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An Environmental History Of The World

#environmental history #world history #global environment #human impact on environment #history of nature

Explore the comprehensive environmental history of the world, examining the long-term interactions
between humans and the natural world. From the earliest civilizations to the modern era, this journey
delves into the impact of human activities on ecosystems, climate, and biodiversity, uncovering

the historical roots of contemporary environmental challenges and offering valuable insights for a
sustainable future.
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An Environmental History of the World

An Environmental History of the World is a concise history, from Ancient to Modern times, of the
interaction between human societies and the other forms of life that inhabit our planet. This original
work follows a chronological path through the history of mankind, in relationship to ecosystems
around the world. Each chapter concentrates on a general period in human history which has been
characterised by large scale changes in the relationship of human societies to the biosphere, and gives
three case-studies that illustrate the significant patterns occurring at that time. Little environmental or
historical knowledge is assumed from the reader in this introduction to environmental history.

An Environmental History of the World

This book is an overview of human history in relationship to the natural environment, from origins to
the present, with case studies of different societies in each period.

The Environment in World History

Now in its second edition and refreshed by a decade of new research, The Environment in World
History uncovers the deep-rooted causes of interconnected climate, biodiversity, and ecological crises
that have brought the environment to the top of the global political agenda in the twenty-first century. Its
expanded chapters and case studies explore a wide range of issues including the following: the hunting
of wildlife and the loss of biodiversity across the globe; deforestation and the development of strategies
to protect the world’s forests; soil degradation caused by worldwide agricultural expansion, one of

the most profound ways that humans have altered the planet; the widening impact of urban-industrial
growth and the deepening ecological footprints of the world’s cities; and the rising levels of air, land
and water pollution as the trade-off for continued economic growth worldwide. Covering the last five
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hundred years, it offers an essential environmental perspective on well-known world history narratives
of imperialism and colonialism, trade and commerce, technological progress and the advance of
civilisation. Clearly written and fully up-to-date, it is an invaluable resource for all students of world
history and environmental studies.

Something New Under the Sun: An Environmental History of the Twentieth-Century World (The Global
Century Series)

"One of those rare books that’s both sweeping and specific, scholarly and readable...What makes the
book stand out is its wealth of historical detail." —Elizabeth Kolbert, The New Yorker The history of
the twentieth century is most often told through its world wars, the rise and fall of communism, or

its economic upheavals. In his startling book, J. R. McNeill gives us our first general account of what
may prove to be the most significant dimension of the twentieth century: its environmental history. To a
degree unprecedented in human history, we have refashioned the earth's air, water, and soil, and the
biosphere of which we are a part. Based on exhaustive research, McNeill's story—a compelling blend
of anecdotes, data, and shrewd analysis—never preaches: it is our definitive account. This is a volume
in The Global Century Series (general editor, Paul Kennedy).

The Unending Frontier
John F.

The Ends of the Earth

A unifying discussion of our increasingly integrated global economy, higher population levels and
greater resource demands.

Rethinking Environmental History

This exciting new reader in environmental history provides a framework for understanding the relations
between ecosystems and world systems over time. Alf Hornborg has brought together a group of the
foremost writers from the social, historical and geographical sciences to provide an overview of the
ecological dimension of global, economic processes, with a long-term, historical perspective. Readers
are challenged to integrate studies of the Earth system with studies of the World system, and to
reconceptualize human-environmental relations and the challenges of global sustainability. Immanuel
Wallerstein, renowned Yale sociologist and originator of the world-system concept, closes the volume
with his reflections on the intellectual, moral, and political implications of global environmental change.

Nature and Power

Environmental history, the author argues, is ultimately the history of human hopes and fears.

Encyclopedia of World Environmental History: F-N

The Companion to Global Environmental History offers multiple points of entry into the history and
historiography of this dynamic and fast-growing field, to provide an essential road map to past develop-
ments, current controversies, and future developments for specialists and newcomers alike. Combines
temporal, geographic, thematic and contextual approaches from prehistory to the present day Explores
environmental thought and action around the world, to give readers a cultural, intellectual and political
context for engagement with the environment in modern times Brings together environmental historians
from around the world, including scholars from South Africa, Brazil, Germany, and China

A Companion to Global Environmental History

In 11 essays, the contributors examine the connections between environmental change and other major
topics of early modern world history: population growth, commercialization, imperialism, industrializa-
tion, the fossil fuel revolution, and more.

