and famous swords. Written by an unknown poet in about the eighth century, 
this masterpiece of Anglo-Saxton literature transforms legends, myth, history, and ancient songs into 
the richly colored tale of the hero Beowulf, the loathsome man-eater Grendel, his vengeful water-hag 
mother, and a treasure-hoarding dragon. The earliest surviving epic poem in any modern European 
language. Beowulf is a stirring portrait of a heroic world–somber, vast, and magnificent.

Beowulf by All

A stunning experimental translation of the Old English poem "Beowulf," over 30 decades old and 
woefully neglected, by the contemporary poet Thomas Meyer, who studied with Robert Kelly at Bard, 
and emerged from the niche of poets who had been impacted by the brief moment of cross-pollination 
between U.K. and U.S. experimental poetry in the late 1960s and early 1970s, a movement inspired 
by Ezra Pound, fueled by interactions among figures like Ed Dorn, J.H. Prynne, and Basil Bunting, 
and quickly overshadowed by the burgeoning Language Writing movement. Meyer's translation -- 
completed in 1972 but never before published -- is sure to stretch readers' ideas about what is 
possible in terms of translating Anglo-Saxon poetry, as well as provide new insights on the poem itself. 
According to John Ashberry, Meyer's translation of this thousand-year-old poem is a "wonder," and 



Michael Davidson hails it as a "major accomplishment" and a "vivid" recreation of this ancient poem's 
"modernity."

The Translations of Beowulf A Critical Bibliography

Marshall masterfully retells the earliest poem in the Anglo-Saxon language in simple prose, creating a 
rousing adventure about a monster-slaying hero that is suitable for readers ages 8 and older.

Beowulf and Other Old English Poems

R.M. Liuzza’s translation of Beowulf, first published by Broadview in 1999, has been widely praised for 
its accuracy and beauty. The translation is accompanied in this edition by genealogical charts, historical 
summaries, and a glossary of proper names. Historical appendices include related legends, stories, 
and religious writings from both Christian and Anglo-Saxon traditions. These texts help readers to see 
Beowulf as an exploration of the politics of kingship and the psychology of heroism, and as an early 
English meditation on the bridges and chasms between the pagan past and the Christian present. 
Appendices also include a generous sample of other modern translations of Beowulf, shedding light on 
the process of translating the poem. This new edition features an updated introduction and an expanded 
section of material on Christianity and paganism.

Beowulf

This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) open access 
license. Featuring essays from some of the most prominent voices in early medieval studies, Dating 
Beowulf playfully redeploys the word ‘dating’, which usually heralds some of the most divisive critical 
impasses in the field, to provocatively phrase a set of new relationships with an Old English poem. The 
volume argues for the relevance of the early Middle Ages to affect studies and vice-versa, offering a 
riposte to antifeminist discourse and opening avenues for future work by specialists in the history of 
emotions, literary theorists, students of Old English literature and medieval scholars alike. To this end, 
the essays embody a range of critical approaches from queer theory to animal studies and ecocriticism 
to actor-network theory.

The Story of Beowulf

A lengthy introduction discussing historical background accompanies the poem about the monster 
slayer Beowulf.

Beowulf - Second Edition

John Milton put a twist on the story of Adam and Eve--in the process he created what some have called 
one of the greatest literary works in the English Language. It has inspired music, art, film, and even 
video games. But it's hundreds of years old and reading it today sometimes is a little tough. BookCaps 
is here to help! BookCaps puts a fresh spin on Milton’s classic by using language modern readers 
won't struggle to make sense of. The original English text is also presented in the book, along with a 
comparable version of both text. We all need refreshers every now and then. Whether you are a student 
trying to cram for that big final, or someone just trying to understand a book more, BookCapsTM can 
help. We are a small, but growing company, and are adding titles every month.

Dating Beowulf

The comparative study of the literatures of Ireland and Scotland has emerged as a distinct and 
buoyant field in recent years. This collection of new essays offers the first sustained comparison of 
modern Irish and Scottish poetry, featuring close readings of texts within broad historical and political 
contextualisation. Playing on influences, crossovers, connections, disconnections and differences, the 
'affinities' and 'opposites' traced in this book cross both Irish and Scottish poetry in many directions. 
Contributors include major scholars of the new 'archipelagic' approach, as well as leading Irish and 
Scottish poets providing important insights into current creative practice. Poets discussed include W. B. 
Yeats, Hugh MacDiarmid, Sorley MacLean, Louis MacNeice, Edwin Morgan, Douglas Dunn, Seamus 
Heaney, Ian Hamilton Finlay, Michael Longley, Medbh McGuckian, Nuala ni Dhomhnaill, Don Paterson 
and Kathleen Jamie. This book is a major contribution to our understanding of poetry from these islands 
in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.



