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The War On Labor And The Left
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This phrase encapsulates the ongoing political struggle and systemic challenges faced by both labor
rights movements and left-wing politics. It highlights a critical period where efforts to undermine the
influence of workers' unions and advocates for social justice are prevalent, leading to significant societal
and economic debates about the future direction of progressive ideals.
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The War On Labor And The Left

In all countries, labour has war stories" to tell, but none are so violent as those of American labour.
Since the 1870s at least 700 workers have been killed and thousands seriously injured in labour
disputes. Nowhere but in this country have employers so actively fought back against strikes through the
use of scabs," surveillance, and mercenary armies.Although much of the violence occurred decades
ago, author Patricia Sexton contends that this rich history sheds light on questions that still plague
observers of the American political system: Why has the United States been more conservative in its
domestic policies than other Western democracies? Why is it almost alone among them in lacking

a mass labour or democratic socialist party,or the kind of social policies favoured by such parties?
And why has American labour unionism been in serious decline in recent decades?The most familiar
answers to these questions involve consensus explanations of what has come to be known as American
exceptionalism. America is conservative, observers say, because its citizens have loved" capitalism
and supported its political policies wholeheartedly or because the nation's open frontier and early
voting rights reduced dissent and class consciousness. Other explanations focus on various internal
constraints said to be unique to the American working class or its organizations, such as conflict
among diverse immigrants, the sectarianism and blunders of leftist groups, and the conservatism or
incompetence of labour union leadership. All of these are said to have prevented labour from carrying
out successful conflicts with employers and economic leaders.According to Sexton, these arguments
ignore the remarkable record in American history of labour-left struggles: the violent suppression of
industrial unionism prior to the 1930s, legal and forceful repression of trade unionism, and destruction
by various means of left-leaning unions and political organizations. Her book explores instead a
neglected explanation of American conservatism,that of a literal war on labour, waged by unusually
powerful economic entities using repressive strategies, often backed by police and sometimes by
federal forces.The details of this violent history, familiar to labour historians, are recounted here in a
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new perspective emphasizing the impact on workers of conflict sustained over many years. But the
book is much more than a reinterpretation of this history. Patricia Sexton shows how the use of power
and repression has played out as well in our institutions of law and government, in economic policies,
and in the media. Making these links and showing how America's conservatism is unigue among other
Western democracies is the contribution of this ambitious book. For only by coming to terms with this
history of repression and its legacy can we fully understand America's conservatism today.

American Labor and the Cold War

The American labor movement seemed poised on the threshold of unparalleled success at the
beginning of the post-World War Il era. Fourteen million strong in 1946, unions represented thirty five
percent of non-agricultural workers. Why then did the gains made between the 1930s and the end of the
war produce so few results by the 1960s? This collection addresses the history of labor in the postwar
years by exploring the impact of the global contest between the United States and the Soviet Union
on American workers and labor unions. The essays focus on the actual behavior of Americans in their
diverse workplaces and communities during the Cold War. Where previous scholarship on labor and
the Cold War has overemphasized the importance of the Communist Party, the automobile industry,
and Hollywood, this book focuses on politically moderate, conservative workers and union leaders, the
medium-sized cities that housed the majority of the population, and the Roman Catholic Church. These
are all original essays that draw upon extensive archival research and some upon oral history sources.

Confronting American Labor

Confronting American Labor traces the development of the American left, from the Depression era
through the Cold War, by examining four representative intellectuals who grappled with the difficult
guestion of labor's role in society. Since the time of Marx, leftists have raised over and over the question
of how an intelligentsia might participate in a movement carried out by the working class. Their modus
operandi was to champion those who suffered injustice at the hands of the powerful. From the late
nineteenth through much of the twentieth century, this meant a focus on the industrial worker. The
Great Depression was a time of remarkable consensus among leftist intellectuals, who often interpreted
worker militancy as the harbinger of impending radical change. While most Americans waited out the
crisis, listening to the assurances of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the Marxian left was convinced
that the crisis was systemic. Intellectuals who came of age during the Depression developed the view
that the labor movement in America was to be the organizing base for a proletariat. Moreover, many
came from working-class backgrounds that contributed to their support of labor.

Labor & The Left

Study of the historical influences of the socialist political party on the labour movement and on selected
trade unions in the USA, from 1881 to 1924 - concludes that radicalism in American labour had more
to do with domestic political and economic developments than with the immigrant character of the
union membership or the ideologycal commitments of the leadership, and includes a bibliography of
unpublished sources. References.