The Environment and World History

This deeply informed and clearly written text provides a comprehensive and comprehensible history
of China from prehistory to the present. Now updated to include recent political events and scientific
research, the book focuses on the interaction of humans and their environment. Tracing changes in the



physical and cultural world that is home to a fifth of humankind, Robert B. Marks illuminates the para-
doxes inherent in China’s environmental narrative, demonstrating how historically sustainable practices
can, in fact, be profoundly ecologically unsound. The author also reevaluates China’s traditional “heroic”
storyline, highlighting the marginalization of nature and contacts with other peoples that followed the
spread of Chinese civilization while examining the development of a distinctly Chinese way of relating
to and altering the environment. Unmatched in his ability to synthesize a complex subject clearly and
cogently, Marks has written an accessible yet nuanced history for any student interested in China, past
or present, or indeed in the world’s environmental future.

China

The World Water Development Report 2003 pointed out the extensive problem that: 'Sadly, the tragedy
of the water crisis is not simply a result of lack of water but is, essentially, one of poor water governance.'
Cross-sectional and historical intra-national and international comparisons have been recognized as
a valuable method of study in different sectors of human life, including technologies and governance.
Environmental History of Water fills this gap, with its main focus being on water and sanitation services
and their evolution. Altogether 34 authors have written 30 chapters for this multidisciplinary book which
divides into four chronological parts, from ancient cultures to the challenges of the 21st century, each
with its introduction and conclusions written by the editors. The authors represent such disciplines as
history of technology, history of public health, public policy, development studies, sociology, engineering
and management sciences. This book emphasizes that the history of water and sanitation services

is strongly linked to current water management and policy issues, as well as future implications.
Geographically the book consists of local cases from all inhabited continents. The key penetrating
themes of the book include especially population growth, health, water consumption, technological
choices and governance. There is great need for general, long-term analysis at the global level. Lessons
learned from earlier societies help us to understand the present crisis and challenges. This new book,
Environmental History of Water, provides this analysis by studying these lessons.

Environmental History of Water

In an important work that forces readers to view history with new eyes, Ponting shows in compelling
detail how, over and over, human beings throughout history have prospered by exploiting the Earth's
resources to the point where they could no longer sustain societies' populations, causing collapse.
Publicity to tie in with Earth Day (April 23rd).

A New Green History of the World

Courses which deal with environmental history have long lacked a comprehensive overview. I. G.
Simmons has made a significant contribution with a book that looks at the long-term history of
environment and humanity from 10,000 BC to AD 2000. This far-reaching text considers the global
picture and recognises the contributions of many disciplines including the natural sciences, the social
sciences, and increasingly, the humanities.As a starting point, this book takes the major phases of
human technological evolution of the last 12,000 years and considers how these have affected the
natural world. It then considers the response to conditions such as climate change, putting today's
preoccupations into a long-term perspective. This is a book of history, not prophecy, and so makes no
judgements on current anxieties.

Global Environmental History

Assesses the impact of humanity on twentieth century Earth, exploring the indirect effects of politics,
international relations, technological change, key scientists, and environmental disasters and policies.

Something New Under the Sun: An Environmental History of the Twentieth-Century World (The Global
Century Series)

What is environmental history? It is a kind of history that seeks understanding of human beings as
they have lived, worked, and thought in relationship to the rest of nature through the changes brought
by time. In this new edition of his seminal student textbook, J. Donald Hughes provides a masterful
overview of the thinkers, topics, and perspectives that have come to constitute the exciting discipline
that is environmental history. He does so on a global scale, drawing together disparate trends from

a rich variety of countries into a unified whole, illuminating trends and key themes in the process.



Those already familiar with the discipline will find themselves invited to think about the subject in a
new way. This new edition has been updated to reflect recent developments, trends, and new work in
environmental history, as well as a brand new note on its possible future. Students and scholars new
to environmental history will find the book both an indispensable guide and a rich source of inspiration
for future work.

What is Environmental History?

