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Explore 'Famulus Christi,' a profound collection of essays dedicated to commemorating the thirteenth 
centenary of the Venerable Bede's birth. This volume delves into Bede's enduring legacy, significant 
contributions to Christian scholarship, and pivotal role in early medieval history, offering insights for 
scholars and enthusiasts alike.

Each thesis represents months or years of in-depth research and study.
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We provide it completely free with no restrictions.

We are committed to offering authentic materials only.
Every item has been carefully selected to ensure reliability.
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Famulus Christi

Bede (c. 673-735) was the leading intellectual figure of the Anglo-Saxon Church, and his writings had 
a profound influence on the development of English Christian thought. Among the many issues he 
wrote about, eschatology - the study of the day of judgment and the end of time - was a recurring 
theme. Whilst recent research has furthered our knowledge of this subject in the later Middle Ages, 
Dr Darby's book provides the first comprehensive analysis of Bede's eschatological thought and its 
impact upon the Anglo-Saxon period. Taking account of Bede's beliefs about the end of time, this book 
offers sophisticated insights into his life, his works and the role that eschatological thought played in 
Anglo-Saxon society. Close attention is given to the historical setting of each source text consulted, 
and original insights are advanced regarding the chronological sequence of Bede's writings. The book 
reveals that Bede's ideas about time changed over the course of his career, and it shows how Bede 
established himself as the foremost expert in eschatology of his age. The eight chapters of this book 
are organised into three main thematic groups: the world ages framework, Bede's eschatological vision 
and Bede's eschatological perspective. It will be of interest to those studying early medieval history, 
theology or literature as well as anyone with a particular interest in Bede and Anglo-Saxon England.

Famulus Christi

What is history and how does it impact upon biblical interpretation and theology? 'Allegorizing History' 
seeks to answer this question by arguing that conceptions of the past and the purposes of history impact 
upon biblical interpretation and vice versa.Invoking Constantin Fasolt's notion of history as 'a knowledge 
of the past, as well as the technique by which such knowledge is produced', and re-fashioning Erich 
Auerbach's historical enterprise in Figura (1938), Furry contends that the understanding and practice 
of historical writing is inevitably affected by philosophy and theology, thereby rendering all history as 
figural or allegorical. Famous for his Ecclesiastical History of the Anglo-Saxon People and biblical 
commentaries, the Venerable Bede is studied in dialogue with Augustine, contemporary theology, and 
historical theory to make this interdisciplinary argument.

Famulus Christi: Essays in Commemoration of the Thirteenth Centenary of the Birth of the Venerable 
Bede
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Revered by contemporaries and posterity for both his sanctity and his scholarship, Bede (672-735) 
is a pivotal figure in the history of the Church. Known primarily as an historian for his Ecclesiastical 
History of the English People, Bede was also an accomplished pedagogue, hagiographer, and biblical 
scholar. Bede the Theologian: History, Rhetoric, and Spirituality takes a fresh look at this classic 
Christian thinker, exploring the gamut of Bede's literary corpus. The book investigates key themes, 
including Bede's understanding of the theological significance of time, his conception of the relationship 
between the temporal and eternal orders within history, his theological use of rhetoric, his foray 
into narrative theology, and his spirituality. The purpose of this volume is to introduce the reader 
to principal theological themes in Bede's thought. Bequette's thesis is that Bede was a theologian 
writing in continuity with the Christian tradition and yet making creative, original contributions to that 
tradition for the sake of his contemporaries, both in the monastery and in the culture at large. The 
method involves a close reading and analysis of key texts within Bede's corpus of writings. These 
texts include the Ecclesiastical History of the English People, the Life of St Cuthbert, and several of 
Bede's biblical commentaries (On the Tabernacle, On the Temple) his homilies, and didactic treatises 
(On the Reckoning of Time, Concerning Figures and Tropes in Sacred Scripture). Bede the Theologian: 
History, Rhetoric, and Spirituality constitutes a scholarly study of Bede's thought as an integral whole, 
identifying key themes and ideas that pervade his writings. Thus, it can serve as an introduction to 
Bede's thought for non-specialists in the areas of theology, religious studies, and other areas of the 
humanities.