Labor and the American Left

According to public opinion data over the past decade, most Americans hold center-left attitudes
regarding key economic and social policy issues. Recent polls even show significant support of “so-
cialism” among American adults, especially self-identified Democrats and the “millennial generation.”
At the same time, the focus of the mass media has been on a widespread right-wing “populism,” while
movements on the left seem to lack political clout. In order to better understand this dichotomy, this book
explores relations between organized labor and left-wing parties and movements in America at crucial
junctures from the 1870s to the present. Providing fresh insight into current political developments, it
highlights emerging alternatives and major challenges facing labor and the left today.

Cold War in the Working Class

This book tells the story of the rise and decline of the United Electrical, Radio, and Machine Workers
of America (UE) from 1933 to 1990. Once the third-largest industrial union in the United States, the
UE was the most powerful left-wing institution in U.S. history and arguably the most significant victim
of the anti-communist purges that marked post-World War 1l America. This is an institutional study



of the formation of the UE and the struggle for its control by left-wing and right-wing factions. Unlike
most books on unions during the Cold War, this study carries the story up to the present, showing the
long-term effects of the ideological battles.

Divisions of Labor

Divisions of Labor positions the ideological and organizational evolution of the Japanese labor move-
ment within the larger historical currents that shaped and organized labor globally in the twentieth cen-
tury. Interspersing detailed narratives of Japanese labor history with analyses of parallel developments
in Western European and international labor movements, Lonny Carlile shows how world views and
labor movement strategies were shared across national boundaries and shaped in similar ways in the
industrialized West and East. Beyond this, he highlights how in both Western Europe and Japan issues
that had divided labor since the 1920s were central to the Cold War, which kept labor movements at
odds with themselves internally in systematically similar ways. His book suggests that, to the extent
that the historical courses of labor movements diverged, this was as much a uh_product of differences
in geopolitical location as any inherent cultural or nationally specific ideological tendency. The volume’s
approach brings to the fore an important new dimension to our existing understanding of post—World
War Il Japanese labor and political history by outlining the connection between the politics of Japanese
labor and the structure and dynamics of global politics. In addition, by drawing out these parallels and
similarities, it provides thought-provoking insights into twentieth-century labor movements in general.
Divisions of Labor will be of interest not only to students and specialists of Japan and East Asia, but
also to readers with a more general interest in labor history and politics, diplomatic history, Cold War
history, comparative politics, and sociology.

Labor'S War At Home

Annotation A new edition of a classic book on how World War Il changed the face of labor in the US.

The New Left and Labor in the 1960s

It is a powerful story: the relationship between the 1960s New Left and organized labor was summed up
by hardhats confronting students and others over US involvement in Vietham. But the real story goes
beyond the "Love It or Leave It" signs and melees involving blue-collar types attacking protesters. Peter
B. Levy challenges these images by exploring the complex relationship between the two groups. Early
in the 1960s, the New Left and labor had cooperated to fight for civil rights and anti-poverty programs.
But diverging opinions on the Vietnam War created a schism that divided these one-time allies. Levy
shows how the war, combined with the emergence of the black power movement and the blossoming
of the counterculture, drove a permanent wedge between the two sides and produced the polarization
that remains to this day.

Making the World Safe for Workers

In this intellectually ambitious study, Elizabeth McKillen explores the significance of Wilsonian inter-
nationalism for workers and the influence of American labor in both shaping and undermining the
foreign policies and war mobilization efforts of Woodrow Wilson's administration. McKillen highlights
the major fault lines and conflicts that emerged within labor circles as Wilson pursued his agenda in
the context of Mexican and European revolutions, World War |, and the Versailles Peace Conference.
As McKillen shows, the choice to collaborate with or resist U.S. foreign policy remained an important
one for labor throughout the twentieth century. In fact, it continues to resonate today in debates over
the global economy, wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the impact of U.S. policies on workers at home
and abroad.

On the Left in America

Previously available only in an out-of-print Swedish edition published in 1955, Henry Bengston's
firsthand account deals with what historian Dag Blanck calls the "other Swedish America." Swedish
immigrants in general were conservative, but Bengston and others--most notably Joe Hill--joined the
working-class labor movement on the left, primarily as Debsian socialists, although their ranks included
other socialists, communists, and anarchists. Involved in the radical labor movement on many fronts,
Bengston was the editor of Svenska Socialisten from 1912 until he dropped out of the Scandinavian



Socialist Federation in 1920. Even after 1920, however, his sympathies remained with the movement
he had once strongly espoused.