Beowulf

Poetry is supposed to be untranslatable. But many poems in English are also translations: Pope's Iliad, 
Pound's Cathay, and Dryden's Aeneis are only the most obvious examples. The Poetry of Translation 
explodes this paradox, launching a new theoretical approach to translation, and developing it through 
readings of English poem-translations, both major and neglected, from Chaucer and Petrarch to Homer 
and Logue. The word 'translation' includes within itself a picture: of something being carried across. This 
image gives a misleading idea of goes on in any translation; and poets have been quick to dislodge it 
with other metaphors. Poetry translation can be a process of opening; of pursuing desire, or succumbing 
to passion; of taking a view, or zooming in; of dying, metamorphosing, or bringing to life. These are the 
dominant metaphors that have jostled the idea of 'carrying across' in the history of poetry translation 
into English; and they form the spine of Reynolds's discussion. Where do these metaphors originate? 
Wide-ranging literary historical trends play their part; but a more important factor is what goes on in 
the poem that is being translated. Dryden thinks of himself as 'opening' Virgil's Aeneid because he 
thinks Virgil's Aeneid opens fate into world history; Pound tries to being Propertius to life because death 
and rebirth are central to Propertius's poems. In this way, translation can continue the creativity of its 
originals. The Poetry of Translation puts the translation of poetry back at the heart of English literature, 
allowing the many great poem-translations to be read anew.

Paradise Lost in Plain and Simple English (A Modern Translation and the Original Version)

This volume contributes to the study of early English poetics. In these essays, several related approach-
es and fields of study radiate outward from poetics, including stylistics, literary history, word studies, 
gender studies, metrics, and textual criticism. By combining and redirecting these traditional scholarly 
methods, as well as exploring newer ones such as object-oriented ontology and sound studies, 
these essays demonstrate how poetry responds to its intellectual, literary, and material contexts. 
The contributors propose to connect the small (syllables, words, and phrases) to the large (histories, 
emotions, faiths, secrets). In doing so, they attempt to work magic on the texts they consider: turning an 
ordinary word into something strange and new, or demonstrating texture, difference, and horizontality 
where previous eyes had perceived only smoothness, sameness, and verticality.

Modern Irish and Scottish Poetry

The fascinating untold story of digital cash and its creators—from experiments in the 1970s to the 
mania over Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies Bitcoin may appear to be a revolutionary form of digital 
cash without precedent or prehistory. In fact, it is only the best-known recent experiment in a long line 
of similar efforts going back to the 1970s. But the story behind cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin and its 
blockchain technology has largely been untold—until now. In Digital Cash, Finn Brunton reveals how 
technological utopians and political radicals created experimental money to bring about their visions of 
the future: to protect privacy, bring down governments, prepare for apocalypse, or launch a civilization 
of innovation and abundance that would make its creators immortal. Filled with marvelous characters, 
stories, and ideas, Digital Cash is an engaging and accessible account of the strange origins and 
remarkable technologies behind today's cryptocurrency explosion.

Beowulf in Our Time

R.D. Fulk is Chancellor's Professor of English at Indiana University, Bloomington. --Book Jacket.

The Poetry of Translation

"An excellent collection... breaks new ground in many areas. Should make a substantial impact on the 
discussion of the contemporary influence of Anglo-Saxon Culture". Conor McCarthy, author of Seamus 
Heaney and the Medieval Imagination Britain's pre-Conquest past and its culture continues to fascinate 
modern writers and artists. From Henry Sweet's Anglo-Saxon Reader to Seamus Heaney's Beowulf, 
and from high modernism to the musclebound heroes of comic book and Hollywood, Anglo-Saxon 
England has been a powerful and often unexpected source of inspiration, antagonism, and reflection. 
The essays here engage with the ways in which the Anglo-Saxons and their literature have been 
received, confronted, and re-envisioned in the modern imagination. They offer fresh insights on 
established figures, such as W.H. Auden, J.R.R. Tolkien, and David Jones, and on contemporary writers 
such as Geoffrey Hill, Peter Reading, P.D. James, and Heaney. They explore the interaction between 
text, image and landscape in medieval and modern books, the recasting of mythic figures such as 