Bede and the End of Time

Bede (c. 673-735) was Anglo-Saxon England’s most prominent scholar, and his body of work is among 
the most important intellectual achievements of the entire Middle Ages. Bede and the Future brings 
together an international group of Bede scholars to examine a number of questions about Bede’s 
attitude towards, and ideas about, the time to come. This encompasses the short-term future (Bede’s 
own lifetime and the time soon after his death) and the end of time. Whilst recognising that these 
temporal perspectives may not be completely distinct, the volume shows how Bede’s understanding 
of their relationship undoubtedly changed over the course of his life. Each chapter examines a 
distinct aspect of the subject, whilst at the same time complementing the other essays, resulting in 
a comprehensive and coherent volume. In so doing the volume asks (and answers) new questions 
about Bede and his ideas about the future, and will undoubtedly stimulate further research in this field.

Allegorizing History

This volume examines the use of the image of the Jewish temple in the writings of the Anglo-Saxon 
theologian and historian, Bede (d. 735). The various Jewish holy sites described in the Bible possessed 
multiple different meanings for Bede and therefore this imagery provides an excellent window into 
his thought. Bede's Temple: An Image and its Interpretation examines Bede's use of the temple to 
reveal his ideas of history, the universe, Christ, the Church, and the individual Christian. Across 
his wide body of writings Bede presented an image of unity, whether that be the unity of Jew and 
gentile in the universal Church, or the unity of human and divine in the incarnate Christ, and the 
temple-image provided a means of understanding and celebrating that unity. Conor O'Brien argues 
that Bede's understanding of the temple was part of the shared spirituality and communal discourse 
of his monastery at Wearmouth-Jarrow, in particular as revealed in the great illuminated Bible made 
there: the Codex Amiatinus. Studying the temple in Bede's works reveals not just an individual genius, 
but a monastic community engaged actively in scriptural interpretation and religious reflection. O'Brien 
makes an important contribution to our understanding of early Anglo-Saxon England's most important 
author, the world in which he lived, and the processes that inspired his work.

Bede the Theologian

For 2000 years the Bible has provided evidence and witness for the beliefs of three major world 
religions. Some consider the Bible dangerous, while others have died for it, but the response to the 
Bible is always passionate. This book relates the story of such passions, from the Roman Empire to 
the present. It is a story primarily about individuals, the drama of their lives woven into the tapestry of 
their times: barbarian invasions, Black Death, Waldensian heresy, the pageantry of medieval romance, 
the debauchery of the medieval Vatican, the spirit of the Renaissance, the tradition of monk and 
scholar. All of these historical currents influenced the text--now corrupted and distorted and existing in 



a confusing number of versions. This book tells how today's Bible came to be what it is and provides 
an understanding of the richness of its text.

Bede and the Future

This book elucidates the significance of glosses on Prudentius’ Psychomachia in the German or 
Weitz manuscript tradition. It redirects attention away from the philological concerns of conventional 
scholarship toward those of mainstream Carolingian and Ottonian intellectual history.

Bede's Temple

Biblical Exegesis and Mystical Theology in the Venerable Bede brings together 17 essays by Arthur 
Holder exploring the theology and spirituality found in Bede’s biblical commentaries and homilies. The 
volume shows that Bede was both a masterful student of received tradition and a creative thinker 
concerned to address the needs and interests of his audience of Christian pastors and teachers in the 
eighth-century Northumbrian church. Although Bede is best known as the author of The Ecclesiastical 
History of the English People, the last half-century of scholarship has demonstrated the sophistication 
and vast influence of his work in the fields of grammar, biblical interpretation, hagiography, poetry, 
computus, natural science, and theology. The chapters in this volume show how Bede’s exegesis was 
integrally connected with his work in all those genres and with the monumental artistic productions 
of his monastery such as the illuminated bible manuscript known as the Codex Amiatinus. The five 
parts of the book deal with Bede as teacher and biblical scholar, his interpretations of the tabernacle 
and the temple, his commentary on the Song of Songs, his attitudes toward philosophy and heresy, 
and his mystical theology. This book will be of interest to students of Christian theology, mysticism, the 
development of biblical interpretation, and the history of early medieval England.

