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Scotland Yard Inspector
I Can't Help Thinking that Your Evidence Is Not Complete Lestrade Knew My Friend Too Well To 
Disregard His Words He Laid Down His Pen and Looked Curiously at Him What Do You Mean Mr 
Holmes Only that There Is an Important Witness Whom You Have Not Seen Can You Produce Him I 
Think I Can Then Do So I Will Do My Best How Many Constables Have You There Are Three within 
Call Excellent Said Holmes May I Ask if They Are all Large Able-Bodied Men with Powerful Voices I 
Have no Doubt They Are Though I Fail To See What Their Voices Have To Do with It Perhaps I Can 
Help You To See that and One or Two Other Things As Well Said Holmes Kindly Summon Your Men 
and I Will Try Five Minutes Later Three Policemen Had Assembled in the Hall
In the Outhouse You Will Find a Considerable Quantity of Straw Said Holmes I Will Ask You To Carry 
in Two Bundles of It I Think It Will Be of the Greatest Assistance in Producing the Witness Whom 
I Require Thank You Very Much I Believe You Have some Matches in Your Pocket Watson Now Mr 
Lestrade I Will Ask You all To Accompany Me to the Top Landing as I Have Said There Was a Broad 
Corridor There Which Ran outside Three Empty Bedrooms
We Were all Marshaled by Sherlock Holmes the Constables Grinning and Lestrade Staring at My 
Friend with Amazement Expectation and Derision Chasing each Other across His Features Holmes 
Stood before Us with the Air of a Conjurer Who Is Performing a Trick Would You Kindly Send One of 
Your Constables for Two Buckets of Water Put a Straw on the Floor Here the Free from the Wall on 
either Side Now I Think that We Are all Ready Lestrade Face Had Begun To Grow Red and Angry 
I Don't Know whether You'Re Playing a Game with Us Mr Sherlock Holmes Said He if You Know 
Anything You Can Surely Say It without All this Tomfoolery I Assure You My Good Lestrade That I 
Have an Excellent Reason for Everything That I Do You May Possibly Remember that You Chaffed 
Me a Little Summers Ago When the Sun Seemed on Your Side of the Hedge
That I Have an Excellent Reason for Everything That I Do You May Possibly Remember that You 
Chaffed Me a Little Summers Ago When the Sun Seemed on Your Side of the Hedge so You Must 
Not Grudge Me a Little Pomp and Ceremony Now Might I Ask You What's inton that Window and 
Then To Put a Match to the Edge of the Straw I Did So and Written by the Draught a Coil of Gray 
Smoke Swirled down the Corridor while the Dry Straw Crackled and Flamed Now We Must See if 
We Can Find this Witness for You Lestrade Might I Ask You all To Join in the Cry of Fire
The Shout Must Have Run Over nor Would It Had Hardly Died Away When an Amazing Thing 
Happened a Door Suddenly Flew Open out of What Appeared To Be Solid Wall at the End of the 
Corridor and a Little Wizened Man Darted out of It like a Rabbit out of Its Burrow Capital Said Holmes 
Calmly Watson a Bucket of Water over the Straw That Will Do Lestrade Allow Me To Present You with 



Your Principle Missing Witness Mr Jonas Oldacre the Detective Stared at the Newcomer with Blank 
Amazement the Latter Was Blinking in the Bright Light of the Corridor and Peering at Us and at the 
Smouldering
Allow Me To Present You with Your Principle Missing Witness Mr Jonas Oldacre the Detective Stared 
at the Newcomer with Blank Amazement the Latter Was Blinking in the Bright Light of the Corridor 
and Peering at Us and at the Smouldering Fire It Was an Odious Face Crafty Vicious Malignant with 
Shifty Light Gray Eyes and White Lashes Was this Then Said Lestrade at Last What Have You Been 
Doing All this Time a Oldacre Gave an Uneasy Laugh Shrinking Back from the Furious Red Face of 
the Angry Detective I Have Done no Harm no Harm You'Ve Done Your Best To Get an Innocent Man 
Hanged if It Wasn't for this Gentleman
I'M Sure Sir It Was Only My Practical Joke Oh a Joke Was It You Won't Find the Laugh on Your 
Side I Promise You Take Him Down and Keep Him in the Sitting-Room till I Come Mr Holmes He 
Continued When They Had Gone I Could Not Speak before the Constables but I Don't Mind Saying 
in the Presence of Dr Watson that this Is the Brightest Thing That You Have Done Yet though It Is 
a Mystery to Me How You Did It You Have Saved an Innocent Man's Life and You Have Prevented 
a Very Grave Scandal Which Would Have Ruined My Reputation in the Force Holmes Smiled and 
Clapped Lestrade upon the Shoulder Instead of Being Ruined My Good Sir You Will Find that Your 
Reputation Has Been Enormous Lee Enhanced Just Make a Few Alterations
You Said It Was Final and So It Was in a Very Different Sense I Knew It Had Not Been There the Day 
before I Pay a Good Deal of Attention to Matters of Detail as You May Have Observed and I Had 
Examined the Hall and Was Sure that the Wall Was Clear Therefore It Had Been Put On during the 
Night but How Very Simply When those Packets Were Sealed Up Jonas Oldacre Got Mcfarlane To 
Secure One of the Seals by Putting His Thumb upon the Soft Wax It Would Be Done So Quickly and 
So Naturally that I Daresay the Young Man Himself Has no Recollection of It
Very Likely It Just So Happened and Oldacre Had Himself no Notion of the Use He Would Put It to 
Brooding over the Case in that Den of His It Suddenly Struck Him What Absolutely Damning Evidence 
He Could Make against Mcfarlane by Using that Thumb Mark It Was the Simplest Thing in the World 
for Him To Take a Wax Impression from the Seal To Moisten It in As Much Blood as He Could Get 
from a Pinprick and To Put the Mark upon the Wall during the Night either with His Own Hand or with 
that of His Housekeeper if You Examine among those Documents Which He Took with Him into His 
Retreat I Will Lay You a Wager That You'Ll Find the Seal with the Thumb Mark upon It
I Don't Think that Is Very Hard To Explain a Very Deep Malicious Vindictive Person Is the Gentleman 
Who Is Now Waiting Us Downstairs You Know that He Was Once Refused by Mcfarlane's Mother You 
Don't I Told You that You Should Go to Blackheath First and Norwood Afterwards Well this Injury as 
He Would Consider It as Rankled in His Wicked Scheming Brain and All His Life He Has Longed for 
Vengeance but Never Seen His Chance during the Last Year or Two Things Have Gone against Him 
Secret Speculation I Think and He Finds Himself in a Bad Way
He Might Throw all Pursuit off His Track and at the Same Time Have an Ample and Crushing Revenge 
upon His Old Sweetheart if He Could Give the Impression that He Had Been Murdered by Her 
Only Child It Was a Masterpiece of Villainy and He Carried It Out like a Master the Idea of the Will 
Which Would Give an Obvious Motive for the Crime the Secret Visit Unknown to His Own Parents 
the Retention of the Stick the Blood and the Animal Remains and Buttons in the Woodpile all Were 
Admirable It Was a Net from Which It Seemed to Me a Few Hours Ago that There Was no Possible 
Escape
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