The CIQO's Left-led Unions

The American labor movement seemed poised on the threshold of unparalleled success at the
beginning of the post-World War Il era. Fourteen million strong in 1946, unions represented 35 percent
of non-agricultural workers, and federal power insured collective bargaining rights. The contrast with
the pre-war years was strongest for those workers who retained vivid memories of the 1920s and early
1930s. Then, the labor movement lacked government legitimacy, and, at the worst point of the Great
Depression, the union movement barely enrolled 5 percent of the non-farm workforce; one out of every
four workers lacked a job. Now, the future seemed to hold unlimited possibilities.

British Labor Conditions and Legislation During the War (Classic Reprint)

Excerpt from British Labor Conditions and Legislation During the War The subject of this monograph
is one of wide public interest. Perhaps no one subject connected with the war, aside from those having
immediately to do with direct military operations, has aroused a greater interest in the minds of the
public than have changes induced in the labor situation. The editor requested Professor Hammond

to take up the subject, believing that his years of study of labor questions, and his familiarity with

inno vations in Australia and elsewhere, would enable him more quickly to understand and more
justly to appreciate the impor tance of such radical changes as the war induced in the condi tions of
employment and life of the workers of the world. His treatment has justified this confidence. About the
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books
uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as
a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority
of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state
of such historical works.

Encyclopedia of the American Left

The first comprehensive reference book on radicalism in the United States from the Civil War to the
present, this work fills serious gaps in basic reference materials on American politics, labor, and culture
by focusing on radicals rather than reformers. Merging previously unutilized sourcessuch as oral history
with the wealth of insight available from feminist, ethnic, racial studies and popular culture analysis as
well as traditional scholarly approaches, their efforts retrieved a hitherto inaccesible history.

Labor's Cold War

How the Cold War affected local-level union politics

The Agony of the American Left

Bibliographical footnotes. The decline of populism.--The collapse of socialism and the isolation of the
intellectuals.--The cultural cold war: a short history of the Congress for Cultural Freedom.--Black power:
cultural nationalism as politics.--The revival of political controversy in the sixties.

Forces of Labor
Table of contents
Solidarity Divided

The US trade union movement finds itself on a global battlefield filled with landmines and littered with
the bodies of various social movements and struggles. Candid, incisive, and accessible, this text is a
critical examination of labour's crisis and a plan for a bold way forward into the 21st century.

Achieving Our Country



One of America's foremost philosophers challenges the lost generation of the American Left to
understand the role it might play in the great tradition of democratic intellectual labor that started with
writers such as Walt Whitman and John Dewey.

The Framers' Coup

Flaws in the Articles of Confederation -- Economic turmoil in the states and the road to Philadelphia --
The Constitutional Convention -- Slavery and the Constitutional Constitution -- Critics of the Constitu-
tion: the Antifederalists -- The ratifying contest -- The Bill of Rights -- Conclusion

Labor and the Class ldea in the United States and Canada

Why are unions weaker in the US than they are in Canada, despite the countries' many similarities?

Race on the Line

Race on the Line is the first book to address the convergence of race, gender, and technology

in the telephone industry. Venus Green—a former Bell System employee and current labor histo-
rian—presents a hundred year history of telephone operators and their work processes, from the
invention of the telephone in 1876 to the period immediately before the break-up of the American
Telephone and Telegraph Company in 1984. Green shows how, as technology changed from a manual
process to a computerized one, sexual and racial stereotypes enabled management to manipulate
both the workers and the workplace. More than a simple story of the impact of technology, Race on the
Line combines oral history, personal experience, and archival research to weave a complicated history
of how skill is constructed and how its meanings change within a rapidly expanding industry. Green
discusses how women faced an environment where male union leaders displayed economic as well as
gender biases and where racism served as a persistent system of division. Separated into chronological
sections, the study moves from the early years when the Bell company gave both male and female
workers opportunities to advance; to the era of the “white lady” image of the company, when African
American women were excluded from the industry and feminist working-class consciousness among
white women was consequently inhibited; to the computer era, a time when black women had waged a
successful struggle to integrate the telephone operating system but faced technological displacement
and unrewarding work. An important study of working-class American women during the twentieth
century, this book will appeal to a wide audience, particularly students and scholars with interest in
women’s history, labor history, African American history, the history of technology, and business history.