The Text of the Bible

The Venerable Bede—theologian, historian, and scientific cosmologist—played an undeniable role in 
laying the foundations of the modern world. From his quantitative approach to questions of science to his 
introduction of the Anno Domini system of dating and his critical methods of biblical analysis, Bede both 
anticipated and influenced our modern ways of thinking. Bede: On Genesis is the first English-language 
translation of Bede's Latin commentary on the book of Genesis—the opening chapters of which he 
regarded as the foundational narrative of the world and through which he derived the theoretical basis 
for his scientific treaties and his notion of the English as the chosen people of God. Accompanied by 
an informative introduction that makes Bede's commentary accessible to anyone with an interest in his 
work, this volume is an essential contribution to ecclesiastical history.

Early Medieval Glosses on Prudentius' Psychomachia

In this book, the author makes use of the methodology he developed in Origins of Arthurian Romances 
(McFarland 2012) in order to reevaluate the post-Roman history of Britain. He begins by delving into the 
historical contexts of the key traditional players of the fifth century--Hengest and Gwrtheyrn. A better 
understanding of these two characters allows for a reexamination of the persons and events of the fifth, 
sixth, and seventh centuries. The text that follows entirely realigns how those centuries can be seen 
from a chronological as well as a military and political standpoint. The fifth century was not a time of 
British and Germanic fragmentation as they separated from Rome, but one of slow integration and the 
formation of kingships that were a result of the economic realities of surviving without the dying giant.

Biblical Exegesis and Mystical Theology in the Venerable Bede

A fresh look at the position of women in the 8th and 9th centuries as defined by the literature of the 
early church.

On Genesis

Written by the late Patrick Wormald, one of the leading authorities on Bede’s life and work over a 30-year 
period, this book is a collection of studies on Bede and early English Christian society. A collection 
of studies on Bede, the greatest historian of the English Middle Ages, and the early English church. 
Integrates the religious, intellectual, political and social history of the English in their first Christian 
centuries. Looks at how Bede and other writers charted the establishment of a Christian community 
within a warrior society. Features the first map of all known or likely early Christian communities in 



England. Includes plans and illustrations of the finest early Christian church in England at Brixworth. 
An appendix considers Bede’s treatment of St. Hilda, the first great English female saint.

Hengest, Gwrtheyrn and the Chronology of Post-Roman Britain

Uniquely authoritative and wide-ranging in its scope, The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church 
is the indispensable one-volume reference work on all aspects of the Christian Church. It contains 
over 6,000 cross-referenced A-Z entries, and offers unrivalled coverage of all aspects of this vast and 
often complex subject, including theology, churches and denominations, patristic scholarship, the bible, 
the church calendar and its organization, popes, archbishops, saints, and mystics. In this revision, 
innumerable small changes have been made to take into account shifts in scholarly opinion, recent de-
velopments, such as the Church of England's new prayer book (Common Worship), RC canonizations, 
ecumenical advances and mergers, and, where possible, statistics. A number of existing articles have 
been rewritten to reflect new evidence or understanding, for example the Holy Sepulchre entry, and 
there are a few new articles. Perhaps most significantly, a great number of the bibliographies have been 
updated. Established since its first appearance in 1957 as an essential resource for ordinands, clergy, 
and members of religious orders, ODCC is an invaluable tool for academics, teachers, and students of 
church history and theology, as well as for the general reader.