"This book is about the ongoing conflict between humanity and the natural environment. Over the
past 200,000 years, humans have multiplied and populated the Earth. When they domesticated plants
and animals and replaced foraging with agriculture and herding, they depleted natural resources,
deforested the land, and caused mass extinctions. But nature has agency too, causing pandemics

of plague, smallpox, measles, influenza, and other diseases and a climate change called the Little
Ice Age. In recent centuries, industrialization has accelerated extinctions, deforestation, and resource
depletion, even in the oceans. Twentieth-century developmentalism and mass consumerism have
caused global warming and other climate changes. Environmental movements have argued for the
need to mitigate the negative consequences of technological and economic change. The future of
humanity and the Earth depends on choices between achieving a sustainable balance between
humans and nature, carrying on as before, or learning to manage the biosphere. environment, mass
extinction, domestication, agriculture, pandemic, industrialization, developmentalism, consumerism,
global warming"--

Humans Versus Nature

Provocative and rich in illuminating detail, sanely and calmly argued to view the nature of history with
new eyes.

A Green History of the World

This book explores the methodology of environmental history, with an emphasis on the field's interaction
with other historiographies such as consumerism, borderlands, and gender. It examines the problem
of environmental context, specifically the problem and perception of environmental determinism,

by focusing on climate, disease, fauna, and regional environments. It also considers the changing
understanding of scientific knowledge.

The Oxford Handbook of Environmental History

This book is the product of the 2nd World Conference on Environmental History, held in Guimarées,
Portugal, in 2014. It gathers works by authors from the five continents, addressing concerns raised by
past events so as to provide information to help manage the present and the future. It reveals how our
cultural background and examples of past territorial intervention can help to combat political and cultural
limitations through the common language of environmental benefits without disguising harmful past
human interventions. Considering that political ideologies such as socialism and capitalism, as well as
religion, fail to offer global paradigms for common ground, an environmentally positive discourse instead
of an ecological determinism might serve as an umbrella common language to overcome blocking
factors, real or invented, and avoid repeating ecological loss. Therefore, agency, environmental speech
and historical research are urgently needed in order to sustain environmental paradigms and overcome
political, cultural an economic interests in the public arena. This book intertwines reflections on our
bonds with landscapes, processes of natural and scientific transfer across the globe, the changing of
ecosystems, the way in which scientific knowledge has historically both accelerated destruction and
allowed a better distribution of vital resources or as it, in today’s world, can offer alternatives that avoid
harming those same vital natural resources: water, soil and air. In addition, it shows the relevance of
cultural factors both in the taming of nature in favor of human comfort and in the role of the environment
matters in the forging of cultural identities, which cannot be detached from technical intervention in the
world. In short, the book firstly studies the past, approaching it as a data set of how the environment has
shaped culture, secondly seeks to understand the present, and thirdly assesses future perspectives:
what to keep, what to change, and what to dream anew, considering that conventional solutions have
not sufficed to protect life on our planet.

Environmental History in the Making



Of environmental change involving humans. p. 45.

An Environmental History of Great Britain

Global Environmental History introduces this rapidly developing field through a broad and thought-pro-
voking range of expert contributions, it will be an essential resource for students of Environmental
History and Global History.

Global Environmental History

Surveys the ecological impacts of World War I, showing how the war had a global impact on the
environment.

Environmental Histories of the First World War

The Long Shadows is the first book to offer global perspectives on the environmental history of World
War Il. Based on long-term research, the selected essays represent the best available studies in
different fields and countries. With contributions touching on Europe, America, Asia, and Africa, the
book has a truly global approach. The Long Shadows considers the profound and lasting impact World
War Il has had on global environments, encompassing polar, temperate, and tropical ecological zones.
The first section of the book offers an introduction to and holistic overview of the war. The second
section examines the social and environmental impacts of the conflict, while the third focuses on the
history and legacy of resource extraction. A final section offers conclusions and hypotheses. Numerous
themes and topics are explored in these previously unpublished essays, including the control of typhus
fever, the environmental policies of the Third Reich, Japanese imperialism and marine resources, and
the new and innovative field of acoustic ecology. Aimed at researchers and students in the fields of
environmental history, military history, and global history, The Long Shadows will also appeal to general
readers interested in the environmental impact of the greatest military conflict in the history of the world.
Book jacket.

