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John Freely's 'Istanbul: The Imperial City' offers an authoritative and captivating exploration of this
legendary metropolis, delving deep into its rich past as the heart of both the Byzantine and Ottoman
Empires. This essential work provides readers with a vivid understanding of Istanbul's architectural
marvels, cultural tapestry, and enduring legacy as a city where East meets West, penned by a renowned
historian.
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Istanbul

Istanbul's history is a catalogue of change, not least of name, yet it has managed to retain its own
unique identity. John Freely captures the flavour of daily life as well as court ceremonial and intrigue.
The book also includes a comprehensive gazetteer of all major monuments and museums. An in-depth
study of this legendary city through its many different ages from its earliest foundation to the present
day - the perfect traveller's companion and guide.

Istanbul

Tells the story of Istanbul from its founding to the present day, with an emphasis on dalily life in the city
throughout the centuries.

Strolling Through Istanbul

First published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Byzantine Monuments of Istanbul

This book is about the Byzantine monuments of Istanbul, most notably, Haghia Sophia. The remains

of the land and sea walls, the Hippodrome, imperial palaces, commemorative columns, reservoirs and
cisterns, an aqueduct, a triumphal archway, a fortified port, and twenty churches are also described in
chronological order in the context of their times. These "monuments" are viewed in relationship to the
political, religious, social, economic, intellectual and artistic developments of the Byzantine dynasties.

The Companion Guide to Istanbul and Around the Marmara
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The traveller gets exactly what he needs, and in a handy format. THE TIMES The author seems to
have covered every road in the country, and has something of interest to say about virtually every site.
COUNTRY LIFE Istanbul is the only city in the world that stands astride two continents, spreading
across from Europe into Asia at the southern end of the Bosphorus, the incomparably beautiful strait
linking the Black Sea with the Sea of Marmara in northwestern Turkey. This Companion Guide to
Istanbul goes as far as the region around Marmara from the Bosphorus to the Dardanelles, which flows
into the Aegean past the historic ruins of Troy on its Asian shore.Revised and updated for this new
edition, the book is a guide to the Byzantine and Ottoman monuments and to the many other places of
great historic interest around the Marmara, including Edirne, Bursa and Iznik, ancient Nicaea, as well
as the renowned archaeological site of Homeric Troy. It is also an introduction to Turkey itself and to its
people and their way of life, which they are more than willing to share with the traveller who takes the
time to become acquainted with them. JOHN FREELY has lived and worked on America's east coast,
in Britain, and around the Mediterranean, but is long-time Professor of Physics at the University of the
Bosphorus, Istanbul, and has been resident for many years in Turkey. His understanding of the land
and its people has made him a respected interpreter of Turkey ancient and modern.

A History of Ottoman Architecture

This text is focused on the history of the extant buildings in the Republic of Turkey. The book begins
with a brief history of the Ottoman Empire and develops by outlining the mains features of Ottoman
architecture and discusses the biography of the great Ottoman architect Sinan.

Aladdin's Lamp

Aladdin’s Lamp is the fascinating story of how ancient Greek philosophy and science began in the
sixth century B.C. and, during the next millennium, spread across the Greco-Roman world, producing
the remarkable discoveries and theories of Thales, Pythagoras, Hippocrates, Plato, Aristotle, Euclid,
Archimedes, Galen, Ptolemy, and many others. John Freely explains how, as the Dark Ages shrouded
Europe, scholars in medieval Baghdad translated the works of these Greek thinkers into Arabic,
spreading their ideas throughout the Islamic world from Central Asia to Spain, with many Muslim
scientists, most notably Avicenna, Alhazen, and Averroés, adding their own interpretations to the
philosophy and science they had inherited. Freely goes on to show how, beginning in the twelfth century,
these texts by Islamic scholars were then translated from Arabic into Latin, sparking the emergence
of modern science at the dawn of the Renaissance, which climaxed in the Scientific Revolution of the
seventeenth century.