The Venerable Bede

"English Historical Documents is the most comprehensive, annotated collection of documents on British 
(not in reality just English) history ever compiled. Conceived during the Second World War with a view 
to ensuring the most important historical documents remained available and accessible in perpetuity, 
the first volume came out in 1953, and the most recent volume almost sixty years later. The print series, 
edited by David C. Douglas, is a magisterial survey of British history, covering the years 500 to 1914 
and including around 5,500 primary sources, all selected by leading historians Editors. It has over 
the years become an indispensable resource for generations of students, researchers and lecturers. 
EHD is now available in its entirety online. Bringing EHD into the digital age has been a long and 
complex process. To provide you with first-rate, intelligent searchability, Routledge have teamed up 
with the Institute of Historical Research (one of the research institutes that make up the School of 
Advanced Study, University of London http://www.history.ac.uk) to produce EHD Online. The IHR's 
team of experts have fully indexed the documents, using an exhaustive historical thesaurus developed 
by the Royal Historical Society for its Bibliography of British and Irish History. The sources include 
treaties, statutes, declarations, government and cabinet proceedings, military dispatches, orders, acts, 
sermons, newspaper articles, pamphlets, personal and official letters, diaries and more. Each section 
of documents and many of the documents themselves are accompanied by editorial commentary. The 
sources cover a wide spectrum of topics, from political and constitutional issues to social, economic, 
religious as well as cultural history."--[Résumé de l'éditeur].

Anglo-Saxon Women and the Church

An exhaustive guide to every significant Christian theologian who lived from the first century to 
1308, the year in which John Duns Scotus died. The dictionary encompasses the Catholic, Ortho-
dox, Nestorian and Monophysite traditions, including information not previously available in English. 
Thoroughly indexed, the dictionary incorporates common variants of names and concepts which will 
help and direct the reader. The main criterion for inclusion has been contribution to the development of 
Christian theology. Sub-criteria by which that is measured include, above all, originality and influence 
on later figures. With over 290 entries, the dictionary provides a handy summary of theologiansi lives 
and writings together with recent scholarship,as well as an up-to-date, definitive bibliography listing 
primary texts, translations and secondary literature in the major western European languages. Useful 
for all levels of academia; no other text matches the depth of the dictionaryis bibliographies. The 
unprecedented thoroughness of Hill's compilation provides an essential resource for studies at all levels 
on such a large and varied range of Church thinkers.

The B Text of the Old English Bede

"The miracle stories of the founders and saints of the major world religions have much in common. 
Written by international experts, this Companion provides an authoritative and comparative study 
of miracles in not only Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, Christianity and Judaism, but also, indigenous 
religions. The authors promote a discussion of the problems of miracles in our largely secular culture, 



and of the value of miracles in religious belief. The miracles of Jesus are also contextualized through 
chapterson the Hebrew Bible, classical culture to the Romans, Second Temple and early rabbinic 
Judaism and early Christianity. This book provides students with a scholarly introduction to miracles, 
which also covers philosophical, medical and historical issues"--

The Times of Bede

History is a subject which never stands still. It is always changing its philosophies, its contours, its 
leading questions, its politics, its conceptual status and its methodologies. This bibliographical guide 
to the study of history is wide-ranging in scope extending from the ancient world to the 20th century. It 
deliberately concentrates on modern historians' views, provides a substantial section on the philosophy 
of history, charts controversies and highlights the continual evolution and diversification of history. The 
material is logically organized in major areas and subsections, and cross-references are given where 
appropriate. An index of authors, editors and compilers is also provided.

The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church

Pioneering examination of the Old English version of Bede's Historia ecclesiastica and its reception in 
the middle ages, from a theoretically informed, multi-disciplinary perspective.

Historical Writing in England: c. 1307 to the early sixteenth century

Eminent Anglo-Saxonist Nicholas Howe explores how the English, in the centuries before the Norman 
Conquest, located themselves both literally and imaginatively in the world. His elegantly written study 
focuses on Anglo-Saxon representations of place as revealed in a wide variety of texts in Latin and Old 
English, as well as in diagrams of holy sites and a single map of the known world found in British Library, 
Cotton Tiberius B v. The scholar's investigations are supplemented and aided by insights gleaned from 
his many trips to physical sites. The Anglo-Saxons possessed a remarkable body of geographical 
knowledge in written rather than cartographic form, Howe demonstrates. To understand fully their 
cultural geography, he considers Anglo-Saxon writings about the places they actually inhabited and 
those they imagined. He finds in Anglo-Saxon geographic images a persistent sense of being far from 
the center of the world, and he discusses how these migratory peoples narrowed that distance and 
developed ways to define themselves.