The Long Shadows

The untold history of how people came to conceive, to manage, and to dispute environmental crisis,
The Environment is essential reading for anyone who wants to help protect the environment from the
numerous threats it faces today.

The Environment

This longue durée survey of the Indian subcontinent's environmental history reveals the complex
interactions among its people and the natural world.

An Environmental History of India

The Middle Ages was a critical and formative time for Western approaches to our natural surroundings.
An Environmental History of the Middle Ages is a unique and unprecedented cultural survey of attitudes
towards the environment during this period. Exploring the entire medieval period from 500 to 1500, and
ranging across the whole of Europe, from England and Spain to the Baltic and Eastern Europe, John
Aberth focuses his study on three key areas: the natural elements of air, water, and earth; the forest;
and wild and domestic animals. Through this multi-faceted lens, An Environmental History of the Middle
Ages sheds fascinating new light on the medieval environmental mindset. It will be essential reading
for students, scholars and all those interested in the Middle Ages

An Environmental History of the Middle Ages

This book is an introductory instrument to the main themes of environmental history, illustrating its
development over time, methodological implications, results achieved and those still under discussion.
But the overriding aspiration is to show that the doubts, methods and knowledge elaborated by
environmental history have a heuristic value that is far from negligible precisely in its attitude to the
most consolidated major historiography. For this reason, this book gives an overview of environmental
history as it is an essential component of the basic knowledge of global history. At the same time,

it introduces specific aspects which are useful both for anyone wanting to deepen his/her studies of
environmental historiography and for those interested in one of the many disciplinary areas — from rural



history to urban history, from the history of technology to the history of public health, etc. with which
environmental history develops a dialogue.

The Basic Environmental History

How did medieval Europeans use and change their environments, think about the natural world, and try
to handle the natural forces affecting their lives? This groundbreaking environmental history examines
medieval relationships with the natural world from the perspective of social ecology, viewing human
society as a hybrid of the cultural and the natural. Richard Hoffmann's interdisciplinary approach
sheds important light on such central topics in medieval history as the decline of Rome, religious
doctrine, urbanization and technology, as well as key environmental themes, among them energy use,
sustainability, disease and climate change. Revealing the role of natural forces in events previously
seen as purely human, the book explores issues including the treatment of animals, the 'tragedy of
the commons', agricultural clearances and agrarian economies. By introducing medieval history in the
context of social ecology, it brings the natural world into historiography as an agent and object of history
itself.

An Environmental History of Medieval Europe

Covering the last five hundred years of global history, The Environment in World History examines the
processes that have transformed the Earth and put growing pressure on natural resources. Chapters
and case studies explore a wide range of issues, including: the hunting of wildlife and the loss of
biodiversity in nearly every part of the globe the clearing of the world’s forests and the development of
strategies to halt their decline the degradation of soils, one of the most profound and unnoticed ways
that humans have altered the planet the impact of urban-industrial growth and the deepening ‘ecological
footprints’ of the world’s cities the pollution of air, land and water as the ‘inevitable’ trade-off for
continued economic growth worldwide. The Environment in World History offers a fresh environmental
perspective on familiar world history narratives of imperialism and colonialism, trade and commerce,
and technological progress and the advance of civilisation, and will be invaluable reading for all students
of world history and environmental studies.

The Environment in World History

An environmental history of the mountain areas of Turkey, Greece, Italy, Spain, and Morocco.

The Mountains of the Mediterranean World

The lush green mountainous archipelago of today supports a population of over 127 million people and
one of the most advanced economies in the world. How has this come about? At what environmental
cost? Conrad Totman, one of the world's foremost scholars on Japan, here provides a comprehensive
and detailed account of the country's environmental history, from its beginnings to the present day. What
makes the Japanese story particularly instructive is that the country's boundaries are uncommonly
clear and the nature, timing, and extent of external influences on its history are unusually identifiable.
The Japanese experience, therefore, not only yields important insights into the processes of environ-
mental history, it offers important lessons for the wider environmental history of the planet.

Japan

The Holocene provides students, researchers and lay-readers with the remarkable story of how the
natural world has been transformed since the end of the last Ice Age around 15,000 years ago.