Wayland Smith, and the metamorphosis of Beowulf into Grendel - as a novel and as grand opera. 
The early medieval emerges not simply as a site of nostalgia or anxiety in modern revisions, but 
instead provides a vital arena for creativity, pleasure, and artistic experiment. Contributors: Bernard 
O'Donoghue, Chris Jones, Mark Atherton, Maria Artamonova, Anna Johnson, Clare A. Lees, Sian 
Echard, Catherine A.M. Clarke, Maria Sachiko Cecire, Allen J. Frantzen, John Halbrooks, Hannah J. 
Crawforth, Joshua Davies, Rebecca Anne Barr

The Shapes of Early English Poetry

This dual-language edition of Beowulf is for the general readers’ enjoyment of the poem as well as 
a study guide for students of English language and literature. To meet this dual purpose, the book 
provides the two texts running in parallel. The general readers can enjoy the poem by reading the 
translation; but the serious students of English can lean on the translation as a prop while studying the 
original text line after line. For the students of Old English, who wish to attain a thorough understanding 
of the original lines, the Textual and Explanatory Notes will be an indispensable apparatus: these notes 
discuss diverse scholarly interpretations on the problematic phrases and lines before the translator 
offers his own opinion.

Digital Cash

Presents a new translation of the Anglo-Saxon epic chronicling the heroic adventures of Beowulf, the 
Scandinavian warrior who saves his people from the ravages of the monster Grendel and Grendel's 
mother.

Sounding Lines

Beowulf by All is a community translation of the earliest English epic poem, produced for the first time 
in workbook form to encourage readers to create their own personal translations.

The Beowulf Manuscript

Beowulf, an Anglo-Saxon poem of epic scope, dates back to the year 850 and marks the beginning 
of the English literary tradition. This revised edition of Michael Alexander's acclaimed verse translation 
makes accessible to modern readers the story of the Scandinavian hero Beowulf-slayer of the monster 
Grendel and Grendel's mother-who becomes a king of Greatland in old age and is mortally wounded 
in combat with a dragon. A richly allusive narrative, blending history with legend and folklore, Beowulf 
portrays an epic conflict of feast and feud, generosity and vengeance, life and death. In this new edition 
for Penguin Classics, Michael Alexander provides a new introduction, bibliography, notes, maps, an 
index of proper names, genealogical tables, and a fully revised text.

Anglo-Saxon Culture and the Modern Imagination

The classic story of Beowulf, hero and dragon-slayer, appears here in a new translation accompanied 
by genealogical charts, historical summaries, and a glossary of proper names. These and other 
documents sketching some of the cultural forces behind the poem's final creation will help readers see 
Beowulf as an exploration of the politics of kingship and the psychology of heroism, and as an early 
English meditation on the bridges and chasms between the pagan past and the Christian present. A 
generous sample of other modern versions of Beowulf sheds light on the process of translating the 
poem.

Beowulf in Parallel Texts

Beowulf is the conventional title of an Old English heroic epic poem consisting of 3182 alliterative long 
lines, set in Scandinavia, commonly cited as one of the most important works of Anglo-Saxon literature. 
It survives in a single manuscript known as the Nowell Codex. Its composition by an anonymous 
Anglo-Saxon poet is dated between the 8th and the early 11th century.

The Translation of Beowulf

Enhancing Heaneys masterful bestselling translation of this classic Old English poem, Niless illustra-
tions help modern-day readers visualize the story by bringing it to life.



Beowulf a New Verse Translation Bilingual Edition

A detailed and passionate argument suggesting that Beowulf originated in the pre-Viking kingdom of 
8th-century East Anglia. Where did Beowulf, unique and thrilling example of an Old English epic poem 
come from? In whose hall did the poem's maker first tell the tale? The poem exists now in just one 
manuscript, but careful study of the literary and historical associations reveals striking details which 
lead Dr Newton to claim, as he pieces together the various clues, a specific origin for the poem. Dr 
Newton suggests that references in Beowulf to the heroes whose names are listed in Anglo-Saxon royal 
genealogies indicate that such Northern dynastic concerns are most likely to have been fostered in the 
kingdom of East Anglia. He supports his thesis with evidence drawn from East Anglianarchaeology, 
hagiography and folklore. His argument, detailed and passionate, offers the exciting possibility that 
he has discovered the lost origins of the poem in the pre-Viking kingdom of 8th-century East Anglia. 
SAMNEWTON was awarded his Ph.D. for work on Beowulf.

The Poem Known As Beowulf

Beowulf
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