English Historical Documents, 500-1042

Medieval assumptions about the nature of the representation involved in literary and historical narra-
tives were widely different from our own. Writers and readers worked with a complex understanding of 
the relations between truth and convention, in which accounts of presumed fact could be expanded, 
embellished, or translated in a variety of accepted ways.

Dictionary of Theologians

While there is little evidence of formal rhetorical instruction in Anglo-Saxon England, traditional Old 
English poetry clearly shows the influence of Latin rhetoric. Verse and Virtuosity demonstrates how 
Old English poets imitated and adapted the methods of Latin literature, and, in particular, the works of 
the Christian Latin authors they had studied at school. It is the first full-length study to look specifically 
at what Old English poets working in a Latinate milieu attempted to do with the schemes and figures 
they found in their sources. Janie Steen argues that, far from sterile imitation, the inventiveness of Old 
English poets coupled with the constraints of vernacular verse produced a vital and markedly different 
kind of poetry. Highlighting a selection of Old English poetic translations of Latin texts, she considers 
how the translators responded to the challenge of adaptation, and shows how the most accomplished, 
such as Cynewulf, absorb Latin rhetoric into their own style and blend the two traditions into verse of 
great virtuosity. With its wide-ranging discussion of texts and rhetorical figures, this book can serve as 
an introduction to Old English poetic composition and style. Verse and Virtuosity, will be of considerable 
interest to Anglo-Saxonists, linguists, and those studying rhetorical traditions.



Boethiana Medievalia.

In one series, the original writings of the universally acknowledged teachers of the Catholic, Protes-
tant, Eastern Orthodox, Jewish, and Islamic traditions have been critically selected, translated, and 
introduced by internationally recognized scholars and spiritual leaders. Book jacket.

The Cambridge Companion to Miracles

Illuminates the previously unrecognized role of Jews and Judaism in early English writing and society

The Study of History

This represents the first study devoted to the life and after-life of St John of Beverley. John was bishop 
of Hexham and then York, after which he retired to his own monastery in Beverley and was buried 
there in 721. His cult was quickly established and spread to attract pilgrims from all over the British 
Isles, and even Europe. It was also established in Brittany by the tenth century, especially in the 
town of Saint-Jean-Brévelay, which is named after him. The great economic wealth of Beverley in the 
Middle Ages was largely due to it being a major ecclesiastical centre focused around John's relics. His 
reputation as a powerful saint was harnessed not only to protect Beverley and the surrounding areas 
and to give succour to pilgrims to his shrine, but also to further the ambitions of successive kings of 
England to the extent that Henry V raised him to the status of a patron saint of England following the 
battle of Agincourt, which was fought on the feast day of St John's translation. The hagiographic works 
on John extend over nearly six hundred years from that written by Bede c. 731, the Vita Sancti Johannis 
composed by a monk called Folcard c. 1066, then four separate collections of post-mortem miracle 
stories of the eleventh-thirteenth centuries, and a number of miracles recorded in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries. This span is greater even than the hagiography relating to St Benedict, which had 
been believed to cover more years than any other collection in Europe. Dr Wilson uses these sources 
as a unique opportunity to examine the ways in which an Anglo-Saxon saint was promoted over a long 
period of time by different hagiographers, and how the saint was continually re-created in the image 
which the hagiographers or his community required, depending on their current needs and perceptions. 
The volume also includes the first English translations of the Life and the miracle stories.

The Old English Version of Bede's Historia Ecclesiastica

A scholarly and detailed but readable presentation of four key texts which shed light on the activity of 
the Venerable Bede (659-735) and the world of Early Medieval Northumbria.