Solidarity Under Siege

Depicts the rise and fall of the militant labor movement in modern El Salvador.

Labor’'s Great War

Since World War |, says Joseph McCartin, the central problem of American labor relations has been
the struggle among workers, managers, and state officials to reconcile democracy and authority in the
workplace. In his comprehensive look at labor issues during the decade of the Great War, McCartin
explores the political, economic, and social forces that gave rise to this conflict and shows how rising
labor militancy and the sudden erosion of managerial control in wartime workplaces combined to create
an industrial crisis. The search for a resolution to this crisis led to the formation of an influential coalition
of labor Democrats, AFL unionists, and Progressive activists on the eve of U.S. entry into the war.
Though the coalition's efforts in pursuit of industrial democracy were eventually frustrated by powerful
forces in business and government and by internal rifts within the movement itself, McCartin shows
how the shared quest helped cement the ties between unionists and the Democratic Party that would
subsequently shape much New Deal legislation and would continue to influence the course of American
political and labor history to the present day.

The Long Deep Grudge

“The definitive history of an important but largely forgotten labor organization and its heroic struggles
with an icon of industrial capitalism.” —Ahmed A. White, author of The Last Great Strike This rich
history details the bitter, deep-rooted conflict between industrial behemoth International Harvester and
the uniquely radical Farm Equipment Workers union. The Long Deep Grudge makes clear that class
warfare has been, and remains, integral to the American experience, providing up-close-and-personal



and long-view perspectives from both sides of the battle lines. International Harvester—and the
McCormick family that largely controlled it—garnered a reputation for bare-knuckled union-busting in
the 1880s, but in the twentieth century also pioneered sophisticated union-avoidance techniques that
have since become standard corporate practice. On the other side the militant Farm Equipment Workers
union, connected to the Communist Party, mounted a vociferous challenge to the cooperative ethos that
came to define the American labor movement after World War II. This evocative account, stretching back
to the nineteenth century and carried through to the present, reads like a novel. Biographical sketches
of McCormick family members, union officials and rank-and-file workers are woven into the narrative,
along with anarchists, jazz musicians, Wall Street financiers, civil rights crusaders, and mob lawyers. It
touches on pivotal moments and movements as wide-ranging as the Haymarket “riot,” the Flint sit-down
strikes, the Memorial Day Massacre, the McCarthy-era anti-communist purges, and America’s late
twentieth-century industrial decline. “A capitalist family dynasty, a radical union, and a revolution in
how and where work gets done—Toni Gilpin’s The Long Deep Grudge is a detailed chronicle of one of
the most active battlefronts in our ever-evolving class war.” —John Sayles

Wobblies of the World

Founded in 1905, Chicago's Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) is a union unlike any other. With
members affectionately called "Wobblies" and an evolutionary and internationalist philosophy and
tactics, it rapidly grew across the world. Considering the history of the IWW from an international
perspective for the first time, Wobblies of the World brings together a group of leading scholars to
present a lively collection of accounts from thirteen diverse countries, revealing a fascinating story

of anarchism, syndicalism, and socialism. Drawing on many important figures of the movement--Har
Dayal, James Larkin, William D. "Big Bill" Haywood, Enrique Flores Mag n, and more--the contributors
describe how the IWW and its ideals spread, exploring the crucial role the IWW played in industries such
as shipping, mining, and agriculture. Ultimately, the book illuminates Wobblie methods of organizing,
forms of expression, practices, and transnational issues, offering a fascinating alternative history of the

group.
Death in the Haymarket

On May 4, 1886, a bomb exploded at a Chicago labor rally, wounding dozens of policemen, seven of
whom eventually died. A wave of mass hysteria swept the country, leading to a sensational trial, that
culminated in four controversial executions, and dealt a blow to the labor movement from which it would
take decades to recover. Historian James Green recounts the rise of the first great labor movement
in the wake of the Civil War and brings to life an epic twenty-year struggle for the eight-hour workday.
Blending a gripping narrative, outsized characters and a panoramic portrait of a major social movement,
Death in the Haymarket is an important addition to the history of American capitalism and a moving
story about the class tensions at the heart of Gilded Age America.