John Freely's Istanbul

John Freely has explored, loved and illuminated his adopted city of Istanbul for forty-three years.

The Grand Turk

Sultan Mehmet I, the Grand Turk, known to his countrymen as Fatih, 'the Conqueror’, and to much of
Europe as 'the present Terror of the World', was once the most feared and powerful ruler in the world.
The seventh of his line to rule the Ottoman Turks, Mehmet was barely 21 when he conquered Byzantine
Constantinople, which became Istanbul and the capital of his mighty empire. Mehmet reigned for 30
years, during which time his armies extended the borders of his empire halfway across Asia Minor
and as far into Europe as Hungary and Italy. Three popes called for crusades against him as Christian
Europe came face to face with a new Muslim empire.Mehmet himself was an enigmatic figure. Revered
by the Turks and seen as a cruel and brutal tyrant by the west, he was a brilliant military leader but also
a renaissance prince who had in his court Persian and Turkish poets, Arab and Greek astronomers
and Italian scholars and artists. In this, the first biography of Mehmet for 30 years, John Freely vividly
brings to life the world in which Mehmet lived and illuminates the man behind the myths, a figure who
dominated both East and West from his palace above the Golden Horn and the Bosphorus, where
an inscription still hails him as, 'Sultan of the two seas, shadow of God in the two worlds, God's
servant between the two horizons, hero of the water and the land, conqueror of the stronghold of
Constantinople.”

Istanbul



A remarkable tale of empire and exile, restoring to vivid life one of the most extraordinary and colourful
figures of medieval history. Jem Sultan, born in December 1459, was one of the wonders of his age.
A Turkish prince held captive in Europe at a time when the Ottoman Empire was at its peak, he was
renowned throughout the continent as a romantic, mysterious figure. Today he is almost forgotten in
the West, but in Turkey he is still a heroic figure, a gallant poet-prince who never grows old, his tomb
a place of pilgrimage. capture of Constantinople in 1453. When Mehmet died in 1481 Jem and his
brother Beyazet fought a year-long war for the succession. Jem lost, and fled to Rhodes. He was held
for seven years in various castles in France, then imprisoned in the Vatican. He died in 1495, probably
poisoned by the infamous Borgia Pope, Alexander VI. His body was finally returned to Turkey in 1499.
John Freely, who has had access to original documents in English, Turkish, French and Italian, tells the
remarkable story of Jem Sultan from his childhood and youth in the palaces of the Ottoman Empire
through his war with his brother and his long years of exile in Europe.

Jem Sultan

This book examines how Ottomans were mapped in the narrative and visual imagination of early
modern Europe's Christian kingdoms.

Mapping the Ottomans

Philip Mansel's highly acclaimed history absorbingly charts the interaction between the vibrantly
cosmopolitan capital of Constantinople - the city of the world's desire - and its ruling family. In 1453,
Mehmed the Conqueror entered Constantinople on a white horse, beginning an Ottoman love affair
with the city that lasted until 1924, when the last Caliph hurriedly left on the Orient Express. For almost
five centuries Constantinople, with its enormous racial and cultural diversity, was the centre of the
dramatic and often depraved story of an extraordinary dynasty.

Constantinople

A History of Modern Turkey.

Turkey Unveiled

Reports on conditions in Turkey at the beginning of the twenty-first century, looking at the country's
potential to become a world leader, and examining the factors that could keep that from happening.

Crescent and Star

A travel guide to Istanbul describing historic monuments and sites of what was once Constantinople
and the capital in turn of the Byzantine and Ottoman Empires.