Writing the Map of Anglo-Saxon England

This book contains a group of essays by internationally recognized scholars on Augustine's hermeneu-
tical theory and practice of biblical exegesis attempting to understand Augustine (1) against his own 
intellectual background, (2) within his own works, and (3) in relation to traditional and contemporary 
discussions of biblical hermeneutics and exegesis. In the discussion of Augustine's theological works 
and pastoral sermons, consideration is given both to the science of hermeneutics and the art of 
exegesis. Ancient rhetoric, ancient philosophy, and earlier Christian exegetes are studied as they relate 
to Augustine as is Augustine's own synthesis. Augustine: Biblical Exegete sheds light on the continuity 
between the exegesis of earlier ages and our own.

Truth and Convention in the Middle Ages

First published in 1995. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Verse and Virtuosity

The Codex Amiatinus and its “Sister” Bibles examines the full Bibles made at Wearmouth–Jarrow under 
Ceolfrith (d. 716) and Bede (d. 735), and the circumstances of their production. Amiatinus is the oldest 
Latin full Bible to survive largely intact.

On the Song of Songs and Selected Writings

The Venerable Bede composed On the Nature of Things and On Times at the outset of his career in AD 
703, shaping a mass of difficult and sometimes dangerous material on the mathematical and physical 



basis of time into a lucid and well-organized account that laid the framework for much of Carolingian 
and Scholastic scientific thought. (Barnes and Noble).

The Footsteps of Israel

Seventh-century Gaelic law-tracts delineate professional poets (filid) who earned high social status 
through formal training. These poets cooperated with the Church to create an innovative bilingual intel-
lectual culture in Old Gaelic and Latin. Bede described Anglo-Saxon students who availed themselves 
of free education in Ireland at this culturally dynamic time. Gaelic scholars called sapientes (“wise ones”) 
produced texts in Old Gaelic and Latin that demonstrate how Anglo-Saxon students were influenced 
by contact with Gaelic ecclesiastical and secular scholarship. Seventh-century Northumbria was ruled 
for over 50 years by Gaelic-speaking kings who could access Gaelic traditions. Gaelic literary traditions 
provide the closest analogues for Bede’s description of Cædmon’s production of Old English poetry. 
This ground-breaking study displays the transformations created by the growth of vernacular literatures 
and bilingual intellectual cultures. Gaelic missionaries and educational opportunities helped shape the 
Northumbrian “Golden Age”, its manuscripts, hagiography, and writings of Aldhelm and Bede.

The Life and After-Life of St John of Beverley

Classica et Mediaevalia is an international periodical, published annually, with articles written by Danish 
and International scholars. The articles are mainly written in English, but also in French and German. 
The periodical deals from a philological point of view with Classical Antiquity in general and topics 
such as history of law and philosophy and the medieval ecclesiastic history. It covers the period from 
the Greco-Roman Antiquity until the Late Middle Ages.

Epistola Bede ad Ecgbertum Episcopum

From Bede in the eighth century to Geoffrey of Monmouth in the twelfth, Harris explores the intersec-
tions of race and literature before the rise of imagined communities.

Augustine

The discovery in Sonderhausen of a fragmentary psalter glossed in Latin and Old English allows 
fresh inferences to be drawn regarding the study of the psalter in Anglo-Saxon England, and of the 
transmission of the corpus of vernacular psalter glosses. A detailed textual and palaeographical study 
of the Wearmouth-Jarrow bibles leads to the exciting possibility that the hand of Bede can be identified, 
annotating the text of the Bible which he no doubt played an instrumental role in establishing. Two Latin 
texts from the circle of Archbishop Wulfstan are published here in full, whilst disciplined philological 
and historical analysis helps to clarify a puzzling reference in 'thelbert's law-code to the early medieval 
practice of providing food render for the king. Finally, the volume contains two pioneering essays in the 
histoire des mentalités. The usual comprehensive bibliography of the previous year's publications in all 
branches of Anglo-Saxon studies rounds off the book.

Medieval Scholarship

The Codex Amiatinus and its “Sister” Bibles: Scripture, Liturgy, and Art in the Milieu of the Venerable 
Bede
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