Maurice Sugar

It was Maurice Sugar, labor activist and lawyer for the United Auto Workers, who played a key role

in guiding the newly-formed union through the treacherous legal terrain obstructing its development
in the 1930s. He orchestrated the injunction hearings on the Dodge Main strike and defended the
legality of the sit-down tactic. As the UAW's General Council, he wrote the union's constitution in
1939, a model of democratic thinking. Sugar worked with George Addes, UAW Secretary-Treasurer, to
nurture rank-and-file power. A founder of the National Lawyers' Guild, Sugar also served as a member
of Detroit's Common Council at the head of a UAW "labor" ticket. By 1947, Sugar was embroiled

in a struggle within the UAW that he feared would destroy the open structures he had helped to

build. He found himself in opposition to Walter Reuther's bid to run the union. A long-time socialist,
Sugar fell victim to mounting Cold War hysteria. When Reuther assumed control of the UAW, Sugar
was summarily dismissed. Christopher Johnson chronicles the life of Maurice Sugar, from his roots

in Michigan's Upper Peninsula, through his resistance with Eugene V Debs to World War I, and on

to the struggles of the early 1930s to bring the union message to Detroit. Firmly grounded on the
historiography of the UAW, Johnson shows the importance of Sugar and the Left in laying the foundation
for unionizing the auto industry in the pre-UAW days. He documents the work of the Left in building a
Black-labor coalition in Detroit, the importance of anti-Communism in Reuther's rise to power, and the
diminution of union democracy in the UAW brought about by the Cold War. Maurice Sugar represents
a force in American life that bears recalling in these barren years of plant closings.

The Civil Wars in U.S. Labor



Trade union leader and journalist Steve Early discusses how to reverse American labour's current
decline.

The Left Side of History

In The Left Side of History Kristen Ghodsee tells the stories of partisans fighting behind the lines

in Nazi-allied Bulgaria during World War II: British officer Frank Thompson, brother of the great
historian E.P. Thompson, and fourteen-year-old Elena Lagadinova, the youngest female member of the
armed anti-fascist resistance. But these people were not merely anti-fascist; they were pro-communist,
idealists moved by their socialist principles to fight and sometimes die for a cause they believed to

be right. Victory brought forty years of communist dictatorship followed by unbridled capitalism after
the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. Today in democratic Eastern Europe there is ever-increasing despair,
disenchantment with the post-communist present, and growing nostalgia for the communist past. These
phenomena are difficult to understand in the West, where “communism” is a dirty word that is quickly
equated with Stalin and Soviet labor camps. By starting with the stories of people like Thompson and
Lagadinova, Ghodsee provides a more nuanced understanding of how communist ideals could inspire
ordinary people to make extraordinary sacrifices.

Free Labor

Monumental and revelatory, Free Labor explores labor activism throughout the country during a period
of incredible diversity and fluidity: the American Civil War. Mark A. Lause describes how the working
class radicalized during the war as a response to economic crisis, the political opportunity created by
the election of Abraham Lincoln, and the ideology of free labor and abolition. Grappling with a broad
array of organizations, tactics, and settings, Lause portrays not only the widely known leaders and
theoreticians, but also the unsung workers who struggled on the battlefield and the picket line. His
close attention to women and African Americans, meanwhile, dismantles notions of the working class
as synonymous with whiteness and maleness. In addition, Lause offers a nuanced consideration of
race's role in the politics of national labor organizations, in segregated industries in the border North
and South, and in black resistance in the secessionist South, creatively reading self-emancipation as
the largest general strike in U.S. history.

The Object of Labor

Did socialist policies leave the economies of Eastern Europe unprepared for current privatization
efforts? Under communist rule, were rural villages truly left untouched by capitalism? In this historical
ethnography of rural Hungary, Martha Lampland argues not only that the transition to capitalism

was well under way by the 1930s, but that socialist policies themselves played a crucial role in

the development of capitalism by transforming conceptions of time, money, and labor. Exploring the
effects of social change thrust upon communities against their will, Lampland examines the history of
agrarian labor in Hungary from World War | to the early 1980s. She shows that rural workers had long
been subject to strict state policies similar to those imposed by collectivization. Since the values of
privatization and individualism associated with capitalism characterized rural Hungarian life both prior
to and throughout the socialist period, capitalist ideologies of work and morality survived unscathed
in the private economic practices of rural society. Lampland also shows how labor practices under
socialism prepared the workforce for capitalism. By drawing villagers into factories and collective farms,
for example, the socialist state forced farmers to work within tightly controlled time limits and to calculate
their efforts in monetary terms. Indeed, this control and commodification of rural labor under socialism
was essential to the transformation to capitalism.