Strolling Through Istanbul

‘A brilliant reconstruction of the saga of power, glory, invasion and decay that is the one-thousand year
story of Constantinople. A truly marvellous book.' - Simon Winchester In 2014, Richard Fidler and his
son Joe made a journey to Istanbul. Fired by Richard's passion for the rich history of the dazzling
Byzantine Empire - centred around the legendary Constantinople - we are swept into some of the
most extraordinary tales in history. The clash of civilisations, the fall of empires, the rise of Christianity,
revenge, lust, murder. Turbulent stories from the past are brought vividly to life at the same time as a
father navigates the unfolding changes in his relationship with his son. GHOST EMPIRE is a revelation:
a beautifully written ode to a lost civilization, and a warmly observed father-son adventure far from
home.

Ghost Empire

Histories of modern science often begin with the heroic battle between Galileo and the Catholic Church,
which sparked the Scientific Revolution and led to the world-changing discoveries of Isaac Newton. In
reality, more than a millennium before the Renaissance, a succession of scholars paved the way for
the discoveries for which Galileo and Newton are credited. In Before Galileo, John Freely investigates
the first European scientists, many of them monks, whose influence ranged far beyond the walls of
their monasteries. He shows how science and religion coexisted, and places the great discoveries of
the age in their rightful context.

Portrait of a Turkish Family



"First published in Great Britain by Penguin Random House UK"--Title page verso.

Before Galileo

Islam has been one of the most powerful religious, social and political forces in history. Over the

last 1400 years, from origins in Arabia, a succession of Muslim polities and later empires expanded
to control territories and peoples that ultimately stretched from southern France to East Africa and
South East Asia. Yet many of the contributions of Muslim thinkers, scientists and theologians, not to
mention rulers, statesmen and soldiers, have been occluded. This book rescues from oblivion and
neglect some of these personalities and institutions while offering the reader a new narrative of this lost
Islamic history. The Umayyads, Abbasids, and Ottomans feature in the story, as do Muslim Spain, the
savannah kingdoms of West Africa and the Mughal Empire, along with the later European colonization
of Muslim lands and the development of modern nation-states in the Muslim world. Throughout, the
impact of Islamic belief on scientific advancement, social structures, and cultural development is given
due prominence, and the text is complemented by portraits of key personalities, inventions and little
known historical nuggets. The history of Islam and of the world's Muslims brings together diverse
peoples, geographies and states, all interwoven into one narrative that begins with Muhammad and
continues to this day.

Agents of Empire

This is the story of the House of Osman, the imperial dynasty that ruled the Ottoman Empire for more
than seven centuries, an empire that once stretched from central Europe to North Africa and from
Persia to the Adriatic. The capital of this empire was Istanbul, ancient Byzantium, a city that stands
astride Europe and Asia on the Bosphorus. And it was in the great palace of Topkapi Sarayi that the
sultans of this empire ruled. Inside the Seraglio - a classic of Ottoman history - takes us behind the
gilded doors of the Topkapi and into the heart of the palace: the harem, where the sultan would surround
himself with his wives, concubines, eunuchs, pages, dwarfs and mutes and where all the tempestuous
events of empire were so often played out. This is the history of a remarkable palace in all its colour
and opulence and the story of its influence on a great empire.

Lost Islamic History

Istanbul, through the mind of its most celebrated writer ** PRE-ORDER NIGHTS OF PLAGUE, THE
NEW NOVEL FROM ORHAN PAMUK ** Winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature 'A declaration of love.
Sunday Times 'A fascinating read for anyone who has even the slightest acquaintance with this fabled
bridge between east and west.' The Economist 'An irresistibly seductive book' Jan Morris, Guardian
In a surprising and original blend of personal memoir and cultural history, Turkey's most celebrated
novelist, Orhan Pamuk, explores his home of more than fifty years. What begins as a portrait of the
artist as a young man becomes a shimmering evocation, by turns intimate and panoramic, of one of
the world's greatest cities. Beginning in the family apartment building where he was born, and still
lives, Pamuk uses his family secrets to show how they were typical of their time and place. He then
guides us through Istanbul's monuments and lost paradises, dilapidated Ottoman villas, back streets
and waterways, and introduces us to the city's writers, artists and murderers. Like Joyce's Dublin and
Borges' Buenos Aires, Pamuk's Istanbul is a triumphant encounter of place and sensibility, beautifully
written and immensely moving.