This period has witnessed a shift from environmental changes determined by natural forces to those
dominated by human actions, including those of climate and greenhouse gases. Understanding the
environmental changes - both natural and anthropogenic - that have occurred during the Holocene is
of crucial importance if we are to achieve a sustainable environmental future. Revised and updated to
take full account of the most recent advances, the third edition of this classic text includes substantial
material on the scientific methods that are used to reconstruct and date past environments, as well as
new concepts such as the Anthropocene. The book is fully-illustrated, global in coverage, and contains
case studies, a glossary and more than 500 new references.

The Holocene



The present and future state of the environment gives rise to ever increasing concern, but much less is
known as yet about the past: the damage that has been done since, and by, the Industrial Revolution;
how far our predecessors were aware of it; the steps they took; and the gradual development of a wider
concern for the state of the world and our impact on it. This timely and pioneering survey, designed for
general readers as well as students and scholars, is a substantial contribution to that understanding.

An Environmental History of Britain since the Industrial Revolution

Ecology and Empire forged a historical partnership of great power -- and one which, particularly in the
last 500 years, radically changed human and natural history across the globe. This book scrutinizes
European expansion from the perspectives of the so-called colonized peripheries, the settler societies.
It begins with Australia as a prism through which to consider the relations between settlers and their
lands, but moves well beyond this to a range of lands of empire. It uses their distinctive ecologies and
histories to shed new light on both the imperial and the settler environmental experience. Ecology and
Empire also explores the way in which the science of ecology itself was an artifact of empire, drawing
together the fields of imperial history and the history of science.

Ecology and Empire

This volume brings to the reader the history of the alteration of environment by human action, and
the reciprocal influence of the environment upon human history. A set of macro- and micro-regional
studies of environmental history and economic development with respect to India, China, Bangladesh,
and Brazil are discussed

Environmental History

This book is the product of the 2nd World Conference on Environmental History, held in Guimarées,
Portugal, in 2014. It gathers works by authors from the five continents, addressing concerns raised by
past events so as to provide information to help manage the present and the future. It reveals how our
cultural background and examples of past territorial intervention can help to combat political and cultural
limitations through the common language of environmental benefits without disguising harmful past
human interventions. Considering that political ideologies such as socialism and capitalism, as well as
religion, fail to offer global paradigms for common ground, an environmentally positive discourse instead
of an ecological determinism might serve as an umbrella common language to overcome blocking
factors, real or invented, and avoid repeating ecological loss. Therefore, agency, environmental speech
and historical research are urgently needed in order to sustain environmental paradigms and overcome
political, cultural an economic interests in the public arena. This book intertwines reflections on our
bonds with landscapes, processes of natural and scientific transfer across the globe, the changing of
ecosystems, the way in which scientific knowledge has historically both accelerated destruction and
allowed a better distribution of vital resources or as it, in today’s world, can offer alternatives that avoid
harming those same vital natural resources: water, soil and air. In addition, it shows the relevance of
cultural factors both in the taming of nature in favor of human comfort and in the role of the environment
matters in the forging of cultural identities, which cannot be detached from technical intervention in the
world. In short, the book firstly studies the past, approaching it as a data set of how the environment has
shaped culture, secondly seeks to understand the present, and thirdly assesses future perspectives:
what to keep, what to change, and what to dream anew, considering that conventional solutions have
not sufficed to protect life on our planet.

Environmental History in the Making

This volume, newly available in paperback, brings together the best of T. C. Smout's recent articles and
contributions to books and journals on the topic of environmental history and offers them as a collection
of 'explorations'. The author's interests are multi-faceted and, though often focussed on post-1600
Scotland, by no means restricted to that area.

Exploring Environmental History

What is environmental history? It is a kind of history that seeks understanding of human beings as they
have lived, worked and thought in relationship to the rest of nature through the changes brought by

time. In this seminal student textbook, J. Donald Hughes provides a masterful overview of the thinkers,
topics and perspectives that have come to constitute the exciting discipline that is environmental history.



He does so on a global scale, drawing together disparate trends from a rich variety of countries into
a unified whole, illuminating trends and key themes in the process. Those already familiar with the
discipline will find themselves invited to think about the subject in a new way. Students and scholars new
to environmental history will find the book both an indispensable guide and a rich source of inspiration

for future work.

What is Environmental History?
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