The Left and War

The Labour Party welcomed the Russian Revolution in 1917: it paved the way for the birth of a socialist
superpower and ushered in a new era in Soviet governance. Labour excused the Bolshevik excesses
and prepared for its own revolution in Britain. In 1929, Stalin deported hundreds of thousands of men,
women and children to work in labour camps. Subjected to appalling treatment, thousands died. When
news of the camps leaked out in Britain, there were protests demanding the government ban imports
of timber cut by slave labourers. The Labour government of the day dismissed mistreatment claims as
Tory propaganda and blocked appeals for an inquiry. Despite the Cabinet privately acknowledging the
harsh realities of the work camps, Soviet denials were publicly repeated as fact. One Labour minister
even defended them as part of ‘a remarkable economic experiment'. Labour and the Gulag explains



how Britain's Labour Party was seduced by the promise of a socialist utopia and enamoured of a
Russian Communist system it sought to emulate. It reveals the moral compromises Labour made, and
how it turned its back on the people in order to further its own political agenda.

Labour And The Gulag

Sample Text

Left Out

This cutting-edge text offers an introduction to the emerging field of media archaeology and analyses
the innovative theoretical and artistic methodology used to excavate current media through its past.
Written with a steampunk attitude, What is Media Archaeology? examines the theoretical challenges
of studying digital culture and memory and opens up the sedimented layers of contemporary media
culture. The author contextualizes media archaeology in relation to other key media studies debates
including software studies, German media theory, imaginary media research, new materialism and
digital humanities. What is Media Archaeology? advances an innovative theoretical position while also
presenting an engaging and accessible overview for students of media, film and cultural studies. It
will be essential reading for anyone interested in the interdisciplinary ties between art, technology and
media.

What is Media Archaeology?

This book explores the political economy of labor repression and expands the meaning of repression
by looking at the relation of politics to economics throughout the course of US history. It explains how
and why this relation leads to the repression of labor and considers how it develops over time from the
social relation of capital and labor.

Political Economy of Labor Repression in the United States

Why did American workers, unlike their European counterparts, fail to forge a class-based movement
to pursue broad social reform? Was it simply that they lacked class consciousness and were more
interested in personal mobility? In a richly detailed survey of labor law and labor history, William Forbath
challenges this notion of American “individualism.” In fact, he argues, the nineteenth-century American
labor movement was much like Europe’s labor movements in its social and political outlook, but in the
decades around the turn of the century, the prevailing attitude of American trade unionists changed.
Forbath shows that, over time, struggles with the courts and the legal order were crucial to reshaping
labor’s outlook, driving the labor movement to temper its radical goals.

Law and the Shaping of the American Labor Movement

Politics, Labor, and the War on Big Business details the rise, fall, and impact of the anticorporate
reform effort in Arizona during the Progressive reform era, roughly 1890-1920. Drawing on previously
unexamined archival files and building on research presented in his previous books, author David

R. Berman offers a fresh look at Progressive heritage and the history of industrial relations during
Arizona’s formative period. In the 1890s, once-heavily courted corporations had become, in the eyes
of many, outside “money interests” or “beasts” that exploited the wealth of the sparsely settled area.
Arizona’s anticorporate reformers condemned the giant corporations for mistreating workers, farmers,
ranchers, and small-business people and for corrupting the political system. During a thirty-year
struggle, Arizona reformers called for changes to ward off corporate control of the political system,
increase corporate taxation and regulation, and protect and promote the interests of working people.
Led by George W.P. Hunt and progressive Democrats, Arizona’s brand of progressivism was heavily
influenced by organized labor, third parties, and Socialist activists. As highly powerful railroad and
mining corporations retaliated, conflict took place on both political levels and industrial backgrounds,
sometimes in violent form. Politics, Labor and the War on Big Business places Arizona’s experience in
the larger historical discussion of reform activity of the period, considering issues involving the role of
government in the economy and the possibility of reform, topics highly relevant to current debates.

Politics, Labor, and the War on Big Business
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