Inside the Seraglio

"Arresting ... Stone’s Turkey breaks the popular mould and introduces its readers to a place beyond
their presumptions” —The Sunday Times In Turkey: A Short History the celebrated historian Norman
Stone deftly conducts the reader through the fascinating and complex story of Turkey’s past, from

the arrival of the Seljuks in Anatolia in the eleventh century to the modern republic applying for EU
membership in the twenty-first. It is an account of epic proportions, featuring rapacious leaders such
as Genghis Khan and Tamerlane, the glories of Sultan Suleyman the Magnificent, and Kemal Ataturk,
the reforming genius and founder of modern Turkey. For six hundred years Turkey was at the heart of
the Ottoman Empire, a superpower that brought Islam to the gates of Vienna and stretched to North
Africa, the Persian Gulf, and the river Volga. Stone examines the reasons for the astonishing rise and
the long decline of this world empire and how for its last hundred years it became the center of the
Eastern Question, as the Great Powers argued over a regime in its death throes. Then, as now, the
position of Turkey—a country balanced between two continents—provoked passionate debate. Stone



concludes the book with a trenchant examination of the Turkish republic created in the aftermath of the
First World War, where East and West, religion and secularism, and tradition and modernization are
vibrant and sometimes conflicting elements of national identity.

Istanbul

Storm on Horseback is both a dramatic history and, uniquely, a traveller's guide to the extraordinary
heritage of the Seljuks in Turkey. Who are the Turks and where did they come from? The successive
empires that they created in a whirlwind of conquests from China to North Africa led one chronicler to
call the waves of mounted Turkic warriors a "'storm on horseback.™ This is the story of the Seljuk Turks
of Anatolia who created the first Turkish state. The Seljuk period--when Anatolia, which had been for the
most part Greek and Christian and became predominantly Turkic and Muslim--was one of the great
cultural transformations in Middle Eastern history. Here, John Freely takes the reader from Istanbul
throughout eastern Anatolia, describing the surpassingly beautiful monuments with which the Seljuks
adorned their cities, as well as the music, dance, prose and poetry of the period. Though the Seljuks
themselves did not survive as rulers, their cultural heritage lives on in the deepest roots of Turkish life,
just as their magnificent monuments still adorn the landscape of Turkey.

Turkey

With wit, intelligence and his trademark eye for riveting detail, John Julius Norwich has brought together
the most important and fascinating events from his trilogy of the rise and fall of the Byzantine empire.

Storm on Horseback

Sinan was the greatest architect of the Ottoman Golden Age - when the Empire reached its zenith of
power and magnificence. His style marks the apogee of Turkish art and this volume is a magnificent
testament to the achievement of a man who stamped his imprint on an entire culture Beginning as

a military engineer and designer of fortifications, he was appointed Chief Imperial Architect in 1538.
While Michelangelo was working on St. Peter's, Sinan completed the greatest of Turkish mosques,
the Suleymaniye and the Selimiye. Under Stleyman the Magnificent and his successor Selim Il, Sinan
designed hundreds of buildings: mosques, palaces, tombs, mausolea, hospitals, schools, caravanserai,
bridges, aqueducts and baths. As he himself said, 'with time each edifice became - with the help of
Allah and thanks to the generosity and benevolence of the State - the very image of the world in the
lands ruled by the Ottoman dynasty.' In his greatest works he adapted Byzantine and Islamic styles
to produce something quite new: a centralized organization of absolute space unhindered by pillars or
columns and covered by a soaring dome. An architect of genius in a dynamic new empire expanding
into both Asia and Europe, he was a true man of the Renaissance. Opulent colour photographs, many
taken specially by Ara Guler for this publication, pay tribute to the extraordinary space and light of
Sinan's buildings. Texts by the most important specialists in this field complement the handsome visual
material and offer new interpretations of Sinan's art.



A Short History of Byzantium

For more than two millennia Istanbul has stood at the crossroads of the world, perched at the very tip
of Europe, gazing across at the shores of Asia. The history of this city—known as Byzantium, then
Constantinople, now Istanbul—is at once glorious, outsized, and astounding. Founded by the Greeks,
its location blessed it as a center for trade but also made it a target of every empire in history, from
Alexander the Great and his Macedonian Empire, to the Romans and later the Ottomans. At its most
spectacular, Istanbul was re-founded by Emperor Constantine | as New Rome, the capital of the eastern
Roman Empire. He dramatically expanded the city, filling it with artistic treasures, and adorning the
streets with opulent palaces. Constantine built new walls around it all—walls that were truly impregnable
and preserved power, wealth, and withstood any aggressor—walls that still stand for tourists to visit.
From its ancient past to the present, we meet the city through its ordinary citizens—the Jews, Muslims,
Italians, Greeks, and Russians who used the famous baths and walked the bazaars, and the rulers
who built it up and then destroyed it, including Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the man who christened the city
"Istanbul" in 1930. Thomas Madden's entertaining narrative brings to life the city we see today, including
the rich splendor of the churches and monasteries that spread throughout the city. Istanbul draws on a
lifetime of study and the latest scholarship, transporting readers to a city of unparalleled importance and
majesty that holds the key to understanding modern civilization. In the words of Napoleon Bonaparte,
"If the Earth were a single state, Istanbul would be its capital."

Sinan

Istanbul has always been a place where stories and histories collide and crackle, where the idea is as
potent as the historical fact. From the Qu'ran to Shakespeare, this city with three names - Byzantium,
Constantinople, Istanbul - resonates as an idea and a place, and overspills its boundaries - real and
imagined. Standing as the gateway between the East and West, it has served as the capital of the
Roman, Byzantine, Latin and Ottoman Empires. For much of its history it was known simply as The City,
but, as Bettany Hughes reveals, Istanbul is not just a city, but a story. In this epic new biography, Hughes
takes us on a dazzling historical journey through the many incarnations of one of the world's greatest
cities. As the longest-lived political entity in Europe, over the last 6,000 years Istanbul has absorbed
a mosaic of micro-cities and cultures all gathering around the core. At the latest count archaeologists
have measured forty-two human habitation layers. Phoenicians, Genoese, Venetians, Jews, Vikings,
Azeris all called a patch of this earth their home. Based on meticulous research and new archaeological
evidence, this captivating portrait of the momentous life of Istanbul is visceral, immediate and scholarly
narrative history at its finest.

Istanbul

Jamaica used to be the source of much of Britain's wealth, an island where slaves grew sugar and
the money flowed in vast quantities. It was a tropical paradise for the planters, a Babylonian exile for
the Africans shipped to the Caribbean. It became independent in 1962. Jamaica is now a country in
despair. It has become a cockpit of gang warfare, drug crime and poverty. Haunted by the legacy of
imperialism, its social and racial divisions seem entrenched. Its extraordinary musical tradition and
physical beauty are shadowed by casual murder, police brutality and political corruption. lan Thomson
shows a side of Jamaica that tourists rarely see in their gated enclaves. He travelled country roads

in buses and met ordinary Jamaicans in their homes and workplaces; and his encounters with the
white elite, who still own most of Jamaica's businesses and newspapers, are unforgettable. Thomson
brings alive the country's unique racial and ethnic mix; the all-pervading influence of the USA; and the
increasing disillusionment felt by its people, who can't rely on the state for their most basic security. At
the heart of the book is Jamaica's tense, uneasy relationship with Britain, to whom it remains politically
and culturally bound.

Istanbul

This classic account shows how the fall of Constantinople in May 1453, after a siege of several weeks,
came as a bitter shock to Western Christendom. The city's plight had been neglected, and negligible
help was sent in this crisis. To the Turks, victory not only brought a new imperial capital, but guaranteed
that their empire would last. To the Greeks, the conquest meant the end of the civilisation of Byzantium,
and led to the exodus of scholars stimulating the tremendous expansion of Greek studies in the
European Renaissance.

The Dead Yard



In a world of rising tensions between Russia and the United States, the Middle East and Europe,
Sunnis and Shiites, Islamism and liberalism, Turkey is at the epicentre. And at the heart of Turkey is its
right-wing populist president, Recep Tayyip Erdo?an. Since 2002, Erdo?an has consolidated his hold
on domestic politics while using military and diplomatic means to solidify Turkey as a regional power.
His crackdown has been brutal and consistent - scores of journalists arrested, academics officially
banned from leaving the country, university deans fired and many of the highest-ranking military officers
arrested. In some senses, the nefarious and failed 2016 coup has given Erdo?an the licence to make
good on his repeated promise to bring order and stability under a 'strongman’. Here, leading Turkish
expert Soner Cagaptay will look at Erdo?an's roots in Turkish history, what he believes in and how he
has cemented his rule, as well as what this means for the world. The book will also unpick the 'threats'
Erdogan has worked to combat - from the liberal Turks to the Gulen movement, from coup plotters to
Kurdish nationalists - all of which have culminated in the crisis of modern Turkey.

The Fall of Constantinople 1453

Vibrant and rapidly evolving Athens, confluence of the ancient and modern worlds, is the subject of this
colourful pictorial essay.

Istanbul Intrigues

This is not a book on archaeology, nor, although it lays particular stress on the architecture, an archi-
tectural history of Istanbul. It is an attempt to present the urban history of a world-city called Istanbul,
Constantinople, Byzantion in different periods of its history. It delineates historical circumstances, or
sudden ruptures, but above all, it attempts to present this unique world-city as experienced by its
citizens and visitors, and as imagined by the world at large. While recent researches on the topography,
history and monuments of the city are integrated in the text, my intention is to present the essence

of the historical image of Istanbul contextually within physical, social and cultural framework. | have
no intention of breaking new ground on the topography of the city, but | wish to convey the terms

of a unique human experience in one of the longest surviving cities of the world, built in a most
beautiful and enchanting landscape. The great Byzantine scholar R Janin speaks of various "visages"
of the city composed through the rhythms of life or caprices of the emperors. Most of this intricate
relationships created in millennia between men, site, and artifact are gone and difficult to visualize. In
writing this urban history, while | try to remain objective, | know that | create a literary model using as
reference the least changed of the historical elements, the surviving monuments, the site with its basic
shape and articulations, and contemporary accounts -not necessarily sources of hard facts, but as
primary expressions, reactions and emotions. Thus tryingto keep myself away, as far as possible, from
speculation and methods of criminal fiction, | have delineated the history of this grandiose, dramatic
and often cruel city of Istanbul.--.

The New Sultan

| was born in December 1954 or January 1955 (‘when the first snow fell’) as the third child of a Kurdish
family living in a remote village of Eastern Turkey. My father died of tuberculosis at the age of 31 when |
was six years old. My mother was 34, never married again, dedicated her life to her children. From the
moment | learned how to read and write | became a passionate reader of the books; books of literature,
books of history, books of travel, books of philosophy, books of memaoirs, books of biographies, books of
politics... This book contains excerpts on Constantinople (today Istanbul) that | noted while reading. As
per Philip Mansel, Constantinople was “the city of world’s desire” and “one of the world’s most exotic
and exciting cities.” For English nobleman Sir Alfred Rawlinson, "Going down the Bosphorus was a
wonderful sight. | have seen no place in the world like that.” Lord Byron wrote in a letter to his mother,
“I have seen the ruins of Athens, of Ephesus, and Delphi. | have traversed great part of Turkey, and
some of Asia; but never beheld a work of nature or art which yielded an impression like the prospect
on each side from the Seven Towers to the end of the Golden Horn.” | have seen Constantinople for
the first time in the year 1973 and fall in love with this city of grandeur, life, love, memory and beauty...
Sezai Arli Doha, April 2021

Athens

Cleave has taken a very personal view of the glorious and diverse former capital of the Byzantine and
Ottoman empires that is today Turkey’s most modern and largest city. Istanbul: City of Two Continents is
divided into three parts: "The Historic Heart of Istanbul"; "Across the Golden Horn: Beyo lu and beyond";



and "The Other Side: Istanbul in Asia.” It includes photographs of the Sileymaniye mosque taken from
a helicopter, the Grand Bazaar, the Osmanll Bank Museum, various consulate buildings, the district of
Ai_li with its skyscrapers, the shopping mall Kanyon, Beylerbeyi Palace, the Atik Valide Mosque, Laleli
fountain, shoe shiners and many other depictions of life and buildings in the city.

Istanbul, an Urban History

A “magical, marvellous” epic of an empire in collapse: Book one in the acclaimed Ottoman Quartet
by the award-winning Turkish author and political dissident (La Stampa, Italy). Tracking the decline
and fall of the Ottoman empire, Ahmet Altan’s Ottoman Quartet spans fifty years from the end of the
nineteenth century to the post-WW!I rise of Atatu rk as leader of the new Turkey. In Like a Sword Wound,
a modern-day resident of Istanbul is visited by the ghosts of his ancestors, finally free to tell their stories
“under the broad, dark wings of death.” Among the characters who come to life are an Ottoman army
officer; the Sultan’s personal doctor; a scion of the royal house whose Western education brings him into
conflict with his family’s legacy; and a beguiling Turkish aristocrat who, while fond of her emancipated life
in Paris, finds herself drawn to a conservative Muslim spiritual leader. As their stories of intimate desire
and personal betrayal unfold, the society that spawned them is transforming and the sublime empire
disintegrating. Here is a Turkish saga reminiscent of War and Peace, written in lively, contemporary
prose that traces not only the social currents of the time but also the erotic and emotional lives of

its characters. “An engrossing novel of obsessive love and oppressive tyranny, a tale of collapse that
dramatizes the fateful moments of an empire and its subjects.” —Publishers Weekly (starred review)

Underlined While Reading-4

Since childhood, Paolo Tullio has returned each year to his hometown of Gallinaro, to the labyrinthine
nest of his relations and to the passionate people of his valley. North of Naples, South of Rome
describes a hysterically chaotic wine competition, samples the Italian cantina, instructs on marketplace
haggling, and investigates the charms and scams of Naples. It looks with disbelief at a tortuous
bureaucracy, observes the role of the church in daily life, and explains how to win a local election and
how to roast a pig. With fascinating detours on local buildings, history, folklore, and fashion, the reader
tours a carousel of picnics, feasts, and fireworks, led by the delightful pen and ink drawings of Tullio's
wife, renowned watercolorist Susan Morley. This warmhearted tour of a charming, intimate world is as
enticing and original as A Year in Provence and Under the Tuscan Sun.

Istanbul

In 1521, Suleiman the Magnificent, Muslim ruler of the Ottoman Empire, dispatched an invasion fleet to
the Christian island of Rhodes. This would prove to be the opening shot in an epic clash between rival
empires and faiths for control of the Mediterranean and the center of the world. In Empires of the Sea,
acclaimed historian Roger Crowley has written a thrilling account of this brutal decades-long battle
between Christendom and Islam for the soul of Europe, a fast-paced tale of spiraling intensity that
ranges from Istanbul to the Gates of Gibraltar. Crowley conjures up a wild cast of pirates, crusaders,
and religious watrriors struggling for supremacy and survival in a tale of slavery and galley warfare,
desperate bravery and utter brutality. Empires of the Sea is a story of extraordinary color and incident,
and provides a crucial context for our own clash of civilizations.

Like a Sword Wound
North of Naples, South of Rome
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